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Diskers Bank on Petrillo Signing 


Recording Deal 


Asbury Park, June 15. 

Disk industry observers are vir- 
tually convinced that James C. 
Petrillo will make a deal for the 
American Federation of Musicians 
with recording companies before 
the summer is over. It’s felt that 
his behaviour at the AFM’s 5list 
annual convention here last week 
is following the usual pattern— 
that of looking one way and jump- 
ing another. 

Petrillo stated during the first 
day of the convention that the disk 
ban would be continued, heaping 
invectives upon the Taft-Hartley 
bill as the cause of the ban, via 
the clause which forbids industry 
to contribute to union funds unless 
those funds are administered by an 
impartial board. Thereafter there 
was no mention of the disk ban by 
him or other speakers. 

However, various occurrences 
at the convention held significance 
for non-AFM attendees. Firstly, 
there were several resolutions in- 
troduced having bearing on the 
disk ban. All were withdrawn 
without argument. Then there was 
a speech by Joseph N: Webber, 
past president of the union, now 
retired on salary. He begged the 
delegates not to forget that three- 
fifths of the membership exists 
only as part-time musicians. He 
asked that these men do nothing to 
interfere with the remaining two- 
fifths. He exhorted both factions 
to cooperate. 

Webber made no mention of the 
disk ban in this part of his talk, 
but the wordage could easily be, 
construed, and was by many, as 
advising non-recording cardholders 
not to interfere with the livelihood 


(Continued on page 55) 


Three-Way Struggle 
For Video Power Seen 
For Pix, Radio, Dailies 


Cincinnati, June 15. 

Ahead of the AM broadcaster 
entering the television field is a 
coming struggle for economic pow- 
er that may well shake the struc- 
ture of independent broadcasting 
to its foundation, if not coming 
dangerously close to wrecking it. 

That statement was made Mon- 
day (14) by James D. Shouse, 
president of the Crosley Broadcast- 
ing Corp., in his address on “What 
About Television?” at the opening 
session of the 44th annual conven- 
tion of the Advertising Federation 
of America. 

“This struggle for power in tele- 
vision will be no child’s play,” 
predicted Shouse, who has been 
head man of clear-channel station 
WLW in recent years and is now 
getting his video bearings via 
Crosley’s WLWT, which kicked off 
commercially three months ago. 
“It will resolve, ultimately, into a 
contest between the independent 
broadeaster, the newspapers and 
the motion picture interests,” he 
added. 





During the Summer 
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Willie Howard, Kelly 
Split After 11 Years 


One of the long-standing partner- 
ships has been dissolved with Wil- 
lie Howard taking on a new double- 
talker to replace Al Kelly, who'd 
been with him for 11 years. How- 
ard bowed with new partner, Hal 
Gary (brother of another top con- 
fusion-spieler, Sid Gary), on the 
Texaco Star theatre over NBC-TY, 
last night (Tues.). 

Split started when Howard took 
lead role in “Sally,” which he 
played without Kelly. Latter 
worked a Roxy, N.Y., date, with 
columnist Ed Sullivan, and by the 
time he and Howard could get to- 
gether again, it was mutually de- 
cided to part. Kelly is slated to do 
several video shots with Sullivan 
‘from the Latin Quarter, N. Y., 
WPIX, and will work with comics 
in cafe and vaude shows. 


GOP Cautioned 
To Be on Best 
Tele Behaviour 


Philadelphia, June 15. 








Television, with’ its all-seeing 
| camera eye, might well be the 
most important delegate at the 
eet. es political conventions 
in Philadelphia. 

Republican party leaders, fully 
aware of the millions of eyes that 
will be glued to video screens when 
the GOP conclave tees off in Philly 
Monday (21), have already begun 
to issue orders to delegates on how 
to act before the cameras. Their 
most important consideration ap- 
parently is the possibility of the 
public smelling a deal cooking be- 
tween rival candidates, which 
would become visible to the gen- 
eral public for the first time be- 
cause of the TV cameras that are 
to be posted at advantageous spots 
* ti floor of Philly’s Convention 

a 

Leaders of the Repub candidates, 


(Continued on page 55) 


BERLIN REPRISES ‘ARMY’ 
AS NBC SUMMER SERIES 


New radio show based on Irving 
Berlin’s waftime “This Is the 
Army” revue has. been set by NBC 
as a summer replacement for the 
Henry Aldrich program. Titled 
“Services Revue,” the show tees 
off July 1, six years to the day 
since “Army” took the road. 

Show is to be sponsored jointly 
by the U. S. Army and Army Air 
Forces, who ll pay the talent 
costs, with C giving the time 


(Continued on page 55) 














GODFREY, HEA 
AND WW AS DRAW 


By GEORGE ROSEN 





The pacting of Gabriel Heatter 
by Mutual for a new co-op show, 
thus giving him a three-way net- 
work showcasing; spotlights one of 
the most unusual situations in ra- 
dio today—where the projection of 
a single personality can keep a 
network out of the billings and 
prestige doldrums. 

In a sense the “Mr. Mutual” situ- 
ation is applicable also to CBS, 
with its Arthur Godfrey, and ABC 
with its Walter Winchell. 

At Columbia the crack that 
“Godfrey Is Mr. CBS” has more 
than gag overtones, with some 
even adding the addenda that ‘As 
long as there’s a Godfrey around, 
there’ll always be a need for a Co- 
lumbia network.” 

Already accounting for a multi- 
million dollar take for the network 
via his cross-the-board morning 
Chesterfield show, his Monday 
night Lipton Tea “Talent Scout” 
+show, not to mention his locally- 
sponsored WCBS (N.Y.) five-times 
weekly, early-morning stanza, God- 
frey himself pockets an approxi- 
mate $500,000 a year at this stage 
of the game. 

Now the network is expanding 
its morning half-hour commercial 
to a full hour (now that Chester- 
field has been appeased), and 
when the -Lipton nighttime ex- 
clusive on Godfrey runs out, he’s 
slated for an additional 30-minute 
after-dark show. Godfrey, it’s said 
among his intimates, is determined 
to hit the $1,000,000 jackpot, and 
on the basis of present plans for 
his multiple showcasing, the figure 
isn’t considered too excessive. 

That Winchell for years has been 
ABC’s No. 1 drawing card is at- 
tested by the fact that the web is 
guaranteeing him $520,000 a year 

(Continued on page 32) 








FA ‘Major Pic Companies Crowding Tele, 


But Now They Want to Climb Aboard 





St. Loo Slaps $1 a Year 
Tax on Tele Set Owners 


St. Louis; June 15. 


After receiving a ruling from 
the “City Counselor’s office, Li- 
cense Collector Frank Britton last 
week announced that a $1 per year 
tax will be slapped on the owners 
of every television set in the city. 
A similar tax is to be collected 
from coin-operated radios in hotels 
as well as soft drink vending ma- 
chines. 

Heretofore, no tax was levied 
against these devices but with the 
increasing number of tele sets 
being put into operation here Brit- 
ton sought the ruling to be on the 
safe side of the question. No es- 
timate has been made as to the 
amount the new levy will yield. 


Britain's New 
457, Quota Preps 
For US. Battle 


With the announcement of a 45% 
film quota law by the British this 
week, American pic industry ex- 
ecs were certain that the gage was 
down in their private Battle of 





‘Britain. They began to gird them- 


selves for a tooth-and-nail fight. 
The jump from 17142% to 45% 
in the amount of playing time that 
English cinemas must allot to na- 
tive productions came as-no sur- 
prise to the Yanks after a public 
(Continued on page 55) 





Exercising a “morals clause” 
its contract with Phi! Baker for its 
Friday night 
giveaway show, Philip Morris has | 
asked for an “out,” 
replace Baker 
format for the show. Plan to drop 
Baker stems from his Beverly Hills | 
(Cal.) drunken driving fap several | 
weeks ago, with Philip Morris | 
execs, particularly Pat Gorman, 
its advertising chieftain, reportedly 
still burned over the incident. 


view of the fact that, at the time, | 
Baker had not signed a contract for 
his emcee role. 
Morris and the Biow agency, which 


handles the account, claim that a’ 


letter they have from Baker, in| 
which he agreed to the conditions 





set forth in the contract, is just as 
binding as the contract itself. 





“Everybedy Wins” | win’ 


determined to | 
with a revamped | 


However, it looks now as though | 
the case will go to arbitration in | “Take It Or Leave It.” 





Philip Morris Seeking Out on Baker: 
Case Seen Headed for Arbitration 


in | 


Baker has four more Weeks to go 
on his initial 13-week cycle with 
and meanwhile the Biow 
agency is going ahead with plans 
for a replacement. Milton Berle, 
who had his own Philip Morris 
show on NBC until a_ couple 
months ago, was huddling with 
Biow last week. Dick Powell is also 
being considered as a replacement 
on the strength of a previous audi- 
tion he had made for Biow.at the 
time Baker was being replacéd on 


Ciggie outfit will also take ad- 
| vantage of the opportunity. to’ give 


However, Philip the program a hypo by making the 


giveaways more attractive. Feeling 
vis that, with the multiplicity of 
giant jackpots, the competition is 
getting pretty tough, and one way 
to win more dialers is to spread the 


largesse. 








Hollywood, June 15. 

Television’s “‘me-too” bandwagon 
is going to be crowded within the 
next‘ couple of months by major - 
film companies climbing on, 
ticular} at the film-making end of 
the business’ Repvfts show that 
every major, with the possible ex- 
ception of United Artists and Co- 


lumbia, have decided to give pro- ems. 
duction of pix-for-video-exclusively ; 
a thorough fling. Several se 
in a hush-hush sieaoumsiie: ane ~ 
ready making test f tates 
te Be marketed to tele stations | 
pose &: 

4 


Question of high costs on herd 
films still continues to be a 
crusher, but a number of 
tion biggies think they 
least the partial answer. 
marquee names are - } 
because of the heavy drag 0. 
man-sizéd salaries. But feature 
and contract players—and the’ mia- 
jors have them by the x aa 
be used for video pix in su 
tial numbers. 

Production chieftains vere 
convinced they must 
tele game now or 
bility of the parade - 
film companies by. With 
sistent hunger for 
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and swarms of out : evelng 

the field of cheap pix,’ “move 

must be taken, it’s ry a at 
weft 


(Continued on page” 





Prices “Too High?” - 
See Fimeries On 
B’way Pushing Cats 


Broadway looks ‘set for. an a 
mission-price slash. all the 
down the line in the next kee 
weeks. Search by industry aii 
for the reason Main Stem yet Pic 
ony Pas off so much more iE co 
y than that of thé rest of the 
try bring them inexorably back to 
the conviction that dhe b.o. fees 
are high beyond reason. 

The big move downhill is already 
on and can be expected to gather 
momentum daily. Walt 
started it at the Astor when the 
admish for “Melody Time” was 
dropped from $1.80 to $1.25 a 
couple of weeks ago. United. Art- 
ists, with the cooperation of the 
Brandts, operators of the Mayfair, 

(Continued on page 55) 


ALLEN’S HOOPER SKID 
SEEN SET TO ‘MUSIC’ — 


What will probably go down as 
the phenomenon of the 1947-48 
ne radio season is thé “job” 
that ABC’s “Stop ° the . Music,” 
giant Biveaway, did to Fred Allen. 
“Stop” only - ‘clipped Allen’s 
rating 
6, by 7.6 
ra 
which 


5a. ' first tim 
“Stop” entered the “top 15,” tie 
(Continued on Page 55) 












LET 


on 


od 


oo eae + 


Ro a ge egy 





~Gndie film houses are on the list. 


Wednesday, June If, .--o” 





Vote On Legit Censor Bill Due Next 
Week; No Public Hearings Planned 





The fate of the Cunningham bill, + 
which would give the New York 
City license commissioner drastic 
authority to censor Broadway 
plays, and legit and film adver- 
tising, will probably be decided 
next week. The measure was con- 
sidered briefly yesterday (Tues.) 
by the City Council, but was not 
voted upon and was laid over un- 
til the next session, slated for 
Tuesday (22). No publie hearing is 
planned. 

Snowballing protests from every 
branch of show business has bat- 
tered at the bill, following favor- 
able report on the proposal last 
week by the City Council Welfare 
committee. While film houses are 
not directly affected by the bill, 
the Metropolitan Motion Pitcure 
Theatres Assn., representing 90% 
of New York houses, petitioned 
both the Council and Mayor Wil- 
liam O’Dwyer for open hearings 
before a vote is taken. 

Leading the attack against the 
bluenose move are the American 
Civil Liberties Union and the Stop 
Censorship Committee, which for- 
warded a petition signed by 3,000 
persons, including producers, ac- 
tors and drama crities. They de- 
nounced it as previding for un- 
warranted censorship. James F. 
Reilly, exec director of the League 
of New York Theatres, also lam- 
basted the proposal as superflu- 
ous and noted that the league em- 
ployed a standing committee of 19 
organizations as a_ self-regulatory 
measure. 

The bill suddenly came up for 
a vote before the committee after 
being supposedly shelved. it 
caught its opponents off guard. 
Showbiz reps had believed ‘the 
measure dead when N. Y. License 
Commissioner Benjamin Fielding, 
whose powers it would augment, 
recently attacked it. 

Act would make it mandatory 
for license dept. inspectors to 
scTutinize and report on theatrical 
performances and advertising copy. 


(Continued on page 16) 


Philly Exhibs Uneasy 
At Amus. Tax Inquiry 
Into Fund Diversion 


‘ Philadelphia, June 15. 

Independent film exhibitors as 
well as many niterymen, are view- 
ing with more than alarm the 
progress of a Grand Jury probe 
into the diversion of funds frem the 
amusement tax division of the Re- 
ceiver of Taxes office. The scandal 
comes at an inopportune time, just 
as the city’s solidly Republican ad- 
ministration was trying to put its 
best foot forward to weleome the 
GOP national convention. 

No less than three separate 
probes are being conducted into 
various munieipal departments, but 
the amusement tax scandal is the 
main event on the chicanery card. 
Mayor Samuel has already asked 
for (and failed to get) the resigna- 
tions of both Receiver of Taxes 
Frank Marshall and Director of 
Purchases and Supplies Charles H. 
Grakelow. 

So far the amusement tax probe 
has only resulted in individual 
publicity for the Herman Taylor 
fights, presented at the Arena. But 
it is well known that a number of 





The larger chains and exhibitors, 
due to their practice of paying by 
eheck, are exempt; but generally 
wwhere the tax was handed over in 
cash there seems to have been 
under-the-table business. 

The tax scandal broke when Wil- 
liam C. Foss, chief of the amuse- 
ment tax division, hanged himself 
in the cellar of his home, leaving a 
note. It was obviously written by 
a man under great mental stress 

(Continued on page 47) 


Joe Schenck, Jay Paley 
Buy Out Del Mar Track 


Hollywood, June 15. 
Joseph M. Schenck is improving 
the breed of herses again, this time 
at the Del Mar Turf club, near 
San Diego, not many furlongs away 
from the old Agua Caliente track 
in which he was one of the early 





Heavy Bookings On 


Zale-Graziano Pic 
Films of the Zale-Graziano 
middleweight championship fight 
last Thursday (10) night, with no 
television coverage to buck, racked 
up some of the heaviest bookings 
yet garnered for any fight pictures. 
Interest in the bout was intense 
throughout the country, according 
to Mannie Baum, prez of Coram 
Pictures, which produced and dis- 
tributed the films, leading him to 
expect about 4,000 bookings in all. 
Despite the fact that it didn’t 
have to buck video's timeliness fac- 
tor, Coram got the pictures proc- 
essed and developed.in less than 
half-a-day. They were on the 
screens of the Broadway RKO Pal- 
ace and all RKO nabe houses in 
New York at 9:45 a.m. Friday (11), 
less than 12 hours after the first 
bell sounded at the fight Thursday 
night. Films also played the Broad- 
way Trans-Lux houses and were 
shipped via plane to exchanges 
throughout the country the same 
day. 
Coram is selling the pictures on 
either percentage or flat rental 
terms, depending on the situation. 


Breen Denies 


Hes Quitting 


Recurrent rumors that Joseph 
Breen, Production Code adminis- 
trator, will step out of the top post 
in favor of his aide, Judge Stephen 
Jackson, were denied by Breen 
following last week’s Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America meet. “I 
have no early plans to resign my 
office,” he told Variety. “Those 
reports you hear simply emanated 
from the fact that I’ve been sick 
for a while.” 

Asked whether he contemplated 
vacating his office before the year 
is up, Breen wouldn't say although 
he conceded “I’m getting pretty 
old.” Judge Jackson, formerly on 
New York City children’s court 
bench, was taken on by the MPAA 
last year. He has gradually as- 
sumed a good part of Breen’s work 
and the assumption is he will ulti- 
mately succeed his present su- 
perior. 


SAG NOTICE PAVES 
WAY FOR STRIKE 


Hollywoed, June 15. 

Tiiness of Bill Stephens, repre- 
sentative of the independent pro- 
ducers, caused a postpenement of 
the meeting with reps of the 
Sereen Actors Guild to discuss a 
new working agreement. Gather- 
ing will be held some time this 
week. 

Meanwhile, SAG sent out an 
official notice paving the way for 
an actors’ strike after Aug. 1, in 
case its dispute with the major 
producers is not settled by that 
time. Notice. in accordance with 
the Labor Management Relations 
Act of 1947, was mailed to the 
Federal Mediation and Concilia- 
tion Service in Washington; the 
California State Dept. of Industrial 
Relations in San Franciseo, and 
the New York Dept. of Labor’s 
Board of Mediation. Attached was 
a list of more than 400 film pro- 

Continued on page 52) 


Mex Tooting Comes High 


Mexico City, June 8. 

Music is the costliest course at 
the National Univ. of Mexico, 
America’s oldest college, founded 
in 1553.- 

To get a diploma as a teoter at 
this college, it costs. on the aver- 
age, $8,000. That compares with 
$275 to become a lawyer; $550 to 
be a physician, and $3,500 to get 
training as an economist. 


BALLET PIX INDIE 
Hollyweed, June 15. 
Ballet Films. an indie outfit, was 
formed here by Tamara Tou- 
manova, Rudolph Mate and Eugene 
Lourie, to produce a series of 


First: will be “Swan ms Lake,” with 
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Miss."oumanova starring and Mate 





312th WEEK! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


Now Playing Nationaly 


“BILL AND COO” 
Special Academy Award Winner 


2 Wash. Decisions 
Seen Key to Fight 








Washington, June 15. 

Two appellate court § actions 
yesterday (14), one in the U. S. 
Supreme Court, appeared _ to 
worsen the prospects that Holly- 
wood’s “10 unfriendly witnesses” 
can win their legal fight against 
contempt-of-Congress convictions. 


Both cases yesterday involved 
contempt of Congress. Although 
neither was identical with the mat- 
ter involving the “unfriendly 10,” 
there was strong similarity. The 
Supreme Court refused to review 
the convictions of 11 leaders of the 
joint anti-fascist refugee commit- 
tee. The group was headed by Dr. 
Edward K. Barsky. All 11 were 
convicted for withholding books 
and records of the committee from 
the House Un-American Activities 
Committee. Among the defend- 
ants was author Howard Fast. 


The court of appeals here up- 
| held the conviction, and the trial 
| judges in the cases of the “un- 
| friendly witnesses” were guided by 
| the ruling of the court of appeals. 

In the second case, the U. S. 
court of appeals by a 2 to 1 vote 
upheld the conviction of Gerhard 
Eisler, German communist, for 
contempt of Congress. Eisler had 
refused to be sworn in and to 
testify before the House Un-Ameri- 
can Activities Committee in Feb- 
ruary, 1947. 


MAY AMUS. STOCKS 
IN TOP GAIN FOR ’48 


_ Amusement stocks took a free 
ride in May, along with industrials 
and luxury stocks listed on the 
| New York Stock Exchange, climb- 
ing to the highest overall level for 
the year. Value of entertainment 
stocks on the big board hit the 
grand total of $761,678,538, or a 
gain of $55,182,394 for the month. 
Average price of shares—including 
major film companies, big networks 
and disk outfits—came to $i8.39 
against $17.08 at the close of April. 

Previous high for '48 was at the 
end of March, when the overall 
value mounted to $714,840,984. 
April windup figure, after the mar- 
ket had stabilized itself, was slight- 
ly off at $706,496,144. Postwar low 
came in February of this year with 
a dive to $597,576,683. Average of 
amusement shares then was $14.59. 

Bonds outstanding in the enter- 
tainment bracket, listed on the ex- 
change, reached a total evaluation 
of $6,820,050 in May. On a per 
bond basis, average price was $95. 


Sinatra- Wants To 
Play Film Gumshoe 


Hollyweod, June 15. 
Frank Sinatra is trying to inter- 
est Metro in a film version of 
“Turn on the Heat,” by Craig Rice. 
It’s a whodunit about a timid de- 
tective. 
The singer played the gumshoe 
hero in a radio version on the 
Bernd of <p Ange hl _ U. S. Steél 
years ago, S$ getting the 
‘Seript of the broadeast to submit 
to studio officials. Welbourn 














Of ‘Uniriendly 10° 


Kelley scripted the radio version. |} 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


seseseeeeeeeees By Frank Scully e+++eesrreeeeess 


Wrigley Field, June 12. 

“T’ll not do it,” said Mor. “I'll not chew gum. I haven't ever done 
it in 79 years, and it’s ridiculous to start now.” 

We were dining in the Sky Room of the Burbank airdrome. The 
Norwegian grandm& of our little. fleas from heaven was terminating 
her long run at Bedside Manor and the Scully circus was returning 
her to Norway. ; 

She was going by plane to Chicago, by train to Philadelphia, by bus 
to New York and by freighter to Norway. If there had been @ sub- 
marine service I suspect she would have tried to add that for variety. 

She looked at least 10 years younger than when she arrived six 
months ago and we at least 20 years older. Trying to keep up with 
Mor in Hollywood had been too much for even taxis. Half of them 
can’t climb Whitley avenue even in low. She walked it daily. 

She not only looked 10 years younger, she was dressed for the part. 
She had a new hat, her blue suit had the new-look length and over her 
heart she wore a tri-colored corsage. 


No Gum For Grandma 


She watched the planes take off every few minutes for the four 
corners of the earth and quietly smoked a cigaret. This was to be her 
first plane-trip and we were trying to tell her how to overcome some 
of the shortcomings not listed in the advertising. One of them wes the 
matter of offsetting a ringing in the ears by chewing gum. Mor was 
adamant. - 

“But, Mor,” we insisted, “it’s not a matter of manners or morals, it’s 
a matter of health. You'll get an earache if you don’t.” ‘ 

Her mouth became stiff and firm. It was obvious chewing gum 
would have to be forced across that frontier, and even the Nazi gau- 
leiters had found out that such Norwegians are best encircled rather 
than. attacked. de 

“Remember the earache Nonny got from flying across the Atlantic?’ 
Alice reminded Mor. “That was because she was so young she didn t 
| know how to chew gum. All we ask you to do, Mor, is that if the 
| stewardess offers you some gum, chew it. She’sa graduate nurse. 


How To Get Seasick 

“As the plane changes altitude it may also affect your stomach,” I 
said. 

“That's right,” said Alice. 
ting sick.” 

“I won't get sick.” Mor assured us. “You said they called these 
airplanes ships and if they are I'm a good sailor.” 

“Okay,” I said, “but were you ever seasick? You know how awful 
that can be.” ; 

“I was seasick once,” said Mor. “I had been talked into taking a 
seasick remedy. That did it. If gum is a remedy I prefer rum.” 

I looked at her firm Scandinavian face, her beautiful eyes, her lovely 
mouth, her hands that painted and play so amazingly well ‘she’s paint- 
ing better now than 50 years ago) and tried to imagine her chewing 
gum. It seemed easier to imagine Queen Mary doing it. 

Because this was Mor’s first flight all of us naturally were a little 
nervous. At 80 hearts conk out for practically no reason at all. Besides 
she was suffering a mild hangover for having mixed old-fashioneds, 
vin ordinaire and brandy all at one dinner. 

The night before she was to hop off on her 6,000-mile junket, Howard 
Hurwith, who also has a Scandinavian wife, took Mor, the Jack Paars 
and the Scullys to a farewell dinner at Romanoff’s on account Norway 
is also ruled by royalty. 

Cousin Celeste Is Held Up 


Cousin Celeste Holm and her husband, Schuyler ‘Dunning, were to 
come, too, but their home had been burgied three times in one week 
and the cops had ordered them to stay home as decoys for a change. 
The cops had staked the place_out for the night. 

“If anyone’s going to get shot,” said Celeste, “it seems it won't be 
the cops. I don’t like this seript. .I'm not temperamental, and I don’t 
want to be suspended for saying so, but I don’t like this script.” 

I assured her it was a vast improvement over the order of things 10 
or 12 years ago. 

“In these days,” I told her as we made a final call on the prisoners 
of circumstances in their own home before heading for Romanoft’s, 
“cops were shooting cops. In fact, no one dared to report a burglary 
mt of losing to the cops what the original looters had neglected 
0 grab.” 

Celeste grimaced as if unconvinced that things were better today. 


K.O. For Jim Crow 


“But I have hotter news for you, Celeste,” I said. “I suppose you 
saw in the Nordisk Tidende where ‘den kjente amerikanske negersan- 
gerinne Ann Brown skal inngaa ekteskap med den unge nordmann 
Thorleif Schjelderup den 11 mai i Norge?’” 

Celeste looked bewildered. Mor obviously was shocked. 
laughed. . 

“To translate roughly,” I continued, “Ann Brown has married.into 
your family.” 

“My family?” said Celeste. 
But who is Ann Brown?” , 

“Why, Celeste,” I said. “Shame on you! Don’t 
who starred in ‘Porgy and Bess’?” 

“And she has married Thorleif Schjelderup, our champion skier?” 

: “He comes from one of our finest families,” said Mor. “His father 
is presiding justice of the Supreme Court. All the family was sent by 
Hitler’s hatchetmen to concentration camps. But Thorleif escaped and 
joined the underground.” 

“So they all were clinked by the Nazis, eh?” 

Maid Of Honor 

“Including the maid,” Mor added as a clincher. 

“And now their son marries a Negro singer. This will drive Hitler 
crazy even in hell,” I said. 

“She’s not just a singer,” said Mor trying to keep things on the 
cultural level. “She’s a concert singer. She has had great triumphs in 
London, Milan, Lisbon, Copenhagen, Stockholm, Oslo.” 

But she couldn't stay overnight in a hotel in Pasadena or Philadel- 
phia,” I said. 

“Who wants to stay that long in Philadelphia?” Celes 

“Why, is it that bad?” Mor wanted to know. “I 5 stg yore tea 
ae Leggy: mg way back to Norway.” 

“Days,” I said, “are one thing. It’s the nights that make separation 
agony in Philly. Single acts die i i 
ag ig a hiien n Philadelphia not on the stage but 

Mor Solves a Stage Wait 

“I don’t understand such things,” Mor confessed. 


“Did you ever meet any colored i i * 
BG ae 2, y red people in your life, Mor,” I wanted 


eae ¥ I g 4 $ 7” 

Mla spent an evening with eight of them. 

“In your house.” 

aoe When?” 

“Oh, one night when yeu and Alice were off to the pi i 
ns resem apa i td Peep By Fire’ company Amd pen hee yy 

u get a theatre to earse and i i 
secidine aoe would it be all right if they used 
“So you said?” 
So I said yes, by all means. There were 20 in the cast and eight 

\ Continued on page 52) 
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Breakdown of 1948 Profits 


Company-by-company breakdown of first profit reports for 1948 
On an overall total of $24,217,000 for alle 


majors except United Artists against $43,989,000 corralled in the 
same period of ’47, net profits are off 45%. 


are herewith listed. 


Company Period 48 Net "47 Net % Off | 
Paramount, Ist quarter...... $7,760,000 $9,522,000 20 
tee eo. ere 1,345,321: ™ 2,270,683 41 
Warners, Ist half-year ...... 7,311,000 14,013,000 48 
20th-Fox, Ist quarter ....... 2,926,842 5,897,603 50 
Metro, Ist half-year ......+.- 3,886,745 8,596,779 55 
Columbia, lst 39 weeks ..... 855,000 2,935,000 71 
Universal, 1st quarter ...... 134,206 756,543 83 








$1 300,000 Kickback to 20th-Fox Forced 





On C. Skouras in Stockholder Peac 


Charles Skouras, National The-¢ 
atres’ head, will kick back to 20th- 
Fox, NT’s parent org, slightly more | 
than $1,300,000 under the terms of | 
the proposed settlement of the 
minority stockholders’ action. 


Bal- | 














Santa Monica, June 15. 
David Hertz, 


screenwriter who 


ance of the $1,800,000 which is to| disappeared on a plane flight off 


be returned will come from 
etson, Elmer Rhoden and Harold 
Fitzgerald. Ricketson and Rhoden 
will rebate $198,000 apiece while 
Fitzgerald returns a smaller sum. 

Of the 18,500 shares of common 
stock on which 20th has a cail at 
$22.50 per share, 10,000 shares will 
be made available by studio head 
Darryl F. Zanuck; 7,000 by Spyros 
Skouras, company prexy, and 1,500 
by William C. Michel, exec veepee. 
Company, as previously disclosed, 
has the right to buy from its three 
officers any time before Dec. 31, 
1949. 

No restrictions on profit-sharing 
deals of any other NT exec be- 
sides Skouras are provided in the 
settlement. NT prexy’s absolute 
earnings’ ceiling would be $490,000 
under the proposed compromise, 
consisting of $130,000 yearly in 
fixed pay and a limit of $360,000 
on bonuses. He previously aver- 
aged $780,000 annually on com- 
bined fixed salary and percentage- 
sharing. 

Detailed statement of the plan 
of settlement is currently under 
preparation and will be forwarded 
shortly to all stockholders for their 
say-so. It comes up for hearings 
before the N. Y. supreme court 
Aug. 3. 

Suit had primarily attacked a 
pact, approved by the stockholders, 
which gave the four theatremen a 
$6,000,000 profit by the purchase 
and resale of 20% of NT stock. It 
had also sought to upset stock op- 
tions granted a number of 20th 


toppers. 


Variety Club Co-op Plan 
~ With Network Show May 
Be Used to Get Funds 


Dallas, June 15. 
R. J. O'Donnell, International 
chief barker of Variety Clubs, has 
announced a proposed fund-raising 


plan for various tents. Plan is 
based upon a forthcoming radio 
program “Let’s Talk Hollywood,” 
summer replacement for the Jack 
Benny airer. New show is a quiz 
show, with listeners submitting 
questions about films and Holly- 
wood. If arrangements can be 
worked out, for each question the 
experts fail to answer, the person 
submitting the question would re- 
ceive a season pass to the theatre 
he picks in his home town. 

Bernie Luber, of Amusement 
Enterprises, producing the airer, 
believes that publicity would be of 
great value to theatres mentioned 
on the program. The idea was 
given to the Variety Clubs to make 
arrangements with various exhib- 
itors over the U. S. to contribute 
the passes (valued at about $100) 
without charge to the program, 
then the producers would pay $100 
to the Variety Club, nearest the 
city involved, for each pass de- 
livered. It was estimated that $500 
weekly would be turned over to 
Variety Clubs over the country in 
this way. 

O'Donnell has asked all tents to 
céoperate, and a poll of exhibitor- 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Tele as Threat 





NT | this city May 5, was declared dead | 
division heads Frank (Rick) Rick- | by Judge Kurtz in superior court. 


Court approved the writer’s will, 
leaving an estate of $30,000 to his | 
mother and daughfer. 





To 307, of BO. 


Cited by Coyne 


Declaring it would be “very easy 
for theatres to lose 30% of their 
boxoffice revenues” through tele- 
vision inroads, Robert Coyne,. re- 
tiring exec secretary of the Theatre 
Owners of America, insisted. yester- 
day (Tues.) that “unless theatres 
figure some way of adopting tele- 
vision, they can very well be in- 
undated by it.” Coyne, making his* 
statement at a Hotel Astor lunch- 
eon tendered in honor of Gael 
Sullivan, his successor, revealed 
that TOA is conducting surveys to 
learn the recent effects of video 
on the exhibition game. 


“It’s easy to imagine what will 
happen to theatre business as it 
is now constituted if that 30° loss 
follows,” he said. As one way of 
meeting the problem. TOA official 
suggested exclusive tele programs 
booked into theatres. “In that way, 
we can walk along with television,” 
Coyne declared. 

Accepting his new office, Sul- 
livan said there was “no problem 
of this industry which can’t be beat 
by new initiative and new incen- 
tive.” Films were one of the great 
mediums important to the preser- 


(Continued on page 22) 


SKOURAS TO ATTEND 
FRISCO TELE HEARINGS 


Twentieth-Fox prez Spyros Skou- 
ras ts slated to return from London 
over the weekend, in time to attend 
resumption of the San Francisco 
television-application hearings in 
Washington Monday (21). 

During his 10-day stay in Lon- 
don, Skouras huddled with J. 
Arthur Rank representatives on the 
proposed pooling of the Odeon- 
Gaumont British theatre circuits 
He also surveyed 20th’s British pro- 
duction facilities, preparatory to 
the start there within the next 
couple of months of “Brittania 
Mews,” scheduled as the next 20th 
film to be shot in Britain. 


Wm. Goetz to London 


William Goetz, Universal's pro- 
duction chief. embarks today 
(Wed.) for London aboard the 
Queen Elizabeth, accompanied by 
his wife. Goetz will huddle with 
J. Arthur Rank, U’s British part- 
ner, and Rank officials, with pro- 
jected film-making in England by 
Universal high on the agenda. 

In addition to London and other 
parts of England, American top- 
per will also visit Paris and Rome. 
He’s s'ated to return to the U. S. 








lof foreign 





late in July. 


| EROFITD OFF 45% FROM 1947 





7 MAJORS SEEN IN ‘Judge Court Kihoshes Govt. Try. 
55 000.000 NET For Stopgap Freeze on Big 5 Theatres 


The film profit pattern for the | 
is rapidly being shaped as | 
six-month and first-quarter reports | 
of seven majors (all except United | 
All indications | 


year 


Artists) hit print. 
point to an overall 
mately 45% off from the take in 
1947. If the present trend main- 
tains itself, when the 1948 ledgers 
are closed, the industry will have 
netted some $55,000,000. 

With Warner Bros. turning in a 
| count of $7, 311,000 this week for 
| its initial six months, and Colum- 
‘bia $855,000 for 39 weeks, the seven 
| companies have accumulated a net 
| of $24,217,000 to date. Figured 
| against a total of $43,989,000 gar- 
/nered by these companies for the 
| comparative period of last year, all 
| profits are now off 45%. 

Filmites believe ‘the overall level 
will hold because of factors which 
should cancel each other out dur- 
ing the rest of the fiscal year. Loss 
revenues, which will 
| probably be accelerated by a dip 
in British returns, is expected to 
be offset by the increased effect 
of studio economies started a year 
ago. 

Domestic theatre biz is now off 
12%-15% from last year, which, 
when translated into distrib -reve- 
nues, means a 45% or so de- 
cline. Strong crop of upcoming 
product is figured to counteract the 
early summer slump once cool 
weather comes again. B.o. has been 
showing erratic performances in 

(Continued on page 23) 


JACK WARNER DONATES 





WB STOCK TO UJWF 


United Jewish Welfare Fund was 
the donee of a healthy chunk of 
coin this week when Jack L. War- 
ner, veepee and production chief of 
Warner Bros., gifted the charitable 
organization with 3,000 shares of 
WB common stock. At current ex- 
change prices, the stock is worth 
$33,500. The donation leaves War- 
ner with a total of 420,000 shares of 
common and an additional 21,500 
held in trust, of which he is bene- 
ficiary. 

Schneider Foundation, set up by 
Abraham Schneider, treasurer of 
Columbia, also benefited by a do- 
nation. Columbia official handed 
the foundaticn 300 shares of his 
company’s common. He also sold 
another block of 900, leaving him 
with 10,053 shares. 


net approxi- | 





Quick Switch 


Buffalo, June 15. 
VARIETY mugg, checking 
boxoffice grosses via telephone 
with downtown theatre man- 
ager here, was greeted with 
heart-rending sob story re- 
garding drooping boxoffices. 
Manager, further emphasizing 
low figures, wept copious tears 
anent deplorable current con- 
dition of picture biz in general 
and his theatre in particular. 
Half hour later same man- 
ager called back requesting 
_ cheerfully that estimate for 
week be upped several thous- 
and dollars, explaining his for- 
mer version had been due to 
the fact that representatives of 
a theatre union were in his 
office during the first conver- 
sation, negotiating contract for 
next. session! 


Theatres Make Up 








Assets: Balaban 


Paramount prexy Barney Bala- 
ban, in his first public statement 
on the possibility of Par’s being 
forced to give up some of its the- 
atre holdings because of the anti- 
trust decree, told company stock- 
jholders at their annual meeting at 
|the homeoffice yesterday (Tuesday) 
that “I believe that our theatre in- 
terests will be reduced with a 
corresponding reduction of our ul- 
timate earning power.” 

Balaban emphasized that Par in- 
tends to hold on to as many of its 
theatres as is legally possible. Even 
if the company is forced to sell the 
actual theatre properties, he said, 
it will attempt to hold onto the 
theatre leases. Echoing the recent 
statement of 20th-Fox prexy Spy- 
ros Skouras that divestiture 
wouldn’t be as bad for the majors 
as generally believed. Balaban indi- 
cated Par might profit on the sale 
because of currently inflated real 
estate values. 

Par prez pointed out that the 


(Continued on page 23) 








National Boxoffice Survey 


Biz Continues to Lag—Turner-Gable, ‘Pirate,’ ‘Arch,’ 
‘Apache,’ ‘Grass,’ ‘Regards’ Pace Big Eight 
Approach of warmer days andj Creek” (Col), “Lady From Shang- 


yen of public to hop for its screen 
fare are keeping the film theatre 
biz on the downgrade in current 
session. Exhibitors noted increas- 
ing patronage resistance to many 
of present admission scales, and 
tendency to seek entertainment 
elsewhere, or just stay at home 
after laying out so much for actual 
cost of living. 

Lana Turner-Clark Gable star- 
rer, “Homecoming” (M-G), con- 
tinues to lead the field even 
though getting some competition 
from “Pirate” (M-G). Latter was a 
solid second place winner but ran 
into some barely okay and modest 
weeks. 





hai” (Col), “Fuller Brush Man” 
(Col) and “Letter From Unknown 
Woman” (UV). 

Aside from the new films which 
climbed up into the top classifica- 
tion or runner-up positions, “Fight- 
ing Father Dunne” (RKO) and 
“Raw Deal” (EL) appear to have 
the most promise on basis of show- 
ings this frame. “Deal” looks nice 
in Detroit and big in Frisco. 
“Dunne” will top Buffalo with 
fancy figure. “Big Punch” (WB) is 
fair in two spots while “Wall- 
flower.” from same company, 
shapes mild in Baltimore and dis- 
appointing in N. Y. 

“Furnace Creek” (20th) is get- 


“Arch of Triumph” (UA) man-/|ting a good rating only in K. C. 
aged to snag third place nation- | ‘this week. While very big in N. Y., 
wide mainly on strength of many | “Summer Holiday” (M-G) is only 
new bookings. Key cities covered mild on seéond Detroit round. 
by Variety show few smash ones | “Miracle of Bells” (RKO) is lusty 


this stanza. “Fort Apache” (RKO) | 
slipped back to fourth slot from 
preceding week’s second position 
but still is doing great trade in 
most spots. 

Others in the Big Eight, in or- 
der of playdates and showings 
made, are “Green Grass” (20th), 
“Give Regards To Broadway” 
(20th), a newcomer; “Hazard” (Par) 
and “On Merry Way” (UA). Run- 
ner-up coin is quite evenly split 
this round, favorites being “Bride 
Goes Wild” (M-G), “Coroner 








in St. Louis. 

“Four Faces West” (U A) shapes 
fine this round in Detroit. “Big 
City” (M-G) continues on mild 
side but Jack Benny and his radio 
show will boost this film to smash 
session in Detroit. “Remember 
Mama” (RKO) still is weighing 
in with solid trade, being in three 
keys this session. “Old Los An- 


geles” (Rep) is doing okay in Chi- 


cago currently. 
( oe Bozxoffice Reports on 
Page 12-13 


97, of Par's Fixed 


+ The Government’s attempt te 
clamp a freeze barring purchase 
or sale of theatres by the Big Five 
as a stopgap measure in the main 
anti-trust action was axed yester- 
day (Tues.) by the two surviving 
judges of the Federal statutory 
court. Ruling the question of jur- 
isdiction “too doubtful” because of 
the unfilled vacancy caused by the 
death of Judge John Bright, the 
court refused to take any steps 
other than to enter the usual man- 
date following the U. S. Supreme 
Court decision. 

Renewal of anti-trust hearings 
were set for Oct. 13 by Judges Au- 
gustus Hand and Henry W. God- 
dard. Meantime, they will take 
steps to fill the third spot on the 
statutory bench. 

Court Approval Needed 

Refusal to grant a freeze leaves 
the Big Five free to make theatre 
transactions Subject, very likely, to 
court approval. The original stay 
on deals was lifted by the Supreme 


opinion. Also casualties on the ju- 
risdictional hurdle were Govern- 
ment applications for an injunction 
‘against discriminations; a request 
‘that the defendants file lists of 
partnership-held theatres claimed 
to be free of monopoly taint; and a 
number of changes in findings of 
fact and law. 

Highlighted in the two-hour 


(Continued on page 23) 





Brusheroo; Cagney’s 
- One Film Per Year 


> An early demise for the current 
cycle of documentary-type films 
was predicted by producer William 
Cagney prior to his departure from 
New York for the Coast last week. 
Cagney, whose brother and part- 
ner, James, starred in one of the 
first of the documentaries, 20th- 
Fox’s “13 Rue Madeleine,” said he 
feared the public would soon tire 
of this type product because pro- 
(Continued on page 18) 
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16 Pix in 18 Mos. 


as ‘l-Man Industry’ 


Costing 8! Million 





While many other independent + 


producers have been forced to re- 


treat to inactivity, Edward Small). 


has become virtually ‘a one-man 
film industry.” Within an 18-month 
period he has sent—or is sending— 
into release 16 films totalling more 
than $8,500,000 in production cost. 
Small’s personal profit on them is | 
estimated as high as $3,500,000. 

Producer is working with four 
different distributing companies, | 
each on-a different type deal. Co- 
Jumbia is handling four of his films 
on a setup by which he uses its lot | 
and it shares evenly in costs and 
profits after a 25% distribution 
fee. Twentieth-Fox is releasing a 
group of six low-budgeters for the 
producer under a deal in which he 
puts up all the coin and gets all 
the profits. Distrib receives a 35% 
releasing fee. 

Eagle Lion is handling two of 
Small’s pictures on a participation 
basis and a 30% distribution fee. 
It puts up 35% of the budget, some 
of it in deferments, and gets 25% 





Delicate Problem 


News cameramen found 
themselves with a delicate 
problem last week while trying 
to lens a procession of chil- 
dren from Mother Cabrini 
high school entering the Bijou 

“theatre, N. Y., for an invitation 
screening of “Citizen Saint,” 
film biog of the nun for whom 
their school was named. 

Photogs almost literally stood 
on their heads to keep a huge 
electric sign next door out of 
the background. It was for 
the legiter, “Strange Bedfel- 
lows.” 


Space Shortage Nips 
Telenews Coverage 
At Philly Conventions 











of the profits. United Artists is 
distributing two films, but has no 
interest in them beyond its 27'2% 
releasing fee. . 

$1,500,000 Profits 

Based on what the films in re- 
lease are earning and estimates by 
distribution chiefs of what those 
still to go into release may be ex- 
pected to gross, the various dis- 
tribs should get back a total of 
about $1,500,000 in profits for their 
financial participation. Worldwide 
gross for the group of 16 films is 
estimated at better than $17,000,- 
000. That would provide a profit 
of slightly over $5,000,000 after 
distribution costs are subtracted, 
Jeaving the $1,500,000 gravy for the 
distrib investors and $3,500,000 for 
Small. 

Producer’s tremendous profits 
results from an unusually high 
average of jackpot hits among the 
group of films. Latest to come in 


with an unexpected bang is ‘Fuller | 
‘and now Telenews can’t shoulder | 


Brush Man,” Red Skelton-starrer 
made for Col. It cost about $£50,- 
000 to produce and, if it holds its 
present pace, will gross better than 
$2,500,000 worldwide. 

It follows another tremendous 
moneymaker, ““T-Men,” distributed 
by EL. It went into release last 
Christmas and appears certain of 
gctting $1,600,000 domestic ($2,500,- 
000 worldwide) against its $450,000 
production cost. 

Strong 20th Pix 

Even the 20th-Fox pix, in the 
bottom-budget $150, class, are 
showing surprising strength. Two 
are now in release, “The Chal- 
lenge” and “13 Lead Soldiers,” 
and are indicating $400,000 world- 
wide grosses by the speed with 
which they’re playing off—the 
measure of success on low-budget- 
ers. Third one has been delivered, 
two are in the cutting room and 
the sixth will be shot this summer. 

Other films in the group of 16 
are “The Return of Monte Cristo,” 


which Col released about a year | 


ago; ‘Raw Deal,” which EL started 
into distribution June 1; “Black 
Arrow,” which is completed and 
awaiting release by Col; “FBI 
Meets Scotland Yard,” presently in 
production for Col distribution; 


_~ and “Cagliostro,” made in Italy by 


Gregory Ratoff and now being 
edited in Hollywood, with no re- 
lease set, pending its completion. 

On the future shooting schedule 
are “Indian Scout,” slated to go 
before the cameras this month, and 
“The Treasure of Monte Cristo,” 
set for an August start. Both are 
for UA. Another, “Lorna Doone,” 
is to be made in England by Rat- 
off. No release is set for it. 


Nancy Stern Named 
Eastern Selznick Aide 


Nancy Stern, a director of The- 
atre, Inc., Broadway legit produc- 
tion organization, has been named 
eastern studio representative for 
David O. Selznick. She takes over 
July 5, succeeding Robert Ross, 
who has been in England for the 
past month. ‘ 

Ross’s wife, Margalo Gillmore, 
is starred in the London produc- 
tion of the legiter “All My Sons,” 





Confronted with a cold shoulder 
ifrom both the major newsreel 
| firms and the television newsreel 
| outfits, Telenews may be cut off 
|completely from coverage of the 
| forthcoming political conventions 
‘in Philadelphia. As a result, the 
| firm will be forced to depend en- 
tirely on clips from the major reels 
to service both its string of news- 
reel houses and its TV newsreel 
clients. 


Preblem is one of space shortage 
on the floor of Philly’s Convention 
Hall, site of the political conclaves. 
Telenews originally made no bid 
for a camera position with the ma- 
jor reels, preferring to string along 
instead with its bid to handle pool 
film coverage for the TV broad- 
casters. When plans for the TV 
pool fell through, the outfit then 
worked out a deal to lens the con- 
vention proceedings for CBS-TV, 
which had one of the four tele 
newsreel camera positions. That 
deal, too, reportedly fell through 


its way in. 

Other three TV reel 
(N. Y. Daily News) and ABC. NBC 
plans to service its affiliate sta- 
tions not connected to the web via 
the coaxial cable with special film 
material. WPIX will shoot the 
conventions for its syndicated TV 
reel. ABC has offered its position 
to Emerson Yorke, N. Y. indie pro- 
ducer, who plans tentatively to 
provide ABC with a certain num- 
ber of prints on his material and 
syndicate the rest to indie stations 
ala WPIX. 


the proposed take from indie sta- 
tions won’t pay his expenses. He 
stressed, however, that he won't 
compete with the major reels by 
selling to any newsreel houses. 
Following the breakup with CBS, 
Telenews also has made a pitch for 
the ABC camera position. Whether 
it succeeds in getting a footing on 
the floor, however, will depend on 
how Yorke makes out with his bids 
to cover for the indie stations. 





MPAA to Decide On 


Pix for Venice Fete 


Motion Picture Assn. of America, 
following acceptance by the major 
film companies of an invitation to 
participate in the 1948 Venice Film 
Festival, will decide which U. S. 
features and shorts to enter for the 
prizes. Venice festival marks the 
first one endorsed this year by the 
U. S. industry, which participated 
|in several in 1947. 


Venice shindig, from Aug. 11 to 
26, is sponsored by the italian 
government and the International 
Exhibition of Cinematographic Art 
of the Biennale of Venice, in as- 
sociation with the Italian Motion 
Picture Technical Assn. A Grand 
Prix International ds to be award- 
ed for the best feature at the festi- 
val, with three more prizes offered 
for films “outstanding for a com- 





-| plexity of qualities.” 


In addition, there are to be 
prizes for the best director, actor, 
actress, cameraman, composer, 








Film Stunter Killed 
In Non-Pro Flight 


Hollywood, June 15. | 

Frank Clarke, film stunt flier, | 
and Mark Owens, were killed Sat- | 
urday (12) in a plane crash near | 


| Bakersfield. 


Owens was head of gas genera- | 
tor department at Warners. They | 
were flying to gold mine they | 


lowned .at-Dutch Flats and were | 


signaling to a friend on the ground | 


|} when plane crashed into mountain- | 


| side. 


; 


RKO Theatres 





Burn at Goldwyn 


Yorke declared he may decide; 
against accepting the ABC offer if 


} 





positions | 
have been assigned to NBC, WPIX | 


On Selling Chill 


While Samuel Goldwyn and the | 
RKO distribution organizafion, | 
which handles his product, are en- | 
joying a very cordial relationship, | 
the same is hardly true with the 
RKO theatre setup. Circuit execs | 
are burned at the producer’s orders | 
to the distributing company to sell 
“Best Years of Our Lives” away | 
from its affiliated houses in a num- | 
ber of situations. | 

According to the Goldwyn forces, | 
the move was in no way one of 
rancor but merely of common dol- 
lar-and-cents arithmetic. They ob- 
jected to having the highly success- 
ful film, now in regular release 
after advanced admission runs, 
“subject to the RKO system.” Ref- | 
erence is to situations where pol- 
icy, rather than gross, governs the 
length of runs. 

In issuing the edict to sell to 
houses in competition with the 
RKO theatres, Goldwyn sales chiefs 
turned to exhibs who would put | 
holdover figures in contracts. In | 
other words, as long as the film did 
a certain amount of business it, 
would stay. In RKO situations it| 
is frequently mecessary to pull a! 
picture when grosses are still good | 
so that other films don’t pile up| 
and leave subsequent-runs_ with- 
out product. : 

Goldwyn. incidentally, is under- 
stood to have his eye out for more 
firstrun showcases, such as the As- | 
tor, N. Y., on which he has a lease; | 
the Astor, Boston, in which he has | 
a 25° interest, and the Woods,” 
Chicago, where he has a booking 
agreement. , 


Hutton Nixes 2d Pic 


Hollywood, June 15. 

Betty Hutton turned down “The 
Life of Lotta Crabtree” at Para- 
mount after last week rejecting 
“Lady From Lariat Loop.” 

She advised the studio she won't 
do period picture and demands 
modern comedy. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Neil Agnew 
Willard Alexander 
Val Arms 
Charles Boyer 
Abe Burrows 
Charles Crackett 
Jack Chertok 
Gary Cooper 
Eddie Davis 
George Dembow 
Jeff Donnell 

Kirk Douglas 
John Emery 

Ken Englund 
Tomas Flores 
Bryan Foy 

Ed Gardner 
Tamara Geva 
Paulette Goddard 
Monroe Greenthal 
Florence Halop 
June Havoc 
Peter Lind Hayes 
Hugh Herbert 
Saul Jaffe 

Bernie Kamber 
Hugh King 

Lou Levy 

John Lund 

Guy Madison 
Ann Miller 
George Murphy 
Clifford Odets 
Maureen O'Sullivan 
Eleanor Parker 


j 
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'Faces West.” 
openings to date in the southwest, | 





John ~ayne 

Hal Roach 

Edward G. Robinson 
Artur Rodzinski 





Tale of Two Cities 


Following is the tert of one of 


the series of two to three-minute 


speeches being sent by Theatre Owners of America to theatres through- 
out the country for delivery by managers from the stage of their 


houses: 
Greetings friends. I’m (name), 
like te draw you a word picture. 
According to my records, “A 


manager of this theatre and I'd ~ 


Tale of Two Cities” has been 


made into a movie twice. Ii like to give you my tale of two cities. 
They're very much alike. One of them very easily could be our 


town. The other... 


Well, for one thing, nearly everyone works longer hours there. 


The citizens, or most of them get 


up about six o'clock and they’re 


on the job at seven. Nice work, though. The people are congenial, 


too. 
between the highest and 
friendship for each, other. 
Reminds me of the way some of 

They're proud of their homes 


when they get in the money, they 


When they’re working together, there’s very little difference 
lowest 


They 


paid. They have respect and 
ask about each other’s kids. 
us work together here. 
and their gardens. Sometimes, 
dig a swimming pool. 


They go in for baby showers and the women exchange recipes. 


The men think a lot of baseball 
out to the racetrack. 
They read a lot of books. 


and golf .. . sometimes they go 


They have a pretty swell outdoor 


music amphitheatre. They go to the movies a lot. They give plenty 


of time and effort to charity. 


With all this, they go to bed early. 


By 11 o‘clock, their Main 


street is almost deserted. You people here. whe get up at 6 o’clock 
know why that is. Of course, Saturday night there is like Saturday 


night here. 
until 2 a.m. 


They really go to town and have fun. 


Sometimes 


Once in a while, even as here, one of their citizens gets into 
a jam. Some folks just seem bound for trouble no matter where 


they live. 
out where we can and generally 


We're pretty understanding about that here. 


We help 
keep out big mouths shut. 


But in this other city they have a business which keeps them in 


the spotlight. 


If anyone slips, it is headlined all over the country. 


Sometimes the glare obscures the really good work the rest of 
them do and the good lives the rest of them live. 

That’s the main difference in my tale of two cities. So, remember, 
when you hear rumors or gossip about Hollywood folk—they’re 


just like the people in our town. 
town are pretty swell. 
Thanks for listening—and on 


And we think the people in our 


with the show! 








Spiels Showing Civic-Mindedness 
Of Pic Industry Get Big Local Response 


4 
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Alperson’s’ New Indie 


Hollywood, June 15. 

Edward Alperson organized a 
new indie company, Burwood Pic- 
tures, to produce films for release 
through Film Classics, in which he 
is a heavy stockholder. 

Burwood is not connected with 
Alson Pictures, another Alperson 
company which produces for 20th- 
Fox release. 


Ent Mulling Corral For 
‘4 Faces West’ Until Biz 
Stops Going Thataway 


Enterprise has under considera- 





' 


‘tion an order to United Artists to— 


withdraw temporarily from release | 
Harry Sherman's production, “Four | 
Film, in a group of | 


its locale, has done disappointing 
business. 

Charles Einfeld, Ent head, is 
understood to feel it a mistake to 
attempt to buck the natural tide of 
declining summer grosses. He | 
thinks it would be more profitable 
to hold the film for the fall. when 
the boxoffice will theoretically be 
facing an up trend. 

“Faces” is a high-budget hoss | 
opry, produced by Sherman under | 
his pact with Enterprise for release | 
by UA. 





N. Y. to Europe 
Tony Bartley 
Walter Bibo 
Noel Coward 
Al Daff 
Jean Dalrymple 
Duke Ellington 
William Goetz 
Morris Helprin 
Helena Hughes 
Robinson Jeffers 
Ralph Jester 
Jock Lawrence 
Janet Medlin 
Jacques Meyer 
Graham Payn 
Jack Robbins 
David Schine 
Donald Sehine 
Samuel Schneider 
Jesse L. Stern 
Milton Stern 


Europe to N. Y. 

Edna Best 

Ronald Colman 

Bert Friedlob 

Chic Johnson 

I. E. Lopert 

Eleanor Parker 

Spyros Skouras 





and he has gone over to join her. scripter and set designer, plus| Jane Russell 
Success of the show led to Ross’s| prizes for the best shorts and a| A. W. Schwalberg 
decision to remain there the rest | group of technical awards, Jury| Andrew Stone 
of the summer, at least, “so he ; will comprise Italian citizens, with; Don Taylor 
handed | Selaniek ticket.. _| any film not previously shown in| Lawrence Tierney 
_-. ~ Aside from her activities in TI, | Italy to be eligible. Deadline for; Hal Wallis 
» Miss Stern | pcuve in the Ameri- | presentation of prints has been set Ear! Wilson 
be a & Academy. July 15. Harry Witt 
a it ‘ Raat FE -, ee : 





Nat Wolff 


AO meg , a n'a a 


“A Tale of Two Cities,” high- 
lighting Hollywood's differences 
and similarities to any other town, 


- is the latest in the series of speech- 


es Theatre Owners of America is 
sending out to exhibs for talks 
from the stage by house managers. 
It is part of the high-powered in- 
dustry public relations campaign 
in which TOA has been engaged 
for the past several months. 

“Two Cities” is a two-minutes- 
and-10-seconds spiel designed to 
put a better look on the industry. 


_It is the fourth in a series of two- 


to three-minute talks with which 
managers throughout the country 
are being provided. Reports by 
Michigan's Butterfield circuit and 
other houses in which the speeches 
have been given are that audiences 
are very attentive and invariably 
come through with appreciative ap- 
plause at the end. 

TOA is also sending to exhibs a 
series of 15-minute talks. Each of 
these comes in two styles. One is 
for the theatreman himself to de- 
liver and the other is from some 
“friend of the industry,’ whom the 


‘exhib might sell on the idea, to 


make. They are for delivery at 
Parent-Teacher Assn., Rotary, Ki- 
wanis, boards of commerce, wo- 


' men’s. clubs and other such meet- 


ings. A few exhibs have alse ar- 
ranged tieups by which they give 
them on a local radio station. 

One of the three-minute specials 
for managers told of the industry's 
part in helping merchants of Lar- 
amie, Wyo., get on their feet after 
a fire last April 15, wiped out 


_three blocks of the business dis- 


trict at a loss of $3,000,000. People 
of the town set up a “Little Mar- 
shall Plan,” a fund from which 
citizens could borrow, without in- 
terest, until they could get their 
businesses going again. 

“Now where did most of this 
fund come from?” TOA speech 
asks. “You're right! ... the movies 
came through. The local exhibitors 
planned a ‘Good Neighbor Night’ 
and then called on their friends in 

‘Continued on page 22) 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Tom Carpenter 
Joseph Curtis 
Harold Dobrow 
Paul Douglas 

Alex Evelove 

Ruth Hussey 

Evelyn Knight 

Milt Krasny 

Lou Lifton 

Harold Lloyd 

Frank Loesser 

Ona Munson 

N. Peter Rathvon 
Frank P. Rosenberg 
Cc. Y. Tom a 
Philip A. Waxman 
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US. Embargo on Films to France 
Awaits French 65% Tax Measure 


The U. 
an embargo on further shipments 
to France, exactly as it did in the 
case of England, if the cinema bill 
now before the French National 
Assembly is passed. The French | 
technique is entirely different from | 
that of the British, but the effect | 
would be almost the same—a 65° 
tax on American pictures. 

The threatening bill, called a first | 
step toward socialization of the | 
French film industry, took almost 
the entire attention of the board 
of directors of the Motion Picture 
Export Assn. at its meeting in New 
York last Friday (11). ‘The con- 
clave was called primarily to dis- 
cuss the charges that the British 
were hedging and reneging on the 
new Anglo-U. S. films pact, but the 
sudden French action came as such 
a shocker that the London situation 
practically got the brush. 

Eric Johnston, prexy of MPEA 
and of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, stated he would call an- 
other meeting this week to take up | 
the British situation. It was his 
rough estimate to the board that 
the effect of the French legislation 
would be a 65% tax; that caused 
the concentrated attention by the 
directors on that situation. 

Export Assn. directorate gave de- 
tailed consideration to the steps to 
be taken to cope with the French 





on a move, other than that—as in 
the case of the British last August 
—they would not take it lying 
“down. Pulling U. S. product out of 
France 4s a much less serious finan- 
cial matter than it was in England, 
since Yank firms are not getting 
any coin out of the country any- 
(Continued on page 18) 


RKO’S ‘LETTER’ SHORT 
’ FOR ‘AMERICA’ SERIES 


Second in the series of film in- 
dustry shorts on U. S. democracy 
in action, “Letter to a Rebel” is 
ae for general release June 25 

y RKO-Pathe. Series is spon- 
sored by the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America with each member 
company taking turns in produc- 
ing. This pic is being made avail- 
able as part of RKO-Pathe’s “This 
Is America” series, but MPAA is 
aiming to get wider distribution 
for the special 17-minute short 
through exhibitor cooperation. 

“Letter to a Rebel” concerns the 
actual case of a smalltown editor 
who addressed a letter to his son, 
who had been attacking the capi- 
alist system in his college paper. 
It was written by Oviatt McConnell 
and directed by Larry O’Reilly. 


See Par as Ist to Use 
New Cinecolor Process 


Cinecolor, which has been work- 
ing for a number of years on a 
three-color tint process, is expected 
to announce availability of the new 
type film within the next couple 

weeks. It’s reported that Para- 
mount feature will be the initial 
one made with the process, and 








simultaneously with that of Cine- 


Technicolor is the only three- 
color process commercially avail- 
able currently. It is expected that 
it will remain slightly more costly 
than the Cinecolor method. Dis- 
closure of the Cinecolor develop- 
ment was made to its board at a 


S. film industry will slap + 





Shanghaied Prices 
Shanghai, June 8. 

American film distributors 
are threatening to withdraw 
from the Shanghai market un- 
less they can hike their admis- 
sion prices. 

Top admission is now $130,- 
000, Chinese currency, or less 
than 13c in U. S. coin. 


U. S. Pixers Offer 
An Extension On 
French Checkrein 


Paris, June 15. 
American film industry has of- 


fered to continue its check on 
flooding the French market with 
its product, provided the adminis- 
tration admits 17 features and 85 
shorts which are currently being 
held up because they are more 
than two years old. French- rules 
prohibit entry of pix beyond that 
age. 

Frank McCarthy, continental rep 
of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, made the offer to con- 
tinue the voluntary curb on new 
imports as part of the general 
maneuvering in which he’s en- 
gaged to head off the disastrous 
Geraud-Jouve bill, which would 
impose heavy taxes on U. S. fifms. 
French industry’s fear of being 
flooded with new American pix is 
behind McCarthy’s offer to con- 
tinue the U. S. industry’s self- 
injunction against importation of 
more than 15 features per major, 
ng expires shortly, to July 31, 

4 


One of the results of the nego- 
tiations by McCarthy and Gerald 
Mayer, MPAA foreign chief, who 
arrived here last week, reportedly 
is the winning of a delay by the 
French Assembly in voting on the 
Geraud-Jouve measure. It’s under- 
stood the bill now won’t be taken 
up for two weeks, pending talks 
with government officials by the 
American reps. 

In the meantime, the main issue, 
that of getting home some of the 
$18,000,000 frozen here, is not 
moving appreciably. American 
execs, both visiting and resident, 
are stonewalled, although pix con- 
tinue to be imported despite the 
fact their income is frozen. 

At the same time, the French 
industry is holding meetings to try 
to get out of its current mire and, 
in keeping with local habit, is seek- 
ing. salvation in a government sub- 
sidy. It is requesting an immediate 
appropriation of $3,000,000. 


REPORT FRED JACK DUE 
TO SUCCEED ORR AT UA 


Fred Jack, southwestern district 
manager of United Artists, is re- 
portedly slated to succeed Maury 
Orr as western division salesman- 
ager. Orr submitted his resignation 


last week, effective July 1, to be- 
come president of the Orr Blanket 
Co., of Piqua, O.. Latter business 
was founded by his grandfather at 
the turn of the century. 














meeting in New York last week. 





‘ 


Lenard Heads Story Guild | 


Hollywood, June 15. 

__Kay Lenard is the new president | 
of the Screen Story Analysts 
Guild. with Giwio Ansuso as vee- 
pee; Margarite Stearns, recording | 
secretary; Sonia Volachova, corre- | 
sponding secretary; Doris Leavitt, 
treasurer, and Angela Rouse, finan- 
cial secretary. 

New board of trustees consists 
of Desmond Knott, Marian Prior 
_and Eve Wasserman. 


Jack is virtually definitely slated 
jto take over Orr’s duties tempo- 
| rarily when the latter leaves and 
it is understood likely that the 
temporary assignment may be ex- 
‘tended into a permanent one. In 
any case, he would spend almost 
‘all of his time on the road, in keep- 
bed with a desire by prexy Grad 
|Sears to hypo UA’s biz by having 
ithe sales execs close to the situa- 
ition. 

Orr came into the business as a 
salesman in 1914. He joined UA in 
1943 and became division manager 
three years ago. 





15, FIRMS EYE 
BAIT. EANIB DEAL 


Strong. possibility exists that 
some American distribs may com- 
bine forces with British exhibitors 
to form a fourth major circuit in 
England. United Artists and Co- 
lumbia are in the vanguard of the 
Yank firms anxious to provide the 
answer to J. Arthur Rank’s al- 
leged discrimination against U. S. 
films on his Odeon and Gaumont- 
British chains. 

Sidney Bernstein is the leader 
of the British independent exhib- 
itor group whose houses would 
make up the new circuit. Bern- 
stein’s powerful Granada chain 
would be the nucleus. Bernstein, 
who has spent much of the post- 
war period on production activi- 
ties in the U. S., is currently in 
Britain iuddling on the prospect. 

The circuit exec’s experience in 
production, as a matter of fact, 
would prove valuable in solving 
one of the prime difficulties facing 
the new circuit. That is that it 
must have a guarantee of sufficient 
product to meet the new exhibitor 
quota requirements. That means 
around 23 British-made films 
yearly. 

There’s certain to be no diffi- 
culty in fulfilling the new circuit’s 
requirements for American pic- 

(Continued on page 23) 


IST OF 10 CANADIAN 





PIX STARTS IN SUMMER | 


First of 10 pictures to be pro- 
duced in Canada during the next 
two years for Monogram release 
will be launched this summer, ac- 
cording to Taylor Mills, Motion 
Picture Assn. of America coordina- 
tor of the industry’s Canadian co- 
operation project. Speaking be- 
fore 30 film execs at an MPAA 
luncheon at the Harvard Club, 
N. Y., Monday (14), Mills said most 
of the major companies were plan- 
ning to produce films in Canada 
during the next several years. 

Donald Gordon, deputy governor 
of the Bank of Canada, who was 
the guest of honor, was the chief 
factor in initiating the cooperation 
project, in which the U. S. film 
industry agreed to help Canada’s 
strained dollar situation by divert- 
ing some of its production to that 
country. 


Lardner Signed In 
Defiance of Johnston 


Hollywood, June 15. 

Ring Lardner, Jr., is the first of 
the “unfriendly 10” to return to 
work as a screenwriter. Scribe was 
signed to screenplay a John Stein- 
beck story, “Pastures of Heaven,” 
to be produced independently by 
Burgess Meredith and Steinbeck. 
Signing was in direct defiance of 
Eric Johnston’s edict that none of 
the indicted writers would be per- 
mitted to work on the film lots un- 
til they had been cleared of con- 
tempt charges. 

Signing of Lardner was a part- 
nership deal in which he starts off 
with a retainer of $5,000. 








Helprin to Eurepe On 
Huxley’s Rome Film 


Morris Helprin, who heads Sir 


‘Alexander Korda’s interests in the 


U. S., planed to London yesterday 
(Tuesday) from New York for two 
or three weeks abroad. Principal 
purpose of his visit will be to con- 
tinue setting of preparations for 
production by Aldous Huxley of 
“Rest Cure” in Rome.” Sir Alex’s 
brother, Zoltan, will direct the 
film, which will be made this sum- 
mer. It’s the first time Huxley 
has done any film-producing. 
Helprin recently confabbed with 
Huxley and Zoltan Korda on the 
Coast. After talks with Sir Alex 
in London he’ll go on to Rome to 
continue setting up the production 
there. Helprin is also slated to 
huddle with the British producer 
on details of the deals by which 
Korda is to make films in associa- 
tion with David O. Selznick and 
Samuel Goldwyn in England. 











Rank to Crack Whip on Exhibs 
In England Who Hedge on 45% Quota 





Skeptical on Rank . 
London, June 15. 

J. Arthur Rank’s announce- 
ment that he would release 60 
films next year has been greet- 
ed skeptically in many quar- 
ters. Scottish theatre owner 
Sir Alexander King offered, at 
a recent Films Councii meei- 
ing, to back up his doubt with 
money. 

He said he'd bet Rank 
$40,000 that he wouldn't pro- 
duce that many films in 1949. 


Rank Making Up 
For Tax-Tiff Snag 
With 60 in 1 Yr. 


London, June 15. 


J. Arthur Rank’s surprising boost 
to 60 in the number of new films 
which he plans to release in 1948- 
49 is seen as an attempt by him to 
catch up lost time caused by the 
Anglo-American tax tiff and the 
Yank boycott that followed. Like 
the American distribs here, Rank 
had also hoarded his new pix dur- 
ing the boycott while filling in 
with reissues. Now he finds a flock 
of films on his hands which ordi- 
narily would have been played off. 

Actually 70 Rank features will 
hit the Gaumont-British and Odeon 
screens from October, 1948, to 
October, 1949, since he is also 
scheduling 10 reissues. Since the 
two circuits can only take 104 
features in the year, it leaves only 
34 Yank entries for those houses. 


At that rate, even the films of 
Universal and Eagle Lion, partners 
with Rank, will be strictly limited. 
However, that prospect is not a 
violation of Rank’s reciprocal dis- 
tribution deal with the two com- 
panies since their contracts do not 
provide for any minimum number 
of films to be played on the GB 
and Odeon circuits. Nor is there 
any provision requiring the return 
of a minimum in revenues from 
Rank’s handling of films from U 
and EL. 

Some of Rank’s films which had 
been slated to be released this 
year but were held over because 
of the tax situation are “The Blue 
Lagoon,” “The Passionate Friends,” 
“Eureka Stockade,” “Saraband for 
Dead Kovers” and “Scott of the 
Antarctic. ” 

Of “the 60 pix, 10 will come from 
Independent Producers, 14° from 
Two Cities, 21 from Gainsborough, 
eight from the associated Ealing 
studios, three from Aquila Produc- 
tions and four from other pro- 
ducers. 

Additionally, 








nine 60-minute 
features will be available from 
Highbury studios. They're in- 
tended, mainly, for theatres that 
change programs twice or more 
per week. 

Rank originally announced re- 
lease of 40 films during the com- 
ing year. 


W. C. MacMILLEN, JR., 








NAMED EL VEEPEE 


William C. MacMillen, Jr., a 
aide and associate of Robert R. 
Young, controlling stockholder in 
Pathe Industries, has been named 
veepee in charge of operations of 
Eagle Lion, wholly-owned Pathe 
subsid. He will also serve as 
veepee of EL’s studios. He'll super- 
vise administration, personnel and 
finance. 

New EL exec will headquarter | 
in New York. His appointment in| 
no way affects positiom of William 





J. Heineman, distribution veepee. | 
MacMillen has been prez of the 
Federation of Railway Progress 
and is a director of Missouri Pa- 








cific railroad. 


London, June 15. 

J. Arthur Rank figuratively pre- 
pared to apply the lash today to 
British exhibs who attempt to 
evade playing their full share of 
English films. Theatremen must 
show a minimum of 45% of British 
top features and 25% of support- 
ing features and shorts under 
terms of the 1948 Films Act, an- 
nounced to Parliament yesterday 
(Monday) by Harold Wilson, prez 
of the Board of Trade. 

New quota rules become effect- 
ive Oct. 1 and are operative for 
one year. They replace the cur- 
rent quota laws, now 10 years old, 
which provide for 1742°% domestic 
product in British theatres. Parlia- 
mentary approval of the new rules 
is seen as certain. 

Even under the old regulations, 
British exhibs have been failing to 
play the minimum quantity of pix 
required. Since there weren’t 
enough domestic films to go around 
during the war, their defaults car- 
ried little consequence. 

The situation in the future is 
going to be different, Rank em- 
phasized strongly in a press con- 
ference shortly after the new quota 
figures were announced. He said 
he was “scandalized” at the num- 
ber of defaults and was going to 
“take oft his coat and personally” 
see that every exhib lives up to 
the quota requirements. 

“I want this new Films Act to 
be carried out and no excuse to 
be made that the films are not ob- 

(Continued on page 23) 


RANK CENTRALIZES 
CONTROL OF THEATRES 


London, June 15. 

J. Arthur Rank announced yes- 
terday (Monday) the formation of 
his Circuits Management Assn., 
Ltd., which will bring all of the 
564 houses of his Odeon and Gau- 
mont-British circuits under cen- 
tralized control. Pooling arrange- 
ment, which Rank has been setting 
up for months, he said would en- 
able more efficient administration 
and booking. 

About 300 to 400 employees 
would be leaving the combined or- 
ganizations, Rank estimated, be- 
cause of the increased efficiency. 
He said that the two circuits would 
continue to book separately, but all 
other operations would be com- 
bined. The Board of Trade has 
approved the move, he added. 


New FCC Rule As 
Benefit to Pic Prod. 


Washington, June 15. 

New FCC rules revision on 
mobile radio services is figured to 
benefit greatly motion picture pro- 
duction. 

At present, the film industry is 
allowed only one frequency, at 
1,652 kilocycles, for radio contact 
between a studio and a location 
crew. That means, consequently, 
that different studios working on 
location at the same time were 
forced to share the frequency. 
Under the new ruling, studios may 
be eligible for frequencies in sev- 
eral industrial categories. 

New rulings would permit film 
production crews to operate in any 
of the following commercial or in- 
dustrial relations categories: (1) 
predominantly rural in nature; 
(2) involving an element of hazard 








to life and property, and (3) in the 


low-power operation. These cate- 
| gories now have all been assigned 
different radio frequencies. 


Opera Shorts 
Hollywood, June 15. 
Amalgamated Pictures is rolling 
first of a series of 30-minute shorts 
in color based on grand opera. 
Initialer is “I Pagliacci” and will 
be shot at Hal Reach studio on two- 





day schedule. 


First will be shown to J. Arthur 
Rank and, it’s understood, if Brit- 
ish topper likes it, Amalgamated 
will be given contract to do 50 
shorts for Rank distribution. 
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APRIL 29 
SPENCER TRACY, KATHARINE HEPBURN, VAN JOHNSON, Angela Lansbury, 
Adoiphe Menjou, Lewis Stone in FRANK CAPRA'’s “STATE OF THE UNION.” 


MAY 20 
“SUMMER HOLIDAY” (Technicolor). MICKEY ROONEY, GLORIA De HAVEN, 
Walter Huston, Frank Morgan, Butch Jenkins, Marilyn Maxwell, Agnes 
Moorehead, Selena Royle. 


MAY 27 
CLARK GABLE, LANA TURNER, Anne Baxter, John Hodiak in 
“HOMECOMING” Ray Collins, Gladys Cooper, Cameron Mitchell, 


9 Si adh: nel n ft ebiet  Belgin INC cet Ba> ~ eal 








sSUNE 3 


“BIG CITY,” Starring Margaret O'Brien, Robert Preston, Danny Thomas, 
George Murphy, Karin Booth, Edward Arnold, Butch Jenkins, Betty Garrett, 
Lotte Lehmann. 


JUNE 10 
JUDY GARLAND, GENE KELLY in “THE PIRATE” (Technicolor). Walter Sieza 
Gladys Cooper, Reginald Owen. . 
JUNE 24 


ESTHER WILLIAMS, PETER LAWFORD, RICARDO MONTALBAN, JIMMY 
DURANTE, CYD CHARISSE, XAVIER CUGAT in “ON AN ISLAND WITH 
YOU" (Technicolor). on 
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JULY 8 
IRVING BERLIN’s “EASTER PARADE” (Technicolor). Starring 
JUDY GARLAND, FRED ASTAIRE, PETER LAWFORD, ANN MILLER. 


JULY 29 
“A DATE WITH JUDY” (Technicolor). Starring WALLACE BEERY, JANE POWELL, 
ELIZABETH TAYLOR, CARMEN MIRANDA, XAVIER CUGAT, ROBERT STACK. 


~~ AUGUST 5 
LAWFORD;~EON, WALTER PIDGEON in “JULIA MISBEHAVES” PETER 
vce, Mary Boland, AYLOR, CESAR ROMERO, Lucile Watson, Nigel 
Owen. 





ame 
| q 


AUGUST 12 
RED SKELTON, BRIAN DONLEVY in “A SOUTHERN YANKEE” Arlene Dahli, 
Gsorge Covlouris, Lloyd Gough, John Ireland, Minor Watson. 


SEPTEMBER 


“THE THREE MUSKETEERS” (Technicolor), LANA TURNER, GENE KELLY, 
JUNE ALLYSON, VAN HEFLIN, ANGELA LANSBURY, Frank Morgan, Vincent 
Price, Keenan Wynn, John Sutton, Gig Young. : 


* * * 


LASSIE in “HILLS OF HOME” (Technicolor). Co-starring EDMUND _GWENN, 
DONALD CRISP, TOM DRAKE, JANET LEIGH,” 
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A Foreign Affair 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, June 11. 


Paramount release of Charlies Brackett 
roduction. Stars Jean Arthur, Marlene 
Yietrich, John Lund; features Willard 


Mitchell. Directed by Billy Wilder, Sereen- 
play, Charies Brackett, Billy Wilder, Rich- 
ard L. Breen; adaptation, Robert Harari; 
original story, David Shaw; camera, Charles 
3. fang, Jr.: editor, Doane Iarrison; 


songs, Frederick Wollander, Vradeshown in 


Los Angeles, June 11, 48 Running time, 
115 MINS. 

Phoebe Frost... esseees Sean Arthm 
Krika Von Schiuvetew .. Marlene Dietrich 
Captain John Pringle.... . john Lund 
«ol. Rufus J. Vlurnmer Millard Mitebell 
Hans Otto Birge! Peter von Zerneck 
res es Wer Stanley Praget 
eerie ire eT, Bill Murphy 
iD RED... cans seéegueaasee Cordon Jon 
Becond. M.P...ccccscessssces Freddie Steele 
Pennecott... Raymond Bond 
CPiffis ‘ .. Boyd Davis 
RC PAUS. ..ccesd sdetveonseescas Robert Maicoim 
Yandell es eeeee- St harles Meredith 
Balvatore.. « 0s e@ee8 6900 Michael Raffetto 
Lieut. llornby.......@.--.-..dames Larmore , 
Lieut. Colon@l.......-++-+- Damien O'Flynn 





“S Foreign Affair” is a witty 
satire developed around a Con- 
gressional investigation of Gli 
morals in Germany. The humor to 
which such a theme lends itself 
has been given a stinging bite, 
even though ted breadly te 
tickle the risibilities. Boxoffice re- 
action should be strong. 

Solons whe take their probes 
seriously are likely to be uncom- 
fortable in light of the Charles 
Brackett-Billy Wilder treatment of 
“Affair.” While subject is handled 
for comedy, pair have managed to 
underlay the fun with an expose 
of human frailities and, to some 
extent, indicate a passive bitter- 
ness among the conquered in the | 
occupied areas. J 

Jean Arthur is back in a top- 
flight characterization after a con- 
siderable sereen absence. As a 
spinsterish Con oman, she 
furnisheg the distaff tou to an 
elemental girl-meets-boy angle in 
the story. The boy is John Lund, 
and his handling of the role of a 
fraternizing Army captain who 
warms up the femme solon should 
build a respectable fan following. 

Marlene Dietrich personifies the 
eternal siren as an opportunist 
German femme who furnishes 
Lund with off-duty diversion. Also, 
she gives the Dietrich s.a. treat- 
ment to three Frederick Hollan 
tunes, lyries of which completely 
express the cynical undertones of 
the film. Numbers are “Black 
Market,” “Illusions” and “Ruins 
of Berlin.” 

Light musical moments spring 
from Miss Arthur’s quaverings on 
“Towa Corn Song,” a “Deep in the 
Heart of Texas” treatment and 
“Meadowland.” 

Brackett, Wilder and Richard L. 
Breen have spotted their script 


with whiplash dialog that con-} 


trasts with almost slapstick style 


with which Wilder's direction 
piays some of the . The 
combination is good but causes 


the laughs to tread too closely on 
a number of the catch lines. Plot 
ett nfs hte 
mittee w to to 
§ rolific fra- 
ternization between GI's -and frau- 
leins. The tosses many a 
' Arthur’s unawak- 
ened feelings, and place takes on 
spicy interest when Lund makes 
a play for the Congresswoman to 
divert her from discovering his 
7 affiliation with Miss Diet- 
rich. 

Millard Mitchell heads the fea- 
tured players with a solid per- 
formance. As the colonel responsi- 
ble for Lund- and the 
from Washington, Mitchell reads 
into the role a lot of dry fun and 
bite. Stanley Prager and Bill 
Murphy are an expert pair of 
fraulein-chasing GIs. 
Jones and Freddie Steele are good 
as M. P.’s, and others in the cast 
deliver competently. 

Much of the action 

rounded against actual 
ootage. Charles B. Lang 
ace lensing chore, and there 
photographic assists from 
work by Farciot Edouart and Dew- 
ey Wrigley, and the special effects 
by Gordon Jennings. 


Lalu Belle. 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, June 12. 


Columbia release of Benedict Bogeaus pro- 
duction. Stars Derothy Lamour, G 
Montgomery ; features Albert Dekker. 
Kruger, Glenda Farrel, Greg McClure. 
rected by Leslie Fenton. Sx reenplay, KNver- 
eit Freeman: added di: loe, Karl Lamb: 
based on play by Charles MacArthur and 


i 





Bidward Sheldon: camera, Ernest Laszlo; 
pores James pati: music, Henry Rus- 
Bell. reviewed June #, ‘48, mpi j 
86 MINS. Re ting time, 
Lulu Belles. WAS. Dorothy Lamour 
George Davis..........,George Montgomery 
Mark Bredy.................Albert Dekker 
Harry Randolph......... -...Otto Kruger 
Molly Benson... ....ieecceces Glenda Farrell 
tc COOMBE iss chi acces ve. Greg MeClure 
Mrs. Randolph.........., Charlotte Wyaters 
Commissioner Dixon...... Addison Richards 
uke Weavef........... +... Wiliam Haade 
Ha Gl ban 6 <8 gape ds O. . aoe od Ben Erway 
PRS MNOOE EL Di ince’s bo) 0 6 ek wai Clancy Cooper 
Brady's Bodyguards..... ‘hn Indrisano, 


27 Bud Wiser 





“Lulu Belle” is an old-fashioned 


Miniature Reviews. 


“A Foreign Affair” (Par). 
Jean Arthur. John Lund and 
Marlene Dietrich in strong 
laugh film. 

“Lulu Belle” (Col) (Songs). 
Dorothy Lamour in old play 
about a gal who romanced her 
way to Broadway. 

“Beyond Glory” (Par). A 
kudo to the officer standards of 
West Point with Alan Ladd to 
sharpen boxoffice interest. 

“Mickey” (Songs - Color) 
(EL). Minor yarn about a 
tomboy’s awakening into 
young womanhood. 

“Michael O’Halieran” ‘ Mono) 
Sentimental story of youth that 
should find easy going in small- 
er, family-trade situations. 

“My Sister And I” ‘GFD). 
Weak British thriller of little 


appeal. 
“Portrait of Innecence” 
(Freneh) (‘Siritzky). — French 


laugh vehicle; may please kid 
audiences but thin for adult 
audiences in foreign-language 
spots. 

“Uneasy Terms” (Pathe). 
Lightweight British whodunit 
is mild entry. 

“Razzia” (German) (Artkino). 
German-made melier of black- 
marketeers is gripping fare. 








likely to find the boxoffice going 
spotty. What returns it does rate 
will depend on Dorothy Lamour's 
name and type of exploitation 
used to attract the femmes to plot's 
bad-girl theme. Its a screen 
adaptation of the old Charles Mac- 
Arthur-Edward Sheldon play, origi- 
nally preduced by David Belasco, 
and has undergone a film cleanup 
to dodge censors. 

Miss Lamour gives considerable 

life to her title role. She also sells 
four tunes with a sultry persenal- 
ity, and songs listen well. 
Russell cleffed “I'd Be Lost If I 
Ever Lost You,” “Sweetie Pie” and 
the titie tune. Others are the 
oldie “I Can’t Tell Why I Love 
You,” by Gus Edwards and Will 
D. Cobb, and “The Ace in the 
Hole,’ by George Mitchell and 
James Dempsey. 

Script by Everett Freeman pro- 
jects the career of Miss Lamour 
from her waterfront saloon days 
in Natchez to success in New Or- 
leans and New York, goals achieved 
by conveniently placed male step- 
ping stones. The blighting effect 

has on the masculine elements 
in her climb upward is in keeping 
with obvious development of the 
tale and, except for the implied 
sinfulness of her use of charms, 
the interest isn't very strong. 

George Montgomery's co-star- 
ring role is a complication of weak- 
ness and strength. As the young 
lawyer who gives up his fiancee 
and law practice in Natchez to 
elope with Lulu Belle, he doesn’t 


have much to do. There’s. char- 


acter weakness in the manner in 
which he sits back while the vamp 
agence ays from lover to lover, and 

is only. strength comes at the 
finale, when he walks off without 
her even though she is ready to 
settle down. 


Progression of lovers starts with 
Greg McClure, a pugilist, then 
moves on to Albert Dekker, gam- 
ler, and Otto Kruger, railroad 
capitalist. Trio competently answer 
story demands. Glenda Farrell, 
Charlotte Wynters, Addison Rich- 
ards, William WHaade, Clancy 
Cooper, and George Lewis are 
among okay support. 

Leslie Fenton's direction of the 
Benedict Bogeaus production isn’t 
one of his better credits. Photog- 
raphy by Ernest Laszlo is hard on 


the eyes. Other technical values | g2 


supplied under Bogeaus’ super- 
vision are in keeping with the 
period piece. Brog. 





Lysistrata 
(Triumph of Love) 

The first filmization of the 
classic Greek comedy, “Lysis- 
trata,” which opens at the Am- 
_ bassador, N. Y., Friday (19), 
was in Vienna by 
Wien_r Mundus Films. Pic, be- 
ing released in the U. S. by 
Distinguished Films, was re- 
viewed in VARIETY from Vien- 
na April 23, 1947, under the 
title, “Triumph of Love.” Isra, 
Variety's reviewer, said the 
“film was burdened with a 
sorry mess of new dialog and 
even heavier weight of highly 
modern, unmelodious music. It 
has little chance in the U. S.” 
Of the cast headed by Ju- 
dith Holzmeister and O. W. 
Fischer, the review singled out 
the performance of Inge Kon- 
radi, “who emerges as a young, 
fresh personality, giving con- 
siderable life and charm to 
the role of Lysistrata’s serv- 
ant.” Pic, which ran 110 
minutes when caught, has 
been cut to 85 for its showing 





meller that seems 





in the U.S. 





’ 
Beyond Glory 
Hollywood, June 12. 
Paramount release of Robert Fellows pro- 
dnetion, Stars Alan Ladd, Donna Reed; feu- 
‘ures George Macready, George Coulouris, 
Harold Vermilyea, Heury Travers. Directed 
hy John Farrow. Screenplay, Jonathan Lat- 





imer, Charles Marquis Warren, William 
Wister Haines; camera, John F. Seitz; edi- 
ter, Eda Warren; muste seore, Victor 
i Younes. Tradeshown at Los Angeles, Juve 
113. 4%. Running time, 82 MAINS, 
i cadet ‘‘Reoeky’’? Gilman.......,.-Alan Ladd 
|} Ann Daphele...........-cease Denna Reed 
| Major General Bond......George Macready 
few ProctOr......-++ssec (corge Coulouris 
Raymond Denmore, Sr....Jfarold Vermilyea 
i Pop Dewing.......-..-s.-.-tlemry Travers 
| ber. White bats aed ...Luis Van Rooten 
! Captain Harry Daniels ..Tom Neal 
i Raymond De nmerel J Congad Janis 
| ?o i as : Margaret Field 
| Milles . ....Paul Lee: 
le det Set. Kddie Lougbli Dick Hogon 
Phoma ae Audie Murphys 
i Mrs. Daniels...+-.++-+e+++-Cirraldine Wall 
F seRRnst  . cusceeervoreonct RECN VARs 
ee pdb eeontages Russell Wade 


Sohn Craig......scccc.«.. Vincent Donahue 
General Presscoit...-..++- Steve Pendleton 
Colonel Stoddard.........-- Harland Tucker 





“Beyond Glory” is a different ap- 
proach to an Alan Ladd starring 
vehicle. The Paramount action 
star comes off rather well in a 
story characterization directed at 
kudosing West Point standards for 
officer candidates. His name on 
the marquee should attract good 
initial business. How well film 
does after that will depend upon 
fans’ attitude towards a part that 
‘has only an implication of the 
| muscle-flexing and swashbuckling 
usually associated with his name. 

Story is one that demands close 
audience attention because of the 
flashback method of telling. It has 
interest that attracts, even though 
climax discloses a rather thin prem- 
ise for plot motivation. Ladd is 
seen as a World War II veferan 
whose belief that hé is responsible 
for the combat death of a buddy 
leads to his enrollment at West 
Point. 

Plot opens with Ladd called from 
parade grounds to be a witness at 
reinstatement of a former cadet, 
discharged on Ladd’s testimony. 
Little by little, details of Ladd’s 
background, his drafting and rise 
in the Army, enrollment at the 
Point and love for his dead buddy's 
widow are brought to the front as 
the former cadet’s attorney seeks 
to prove Ladd is a coward and un- 
worthy of wearing a West Point 
uniform. Hinge of the charge is 
Ladd’s own belief that he delayed 
an attack three minutes, giving the 
enemy time to blast his friend. 
Finale discloses Ladd was recover- 
ing from concussion caused by a 
near-miss of an enemy sheli during 
the fatal period. His honor is re- 
stored to bring a happy ending. 

Principal interest falls to Ladd, 
and he _ delivers competently. 
Donna Reed lends a quiet charm as 
the war widow who believes in 
Ladd. For once, George Macready 
isn't a heavy, depicting the West 
Point major general. Good char- 
acter roles are filled by George 
Ceulouris, Harold Vermilyea and 
Henry Travers. Conrad Janis is 
the discharged cadet. Tom Neal is 
good as Ladd’s Army buddy, as is 
Dick Hogan. Luis Van Rooten as 
a doctor, Audie Murphy, another 
cadet, and others in the cast 
measure up to pic’s demands. 

John Farrew has given the pic- 
ture well-rounded direction to hold 
interest. Original script by Jona- 
than Latimer, Charles Marquis 
Warren and William Wister Haines 
presents an attractive picture of 
plebe life and Academy aims. 

Robert Fellows has climaxed his 
production with a clip of General 
Eisenhower delivering a graduation 
speech to a West Point class, a 
neat showmanly touch that matches 
other facets of his supervision. 
Among technical aids are photog- 
‘by John F. Seitz, stirring 
musical direction by Victor Young 
and good editing that holds film to 
minutes. Brog. 





Mickey 
(COLOR-SONGS) 


Eagle Lion release of Aubrey Schenck pro- 
duction. Stars Lois Butler, Bill Goodwin. 
Irene Hervey, John Sutton; features Rose 
Hobart, Hattie MeDanjel, Beverly Wills, 
Leon Tyler. Directed “by Ralph Murphy. 
Screenplay, Muriel Roy Bolton and Agnes 
Christine Johnston; from novel, ‘‘Clemen- 
tine,” by Peggy Goodin: songs composed 
and adapted by Murio-Silva and Randolph 
Van Scovk; camera (Cinecolor), John W. 
Heyle; musical score, Marlin Skiles; gnusi- 
cal director, Irving Friedman; editor, Nor- 
man Colbert. Previewed in N. ¥., June i, 


‘48. Runnieg time, 87 MINS, 

EMP i u's ¥ sie cisads svt ower ake katate atior 
gs CaS ee ta eae Lili Goolwin 
Lotziag WANS. «ics csscseei os Irene Hervey 
Uy We PES cs ta. wdaawncaséasel John Sutton 
Lydia Matthews...ccccses ..... Rose Hobsort 
POR rs tines beak enees a¥bs Hattie MeDaniel 
eS eee Skippy Homeier 
eo ge) Reverly Wills 
Robbie Matthews............... i@on Tyler 





Lois Butler, whom Eagle Lion is 
trying to buéid into a_ boxoffice 
name, is given little help in that 
direction by this production of 
“Mickey.” Any promise or appeal 
the young actress may have is de- 
spite the picture, net because of it. 
Despite the use of color and ap- 
parent studio effort, “Mickey” is a 
minor item unlikely to draw at the 

et, impress or amuse audi- 
ences or exploit talent. 

Miss Butler is an attractive and 
likeable youngster, with carrot col- 








End of the River 


“End of the River,’ a J. 
Arthur Rank-Archers ( Michael 
Powell-Emeric Pressburger) 
production which opens at the 
Park Avenue, N. Y., today 
(Wed.), is being released in 
the U. S. by Universal-Inter- 
national. It was reviewed in 
Variety from London, Nov. 
12, 1947. Varrety’s London re- 
viewer (Cane) felt the film 
“would be very tough to sell 
in the U. S.” and had “‘little 
to offer at the boxoffice.” 

Star= of pic; which has a 
Brazilian locale, are Sabu and 
Bibi Ferreira, publicized as 
the ‘first lady of the Brazilian 
theatre.”’ Cane also noted that 
‘‘minor parts were well 
played” but “the acting by the 
stars called for little com- 
ment.” 








ored hair (at least in this picture), 
suitably giriish figure, warm smile 
and a disarming directness. She 
has a_ pleasing soprano voice, 
though apparently not one appro- 
priate for pop singing. 
matic ability is at least adequate 
for the modest demands of this ve- 


hicle; whether it’s any more than | 
that must wait more testing parts | 


and pictures. 
“Mickey,” adapted from a novel 
called ‘ “Clementine,” is a_ stilted 


and arch yarn about a tomboy’s | 
painful transition to young woman- | 


hood. The plot is elaborately con- 
trived, 
and the dialog painfully arch. Con- 


sequently, what might have been a | 
touching story about a timeless sub- | 
ject is incredible, silly and a trifle. 


irritating. 

Instead of covering up the 
script’s weakness, Ralph Murphy’s 
direction accentuates the obvious. 
Bill Goodwin is plausible and syin- 
pathetic as the girl’s understand- 
ably confused  widower-father. 
Irene Hervey is good-looking and 
winning as the helpful next-door- 
visitor. 

Rose Hobart is believable as a 
catty mama out to marry the hero- 
ine’s father. Skippy Homeier seems 
authentic as a he-man teenager. 
Hattie McDaniel, Beverly’ Wills, 
Leon Tyler and John Sutton are 


acceptable in supporting parts. | 


There are several semi-classic type 
songs in the picture, all sung by 
Miss Butler. The color photography 


is uneven and, for a lightweight | 


picture, seems pretentious. Hobe. 


Miehael O’Halleran 
Hollywood, June 12. 


Monogram release of Julian Lesser-Frank 
Melford production, Stars Seotty Beckett, 
Allene Roberts; features Tommy (ouk, Isa- 
bel Jewell, Charles Arnt, Jonathan Hate, 
Gladys Blake, Roy Gordon, Florence Auer, 
William: Haade. Directed by John Rawlins. 
Sereenplay, Erna Lazarus, from novel by 
Gene Stratton-Porter; camera, Jack Me- 
Kenzie: editor, Merrill White: asseciate, 
John Sheets; musie direction, Lud Gluskin, 
Previewed in Hollywood Jure %, ‘48. Run- 
ning time, 79 MINS, 

Midbael. iiicciccisniee escee ScOtty Beckett 


Lily... 2. -seorvcccencscvcoses Allene Roberts 
JOOY....++..eneedeserreseveoee DOMED. COG 
Mrs. Ne@ISON.<cecccossoess esse Isabel Jewell 
Doe Braa@ecccdcrticdedcedseace Charles Arnt 
FOESS.. «Eb icc yen pesbbsonyes Jonathan Hale 
Salestady ...sccccscccsessccces Gladys Blake 
Dt; CRETON i vcndcs cadences sees > Roy Gordon 
Mrae.-Crawford. ....cccesecee:: Flerence Auer 
Detective.......ceseeee-..--William Haade 
i), & . Serre Dorothy Granger 
Doctor Johnson............. Douglas Evans 
Mintek RUGS. 2566 fdres coats Beverly Jons 
Officer Barker... ..+seseeeses. Greg, Barton 
T.OMNErBan.......rccosceccccese+: Lee Phelps 
Sereoer BEMStin. 2s. <sccvccewess Harry Serang 
POOL pics cOyertccecéeicrsesvieri mee. aie 
Perr eT erry tay Pee Ethyl Halls 
CR so 54 dn keehad othe ot 0nd Ralph Brooks 
COMre CROP sc ocecieccccccsedodas Rob Haines | 





“Michael O’Halloran” is a senti- 
mental offering with appeal to fam- 
ily trade in smaller situations. Film 
gains value because the makers 
have recognized it for what it is— 


‘a tearjerker—and stuck to a 


straight treatment. Production 
dress is good for the modest 
budget, and direction, playing and 
scripting carry interest. 

Scotty Beckett does the title role 
as an orphan making his own as a 
newsboy. When Isabel Jewell, 
drunkard mother of Allene Rob- 
erts, a cripple, is injured, Beckett 
takes the girl to live with him. He 
arranges for a noted doctor to diag- 
nose her affliction, finds out it’s 


—— 
Nais 

“Nais,” Siritzky Internation- 
al release of a Films Pagnol 
production, opened at the Sut- 
ton, N. Y., yesterday (Tues.). 
Film, starring Fernandel was 
reviewed in Variety, from 
France, on Dec. 12, 1945. 
VARIFTY’s reviewer stated that 
“the fact that 4 és a Pagnol 
picture with Fernandel starred 
gives it a chance for reason- 
able returns in some U. S. 
theatres.” 

Yarn, which revolves arcund 
the love of a liunehback for a. 
farmer’s daughter, has had 25 
minutes cut from ifs original 
running time of 130 minutes. 
It was the reviewer’s opinion 
the pic “could use shorte= 
ing,” that it “was overboard in 
dialog.” 











ae ate en Cae eka, Se wileat | seta 


Her dra-| 


the situations hackneyed, | 


| mental because of the mother’s be- 
‘havior. Beckett becomes involved 
with the law through aiding the 
girl, and she walks again to save 
him from punishment. 

Erna Lazarus scripted from fhe 
Gene Stratton-Porter novel, and 
_John Rawlins’ direction unfolds it 
‘ably. Paeing is good. Beckett and 
\Miss Roberts make an exceilent 
‘teen-aged team. Tommy Cook, 
‘Beckett's pai, furnishes 
‘lighter moments, and Charles Arnt 
|shows up well as an understanding 
druggist. Miss Jewell’s mother role 
is capably projected in’ keeping 
‘with film’s mood. Jonathan Hale, 
Gladys Blake, Roy Gorden, Flor- 
enee Auer, William Haade, Dorothy 
Granger .and Beverly. Jons are 
among others rating mention. 

The Julian Lesser-Frank Melford 
| production was lensed by Jack Mc- 
| Kenzie, and all technical credits 
are in keeping with generally good 
| effect obtained. Brog. 


My Sister and I 
(BRITISH) 
London, June 9. 


GED release of J. Arthur Rank-Buruham 
production. Stare Sally Anny Howes. Lar- 
bara Mullen, Dermot Walsh. Directed by 
Hareld Huth. Sereenplay by A. BR. Rawe- 
linson, from Kmery Benett novel. Adldi- 
tional scenes and dialog, Joan Rees, Michael 


Medwin; editor, John Guthridge: camera, 
| Harry Waxman. At Odeon, London, June 
Ss, ‘48. Running time, 97 MINS, 
BOOUINS . AGDAMEG. 0 oi cc cccees Sally Ann Howes 
Giraham Forbes. .o....0000.6: Deripot Walsh 
eM aa er ee Martita tlunt 
EiyPatian. POley.. .cccicoeceres Barbara Mullea 
Roger Crisp.....sicecscocce..-- Patrick Holt 
lielena Forsythe.....ccceses: Hazel Court 


j; Ardath Bondage.......0+--+-+...-J0oan Rees 
E.lsie ecccescccecececesesseeme EViteg 
Charlie..........-ccesees..- Michael Metwin 
Michael Marsh......ccces.: Rory Mec Deriett 
ROUOOe BORGO bigs ccuasousions Hiugh Miller 
PUOUEL, 0:50 bh ctnpeese caves svarue lan Wikeen 
MEINE Wha 60.00 040 kOR KOSS ERS * Niall Lawler 
Sr rrr Elizabeth Sydney 
SOUIEOS «0.0 5 006 00040006688 606 Oa Jack Vyuvsan 
eee, WOME... csi icetsccacenses Helen tioss 
Colonel Thursby ....ccccees: Stewart Reme 
Miss Lippincott............ Oiwyn Brooks 





This is a feeble, high-schoolish 
production, with not much chance 
here or abroad. 

Robina arrives at a provincial 
town as scenic designer at the local 
theatre run by elderly, freakish 
Mrs. Camelot as a memoria! to her 
late husband. Actor Graham 


for Robina and all sorts of unex- 
citing and uneventful hAppenings 
take place until Mrs. Camelot is 
found: dead from gas’ poisoning. 
Mystery is unraveled uninterest- 
ingly. 

Jane Hylton and Michael Med- 
win try their best. Rest of cast is 
so-so. Production too. Cane. 








Portrait of Innecence 
(FRENCH) 


International release of Pathe 
Films production, Stars Louise Carletti, 
Gilbert Gil. Directed by Lovis Daanin, 
Sereenplay, Hlilero, Gaston Modot: camera, 
Bachelet; English titles, Charles Clement, 
At Art theatre, N. ¥., starting June ¥ 4% 


Siritzhy 


Running time, 00 MINS, 

on en Re Bee Meee Oe Louise Carleiti 
ES eee ae maeess Gilbert Gil 
ae Peco PON. .... cece ees. Pierre Laraquey 
te Commissaire.......0..0-../ Andre Bronet 
Meee CHATTER vccedscct ches Emile tlenevoix 
Gaston ......ceccoceres::..:.. Biswieren 
Pare ge Laurent: 6.66 .¢fo8s 2s. os ‘Coedel 
Gis ews k 100 s0eneee Jean-Pierre Cleffroy 
Andre. eee eee er Georges Reygnier 
EIEN S64 ccbgerewce voi . dean Bouquet 
PY Pe eee Perea Bernard Dayde 





‘In French; English Titles) 

Marked by several good perform- 
ances, the plot, execution or edit- 
ing haven’t made “Portrait of In- 
_nocence” strong enough to attract 
| American audiences. It may ap- 
_peal to youngsters but even with 
| them, “Portrait” will prove tedious. 

Picture is a rambling yarn about 
school kids who dig up odd jobs in 
their campaign to raise enough 
money to pay for a classroom win- 
dow that was smashed accidentally 
by one of them. How they accom- 
plish this, only to have a conniver 
_ them, forms the basis of the 
plot. 

Louise Carletti, principal femme, 
does a nice job as the heart inter- 
est while Gilbert Gil, as the hand- 
some schoolteacher, makes some- 
thing of a rather unsympathetic 
role. Bussieres Dlays the thief who 
is brought to justice by the kids. 
Others are m standard, with 
the kids doing okay. Wear. 


Uneasy Terms 
(BRITISH) 
London, June 2. 











Pathe Pictures’ release of British Na- 
onal-Louis Hy. Jacksog production, Starr 
Mic hvel Rennie; features Moira T.ister, ~ 
| Maith Brook. Directed be V« ren Sewell. 
Screenplay, Peter Cherney: titer, Mouk a 
| Kimiek ; camera, Ernest Palmer. At Val- 
eM June 1, “48. Running time, 
Stim Callaghan............ Michael Rey 
Corinne Mlardyse. ci... 4 - Matra fer 
Viola MOENEGNO: 6 is ba bdcc cs Faith Brook 
wae EASES Site 2:69. 4000 bins. 0c) doy Shelton 
siricia Alardyse......... Patricia Goddard 
Inspector Gringell......... ..Barry Jones 
Honoria Wymering...3...... Paul Carpentier 
DODCHY «00... eeececveeeseess Nivel Patrick 
a eorecseegessesic 49 2460 Sydney Tafler 
DIMMS 66s 00db> ee pie badescduse J. WH. Reber 
PGI, .. + 6usb0edpoarscncse +058 ss 
1. Vaiere....ccsesseee- 
st 2 list Peter Cheyney 
«eat Muliers by the million. 
cells his thr d to put one 
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Ist Peaceful One 


The biennial national convention + 


of the International Alliance of | 
Theatrical Stage Employees, slated | 
to open Aug. 16 in Cleveland, is |, 
shaping up as the first harmonious | 


conclave of the union since the} fo, established stars, under the | 


Browne-Bioff machine was smashed 
in 1941. According to all current | 


indications, the reelection of the in- | 
cumbent slate of officers, headed | 
by Richard F. Walsh as prexy, is 
in the bag without a trace of oppo- | 
silion 

Check of IATSE locals in the} 
New York area reveals a complete | 
absence of any movement to chal- 
Jenge Waish. In previous election | 
years. opposition campaign litera- 
ture began flooding the mails three 
ov four months before the conven- 
tion date. This year, however, the 
mimeograph machines haven't be- 
gun to work in any sector of the 
union 

Earlier reports that Gene Atkin- | 
son, head of the Chicago projec- 
tionists, would lead a fight against 
Walsh completely fizzled when At- 
kinson made his support of Walsh 
a matter of public record. William 
Bennett, head of Local 22 im Wash- 
ington, D. C., who was defeated for 
the IA presidency in 1946, has 
made no move to date to resume 
the battle and’ probably will stay 
on the sidelines during the conven- | 
tion proceedings. 


Two Main Questions 

With the Hollywood jurisdictional 
baitle settled in IA’s favor for all 
practical purposes, two of the main 
questions before the conventien’s 
1.000 delegates will be television 
and 16m. IATSE chieftains first 
began to show concern over video's 
impact on show biz labor several 
months ago with the mushrooming 
of indie videofilm producers. Plans 
to place a union label on all such 
films will be aired on the conven- 
tion floor, with Roy M. Brewer, 
1A’s Coast rep, outlining the strat- 
egy. 

Convention will also move to 
combat the threat to IA projection- 
ists by the numerous 16m showings 
in churches, schools and commun- 
ity clubs which do not employ 
union labor. Progress in the drive 
to organize the 16m projectionists 
in the “B” locals, which were 
formed six months ago, will be re- 
ported on. 


Foreign Films No Dice 
At Philly Firstruns; 





| Trail,” 


See IA Cleveland Convention As 


Since Browne-Bioff 





Rep. Wipes Out Term 
Pacts in Economy Drive 


Hollywood, June 15. 


Term contracts are out, exeept 


new economy order on the Repub- 
lic lot. Jane Frazee, who has made 
four pictures with Roy Rdégers, is 
playing the fifth, “Grand Canyon 
P on a_ picture-to-picture 
basis. 

Foy Willing and the Riders of 
the «Purple Sage have succeeded 
Bob Nolan and the Sons of the 
Pioneers as purveyors of music to 
Rogers when he rides the trail. 


La. Exhibs Face 
Crippling Curbs 





New Orleans, June 15. 

Louisiana exhibitors—small fry 
and circuit—will suffer crippling 
restrictions if a bill just introduced 
into the state legislature ever gets 
the solons’ approval. 
patterned after various judicial 
anti-trust decisions and decrees, 
including those of the U. S. Su- 
preme Court in the Government, 
Schine and Griffith cases, and also 
includes provisions of the decree 
handed down by the statutory 
court. Exhibs, however, 
been exerting pressure against it 
and are fairly hopeful it will be 


| withdrawn. 


In many respects, the bill goes 
further than these Federal court 
decisions. For one, it seeks to 
penalize. operation- of more than 
one theatre in a parish (county). 
If an exhib has multiple theatre 
holdings in a parish, the law would 
require him to spaee the same film 
by a minimum of 21 days when 
playing several of his houses. This 
provision is designed to give an- 
other exhib a crack at the film be- 
tween bookings and prevent day- 
and-date buying. 

Additionally, it would bar block- 
booking, blind selling, discrimina- 
tory trade practices and many 
other features of the decree which 
‘was modified by the Supreme 
Court. 


Bill has been referred to a legis- 
lative committee for study. All 
exhib organizations, including Al- 





Biz Totters in 2 Spots 


Philadelphia, June 15. 

With biz faltering at the 
Princess. only firstrun house here 
playing foreign films, and reports 
that imported product may soon be 
discontinued at that spot. specu- 
lation im the loeal trade is whether 
Philadelphia is able to support 
firstruns playing foreign-makes. lf 
the Prineess shutters, it means 
that this spot will join the ranks 
of the Studio theatre, formerly the 
Europa. long the local showcase for 
foreign films. Studio now plays 
double-feature reissues. 

The Princess was launched last 
February with “Shoe-Shine,” this 
lialian pic lasting four weeks 
which was rated encouraging. But 
since then the spot has had noth- 
ing resembling a winner. Neither 
“Children of Paradise” or “Man 
About Town” have been abie to 
lasi out a full week. However, 


places. 


house competition at the start by 
bringing in “Well-Digger’s Daugh- 
ter,” but it departed abruptly. 

One development on forcign- 
film playdating is that the Locust, 
West Philly nabe, has been spot- 
ting foreign production on second- 
run and doing okay. 

What puzzles Film Row is that 
Philly does not go for foreign- 
makes despite the fact it is mear 
N. Y. and generally likes the same 
screen fare as Manhattan. 








jatter has not been sock in many 


out against it. There are also seri- 
/eus doubts as to its constitution- 
ality. 


PAR, 20TH, M-G SUE 





New Haven, June 15. 





Paramount, 20th-Fox and Metro. 


_have joined in filing three separate 
| percentage-chiseling suits in the 
_Federal district court here against 
| Harry L. Lavietes. Each complaint 
‘charges Lavietes with turning in 
| phoney returns on admission re- 
;cepits at the Pequot theatre, New 
Haven. 

| Distribs also claim Lavietes sub- 
mitted for audit falsified records to 
conceal unreported revenues. 





U-I SHIFTS SHORTS WEST 


Hollywood, June 15. 
Universal-International is mov- 


Studio tried to give the Warner)ing its shorts department from 


|New York to Hollywood, with the 
exception of eight single-reelers, 
“Variety News,” which Tom Mead 
will continue to produce in the 
east. , 

Will Cowan, doing 
‘continue with that series and 
‘supervise production of the studio's 
entire shorts program. This in- 
cludes two new series consisting 
of eight action westerns and e'¢hi 


Via New State Bill 


have | 


lied States Exhibitors, have come | 


NEW HAVENITE ON 7, 


two-reel | 
musical features for U-I here, will | 
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CFE FORCED SALES 
NIPPING MAJORS 


With the 1,350 partnership-held 
theatres in the film business for 
the most part heading for breakup 
because of the U. S. Supreme 
Court decision, industry attorneys 
now see contract provisions gov- 
erning their dissolution subjected 
to a rash of legal challenges. 
Forced sale of these houses is ex- 
pected to weight the dice in favor 
of the majors’ theatre partners and 
against the film companies. As a 
consequence, clauses 
| method for reaching a price are 
due for intense legal battering. 

Aimost ali pacts which creat 
| jointly held theatre properties set 
|up one sort or another arbitrary | 
| formula for arriving at a sale price | 
in the event of breakup. In almost | 
every instance, a film company’s | 
partner has first call on the circuit 
or theatre before the major can 
| Shop elsewhere for a purchaser. 
| These provisions were drafted, | 
| of course, with no idea that either | 
side’s hand would be forced by | 
court decree. With this develop- 
ment already looming, it’s to the | 
interest of the majors, in most | 
cases, to knock it out legally if it | 
is at all possible. Otherwise, in | 
negotiations to unload, companies | 
will be hampered heavily by op- 
tions an rigid restrictions on set- 
ting the price tags. 

Options and first calls present 
| another serious question, attorneys 
say. The poser is whether the 
courts will permit sale to a thea- 
tre partner. Some legalites be- 
lieve that the Federal judges will 
hoid the -large-scale transfers to 
big operators violative of the anti- 
trust laws. Ali deals, it is noted, 


(Continued on page 16) 


TECHNI CAN DOUBLE 
OUTPUT BY 1948 


Hollywood, June 15. 

Technicolor will be in a position 
to double its annual output from 
160,000,000 to 320,000,000 feet by 
the end of 1948 with the comple- 
tion of its $3,500,000 building and 
expansion program, which started 
two years ago. 

Company, headed by Dr. Herbert 
T. Kalmus, has plans to handle 
productions in 1949. Of these pic- 
tures, 49 will be produced in Holly- 
| wood and 18 in England, with the 
| printing of the film to be done in 
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Exhibs Point to Bidding as Jacking Up 
Prices as Much as 100%, Over Prewar 
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Mature as ‘Samson’ 

To Hedy’s ‘Delilah’ 
; Hollywood, June 15. 

| Vietor Mature, on loanout from 
| 20th-Fox, will play the role of 
Samson, the Biblical hunk of man, 
in Cecil B. DeMille’s “Samson and 
| Delilah” at Paramount. Hedy La- 
|marr had previously been signed 


| for the Delilah part. 


} 
} 





Production, in Technicolor, 
starts Oct. 4. Camera crew is al- 
ready on its way to Algiers to 


shoot backgrounds. 


D. of J. Strategists 





Split Over Plans 


' 
| 


For New Hearing 
= Washington, June 15. 

The Dept. of Justice is split over 
a basic question in courtroom 
strategy. The issue is whether to 
plot out the impending new anti- 
trust hearings in the form of a dor- 
umentary or to launch into live- 
action via a flock of exhibs airing 
their personal gripes to the statu- 
tory court. Special assistant attor- 
ney-general Rebert L. Wright, who 
handled the first trial, is holding 
out for the documentary treatment 
again while the wing of the D. of J. 
responsible for preparation of trials 
wants to switch to exhibs. 

During previous hearings, late in 
1945, Wright conducted the entire 
trial by the introduction of dec- 
uments, depositions of exhibs and 
examinations before trial of major 
company toppers. That form of 
proof was agreed upon by both 
sides to speed an early decision and 
avoid protracted testimony. 

Wright wants to follow this 
course again. He’s being met by 
stiff opposition from other Govern- 

(Continued on page 18) 


SOPEG’s “Animal” 

“The Male Animal” will be pre- 
sented by the Screen Office and 
Professional Employees Guild, 
N. Y¥. Local 109, June 24, at the 
Barbizon-Plaza hotel, N. Y. at 99c. 
top 








‘the Hollywood laboratories. 


Cast is comprised entirely of 
SOPEG members. 








Briefs From the Lots i 





| Hollywood, June 15. 

| Joel MeCrea bought “Vigilante,” 
|novel by Richard Summers, for 
\filming . Lloyd Bridges and John 
|MelIntyre signed for father-and-son 
‘roles in “Black Velvet” at U-1... 
| Colleen Townsend completed the 
‘cast for “Chicken Every Sunday” 
‘at 20th-Fox.. Victor Mature will 
play a pro football star in “Inter- 
‘ference.’ which kicks off July 12 
‘at RKO. Phitip Reed draws the 
second male lead in “Indian Scout” 
for Edward Small... RKO’s biggest 
1948 production, “Battleground,” 
goes into work Sept. 7.. Richard 
Goldstone will produce “Walk a 
'Crooked Mile” at RKO. «.John 
Berry wil! direct ‘The Champion,” 
‘based on the Ring Lardner novel, 
‘for Screen Plays. 

Matty Kemp is preparing a se- 
quel to “Million Dollar Weekend” 
with a Shanghai locale and Gene 
Raymond, Osa Massen and Francis 
Lederer repeating as co-stars... 
Raoul Walsh wound up his location 
shooting on “Fighter Squadron” at 
Oscoda, Mich., three hours ahead 
of schedule and just in time to beat 
a rainstorm . Elia Kazan will di- 
rect the 20th-Fox version of “Be- 
yond Five Fathoms,” a novel by 
Ahmed Kamal. hea: ; 

Lyle Talbot drew a heavy role in 
\ “Quick on the Trigger” at Colum- 
bia. Helen Westcott. assigned to 
“The Girl from Jones Beach” at 
/Warners Helen Walker was sign- 





offices 
| the Goldwyn lot to prepare “Indian 


construction on the U-I lot for 
“Mexican Hayride”...20th - Fox 
borrowed Connie Gilchrist from 
Metro for two pictures, “Chicken 
Every Sunday” and “A Letter to 
Three Wives”... Richard K. Poli- 
mer, producer of “The Winner's 
Circle,” is readying a sequel, “‘Pho- 
to-Finish,” with the same cast. 


billing with John Payne, Joan Caul- 
field and Dan Duryea in “Larceny” 
at U-l.. Michel Kraifke took over 
the production of “Criss Cross,” re- 
placing Jules Schermer, who was 
“Iilegal Entry”... 
Nancy Guild and Betty Lynn re- 
newed for a year by 20th-Fox. 
Charlie Smith, just out of the U. S. 
Army of Occupation, signed for 
“Baltimore Escapade” at RKO... 
Charley Grape plays a charac- 
ter role in “Sand” at 20th-Fox... 
Helen Parrish returned to films as 
femme lead in “Quick on the Trig- 
ger” at Columbia... Virginia Cox 
graduated from Pasadena Play- 
house into the Tim Holt oater, 
“Brothers in the Saddle,” at RKO 
.. Leslie Goodwins will write and 
direct RKO's “Life Can Be Funny,” 
Leon Errol starrer. 

‘Connie Gitchrist joined the “Act 
of Violence” cast at Metro. ..Bd- 
ward Small opened new on 


Scout” and “Lorna Doone”... 
Vrank Selizer acquired a cormit- 
ment for Ansco celor on “Suzi From 





/ed by Harry Pepin to star in “Im- 
ipact,” starting July 1 Replica of 


joue-reelers titled “It's Your Life.” \the Mexican City buliring is under | 





Suez,” which he will produce for 
20th-Fox release RKO bought 


(Continued on page 23) 


Shelley Winters will get co-star. 















































































































Decision by major film distribu- 
tors to continue selling via com- 
petitive bids has made many ex- 
hibs in competitive situations ex- 
tremely unhappy. General exhib 
reaction is that bidding has raised 
film rentals as much as 100% over 
the top allocation prices paid pre- 
war—and that’s especially hard to 
take in view of the current box- 
office dip. ; 

U. S. Supreme Court tossed bid- 
ding out of the “must” provisions 
in its recent decision on the anti- 
trust decree but most majors have 
continued to sell that way volun- 
tarily. They point out that the 
Court did not label competitive 
selling as illegal. Since it offers 
good insurance against the pos- 
sibility of anti-trust suits in com- 
petitive situations, the majors plan 
to continue bidding sales in most 
situations where it was originally 
instituted. 

Exhibs, on the other hand, would 
be only too happy if the majors 
gave up the idea entirely. With no 
abundance of product from which 
to draw, exhibs are confronted with 
the old law of supply and demand. 
And, with two theatres in direct 
competition with each other bid- 
ding for the same pictures, the 
price en product has been upped te 
what they consider an impossible 
level. Since the majors are operat- 
ing strictly within the law, exhibs 
consider the worst part of the situ- 
ation the fact that they can do 
nothing about it. ’ 


Theatre operators declare it 
wouldn’t be so bad if some method 
could be found to sell all pictures 
competitively on a_ sliding-scale 
basis. Since bidding requires the 
establishment of virtual auction- 
sale techniques, however, it’s im- 
possible to establish a sliding scale 
without setting a base guarantee 
figure above which the scale would 
operate. And, with competing ex- 
hibs both pitching for the same 
films, the guarantee figure is 
a up just as is a flat-rental 
bid. 

Only solution offered so far is 
the pooling of interests by compet- 
ing houses into a semi-partnership 
combine. Under this plan, which 
has been broached by several ex- 
hib leaders, the competing houses 
would both split the product equit- 
ably and split their profits. Num- 
ber of variables involved, coupled 
with the. usual antipathy to be 
found between exhibs who compete 
om such narrow terms, has made 
the establishment of such partner- 
ship deals practically impossible to 
negotiate until now. As a result, 
the majors that first objected to 
competitive bidding as an unsavory 
example of legalistic meddling in 
their business affairs now look 
upon it with relish. And exhibs, in 
whose benefit the anti-trust suit 
was initiated claim they're stuck 
again as the only losers. 


N.Y. Court Washes Out 
. - $ e 
Majors in L’ville Suit 
Major companies last week suf- 
fered a setback in the $2,200,000 
treble damage anti-trust action 
brought by Fifth & Walnut, Inc., 
operator of the National theatre, 
Louisvilie, when N. Y. Federal 
district court Judge Vincent Leibell 
refused to dismiss the suit at the 
close of plaintiff's case. At the 
same time, he bailed out Republic, 
tossing out the complaint against 
that company on the ground that 
the exhib had failed to prove Rep 
had rejected bids for first-run by 
the National. 
Defense application came after 
five weeks of trial’ in the district 
court. Court thereupon directed 
the majors to present their defense 
to the jury. Unsuccessful motion 
followed testimony by a number of 
distrib biggies, subpoenaed by the 
plaintiff. 
First trial had resulted in a mis- 
trial after several jurors spoke to 
one of the plaintiff's officers. 
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It’s gonna be a lot of fun getting back in the showmanship 
groove again. Yes, boys, ballyhoo days are here again! It’s been a 
long time since you’ve had an opportunity to go to town with the 
kind of showmanship that built this business. Here’s your chance! 
Everybody in our publicity and exploitation departments is 
excited over sure-fire “Man-Eater of Kumaon.” And why not? 
Look what they’ve got to work with — and look what 


you’ve got to work with... KEY CITY TOUR OF MAN-EATING TIGER! 


SPECIAL FIELD FORCE FOR KEY 
CITY ENGAGEMENTS! 


TREMENDOUS NATIONAL RADIO TIE-UPS! 


NATIONAL TIE-UP WITH BOY SCOUTS 
AND. GIRL SCOUTS! 


SPECIAL ACTION EXPLOITATION PRESSBOOK 
LOADED WITH LOCAL TIE-UPS, BALLYHOO! 


«And plenty more to come! 


ae Rene 


Based on the Book “‘Man-Eaters of Kumaon” by Jim Corbett 
. Screenplay by Jeanne Bartlett and | zwis Meltzer 
-— . Adaptation by Richard G. Hubler and Alden Nash * 


A UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL RELEASE“ 
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LA. Warm, Biz Cool; ‘Regards’ Glad 
$57,000, Merry’ on Way, Trim 296, 
‘Arch’ Not High 486, ‘Apache’ 256, 3d 


Los Angeles, June 15. 

Outdoor recreation and beach 
weather are making firstrun biz 
mild here currently. Plethora of 
holdovers also is keeping the over- 
all outlook on the lighter side. 

“Give My Regards to Broadway” 
shapes to land pleasing $57,000 in 
four theatres on initial week. 
“Arch of Triumph” is about aver- 
age with estimated $48,000 in three 
houses. “On Merry Way” iooks 
to do nice $29,000 in four small- 
seaters. 

Second frame of “Homecoming,” 
in three spots, will be good $39,500. 
“Emperor Waltz,” third week, two 
sites, is down to $26,000 while 
“Fort Apache,” also third frame 
and two houses, looks $25,000. 
Other hvuidovers are verv thin. 


Estimates for This Week 


Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 60-$1)— | You With It” (U) and “Dear Mur- | «coroner's 


“Coroner’s*Creek” (Col) and “Dog 
Rusty” (Col) (2d wk). Only $1,500. 
Last week, oke $3,700. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenteld) (826; 65-$1)—“‘On Our 
Merry Way” (UA). Good $6,000 or 
near. Last week, , 
(Indie) and “Foreign Correspond- 
ent” (Indie) ‘reissues), $3,000. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 60- 
$1) — “Green Grass Wyoming” 
(20th) and ‘“‘Counterfeiters” (20th) 
(m.o.). Thin $3,000 or less sast 
week, “All My Sons” (U. and 
“Arthur Takes Over” (UA): (m.o.) 
(6 days), light $3,100. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
60-$1) — “Give My Regards to 
Broadway” (20th) and “Inner 
Circle” (20th). Average $14,500. 
Last week, “Green Grass Wyoming” 
(20th) and “Counterfeiters” (20th) 
(2d wk-4 days), $5,300. 

Culver «FWC) (1,145; 60-$1)— 
“Coroner’s Creek” (Col) and “Dog 
Rusty” (Col) (2d wk). Oke $2,500. 
Last week, nice $4,500. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 60-$1)— 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA). Nice 
$19,000. Last week, “Silver River” 
(WB) (3d wk), neat $10,100. 


Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (872; 60-$1)— ‘Merry Way” 
(UA). Good $12,000. Last week, 
“Stand-In” (Indie) and “Foreign 
Correspondent” (Indie) (reissues), 
$7 800. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1.538; 60-$1)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G) (2d wk). Neat 
$10,000. Last week, solid $15,700. 

E! Rey (FWC) (861; 60-$1)— 
“Coroner Creek”:(Col) and “Dog 
Rusty” (Col) (2d wk). Only $1,500. 
Lact week, light $3.000. 

‘Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—‘Corridor of Mirrors” (U). Okay 
$3.000. Last week, “Hungry Hill” 
(U) (2d wk), $1,600. ; 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 60-$1) 
--‘Lost One” (Coil) (3d wk). Mild 
$3,500. Last week, neat $5,000. 

Guiid (FWC) (968; 60-$1)—‘Are 
You With It” (U) and “Dear Mur- 
derer” (U) (2d wk). Under $1,500 
in six days. Last week, mild $3.800. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (1,106; 
60-$1)—“‘Merry Way” (UA). ‘Good 
$6,000. Last week, “Stand-In” (In- 
die) and “Foreign Correspondent” 
(indie) (reissues), $3,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 60-$1)— 
“Arch Triumph” (UA). Nice $15,- 
000. Last week, “Silver River” 
(WB) ‘3d wk), good $8,000. 

‘Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 60-85)— “Merry Way” 
(UA). Nifty $5,000. Last week, 
“Stand-In” (Indie) and “Foreign 
5g gece (Indie) (reissues), 


Iris ‘FWC) (828; 60-85) — “Are 
You With It” (U) and “Dear Mur- 
derer” (U) (2d wk). Only $2,000 or 
yy Bey six days. Last week, slow 


Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85)— 
“Jenny Lamour” (Indie). Okay $3,- 
000. Last week, “The Idiot” (Indie 
(3d wk), $1,900. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s-WC) (2,- 
404; 60-$1)— “Regards to» Broad- 
way” (20th) and “Inner Circle” 
(20th). Medium $21,500. Last week, 
“Green Grass” (20th) and “Coun- 
terfeiters” (20th) (2d wk-4 days), 
slow $6,700. 

Los Angeles (D'town-WC) (2,404: 
60-1) — “Homecoming” (M-G) (2d 


wk). Good $17,500. Last week, 
socko $31,000. 
Loyola (FWC) (1,248: 60-$1)— 


“Regards te Broadway” (20th) and 
“Inner Circle” (20th). Average $9,- 
500. Last week, “Green Grass” 
(20th) and ‘“Counterfeiters” (20th) 
(2d wk-4 days), nice $4,800. 
Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2,210: 60- 
$1) — “Coroner Creek” (Col) and 
Rusty” (Col) (2d wk). Fair 
. Last week, oke $13,600. 
Palace (D’town) (1,226; 60-$1)— 
subsequent-run after first- 


a he aye ico 


“Stand-In” | 


run week of “Coroner Creek” (Col) 
and “Rusty” (Col), $5,300. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 60-$1)— 
“Fort Apache” (RKO) (3d wk) and 
“Trapped by Boston Blackie” (Col) 
(2d wk). Finales at $10,500. Last 
week, good $16,500. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 60-$1) 
|—“Emperor Waltz” (Par) (3d wk). 
|Slow $13,000. Last week, dropped 
| off to $19,700. 





Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 
'(1,451; 60-$1)—“‘Emperor Waltz” | 
(Par) (3d wk). Good $13,500. Last 
| week, solid $18,000. 

| RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 


| §0-80)\—“‘Fort Apache” (RKO) (3d 
'wk) and “Boston Blackie” (Col) 
\(2d wk). Near $14,500. Last week, 
| bright $21,100. 


Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 60-$1)—‘Are 


|derer” (U) (2d wk). Slight $3,000 
/on 6 days. Last week, fair $7,200. 


Studio City (FWC) (880; 60-$1)— | 


“With It” (U) and “Dear Murderer” 
}(U) (2d wk). 
idays. Last week, light: $3,800. 

| United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60- 
| $1)—“‘With It” (U) and “Dear Mur- 


|derer” (U) (2d wk). -Slim $5,000 
'in 6 days. Last week, fair $10,600. 
| Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 60-$1)— 


“Regards to Broadway” (20th) and 
‘Inner Circle’ (20th). Nice $11,- 
/500. Last week, “Green Grass” 
| (20th) and “Counterfeiters” (20th) 
'(2d wk-4 days), $3,300. 

| Vogue (FWC) (885; 60-85)—"Cor- 
‘oner Creek” (Col) and “Dog 
| Rusty” (Col) (2d wk). Dull $2,000. 


| 


| Last week, slow $3,900. 
| Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 60-$1)— 





| “Homecoming” .(M-G) (2d_ wk). | 
Good $12,000. Last week, fancy 
| $16,000. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1)— 
“Arch Triumph” (UA). Average 
$14,000. Last week, “Silver River” 


(WB) (3d wk), $7,000. 





Benny Radio Group Ups 
‘Big City’ Wham $80,000, 
Det.; “Arch’ Strong 216 


Detroit, June 15. 

With only two film holdovers and 
some new sirong bills, purse 
strings are being unloosened to 
give firstruns a_ bright session. 
Jack Benny and his radio group on 
stage with “Big City” are givifig 
the Fox a colossal week. House is 
getting $1.25 at night and matinee 
scale of $1. Weather also. is 
helping. 

Of the other newcomers, “The 
Pirate” looks stout at Michigan, 
with “Arch of Triumph” reia- 
tively stronger at United Artists. 


“Raw Deal,” a new entry at the 
Palms, also shapes nice. 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— 
“Summer Holiday” (M-G) (2d wi). 
Fair $7,500 after moderate $10,000 
first stanza. 


Art Cinema (Marten) (459; 60-90) 
—“Die Fledermaus” (Indie). Trim 
$3,000. Last week, “Film Opera 
Festival” (indie), disappointing 

Broadway-Capitol (United - De- 
troit) (3,300; 70-95)—‘Four Faces 
West” (UAY and “Man of Evil” 
(UA). Fine $14,000. Last week, 
“Casbah” (U) and “Dear Mur- 
derer” (U), same. 


Downtown (Balaban) (2,863; 70- 
95)—“Fort Apache” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Good $7,000 after fast $12,000 sec- 
ond week. 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; $1- 
$1.25)—“Big City” (M-G) plus Jack 
Benny stageshow with Phil Harris, 
“Rochester,” Marilyn Maxwell, 
Sportsmen Quartet, others, on 
stage. Stage lavout tilting biz to 
colossal $80,000 or over. Last week, 
“Furnace Creek” (20th), fairly 
good $22,000 at 70c.-95e. scale. 


Michigan (U-D) (4,039; 70-95)— 
“The Pirate’ (M-G) and “Rocky” 
(Mono). Stout $25,000. Last week, 
“Silver River” (WB) and “Mister 
Reckless” (EL) (2d wk), $16,000. 

Palms (U-D) (2,716; 70-95) —“‘Raw 
Deal” (EL) and “Heart of Virginia” 
(Rep). Nice $18,000. Last week, 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and “Dog 
Rusty” (Col) (3d wk), $10,000. 

United Artists (2,976; 70-95)— 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA). Fancy 
$21,000. Last week, “B. F.’s Daugh- 
ter” (M-G) (2d wk), $11,000. 
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“Homecoming” 


Father Dunne’ Rugged 
$16,000, Buff.; ‘City’ 116 


Buffalo, June 15. 

“Father Dunne” looks standout 
this week with strong Century 
session. “Big City” shapes as a 
surprisingly weak sister at the 
Buffalo. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Big City’ (M-G) and “Furnace 
Creek” (20th). tf ta 
> less, very mild. ast week, 
"y : (M-G) (2d wk), 
lokay $11,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40-70) 
— ‘The Pirate” (M-G) and “Who 





Under $2,000 in 6) 


nea asl res 
Sega ae oe 


Killed ‘Doc’ Robin” (UA). Trim 
|$15,000. Last week, “Silver River 


'\(WB) and “Arthur Takes Over” | 


| (20th), $14,500. 

| Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—“Big 
|/Punch” (WB) and “Flowing Gold” 
(Indie). Fair $6,500. Last week, 
|“Wallflower” (WB) and “God’s 
|Country and Woman” (UA) (re- 
issue), $8,000. 

| Teek (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—‘Sil- 
iver River’ ‘WB) and “Arthur 
/Takes Over” (20th) (m.o.). Mild 
| $3,500. Last week, “Unconquered” 
| (Par) (m.o.), $4,300. 

| Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
| Creek” (Coil) and 
‘Woman From _ Tangier” (Col). 
Fine $15,000. Last week, “All My 
Sons” (U) and “For You I Die” 
| (FC), $13,000. 

20th Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 
| 40-70)—“Fighting Father Dunne” 
(RKO) and “Rocky” (Mono). Fancy 


| $16,000 or close. Last week, “Ruth- | 
less” (EL) and “Assigned to Dan- | 


| ger” (EL), $10,000. 


Coroner’ Lively 





Cleveland, June 15. 
Cool breezes are not aiding biz 
to any real extent this week. ‘‘Lady 
| From Shanghai” is fairly fancy at 
the Palace. “Coroner Creek” looks 
nice for the Hipp but “All My 
Sons” at the State is not so solid. 
“Fuller Brush Man” turned out to 
be such a socker at the Allen that 
it may go three more stanzas. 
Estimates for This Week 
Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70)— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col). Second 





|far below last week’s $19,000. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 55-70)— 
| “Coroner Creek” (Col). 
000: Last week, “Silver 
| (WB) (2d wk), solid $16,000. 
| Lake (Warner) (800; 55-70)— 
, ‘Silver River’ (WB) (m.o.). Thin 


Last for third downtown _ folio. 


River” 


Last week, ‘Fort Apache” (RKO) 
(3d wk), oke $3,000. 

Lower Mall (Community) (570: 
55;70)—"‘To Live in Peace” (Indie). 
| Cfeditable $3,000. Last week, 
By (Indie) (2d wk), moderate 


| Ohio ‘Loew's) (1,200; 55-70)— 
| ““Sutter’s Gold” (EL) and “Seven 
| Sinners” (EL) (reissues). Ordinary 
' $4,500. Last week, “South of 
| Tahiti” (U) and “Buck Privates” 
| (U). (reissues), so-so $5,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-70)— 
“Lady From Shanghai’ (Col). 
Fancy $15,000. Last week, “Love 
From Stranger’ (EL) plus Ed 
Gardner and “Duffy’s Tavern” 
troupe on stage, very hearty $36,- 
000, considering it was vaudeville 
bow for combo. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-70)— 
“All My Sons” (U). Nipped by 
two stage versions of play given 
here recently, and thin $18,000 is 
likely. Last week, “Homecoming” 
(M-G) (2d wk), oke $17,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s (2,700; 55-70)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G) (m.o.). 
Reaching good $8,500. Last week; 
“Big City” (M-G), $7,500. 


Fuller’ Cleans Up Big 
In Denver, Socko $25,000 


Denver, June 15. 
“Fuller Brush Man,” big in three 





houses, is easy pacemaker here 
this week. “Bride Goes Wild” 
also is sock. “Shaggy” is drawing 


the kids -but few others on world 
preem at Denham. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Green Grass Wyoming” (20th) and 
“King of Gamblers” (Rep), (m.o.). 
Good $3,500. Last week, “Mating 
of -Millie” (Col) and “Madonna of 
Desert” (Rep), (m.o.), $3,000. 

Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35- 
74)—“Outlaw” (UA), (5th wk). 
Good $6,000, and holds agnuin. 
Last week, $8,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-74) 
—‘“Shaggy” (Par). Very thin 
$7,500. Last week, “Hatter’s Cas- 
tle” (Par), mild $10,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and 

(Continued on page 20) 
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$15,000 in Cleve. 


Pitt Still on Skids; Goddard-Carey 
Sad $9,000, Pirate’ 186, Creek 9706 


Pittsburgh, June 15. 

Biz continuing on the skids here 
with terrific rain Saturday night 
and sellout baseball doubleheader 
on Sunday (13) kicking the week- 
end take downstairs. ‘Pirate’ at 
Penn is leading town but no great 
shakes and not doing enough to 
hold. Zale-Graziano fight pictures 
are not enough to help ‘Furnace 
Creek” at Fulton to anything. 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week _.. . . $2,401,000 
(Based on 22 cities, 201 
theatres, chiefly first runs, - 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week ‘ 








Last Year ...... $2,730,000 (Nothing much for “Casbah” at 
(Based on 20 cities, 197 thead- | }oarris, and “Hazard” is very dim 
tres) lat Stanley. 














- Estimates for This Week 
L . | Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 44-76)— 
etfer € 0 i“Furnace Creek” (20th) and Zale- 
|Graziano fight pix. Attracting male 
M4 ; $9,500 and may hold a few extra 
in days. Last week, second of “All 

9 |My Sons” (U), oke $6,000. 
| Harris (Harris) (2,200; 44-76)— 
Plenty of holdovers here this'jn this one, and it'll do areund 
stanza and weekend showers are |$10.000, just about what .“Lady 
keeping biz in doldrums. _ Best from Shanghai” (Col) did last week. 
showing_is being made by “Letter! Penn ‘(Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 44-76) 
takings at the Boyd. It is being | notices and doing best biz in town 
topped by small margin by “An-|but only $18,000 or near. Last 
other Part of Forest,” which 1S| week, second of “Homecoming” 
‘fairly good at huge Mastbaum. | (M-G), nice $17,000. 

|in second Aldine week. Although | “Homecoming” (M-G) (m.o.). Gable- 
Fiag Day, yesterday (Mon.), 1S Turner starrer has plenty left, 
widely observed here, no theatre |eyen after fortnight at Penn, and 
upped prices. should be close to $4,000 at this 


itrade but that’s about all. Modest 

Philadelphia, June 15. |“Casbah” (U). Not much interest 

from Unknown Woman” with stout |_.The Pirate’ (M-G). Got good 
| “Hazard” is down to mild trade| Ritz ‘(Loew’s) (800; 44-76)— 
Estimates for This Week small-seater. Last week, “Buck 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94)— | Privates” (FC) and “South of Ta- 
“Hazard” (Par) (2d wk). Mild |hiti” (FC) (reissues), $2,500. 
$9,500. Last week, nice $14,800,; Senator (Harris) (1,750: 44-76)— 


and over hopes. 


“Lady from Shanghai” (Col) (m.o.) 
Areadia (S&S) (700; 


: 50-94)— | Fairly nice $3,500. Last week, 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA). Good “Ghost of Frankenstein” (Indie) 
$6,000 or close. Last week, “Fort and “Son of Dracula” (Indie) (re- 
Apache” (RKO), $4,500. |issues), $3,000. 





lap steaming to big $17,000, not | 


Nice $15,- | 


| Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—“Let-} Stanley (WB) (3,800; 44-76)— 
iter Unknown Woman” (UV). Stout | “Hazard” (Par). Off to limping 
$24,500. Last week, “Wallflower” | start, and weak $9,000 looks all for 
(WB), $15,200. | Goddard-Carey opus. Last week, 


Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-94)—*“All 
My Sons” (U) (3d wk). Still hold- 





solid $21,300. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-94)—‘Fur- 
nace Creek” (20th) (2d wk). Mild 
{$16,000 after first week’s hefty 








$26,000. 
Goldman (Goldman) ‘1,000; 50- 
| 94)—“State of Union” (M-G) (7th 


|wk). Down to $9,500, after nice 
| $13,000 last week. 
| Kartton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) 
|—‘‘Lady from Shanghai” (Col) 
(5th wk). Mild $7,500, after okay 
$11,000 last frame. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300: 50-94) 
—"‘Green Grass Wyoming” (20th). 
Very mild $3,500. Last week, 
“Tron Curtain” (20th), $6,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-94)— 
“Another Part of Forest” (U). 
Town's biggest grosser but not so 
big at $25,000. Last week, “Silver 
River” (WB), weak $14,500 for 
second week. 

Pix (Cummins) 
“Rebecca” (UA) (reissue). Oke 
$5,500. Last week, “Henry VIII” 


(UA), $5,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-94)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G) (5th wk). 
Still drawing at $17,000. Last 
week, fine $23,500. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-94)— 
“Big Punch” (WB). Fairish $9,000. 
Last week, “Tarzan Mermaids” 
(RKO), $8,500. 


Heidt Ups ‘Tender Years’ 
To Great $22,000, Omaha 


Omaha, June 15. 

“The Tender Years” bolstered 
by Horace Heidt’s band and radio 
winners should reach a big total at 
the Orpheum. “Sign of Ram” sur- 
prised with a nice session at the 
Brandeis. Other houses also down 
due largely to baseball, amusement 
parks and races. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20- 
80)—“‘Tender Years” (20th) plus 
Horace Heidt band. Sock $22,000 at 
upped scale. Last week, “Hazard” 
(Par) and “Whispering City” (EL), 
slim $10,000. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“Sign of Ram” (Col) and “Straw- 
berry Roan” (Col). Okay $7,000. 
Last week, “Fort Apache” (RKO) 
and “Mary Lou” (Col) (2d wk), fair 
$6,200. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 

65)—“B. F.’s Daughter” (M-G). So- 
so $10,500. Last week, “Naked 
City” (U), very good $12,000. 
_ Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
—‘“Naked City” (U) (m.o.) and “The 
Challengé” (20th). Fair $9,50Q, Last 
week, “Doctor Takes Wife’”” (Col) 
and “More Than a Secretary” (Col) 
(reissues), ordinary $8,800. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
“Black Narcissus” (U) and “Pil- 
grim Lady” (Rep). Gpened Sunday 
(13). Last week, “High Wall” (M-G) 
and “Angel’s Alley” (Mono) (2d 
wk), good $3,400. 











ing nicely at $18,500. Last week, | 


| 
(500; 50-94)— | 


“Silver River” (WB) (2d wk), nice 
| $10,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 44-76)—"Bel 
Ami” (UA) and “New Orleans” 
(UA). Nothing much in sight for 
this combo at $5,000 or less. Last 
i'week, “Berlin Express” (RKO), 
_good $9,500. 


Lana-Gable Hot $26,000, 
_ Prov.; ‘Hazard’ Dim 106, 
| ‘Lady’ 146, ‘Letter’ 136 


Providence, June 15. 
| Gable-Turner combo - starrer, 
'“Homecoming,” is giving Loew’s 
State a happy week this session. 
, Other stands are not too strong but 
were helped by andther rainy week- 


/end. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“River Lady” (U) and Graziano- 
Zale fight pics. Just average $14,- 
'000. Last week, “Fort Apache” 
'(RKO) and “Slippy McGee” (RKO) 
'(2d wk), big $15,000. 








Carlton (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 
“Seven Sinners” (EL) and “Sut- 
jter’s Gold” (reissues). Steady 


| $4,000. Last week, “Silver River” 
|(WB) and “Inside Story” (WB) (2d 
run), good $4,500. 

| Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—“Rob- 
in Hood” (WB) (reissue) and “Girl 
| Tisa” (WB). Switch from vaude- 
pic policy giving fair $6,000. Last 
week, “Thrill of Romance” (M-G) 
and vaude, good $7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Letter Unknown Woman” (U) and 
“Louisiana” (WB). Fairish $13,000. 
Last week, “Winter Meeting” (WB) 
and “Campus Honeymoon” (Rep), 
nsappy $18,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G). Solid $26,- 
000 and sure holdover. Last week, 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO), good $17,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200: 44-65) 
—‘‘Hatter’s Castle” (Par). Opened 
Monday (14). Last week, “Hazard” 
(Par) and “Mr. Reckless” (Par), 
very mild $10,000. 


Flood Clips Port. Biz 
But ‘River’ Swift $9,500 


Portland, Ore., June 15. 
; Portland’s famous Rose Festival 
is in progress this week, but num- 
ber of outside visitors is cut down 
because of flood conditions. All 
business is feeling the effect, of 
this, with picture houses no’ ex- 
ception. “Silver River” at Broad- 
way looks top new picture with 
fine session. ‘“‘Hazard” shapes mild 
at Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 





Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50- 
85 i—“Silver River” (WB) and 
“King of Olympics” (UA). Fine 





(Continued on page 20) 
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Wednesday, June 16, 1948 VARIETY PICTURE GROSSES | Be 
New Pix Fail to Quicken Chi Gait  ["BELLS’ No MIRACLE IN’ ' Spring Weather Snaps B way Spring; ~~ 


But ‘Winter'-Vaude Robust $33,000; 
‘Arch’ Stately $23,000, ‘Pirate’ 326 


Chicago. June 15. + 
Chi b.o. is perking up a little | 
upbeat coming from influx of eight | 


new pictures and a reissue. How- 
ever, with few exceptions, most of 


es ° > . ° ' 
fiims are minor. Best of entries 
may be “Winter Meeting” at State- | 
Lake, with vaude headed by 
Henny Youngman and Rose 
N t j 7 in x te Pasyeles conn A C79 
svalli pity fier paige tO iali iy BVUU Yvu, 

{ 

Chicago looks to get okay 
$52.000 with “The Pirate.” “Arch 
of Triumph” at Woods shapes extra 
fine with $23,000. “Old Los -An-| 
geles” at the Garrick looks okay 


with $9,080. Palace has an odd 
combination in Zale-Graziano fight 
pictures plus “Letter From an Un- 
known Woman,” 


likely Roosevelt, with “Scudda | 
ico,” appears headed for pert 
$'3.000. “Search” at the Monroe, 
on third week looks neat $8,500. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apotlo (B&K) (1,400; 98)-—“‘Anna | 


$10,060. 
(Par) 


Karenina” (20th). -Light 
Last week, “Hatter’s Castle” 
(2d wk), $7,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,960; 
“Pirate” (M-G). Okay 
Last week, “Silver River” 
(2d wk), $18,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 67-98)— 
“Intermezzo” (UA) (reissue). Fair 
$11,000. Last week, “Foreign 
Correspondent” (UA) and “Trade 
Winds” (UA) (reissues), $7,500. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 37-98)— 
“Old Los Angeles” (Rep) and “In- 
side Story” (Rep). Okay $9,000. 
Last week, “Unconquered” (Par), 
$7500. 

Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 70-98)— 
“Search” (M-G) (3d wk). Neat 
$8,500. Last week, $12,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 98)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G) with Louis 
Jordan orch on stage (3d_ wk). 
Excellent $45,000. Last week, big 
$54.000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 98)—‘Let- 
From. Unknown Woman” (U) 
and Zale-Graziano fight film. Weak 
$17,000. Last week, “Miracle of 
Bells” (RKO) (2d wk), niee $19,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 95)— 
“Scudda Hoo” (20th). Pert $18,009. 


(WB) 


Last week, “Duel in Sun” (SRO) 
(2d wk), good $14,000. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 98)— 


“Winter Meeting” (WB) with Rose 
Murphy, Henny Youngman topping 
stage. Fairly good $33,000. Last 


week, “Sainted Sisters” (Par) with | 


Jane Powell on stage (2d wk), 
fancy $51,000. 
United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 98) 


—‘Bride Goes Wild” (M-G) (2d 


wk). Fair $14,000. Last week, oke 
$17.000. 
Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 


“Arch of Triumph” (UA). May hit 
solid $23.000 in ‘first week. Last 
week, “State of Union” (M-G) (6th 
wk) fine $12,000. 
World (Indie) (587: 77)— 
“Father’s House” (Indie) (3d wk). 
Brisk $3,700. Last week, $4,300. 


‘Bway Bright at $21,000, 
Frisco; ‘Deal’ Smash 226 
San Francisco, June 15. 
Biz is dullish here this stanza, 





with best showings made by “Give | $4 


My Regards to Broadway” at War- 
field and w Deal” at Para- 
mount. “On Merry Way,” in two 
spots, shapes fairly good. “Fort 
Apache” continues showing 
strength at Golden Gate in fifth 
stanza. 
Estimates for This Week 


Go'den Gate (RKO) (2,844; 65-| 


$1'\—‘‘Fort Apache” (RKO) (5th wk). 
Okay $11,000. Last week, fine $13,- 


Fox (FWC) (4.651: 60-95)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G) (3d wk). Dull 
$10,000. Last week, $16,500. 


Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)—_ 


“Give Regards to Broadway” (20th). 
Fine $21,000. Last week, “Summer 
Holiday” (M-G) (2d wk), mild $3,- 
200 in three days. 


Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— | 


“Raw Deal” (EL). Big $22,000. Last 
week, “Hazard” (Par), $19,000. 
St. Franeis (Par) (1,500; 60-85)— 
“arch of Triumph” (UA) (4th wk). 
Oke $8,000. Last week, strong $10,- 


Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 
55-85! — “On Merry Way” (UA). 
Okay $16,500. Last week, “Fuller 
‘Brush Man” (Cel) (2d wk), big $14,- 


oe ed Ar#sis (Blimenfe'd) (1,- 
. 55-85'—“Time of Li’ ” (UA) 
(Continued on page 20) 


with mild $17,060 | 


98)— | 
$32,000. | 





Broadway Grosses 


| £stimated Total Gross 


This Week $600,000 
(Based on 16 theatres) 
Last Year $631,000 


(Based on 18 theatres) 











‘Cock’ Fast 146 


~ Paces Better K.C. 


Kansas City, June 15. 
Product is somewhat improved 
| here this week, and grosses are re- 
| sponding accordingiy. ‘Lady from 
| Shanghai,” at Midland, “Big 
Clock,” at Paramount. and “Fur- 
jnacé Creek” at Tower-Fairway- 
Uptewn are running a close race 
\for top coin. “Cloek” is msking 
ithe best showing and _ probably 
| will hold over. Weather is plenty 
treublesome with unusual hot spell 
and protracted period without rain. 
It’s turning the populace to swim- 
ming pools and other outdoors en- 
tertainment unusually early for 
this season of year. 
Estimates for This Week 


Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65) — “Puddin’heatl”’ (Rep) and 
“Arkansas Judge” (Rep) (reissues). 
Average $3,500. Last week, “Green 
Grass Wyoming” (20th) (m.o.) 
about same. 

Midland (Loew's) (3.500; 45-65)— 
“Lady Shanghai’ (Col) and “Best 
Man Wins” (Col). Pleasing $15,000. 

(Continued on page 20) - 








‘Cool Weather No Help 
To Mpls.; Hazard’ Thin 


106, ‘Apache’ 76, MLO. 


Minneapolis, June 15. 

Even cool weather conducive to 
theatregoing seemingly can’t pump 
much life into grosses here and 
they continue to remain:in the 
doldrums. Newcomers include what 
ordinarily should prove red-hot 
but “Green Grass of Wyoming,” 
“Hazard” and “Winter Meeting” 
aren't doing much. “Grass” and 
“Meeting” are especially distress- 
ing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Sitting Pretty” (20th) (m.o.). 
Word-of-mouth boosting this one 
to fast $7,500 on fourth downtown 
week. Last week, $7,000. 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—“Only 
Angels Have Wings” (Indie) and 
“Coast Guard” (Indie), (reissues). 
Slow $2,300. Last week, “Seven 
Sinners” (indie) and “Sutter's 
Gold” (Indie}, (reissues), $2,500. 

Lyceum (Schreiber) (1,900; 50- 
70) — “Homecoming” (M - G). 
Opened Sunday (13). Second of 
Meiro films bought by this 
/legit roadshow house away from 
Minneseta Amus. Co. through com- 
petitive hidding. Good $10,000. 
Last week, closed after “Summer 
Holiday” (M-G) (2d wk), hit 
500. 

Lyrie (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—“Fur- 
nace Creek” (20th) (m.o.). Tepid 
$3,500. Last week, “Duel in Sun” 
(SRO) (m.o.) (2d run), fair $5,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)— 
“Green Grass Wyoming” (20th). 
| Struggling to reach fair $14,000. 
Last week, “Bride Goes Wild” 
(M-G), mild $14,000. 
| RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800: 50- 
_70}\—“Winter Meeting” (WB). Thin 





| 


$8,000 indicated. Last week, “Fort | 
fairly | 


| Apache” (RKO) (2d wk), 
| good $8,000 after big $16,000 first 
| week. 
| RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600: 50-70)— 
| “Fort Apache” (RKO) ‘m.o.). Hit- 
ting big $7,000 on third downtown 
week. Last week, 
| (RKO), $6,200. 
State (Par) (2,300: 50-70)\—‘‘Haz- 
‘ard” (Par). Paulette Goddard 
| doesn't mean much to boxoffice 
‘here without any other names. 
| Looks mildish $10,000. Last week, 


“Furnace Creek” (20th), light 
$7,000. 

Uptown (Par) (1,000; 44-60)— 
“State of Union” (M-G). First 


nabe showing. Nice $5,000. Last 
week, “Naked City” (U}, $4,500. 
World (Mann) (350: 50-85) — 
“Furia” (FC) (24 wk). Daring ads 
put this one over. kay $2,000 
lafter hefty $3,000 first week. 








Cirele (Gamblie-Dolie) (2,800; 
44-65’/—“‘Bambi” (RKO) (reissue) 
and “Heart of Virginia’ (Rep). 
Moderate $9,000. Last week, 
“Sainted Sisters” (Par) and 
“Waterfront Midnight” (Par), 
dandy $12,000. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,300: 44-65)—j| 
“Miracle of Bells” (RKO) Fair 
| $11.000. Last week, “Silver River” 
‘(WB and “Argyle Seerets” (FC), 
| $10,000. 

Keith’s (G-D) (1.300; 44-65)— 
“Silver River” (WB) and “Argyle 
Secrets” (FC) (m.o.). Thin $4,000. 
Last week, “Remember Mama” 
(RKO) (m.o.);: same. 





j 
j 
| 
' 
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INDPLS., LIGHT $11,000 


Indianapolis, June 15. 

Modest grosses are the rule 

again this stanza at downtown de- 

luxers “Miracle of Bells” at In- 

diana is week’s topper, but under 

house’ average. “Lady from 

Shanghai” at Loew’s and “Bambi” 
at Circle are in same category. 
Estimates for This Week 


Loew's (Loew's) (2,450; 44-65)— 
“Lady From Shanghai” (Col) and 


“Best Man Wins” (Col). Light 
$10,000. Last week, “Homecom- 


ing” (M-G) (2d wk), oke $9,000. 


Springlike weather last 
day (12) didn’t help an already- 
lin.ping Broadway, and despite a 
real pickup the following da: N. Y. 
'firstruns never fully got back in 
| stride again. Even with a much 
i better than usual Monday 
| partly via kids being out of school, 
net result is one of sorriest weeks 
at Broadway deluxers in months. 
Rain on Sunday and threatening 
weather Monday were favorable 
| b.o. factors. 

Fact that seven new bills opened 
in the last seven days did not 
i'mean much because few new- 
‘comers measured up to hopes. A 
lreal disappointment was. the 
| Strand showing. where personal of 
| Jane Russeil plus Ed Gardner and 
his “Dufiy’s Tavern” radio group, 





} 
; 


| plus Matty Malneck band on stage, 
| failed to help 


“Wallflower” much. 


Lyrie (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)—“To-| Modest $45,000 or less is in pros- 


baeco Road” (20th) and “Grapes of 


| Wrath” (20th) (reissues). Nice 
$7,500. Last week, 
(RKO) and “Madonna of Desert” 


Hazard Ficht Pix 
Fat $12,500, Ciney 


Cincinnati, June 15. 

Four new pix, all above par, plus 
the addition of Graziano-Zale fight 
reels at two houses, and stout hold- 
overs are lifting downtown biz 
generally. “Arch of Triumph” is 
the town topper currentiy, ahead of 
“Hazard.” “Woman in White” and 
“All My Sons” both are okay, 
former being especially good. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3.100; 50-75)— 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA). Good 
$14,500. Last week, “Silver River” 
(WB), $13,000. 

Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Hearty $9,000 in 9 days on heels of 
lush $11,000 second sesh. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)— 
“Woman in White” (WB) plus 
Graziano-Zale fight clips. Perky 
$9,000, fistic pix helping. — Last 
week, “Panhandle” (Mono), $7,500. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 50-75) 
—‘“All My Sons” (U). Satisfactory 
$8,000. Last week, “Adventures 
Casanova” (EL) and “Return Rin- 
Tin-Tin” (EL), slow $4,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)—“Sil- 
ver River’ (WB) (m.o.). Pleasing 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Fort Apache” 
(RKO) (m.o.) (3d wk), three days, 
and “Bride Frankenstein” (U) and 
“Son Frankenstein” (U) (reissues), 
four days, favorable $6,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75)— 
“Hazard” (Par) with Graziano-Zale 
bout shots. Trim $12,500. Last 
week, “Another Part of Forest” 
(U), mild $9,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2.100; 50-75)— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) (m.o.) 
(3d wk). Swell $6,500 after solid 
$8,000 last week. 





pect, weakest in months at this 
| . . . 

- __ NICE | house, with firstrun film and stage 
“Fugitive” | layout. 


Roxy also is very mild, “Green 
Grass of Wyoming,” with stagebill 
headed by Harry Richman, not go- 
ing past $60,000. “Design For 
Death” will be around $13,500, 
very moderate, at Victoria despite 
turnover every 90 minutes. “Sum- 
mer Holiday” is catching on niecly 
at State, with fancy $28,000 in first 
week. 

“Lady From Shanghai” will give 
the Criterion a healthy lift, the 
nice .$28,000 being the best here 
in several weeks. 

Palaee, too, is perking with 
“Naked City,” on second-run, and 
“Palooka Fighting Mad” plus 
Zale-Graziano fight film, big $15,- 
000 looming. This is best session 
Palace has had in many weeks. 
“Bad Sister” shapes up at very 
thin $11,000 or less on initial Win- 
ter Garden session. 

Para.cnount brings in “Dream 
Girl” and Phi] Spitalny “Houf of 
Charm” all-girl band today 
(Wed.). keeping “Hazard,” with 
stageshow. headed by King Cole 
Trio an” Ray Anthony band, only 
two weeks. ‘ 


Music Hall opens “Emperor 
Waltz’ tomorrow (Thurs.) after 
four weeks of “Pirate,” final of 


latter being nice $115,000. “Lalu 
Belle” supplanis “Another Part of 
Forest” at Rivoli next Saturday 
(19), final 10 days of latter being 
dull $17,000 or less. 
Estimates for This week 

Aster (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) 
—‘“Melody Time” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Looks to finish this week today 
(Wed) at okay $21,000 after trim 
$23,000 for second stanza. Stays 


on. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (650; 85-$1.50) 
—‘‘Citizen Saint’ (Indie) (3d wk). 
Third round ending today (Wed.) 
down to $4,500 after $5,500 last 
week. Stays. 

Capitol ‘(Loew’s) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
—‘“‘Bride Goes Wild” (M-G) with 
Woody Herman orch topping stage- 
bill (2d wk). Down to barely okay 





$55,000 or less after disappointing 





Merry Leads 


Way in Hub, $22,000; 


Homecoming’ Solid 396, ‘Grass ‘216 


Boston, June 15, 
Even the appearance of strong 
marquee names is not boosting biz 
to any great extent in the Hub. 
“Homecoming” at Orpheum and 
State looks solid followed by “On 
Our Merry Way” also strong at 
Memorial: Met’s newcomer, “Green 
Grass of Wyoming.” is just okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Jayeocks) (1,300: 40-80)—~ 
“The Search” (M-G). Okay $6,500. 
Last week, “Sign of Ram” (Col) 
and “Heart of Virginia’ (Rep), 

$3,500. 
Boston 


(RKO) (3,200; 40-80)— 


“The Pearl”) Port Apache” (RKO) and “Blonde 








Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities. are net, ie., 
without the 20°; tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage. hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. ‘ 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


| tory 


Iee”’ (FC) (4th wk). Fancy $16,000 
after okay $18,000 for third. 
Fenway ‘M-P) (1,373; . 40-80)— 
“Silver River’ (WB) and “Lead 
Soldiers” (20th). Oke $7,000. Last 
week, “Anna Karenina” (20th) and 
“Counterfeiters” (20th) $6,500. 


Exeter (Indie) (1.000: 45-75)— 
“Fanny” (Indie’ (3d wk). Trim 
$4.800 after nice $5,000 last week. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-80)— 
“On Our Merry Way’ (UA) and 
“Assigned to Danger” (EL). Strong 
$22,000. Last week. “Another Part 
Forest” (UL), $16.500. 

Metropolitan ‘(M-P), (4,367; 40-80) 
—*“Green Grass Wyoming” (20th) 
and “I, Jane Doe” (Rep). Satisfac- 
$21.000. Last week, “Noose 
Hangs High” ‘EL’ and “Adven- 
tures Casanova” (EL), fair $19,000. 

Orpheum ‘Loew? (3.000; 40-80)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G). Solid $22,- 
000. Last week, “Duel in Sun” 
(SRO) at pop prices, $19,000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80)— 
“Silver River” (WB) and “Lead 
Soldiers” ‘20th’. Fair $12,000. Last 
week, “Anna Karenina” (20th) and 
“Counterfeiters” (20th), $12,500. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-80)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G). Strong $17,- 





000 in this uptown spot. Last week, 


4“Duel in Sun” (SRO), $12,000. 


1$1.85) — “Lady 
i\(Col) (2d wk) 

|} Rita Hayworth-Orson 
lstarts today (Wed.). First week hit 
' nice 
isecond week 





‘Wallflower -Gardner-Jane Russell 456, 
‘Grass’-Richman 696, Holiday’ Big 286 


Satur- $62,000 opener. 
lwith “Fort 


Stays one more. 
Apache” (RKO) and 
Lena Horne heading stagebill open- 
ing June 24. First RKO picivre 
here since “Tender Comrade” 


|played about four years ago. 
(14), | 


Criterion (Locw’s) (1,700; 70- 
From Shanghai” 
Second session of 
Welles pic 


or near. In ahead, 
of “Up In Central 
Park” (U) was mild $13,000. 

Gobe (Brandt) (1,500; 90-$1.80) 
—“Arch of Triumph” (UA) (9th 
wk). Eighth week ended last Mon- 
day (14) night was down to $15,- 
CS$0 after ckay $17,900 for seventh. 
Continues. 

Moayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 90-$1.80) 
—Time of Life’ (UA) (3d wk). 
Current round ending today (Wed. 


$28,000 


llooks passably geod $24,000 after 
}nice $28,000 for second. Stays on 
| .ndef. 


Palace (RKO) (1,700. 35-80)— 
“Naked City” (U) (2d run) and “Joe 
Paiooka Fighting Mad” (Mono) (1st 
run) plus fight pictures. Fancy $15,- 
000, with Zale-Graciano bout shorts 
helping. Last week, “Winter Mect- 
ing” (WB) and “To Victor” (WB) 
(2d runs), mild $6,000. ¢ 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—“*Dream Girl” (Par) and Phil 
Spitalny “Hour of Charm” all-girl 
orch plus Sibyl Bowan on stage. 
Open today (Wed.). Last week, sec- 
ond of “Hazard” (Par) with King 
Cole Trio, Ray Anthony orch head- 
ing stageshow, held firmly at $60,- 
000, being helped by preview of 
“Dream Girl” at shows last night 
and unusually big Monday; first 
was okay $62,000. 

Radio City Musie Hall (Recke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—“Pirate” 
(M-G) and stage show (4th-final 
wk). Winding up at very nice 
$115,000; Third stanza was very 
good $122,000, albeit a bit below 
expectancy. “Emperor Waltz” 
(Par) opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-$1.20)—~ 
“Will It Happen Again” (FC) (Sth- 
final wk). This session ending 
next Friday (18) looks okay $6,000 
after $7,000 in fourth. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60- 
$1.25)—“Another Part of Forest” 
(U) (5th-final wk). Only staying 
three extra days. Fourth week 
ended last (Tues.) night was down 
to moderate $13,000 after $15,000 
for third. “Lulu Belle” (Col) 
opens next Saturday (19). 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)— 
“Green Grass Wyoming” (20th) 
plus Harry Richman, Chandra- 
dancers heading stagebill (2d-final 
Tice.) Right: See aieuaeeeteibae ak 

es. very ppo. at 
mild $60,000, and goes only two. 
Fourth week of “Iron Curtain” and 
Ed Sullivan revue, in ahead, was 
$45,000. Ice show (new policy) on 
stage and “Give My ds to 
Broadway” (20th) opens June 23.- 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-$1.25)— 
“Summer Holiday” (M-G) 
run). Looks very big $28,000 or 
near in first round ending tomor- 
row (Thurs.). In ahead, “Noose 
Hangs se ll (EL) (list run) (2d 
wk), modest $14,000. “Easter 
Parade” (M-G) already advertised 
to have world preem here on June 
30, with “Holiday” helding until 
that time. 

Strand (WB) (2.756; 70-$1.50)— 
“Wallflower” (WB) with Ed 
“Archie” Gardner and “Duffy’s 
Tavern” radio group, Jane Rus- 
sell, Matty Malneck orch on stage. 
For first week ending tomorrow 
‘Thurs.) looks like modest %45,000, 
highly disappointing. Last weck, 
third for “Silver River” (WB) and 
Eddy Duchin orch heading stage- 
show was down to $34.000. 

Victoria {City Inv.) (720: 70- 
$1.50)—“Design for Death” (RKO). 
in first stanza ending today (Wed.) 
likely will get only $13,500, very 
mild. Staying only one more. 
Third week of “Berlin Exovress” 
(RKO) wound up at oke $11.000. 
“Fighting Father Dunne” (RKO) 
opens June 24. 

Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 55- 
$1.25)\—“Bad Sister” (U). Initial 
week ending today (Wed.) looks 
very mild $11.000, but holding any- 
way. In ahead, “River Lady” 
(U) (3d wk), thin $8.000. 





New 600-Car Ohio Drive-in 
Columbus. 
Frank Yassenoff opens his third 
drive-in here July 1. This 600-car 
layout originally was named the 
Three C, after the Cleveland, Co- 
lumbus and Cincinnati highway on 
which it is located, but name may 
be changed. Yassenoff opened first 
drive-in in this area more tham 
nine years ago. 
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Montevideo, June 3. 

There are increasing signs of 
growing government intervention 
in- Argentina in all entertainment 
fields, particularly films and radia, 
with the newly created Ministry of 
Education openly announcing that 
both media are eminently adapted 
to educational purposes and there- 
fore must come under its aegis. 
The Educational Ministry was cre- 
ated only very recently by Presi- 
dent Peron as a means of elevating 
the ex-Argentine Ambassador in 


Washington, plastic surgeon Dr. 
Oscar Ivanissevich, to Cabinet 
rank. 


Ministry of Education has 
launched a plan to equip all 
schools with 16m equipment, and 
it’s understood that several Argen- 
tine government tycoons are fi- 
nancially interested in this scheme. 
In addition to setting up documen- 
tal production units, Dr. Ivanisse- 
vich has also called in the heads 
of major studios, exhorting them 
to launch the making of historical] 
pix, on the lines of “La Guerra 
Gaucha” — incidentally generally 
regarded the best production so 
far turned out of an Argentine 
studio. . 

There is considerable squawking 
over a report that the Mexican 
Producers Union had charged that 
Mexican pix were being stymied 
in Argentina, whereas no barriers 
have ever been set up against them 
so far. Exhibitors ‘point out that 
if they have not been giving so 
much play to the Mexicans of late 
it is because,they are no longer 
grossing as they used to. They 
point out_ that -Cinematograficia 
Inter-Americana had inked a deal 
with the Select Layalle theatre to 
release’ all firstruns.of their Mexi- 
can pix, but grosses were weak 
that the deal had to be canéelléd. 
Italian pix have currently taken 
the place .formerly held by the 
Mexicans. : 

The dollar shortage. has caused 
a scarcity of Technicolor raw stock 
on the Argentine market, with the 
result that processing and sub- 


‘titling of a number of Technicolor 


pix has been delayed, holding up 
releases. “Sinbad the Sailor,” 
which RK© has skedded for June 
release, has been held up for four 
months for this Feason, , 
Record Grosses « 

The “Kid from Brooklyn” grossed 
a record $26,250 at. the Ocean the- 
atre in its first week’s run. In fact, 
since that theatre was inaugurated 
in 1941 it has never had such a 
record gross. The previous record 
was established by “Notorious,” at 
the Gran Rex, which has 900 seats 
more than the Ocean. RKO is get- 
ting ready to release “I Remember 


_ Mama” and is starting in on ad- 


vance publicity. 

Record grosses for an Argentine 
picture are being established by 
San Miguel Studios’ “Lady Winder- 
mere’s Fan” (“Una Mala Mujer’) 
at the Ambassador, which has 
already run four weeks and forced 
Paramount to delay release of 
“Variety Girl,” which had been 
skedded for that theatre June 8. 


Cashing in on the current short- 
age of foreign newsreels and docu- 
mentaries arising from the limita- 
tion of foreign imports, a new doc- 
umentary filming unit has been 
formed by Dosthenes. Luis Comi- 
netti. The new enterprise is of a 
cooperative nature and will mak2 
pix showing the beauties of the 
northern mountainous districts of 
Argentina. 


Sur Studios has signed an agree- 
ment with Cinematografica Argen- 
tina and Chile Films, for joint pro- 
duction of pix with Argentine- 
Chilean locales. United Artists 
will have’ world distribution of 
these pix. Sur will lease the Chile 
Films Studios in Santiago, presum- 
ably because of lower costs in 
that country. First picture to be 
made under this deal is titled 
“Hope” (Esperanza) on a script by 
Enzo Ardigo and Eduardo Borras, 
with Manuel Pena Rodriguez pro- 
ducing and Francisco Mugica di- 
recting. 

Local producers are at last be- 
coming conscious of the need to 


~- insure adequate representation for 


Argentine .pix abroad if any dis- 
tribution is te be achieved for 
this. Argentina’ Sono Film 
signed an exclusive contract 


_. Blue Ribbon distributors of Great 
_ Britain, for release ofits pix in 
- the British Isles, 





- 


Argentine Pix Situation Unsettled 
Due to Govt., Stock Void, Mex Problem 





. oes 





‘Stars and Ice’ Hitting ——- 
The Venezuela Road 


Caracas, Venezuela, June 8. 

After two months of perform- 
ances here, “Stars and Ice,” ice 
show, is on the road. It’s playing 
Valencia, Barquismieto and Mara- 
caibo, all in Venezuela, followed by 
the Dutch island of Curacao, Hav- 
ana and Rio de Janeiro. Show is 
owned by Sam Bakerman and 
Jorges Borges Vallegas, local car- 


‘nival owners, carrying its own tent 
‘seating 3,000 and portable rink. 


Elisabeth and Fritz Chandler of 


Néw York direct and stage the all- | 


U. S. cast. 

Bakerman reported biz in Cara- 
cas was excellent. Now in its see- 
ond year, show played Caracas four 
months and Buenos Aires eight 
months its first year. 





Jap Film Agreement By 
Three Major Studios Held 
Anti-Monopoly Violation 


Tokyo, June 5. 

The “one company, one film, one 
program” agreement among Ja- 
pan’s three major motion picture 
producers—Toho, Daiei and Shoc- 
hiku—is a violation of the Anti- 
Monopoly Law and must be abol- 
ished, the Diet’s Fair, Transactions 
Committee has announced after in- 
vestigating the arrangement since 
last December. 

Agreement provided that a fea- 
ture film of one of the contracting 
studios couldn’t be screened on the 
same bill with a film_produced by 
either of the other two. The agree- 
ment was easy to enforce, since all 
three studios either own their own 
theatres or control sizable chains 
through exclusive contracts. 

However, the Diet 
ruled, future contracts for film 
rentals shall contain no clause pro- 
hibiting the showing of another 
picture on the same program. 


First Mex Video Shows 
Presented at Film House 


Mexico City, June 15. 

» Mexico’s first regular television 
programs are being given at the 
new cinema, Cine Bahia, by local 
station XEGC. Programs, directed 
by Guillermo Gonzales Camarena, 
radio engineer, with apparatus he 
invented and made in Mexico, are 
sponsored. by the La Moderna Ciga- 
rette Co. 

Video show was arranged by 
Carios Riveroll del Prado, veepee 
of D’Arcy advertising’s Mexican 
subsidiary, Publicidad D’Arcy. He’s 
Mexico’s pioneer radio producer. 
Show to stay a month at the Bahia, 
one of the three pop price deluxe 
cinemas the Emilio Azcarraga syn- 
dicate recently opened, and: after 
a month each at the other two 
houses, goes on the Mexican road. 


‘Cluny’ Wins Finn ‘Oscar’ 
As Best Foreign Comedy 
Helsinki, June 1. 
The Finnish film critics’ annual 
“Jussi” awards (the Finnish ‘Os- 
car’) has been distributed to 
the winners. Vilji Hela got the 


prize for the best screenplay for 
the film “Pikajuna Pohjoisen,” and 
Roland af Hellstrom got the award 
for best direction with the same 
film. Best actor was Leif Wager 
and best actress Eeva-Karina Vol- 
anen. 


For the first time there were also 
awards given for the best foreign 








films. The most artistic film 
was: “Ditte Menneskebarn” (Da- 
nish). Best comedy was: “Cluny 


Brown” and best cartoon “Bambi,” 
both American. 





FILM CLASSICS CHINA PACT 


Film Classics has pacted Chin- 
america Film Exchange of Hong 
Kong to handle distribution of its 
product in China. 

C. Y: Tom, Chinamerica prez, is 
currently dickering for ownership 
pf eight theatres in six of China’s 
_argest cities. 


J. S. deBrite named to represent 





Swedes Pick ‘Verdoux’ 
In 5 Best Foreign Pix 


Stockholm, June 6. 

“Monsieur Verdoux” (UA) was 
selected as one of the five best for- 
eign films of 1947 by Stockholm 
critics. Others were “To Live in 
Peace,” “Shoe Shine,” both Italian; 
“Days of Wrath,” Danish, and “Le 
Diable Au Corps,” French. 

Top honors for domestic films 
were awarded to “Woman Without 
Face,” “Music In the Dark,” “Pas- 
sage to India,” “Different Roads” 
and “People In Simlangs Valley.” 


French Legiters 
Face Hard Times 








committee | 


Paris, June 8. 


French legit talent, except for a 
ifew stars who cam command per- 
j;manent work at what is locally a 
fair salary, face hard times. There 
lare about 55 stages im Paris, and 
| those in the provinces are fast dis- 
| appearing, being unable to keep up 
ia rep company, and being only 
| used by Paris troupers on tour, 
\lasting from one night to a week 
‘on each stand. Since there are 
‘about 4,000 actors, and work for 
lonly about 1,000 maximum, many 
of them ‘are trying to make a living 
| in some other way. Those who 
'don’t have enough marquee pull to 
‘rate as stars, major or minor, must 
| accept paltry salaries ranging from 
|$2 to $4 a day. And there are some 
|who, having left a safe job, like 
| Jean Chevrier, who had resigned 
from the Comedie Francaise, are 
‘now glad to be reinstated on its 
| roll. 


Due to the tourist season which 


i;makes for international produc- 
tions, many stands are showing im- 
ports. John Van Druten’s “Voice 


of the Turtle,” with Arlette 
Thomas, Josette Harmina and J. 
P. Kerien, in the M. Ibara adapta- 
tion produced at the Oeuvre by Lu- 
cien Beer, is getting very good no- 
tices. Well acted, well produced, 
and sentimentally pleasing the 
French, it looks set for nice re- 
, turns. 

At the Renaissance, Gian-Carlo 
Menotti has brought “The Tele- 
phone” and “The Medium” from 
London for a few showings, with 
Maria Powers and Mrs. Madeira in 
the cast. It’s getting trade due to 
curiosity. “Peter Grimes” is due 
here soon. At the Theatre des 
Champs Elysees the company 
started in Geneva in 1941 by Ma- 
risa Morel is doing Mozart operas 
without much sueccess.. 








Skits Starting Chaplin 
To Be Filmed as Shorts 


London, June 8. 


Some >f Fred Karno’s music hall 
sketches are to be made into films, 
and son Leslie Karno is to act as 
adviser to the J. Arthur Rank Or- 
ganization, which will make them 
into shorts. 


“Mumming Birds,” “Football 
Match,” .“G.P.O.” and “Smoking 
Concert,” which are chiefly famed 
for launching Charles Chaplin and 
Stan Laurel, are amongst those 
likely to be chosen. Leslie Karno 
and his wife will appear in the 
pictures. 


Current London Shows 


London, June 15. 


(Figure shows weeks of run) 
“All My Sons,” Lyric (2). 
“Anna Lueasta,” Majesty’s (33). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (54). 
“B’ess the Bride,” Adephi (60). 
“Bob’s Your Uncle,” Sav. (6). 
“Calypso,” Playhouse (4). 
“Caribbean Rhap., Wales (2). 
“Carissima,” Palace (14). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (42). 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (55). 
“Four, Five, Six,”’ Yorks (14). 
“Giaconda Smile,” New (2). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (12). 
‘‘Hellzapoppin,” Princes (10). 
“Lady Asks Help,” Garrick (1). 
“Linden Tree,” Duchess (44). 
“Little Lambs,” Ambass. (10). 
“Maid to Measure,” Camb. (4). 

" tain Air,” Comedy (20). 
“Never Can Tell,” Wynd, (37). 
“Off Record,” Piccadilly (50). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (59). 
“Outrageous,” W. Garden (31). 
“Paragon,” Fortune (6). 


7 t Laughter,” H’ymkt (61). 
oe *,” Phoenix (20). 
. ht Roof,” Hipp. (32). 


“Travellers Joy,” Crit. (2). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (52). 














Film Classics product in Portugal. 





“Worms View,” Whitehall (59). 


~ 


British Do Sizeable Bi 
Morale Builder in Remote Isles 


with 16m: 





Wage Strike Threatens 
Two of Five Mex Studios 


Mexico City, June 15. 
Strike to enforce demands for a 
60% pay hike is aimed for June 26 
against two of the five local pic 
studios, Churubusco, and Azteca 
(which was recently crippled by a 





$1.000,000 fire) by the National 
‘Cinematographic Industry Work- 
lers Union (STIC). Federal board 
‘of conciliation and arbitration is 
| striving to avert the strike. 

| Churubusco just asked the board 
\to okay its request to pare pay by 
|40%, claiming it’s running $400,- 
'000 a year in the red. This studio 
‘is owned by RKO and its Mexican 
|partner, Productores Asociados. 


| 
| 


Chico Marx in Slight 
Lather at Benefit For 
Beer-Drinking Vets 


Sydney, June 8. 

Chico Marx, a sock hit at the 
Tivoli here for Dave Martin, first 
refused to do a Sabbath show for 
ex-servicemen when he discovered 
that he was required to perform in 
'a club while members sat around 
jand drank beer. Comedian was 
|/under the impression when first 
| asked to do the show that it would 
| be at a hospital fer ex-servicemen. 

When informed, however, that a 
lot of patients from the hospital 
were present in the club, Marx 
finally agreed to work for them, 
idoing a 10-minute show at the 
piano. Marx told newspapermen 
that he was pretty sore about the 








performed in clubs, was not tem- 
peramental, and was always ready 
to entertain ex-servicemen in hos- 
pitals. 





Mex Maestro Breeskin 
Shipped to Penal Colony 


Mexico City, June 8. 

Elias Breeskin, European violin- 
ist who became a top bandleader 
and stage-radio performer during 
the 15 years he has been in Mexico, 
was in the tragic company of 264 
convicts, 16 of them women, 
shipped in a special train of cattle 
cars to Manzanillo, Pacific port, 
for banishment to the Tres Marias 
islands, nation’s penal colony. * 

Breeskin was sentenced to three 
years for allegedly issuing a bad 
check for $175. He’s 63. Musicians 
union has urged the government to 
reconsider banishing Breeskin to 
the penal colony. Breeskin is the 
first bigtime musician who got in 
legal toils in Mexico to be sent to 
the Tres Marias (Three Marys). 





Brisson in London to Set 
Up Branch, Film Skeds 


London, June 15. 

Frederick Brisson, executive 
producer of Independent Artists, 
has arrived here to sct up repre- 
sentation for his company in; Eng- 
land and France similar to N. Y. 
He brought a print of Independ- 
ent’s (RKO release) first produc- 
tion, “Velvet Touch,” which he will 
preview here. Brisson also will 
make final arrangements for pro- 
duction of “King of Diamonds,” 
life story of Barney Barnato, while 
in London. Barnato’s son, Woolf, 
will act as technical adviser on the 
picture. 

Brisson plans visiting Denmark 
where he will map preparations for 
“Without Makeup,” his father’s 
{Carl Brisson) life-story. While in 
Europe, he will seek a leading man 
for Dudley Nichols’ first Indepen- 
dent film, an original romantic 
comedy. 


Japs Can’t Take It 


Tokyo, June 5. 

; A juvenile delinquency. preven- 
tion committee in Taira, 75 miles 
north of Tokyo, has adopted a res- 
olution cendemning Jap motion 
pictures which include kissing 
scenes, and has asked exhibs to ban 
such films. 

Kissing scenes were nixed by 
Nip authorities and deleted from 
foreign films before and during the 
war, but have made sensational in- 








roads in postwar pix. 
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whote thing, adding that he never | 


—¢ Entertainment films are now be- 


ing shown by the British govern- 
ment as morale builders for the in- 
habitants of the remote islands off 
the coast of Scotland, Pictures are 
16m copies of British and Holly- 


wood features, and the screenings 
are done by mobile unit. The proj- 
ect is under the Highlands & 
‘Islands Film Guild, under subsidy 
‘from the British ministry of the 
|interior, according to Orton Hicks, 
| Loew's chief of 16m distribution. 

| Idea is that life is a grim routine 
for the people ef the Orkneys, 
'Shetlands, Outer Hebrides and ad- 
| jacent islands off the northern 
lcoast of Scotland. To make exist- 
ence more bearable, the HIFG op- 
erates eight mobile units, each 
serving a dozen or more villages. 
Admission for the shows is gener- 
ally a shilling, ninepence, or ap- 
|proximately 35¢c in U.S. money. A 








'dance usually follows the perform- , 


ance. 
According to Hicks, who re- 
‘turned last week from a trip to the 
| British Isles, France, Italy and Bel- 
igium, the showing of 16m film is a 
‘fairly sizeable business in those 
‘countries. There are some 200 com- 
imereial exhibitors of 16m film in 
| England, three-quarters of whom 
joperate mobile units. Hicks esti- 
|mates there are thousands of non- 
;commercial spots. Because of the 
British monetary situation, there is 
little prospect for increased buying 
of projection equipment, so distri- 
'bution will remain about as now. 

| There are about 2,900 exhibs of 
16m in France, Hicks reports. 
Nearly all are commercial and 
about half are mobile. This repre- 
sents virtually the saturation point, 
'so there’s no prospect of expansion. 
|The number of 16m exhibs in Italy 
is about 250, the Loew’s exec re- 
iveals, explaining that nearly all 
lare stationary units, under the dif- 
ficult road and gasoline conditions. 
there. Italy is making and export- 
\ing excellent 16m projectors, he 
‘found. There are an estimated 600 
|spots in Belgium, with road and 
|gas factors somewhat similar to 
those .in Italy. 


Two Czech Film Stars 
Break Thru Iron Curtain 
And Arrive in Austria 


Vienna, June 8. 


Two Czech film stars have man- 
aged to get through the Iron Cur- 
tain. Lyda Baarova is now in 
Salzburg and trying to get a per- 
mit from the Austrian film artists’ 
union to work there. So far her 
endeavors were nixed. Union of- 
ficials said that she will be obliged 
to produce Czech permit before 
matter would be considered here. 
She and her husband, M. Kopetzki 
(former Socialist Minister in Czech 
cabinet), had tried a few weeks be- 
fore to cross the closely-watched 
frontier illegally, were arrested, 
but escaped. Baarova was cleared 
more than a year ago of collabora- 
tion charges brought against her 
by the Czech Film Union. 

A few hours after Baarova had 
safely crossed the line ’another film 
actress, Adina Mandlova, better 
known as Lil Adina, arrived in 
Vienna. She has already left the 
capital for unknown whereabouts. 











Loew’s Ups 3 in S.A. 


Following through on the com- 
pany policy of promoting from 
within the ranks, Loew’s Interna- 
tional veepee Morton A. Spring last 
week upped three Loew’s men in 
Latin American countries to new 
positions. 


Jack Tilden, now manager of 
Venezuela, moves to the top post 
in Chile, where his new job will 
include supervising the two Metro 
theatres in Santiago and Valpa- 
raiso, as well as managing the 
company’s exchange in that coun- 
try. Chile is now being temporarily 
managed by Sidney Schwartz, 
travelling Metro auditor. 

Myron D. Karlin, until now 
Metro chief in Ecuador, moves up 
to the Venezuela post. He’s to be 
succeeded by Robert Schmitt, now 
assistant sales chief of 16m films 
in the homeoffice. 
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: ‘Jekyll’ 


Title Arbitration to Be Bass 
Of Verdict in Treasure Island’ Claim 





David O. Selznick’s 10-year fight +— 


to wrest claim to the title “Treas- 
ure Island” from Metro is slated 
for an airing Friday (18) in New 
York. By a peculiar series of cir- 


cumstances, however, the decision 
will be made via an arbitration in- 


volving another title and another 
preducer. 

While the valuable “Treasure Is- 
land” tag wil! be the principal 
stake, the arbitration actually will 
be on a claim of Charles Rogers 
to the tag, “Son of Dr. Jekyll.” 
Metro is disputing that one, just 
as it is Selznick’s claim. But while 
Seiznick and Metro have been 
wrangling for months over choice 
of arbiters, Rogers—a Johnny- 
come-lately in the dispute over a 
ticklish point of copyright law— 
came to an immediate agreement 
with M-G-M on the men to make 
the decision. As a result, his case 
will be heard first and, since it is 
identical, Metro and Selznick have 
agreed to let the “T.I.” dispute 
hinge on the same deeision. 

As if that weren’t complicated 
enough, in the midst of the Selz- 
nick and Rogers wrangles along 
came indie producer Sam Abar- 
banel and attempted to register 
with the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America six labels, all carrying the 
words “Treasure Island.” They in- 
cluded such numbers as “Secret of 
Treasure Island,” “Treasure Island 
Today’ and “Return to Treasure 
Island.” 

As it did with Selznick and Rog- 
ers, Metro raised a roar of protest 
to the MPAA against accepting the 
titles for registration. Metro’s 
squawk was based on the fact that 
“TI.” and “Jekyll and Hyde” were 
acquired from the estate of the 
author, Robert Louis Stevenson, in 
1933 and it still lays claim to the 


EL Hires Conrad 
For Olympics Bally 


Stepping up further its plan to 
hype ballyhoo for forthcoming 
U. S. releases of J. Arthur Rank’s 
British pix, Eagle Lion has hired 
Harold Conrad, ex-newspaperman, 
to handle special publicity for a 
feature on the Olympic games. 
Conrad will go to England this 
month to act as liaison between EL 
and Yank reporters sent to cover 
the games. 

Conrad was recenity with the 
New York Daily Mirror, as film 
critic, then promotion man for the 
Zale-Graziano fight. He is the sec- 
ond publicist recently taken on by 
EL to baliy Anglo pix. First was 
Marie Van Slyke. EL distributes 
half of Rank’s product in the U. S. 


2th Sees lém Biz | 

As Buildup to:35m 

In direct refutation of exhibitor 
complaints against the majers’ en- 
try into domestic 16m distribution, 
20th-Fox is convinced that the 
proper handling of 16m theatrical 
films in the U. S. will eventually 
open up new 35m situations. That, 
in turn, should offer new oppor- 
tunities for established 35m exhibs. 

Twentieth spokesman pointed 
out that most of the theatrical 16m 
installations would be located in| 
so-called “marginal areas,”’ which | 
are too small to support a standard 
filmery but which nevertheless can 
operate profitably with mnarrow- 
gauge films two or three days 


weekly. Many such situations, he 
declared, draw from an orbit of 








| vicinity. 


smaller towns in the immediate 
Onee the _ film-going 


Order Techni Election 


For Bargaining Agcy. 
Washington, June 15. 

Election for bargaining agency 
for technical employees at Techni- 
color’s Coast plant was ordered 
today (15) by the National Labor 
Relations Board,.to be held within 
30 days of July 4. 

Ballot choices will include the 
International Alliance of Theatri- 
eal Stage Emplevees, the Cinema 
Lodge of the Machinists Union, and 
no union at all. 


12-MUSICAL SKED 
HEAVIEST FOR M-G 


Hollywood, June 15. 

Escapist entertainment, in the 
form of tunefilms, is getting the 
heaviest play in Metro’s history, 
with five musicals ready for re- 
lease between now and Labor Day, 
and seven more siaied for filming 
in summer and fall. 

In preparation are ‘““Take Me Out 
to the Ball Game,” “The Berkleys 
of Broadway,” ‘The Duchess of 
Idaho,” ‘“Neptune’s Daughter,” 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” an un- 
titled yarn based on the careers 
of Harry Ruby and Bert Kalmar, 
and one on the lives of Van and 
Sehenck. Ready for release are 
“Summer Holiday,” “The Pirate,” 
“On an Island With You,” “Easter 
Parade” and “A Date With Judy.” 


French as U.S. Competish 
In Spain Reported 


Washington, June 15. 

French competition for Ameri- 
can pictures in Spain is certain to 
increase on the basis of the re- 
cently signed French-Spanish 
trade treaty, reports Nathan D. 
Golden, chief of the motion pic- 
ture-photographic branch of the 
Department of Commerce. 

The treaty calls for an exchange 
of up to 40 films yearly between 
the two nations.- Golden points 
out that even official circles re- 








copyright on them. 


Selznick, Rogers and Abarbanel | habit is built up among the local 
ght has ex- | citizenry 
pired. Whether it has or not hinges should be possible to transform 


say. that Metro’s copyri 


on a technicality: And the validity 
of that technicality is the princi- 
pal point. upon which the arbitra- 
tion board must rule. The decision 
is highly significant in that it may 
affect thousands of other copy- 


rights. ; 
a The Background 

Here's the background; Steven- 
son died in 1894, Under British 
law, a copyright is good for 50 

ars after the death of the author. 

t would have put all of the 
Stevenson works in the public do- 
main as of Dec. 2, 1944. 

However, under the Berne con- 
vention (to which the U.S. does not 
belong, but most other countries 
do), a copyright is goed in all 

countries as long as it 


$ good in any one of them. And_ 
that’s where the main catch facing | supervision. 
|ished scouting the state for pos- 
In 1919, the French ‘government ' sible narrow-gauge 


the arbiters lies. 


passed a law extending the terms 
of copyrights six years to make up 
for the time lost as a result of 
World War I. 
sion, Metro is claiming its copy- 





Under that exten- | 


via 16m _ showings, it 
such situations into profitable 35m | 
accounts. 

In Canada, it is pointed out, 
more than 180 situations that 
started as 16m accounts have al- 
ready been converted into 35m 
houses through the general incul- 
cation of the film-going habit by 
the miniature pix. Twentieth 
hopes the same situation will held 
true in the U. S. and is prepared 
to cut immediately from 16m to} 
35m once the installation shows 
it can support product in the 
standard size. 

Twentieth hopes to kick off its 
domestic 16m distribution in Texas 
within the- next couple of months. 
Films, Ine. prez Eric Haight, whe 
will handle 20th’s domestic 16m 
operation under 20th homeoifice 
has practically fin- 


installations. 
All his reeommendations must be | 
approved by 20th’s branch man- | 
ager before getting put on the 
okay list,°in order to insure that 
the 16m houses offer ne competi- 


gard this figure as “unrealistic” 
but nevertheless “French competi- 
tion is almost certain to increase 
in the Spanish market.” A special 
arrangement being worked out be- 
tween Spain and Argentina is not 
considered as a real threat to the 
dominant” position of the Holly- 
wood product. 

During the 10 weeks ending 
May 1, 25 of the 39 new features 
released in Madrid were American, 
four Spanish, three Mexican, two 
British, two Italian, and one each 
from Argentine, Sweden and 
France. American pix grossed 
about 75% of the entire b.o. take. 

Interesting headache is that 
though Spanish preduction is so 
poor, few American pix will be 
getting into that country. Importa- 
tion licenses are issued to the 
Spanish studios, which sell them 
to film importers, using the funds 


to help their own domestic pro- | 


duction. 
Licenses are issued on the basis 
of number and quality of Spanish 


films produced. When the quality | 
and quantity fall off, so do the | 


subsidy import licenses. 





right runs until December, 1950. tion to 20th’s established 35m 
Selznick, et al., claim that the six- customers. 
year stretch by the French govern- | . 


ment d t apply. Whether it | ; 
does or not is what the arbiters 5 2Oth-Fox Pix Start 


must decide. | Going, Es ding Lal 


Complicating the matter 
Hellywood, June 15. 


ernments, which subscribe to After several days without a 
Berne convention. And still fur- camera working, 20th-Fox went 
ther confusing the issue is a law into a whirl of activity, with five 
passed by the Vichy government in | pictures slated to roll before the 
1944 similarly extending French end of the month, starting today 





gov- 
the 


copyrights for six years for time (15) with “Chicken Every Sunday.” 


Jost during World War IL. If Vichy 


laws are construed as valid—and_ 


that’s the whole subject of arbi- 
‘tration in itself—Metro may lay 
claim to the Stevenson copyrights 
until 1956. 

Voker in the Selznick arbitration 
fs that Metro doesn’t even want 


Others on the June starting 





schedule are “Sand,” “The Fan,” 
“Yellow Sky” and “A Letter to | 
Three Wives.” .“‘Sky” and “Letter” | 
have been working on location and | 


‘will return to the studio Monday | 


(27). Meanwhile, five days ot 
added scenes are prescribed for 


Paul Jones Leaves M-G 


_Hollywood, June 15. 

Paul Jones is ankling Metro this 
week after a year on the Culver 
City lot, during which he produced 
one picture, the Red _ Skelton 
starrer, “A Southern Yankee.” 

Before moving to Metro, Jones 
was a producer at Paramount, 
where he made most of the “Read” 
pictures with Bing Crosby and Bob 
Hope. He will vacation at Coro- 
nado before making a new connec- 
tion. 











Censor Bill 


Continued from page 2 





Report is concerned with “any of- 
fense against morality, decency or 


the “TT.” label itself. It traded “That Wonderful Urge.” 
it a couple years ago to Walt Dis- | £ 
——— Daniel ee 
.” But it ¢ itself | 
under obligation to make good its| Leland Hayward has bought the 
deal with Disney by defending the S¢recn rights to ‘Graduation: Fam- 
latter's exclusive right to it. Metro, ily Style,” a Saturday Evening 
incidentally, made a “T. I.” version | Post article by Barbara Gunn. 





in 1934. ‘Price was $1,500. Production de- 
' DOS and Rogers are tails are unsettled. 

Yepped in the arbitration byj| The piece describes the author's 
O’Brien, Driscoll, Raftery & Law- | setup at Oregon Univ., where she 
lor, while Metro’s legal t|and her ex-GI husband are about 


‘public welfare committed at such 


SEP YARN TO HAYWARD =| Pestormances.” 


Also figuring heavily in the 
fight to kill the proposed bill is the 
eastern ad-publicity directors com- 
mittee of the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America. Committee made a con- 
certed pitch to N. Y. daily news- 
papers last week. pointing out the 
bill’s similarity to that introduced 
some 18 months ago in the State 
legislature at Atbany, which would 






departmen , 
and its delegate on the MPAA title to graduate. Couple met while 


have okayed local censorship of 





committee, William Orr, are repre- | sophomores, and they now have an 


~ genting it. ‘infant son. 


‘ 


AS ee EES SOS ee a 


an 





film advertising in newspapers and 


‘which was subsequently killed. 
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Ul. S, Pix to Play Increasing Role 
hh Re-education of Nipponese 


Tokyo, June 5. 





Vog Backs 2d French Pic 
With American Money 


Vog Films, U. S. indie distribu- 
tor of foreign films, is stepping in- 
to its second venture in backing 
production of a French film with 
American dollars. Vog recently in- 
vested some frozen francs and hard 
currency in “Manon,” to insure the 
pic’s completion in France after it 
was one-third finished. Second pie, 
as yet untitled, will be backed from 
the outset. 

Step was taken by Vog execs to 
help maintain a supply of French 
pix which had been slowly drying 
up at the source due to critical 
jfinancial situation in Franee. Vog 
lis applying ‘iis investment against 
lestimated returns of the twe 
French pix in the U. S. market. 


Where 35m Biz Is. 
Good So Is lom 


After almost three years of 16m 
distribution overseas, the major 
film companies have found to their 
amazement that the biggest market 
for the narrow-gauge product is in 
i those countries where grosses are 
largest on regular 35m films. 

Original idea that 16m pix would | 


go best in sparsely-settled coun- | 
tries, or in those with poor living | 
standards, has consequently been | 
tossed out. The majors confess now | 


that that idea was naive, based on 





now convinced that practically all | 
the knowledge thev’ve gained in | 
35m distribution will be applicable | 
to the 16m business and predict | 
that the same situation will hold | 


16m films begins in earnest in the 
a), 

Only exception to the rule is 
the Philippines, which have offered 
a fertile market for 16m _ films 
despite thé generally low level of 
both culture and income. That 
Situation is explained, though, by 
ithe fact the Filipinos were in- 
/troduced to American-made 16m 
films by the U.S. Army during the 
| war and found theni to their liking. 
' Hence. they strive now to scrape 
enough for any 16m theatre. In the 
majority of Latin American coun- 
tries, on the other hand, it’s found 
that the greatest activity in 16m 
films is found near the large popu- 
lation centers, with the hinterland 
regions offering practically no 
market. 





inexperience with the facts. They’re | 


U. S. motion pictures are slated 
to play an increasing role in the 
re-education of Japan’s 80,000,000 
people under the Army’s reeently 
expanded documentary film pro- 
gram here. More than 2,000 mo- 
tien picture and filn. strip pro- 
jectors are now being distributed 
gratis throughout Japan’s 46 pre- 
fectures, and Jap adaptations of 
American pix are being produced 
for free distribution at the rate of 
one or two a week. 

Civil Information and Education 
Section will turn over to prefec- 
tural governments on _ indefinite 
loan 1,300 16m sound projectors, 
640 35m slide projectors, and an 
undisclosed number of 35m motion 
picture projectors. Documentary 
films are being produced in both 
16m and 35m size. 

Mest narrow-gaugers will go to 
eight recently established visual 
aid centers throughout Japan, from 
which they will be ioaned to pre- 
fectural film libraries. The port- 
able 16m sound projectors will be 
carried from town to village by 
Jap crews, now being trained by 
CIES experts, and will be set up 
for free screenings in school build- 
ings, public halls and other meet- 
ing places. 

The 35m prints are being of- 
fered free to Nip distribs to be 
exhibited in regular film houses 
throughout the land. Pix will be 





| returned to CIES film exchange at 


end of playoff, averaging six 
months in Japan’s four major the- 
atre chains. Some 25 films under 
the new program are now in ex- 
hibs’ hands. 

Films are made available by 
Army’s Civil Affairs ‘Division, Re- 
orientation Branch, which obtains 
non-commercial rights from Amer- 
ican producers. Pix, mostly two- 
reelers, are of the “March of Time” 
or RKO-Pathe “This Is America” 


true when theatrical distribution of | S°“!€s type. Some were prepared by 


Army or State Dept. especially for 
reorientation program in occupied 
| zones. Subjects range from base- 
| ball to agricultural cooperatives. 
| All are designed to promote “a bet- 
,ter understanding of democratic 
| life and institutions,” CIES offi- 
cials explain. 


EXTRA PRINTS ADD TO 
FILM STOCK SHORTAGE 


Hollywood, June 15. 

Motion picture industry is up 
against a shortage of film stock, 
|largely because of increased de- 
‘mands by exhibitors for more 
| prints. Long runs, common in re- 
‘cent years, are no longer prevalent, 
| with the result that each picture 














‘Challenge Splits 


Continued from page 9 








‘will require judicial sanction be- 
fore being carried out. 
Different Formulas 

.There are dozens of different 
formulas regulating partnership 
_ dissolutions. Many of them de- 
| pend on book value plus or minus 
| other factors. Others grant the 
| right to one partner to meet any 
price offered on the open market. 
Indieative of a flock of peculiar 
‘provisions governing dissolutions 
_is one between a major and its 
| partner. In this instance, the 
_partner bought in during depres- 
sion days at a rock-bottom price 
_and agreed to pull out at any time 

specified by the major. At such a 
time, it is up to the partner to 
name a price. When he does so, 
he has his choice of buying at one- 
and-one-half that amount or sell 
at half the sum. 

Situation is complicated by divi- 
sion of stock into various classifica- 
tions to insure equal representa- 
tion on circuit boards of directors. 
For instance, film company would 
hold B stock and the partner all A 
stock. Each class of stock would 
be entitled to 50% or some other 
proportion of representation on 
the board. 

In many instances, one class of 
stock, generally that of the theatre 
partner, is entitled to management 
of the circuit. If the Major now 
seeks to sell its shares to outside 
parties, it will probably meet con- 
siderable resistance and decline in 
prices because an outsider would 
be wary of buying when its pur- 
_chase doesn’t bring management 
‘ with it, 








requires between 400 and 500 
prints. ; 

In case the studios are forced to 
cut down on printing, it will mean 
la revival of the old custom of bi- 
_eycling prints between theatres in 
_ multiple-run districts. 


Hakims, RKO Near Deal 
‘ e . 
On ‘Mayerling’ in France 
Hollywood, June 15. 
Ready dor signing is a deal for 


the production of “Mayerling” b 
the Hakim brothers, Raymond Pod 








, belonging to RKO. 
The Hakims took over the 
property from Seymour Nebenzal. 


15 Industryites Slated 
For AMPA Induction 
Roster of 15 film ind mem- 
bers will be inducted ate 32nd 
annual luncheon of the Assn. of 
Motion Picture Advertisers to- 
morrow (Thurs.) at the 
Astor, N. Y.. Max Youngstein, 
Eagie Lion pub-ad chief, wiil chair- 
man the luncheon as the new 
AMPA prexy while Judge Edward 
C. Maguire, coordinator of the 
New York City motion picture 
committee, will be guest speaker. 
New members of AMPA are 
Marmi Gedge, RKO: Jeannette 
Sawyer, 20th-Fox; Milt Silver, 
Steven Straussberg. and Dennis 
Carlin, Republic; Leo Brody and 
Jack C. Alicoate, EL; Larry Gra- 
burn, Odeon theatres; Ephraim 
Epstein and Leonard G. Goldman, 
Century Theatres; Albert Floer- 
sheimer, Jr., Walter Reade Cir- 
cuit; Bill Bentley, Kayton-Spiero 
'ad agency, and Edward De Angelis, 

‘De Angelis Outdoor Service. 
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“It’s riotous! Tip-top! ~~. 
Doris Day brilliant, and something 
new and special!” —m.p. pany 


moe 


wa 


“‘In every detail reminiscent 
of the top filmusicals for which 
~_Warners are famed !”” soxorrice 
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“Will have them buying 
heavily! Devastating Doris Day 
is socko!”’ —Fiim pany 
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. m- ~~" «Lush and exquisite! ~~. 


i: ie ea Enormously entertaining! 
| =! Doris Day someone to rave 
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directed by produced by 


OSCAR LEVANT « S.Z.SAKALL - rorruni ponanova- MICHAEL CURT ALEX GOTTLIEB 


: A WARNER BROS. PICTURES RELEASE screen piay by Julius 5. & Philip G. Epstein « Additional Dialogue by!. A.L Diamond + Orchestral Arrangements by Ray Heindort 


- 


es 


4 7 
3 4 4 
- a . —— tenteeaaammee a aire ats antennas eis “ os . — | ~ ~ . . ee ee ~ ‘ Lo mae . eS oes aN ee. ee ~ 
- ¢ - petth tenet; an 











eT ae aes. — deren sd 





ot a ee the eg at dts i Mt alate 
18 PICTURES LARIETY Wednesday, Jume 16, 1948 





Majors Warm Up Reissues Again 
After Cooling Off on First Tries 


Feature film reissues have as-+4— . 
sumed an “on again—off again” | Rowland-Nealis Teamed 


role for the film industry, with the 
major distrib companies alternately 
blowing hot and cold on the pros- 
pective boxoffice potential of the 
oldies. 

After several reissues 
drastic beating at the boxoffice and 


were pulled from release, the ma- | 
jors began to feel their way more studio, Mexico City. ) 
cautiously before tossing more of | direct and will be credited, with | 


them into the release hopper. 
Oldies have apparently begun to 
catch on again, however, and dur- 
ing the last week alone, 20th-Fox 
siotted four inure for re-release 
during the next two months and 
Columbia announced a_ special 
combo of two past Academy Award 
winners. 





| Nealis closed a deal to produce two | 


In Mex City Prod. 


Hollywood, June 15. 
William Rowland and Edward 


| pictures to be made in Mexico for 


took a | Columbia release. 


| 


4 
' 





| 
! 


Louis K. Han- 
sell, St. Louis exhibitor, is also in- 
terested in unit. 

Film will be made at Churubusco 
Rowland will 


Nealis, as co-producer. First of the 
pix, both racehorse yarns, will be 
“Medal of Honor,” second will be 
“Fate Takes @ Holiday.” 





‘NEW LOOK’ AT NEW PIX 
WINS NOD 


IN THEATRES 


New Indie Buys Rights 


To ‘Inner Sanctum’ Yarns 
Hollywood, June 15. 
M.R.S. Pictures acquired ex- 
clusive filming rights to the “Inner 
Sanctum” stories through a deal 
with Simon & Schuster, publishers. 
First of the series, to be made for 
Film Classics release, will start 
July 7 on the Hal Roach lot. 





‘cently organized by Richard B. 
'Morros, Samuel Rheiner and Wal- 
ter Shenson. 





EL Also Dropping 
| Block Pix Sales 


| Convinced that the U. S. 
block-booking practices by the 
eight majors applies-te the indus- 
try as a whoie,-Eagie Lion is 
henceforth dropping the Sale of pix 
in blocks, William J. Heineman, 
EL’s distribution veepee, has re- 
vealed. While EL’s decision is the 


M.R.S. is an indie company re- | 


Su- | 
preme Court ruling which excluded | 


| Inside Stuff—Pictures 


The Charles Chaplin film, “Monsieur Verdoux,” cost the cemedian- 
producer $1,600,000. In addition to that, he spent $300,000 on prints 
and advertising. Since Chaplin personally provided all the coin, not 
depending on banks or the other usual sources of financing, the budget 
on “Verdoux” had never been -made publicly known. 

It now appears possible that the producer won't even get back the 
cost of the prints and advertising, since it is almost impossible for 
United Artists to obtain bookings for the film. Aside from the mixed 
critical reaction, the picture has run into picketing by Catholic War 
Veterans and other groups who object to its “atheistic” character, 
but even more strongly object to Chaplin’s political and social views. 
Exhibs have ducked booking it rather than face these headaches. 
| It’s understood that the vet comic is undisturbed about the loss 
| of money in the picture, but is deeply hurt at its poor reception. He 
was certain that the Chaplin name on theatre marquees would bring 
/crowds, with no more than a minimum of advertising and publicity 
required, and felt that the film was one of his best. Results have made 
him so bitter that he has been variously reported moving hisre sidence 
to England or Argentina. 








Recent story in the New York Times on the upsurge of war films 
has Army brass in a minor uproar over what spokesmen term a 
“misinterpretation” of War Dept. policy in Hollywood. Story, which 
appeared as an interview with Col. H. J. Matchett, Hollywood liaison 
officer for Army’s Public Information Division, gave the impression, 
it is felt here, that purpose of the Holswood office was te plant story 
subjects with the studios. Though Pentagon officials steered clear of 
making a “cause celebre” of the Times story, Lt. Col. Stanley R. Larsen, 
chief of PID Motion Picture Section, told Variety his department 
definitely “has no lobby in Hollywood.” He pointed out that, though 





: New York. | : 
Majors are still convinced that | Editor, Variety: | first officially taken by non-defend- | 
» ants in the anti-trust action, it will | 


there’s plenty of life left insmany| ‘he film reviewers’ “New Look 
of the top boxoffice hits of the past ‘at incoming product—in theatres | probably 7: bag Forte a Siitaen | 
stribs : | 


—but they've also gradually real-| with live audiences instead of in | “st ; 
ized that the reissues must be se-| ceeluded projection rooms, as re-|P¢lieve the block-booking ban is| Prominent indie producer, with a flock of contract players on his 
now “the.law of the land. hands and no immediate production plans, made a package deal with 


jected and handled with consider- | ported by Varrery—should have a ve fe. id n 
able care. Promise they hold in| most salutary effect on the apprai- |, !!elneman believes any attempt | another indie producer who needed players for early production. It 


the Army is interested in -helping any studio give a correct version 
whenever it was involved in a film, it is not interested in withholding 
any true facts, good or bad. 








the way of increased grosses was 
pointed up recently by Metro sales 
veepee William, F. Rodgers, who 
declared that an entirely new audi- 
ence of 106,000,000 was available 
for films eight-10 years after their 
original issue. That audience, Rod- 
gers said, is to be found in the 
numberof new theatre patrons who 
were too young to see the pictures 
when they were first released. 


Twentieth sales chief Andy W. 
Smith, Jr., last week slotted “Fron- 
tier Marshal” and ‘Belle Starr’ for 
re-release in June, and “Rose of 
Washington Square” and “Slave 
Ship” for reissue in July. All four 
of these have been available to ex- 
hibs for several months but were 
only last week added to the regu- 
lar release schedule. Smith pians 
to follow the pattern generally ac- 
cepted in the industry of putting 
the oldies out in twin packages. He 
declared he’s presently considering 
the possibility of including a Will 
Rogers oldie and one featuring 
Shirley Temple as a moppet star 
for his next combo: 

Columbia, too, is following the 
package plan with “It Happened 
One Night” and “One Night of 
Love” released together this month. 
Both pix preemed. originally at 
Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., and 
are to open Saturday (19) at the 
Little Carnegie, N. Y., art house, 
in the first of a string of test en- 
gagements. Metro, which has felt 
the reissue lag most with several 
boxoffice disappointments, is also 
testing them now. Company now 
has on trial “A Night at the Opera” 

(Marx © Bros.’, “Goodbye, Mr. 
Chips,” “The Women” and “The 
Good Earth.” . 

Paramount has scheduled Cecil 
B. DeMille’s Crusades” for reissue 
some time within the next several 
months. RKO, with “Bambi” now 
available, will also redistribute 
Frank Buck's “Bring ‘Em Back 
Alive.” Warners, after pulling 
“Anthony Adverse” from re- 
release, now has available “Adven- 
tures of Robin Hood,” “Slight Case 
of Murder” and “Jezebel.” Univer- 
sal-International and United 
Artists, for the time being, have 
no reissues scheduled. 


D. of J. 
Continued from. page 9 


ment lawyers who deel personal ap- 
pearances by aggrieved theatre 
operators will prove more effective. 
Latter contend that the color and 
drama added by exhibs fingerpoint- 
ing at the big companies, while tell- 
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| mosphere 


sal of the new films 

Agree fully that audience reac- 
tion should be a determining fac- 
tor in assessing a film’s worth, but 
other practical considerations, too, 
throw the balance one way or the 
other. There is that school of 
thought which holds ruefully that 
the nature of the reviewer’s last 
meal, or the state of his relations 
with his wife at the moment, is 
sharply reflected in the sort of re- 
view he writes. I can’t go along 
all the way on that view, nor can I 
say it is altogether unsound. There 
is, though, this: 

No film reviewer with a daily 
newspaper background —as most 
have—is at the peak of his capac- 
ity for tolerance and geniality at 
10:30 am., when many 
screenings are now held. The at- 
of a_ projection-room, 
despite the ashtrays and some- 
times the deluxe chairs, remains a 
cold and brisk thing, altogether 
too business-like to encourage the 
gentle, inner warmth prerequisite 
to any proper consideration of an 
artistic product. Art critics view 
works at a cocktail party attended 
by rooters for the artist, or at a 
regular showing also surrounded 
by the artist’s admirers. There 
are, of course, no special per- 
formances for drama_ reviewers, 
nor for radio critics. 

But the industry, if it is going in 
for sneak previews, will have to 
organize © these’ things better. 
Despite the greater fléxibility of 
time allowed by trade screenings, 
they often come at conflicting 
hours. The situation will be much 
worsened by the sneak preview, 
which must be held at a certain 
hour during the day. I anticipate, 
also, that reviewers will claim they 
don’t want to work nights. After 
all, they’re on a 40-hour week and 
it will be impossible for them to 
attend night showings without seri- 
ous personal inconvenience. For 
another thing, they are on a five- 
day week and must see a great 
many more than five films in that 
week, which means more than one- 
a-day. 

Another consideration: 

Impromptu previews will neces 
sarily be held, as a matter of con- 
venience to reviewers, in the 
Times Square area. When we 
have winnowed out the houses un- 
available for that sort of thing, the 
list remaining is a pretty small 
one. Isn’t there a danger, there- 
fore, that the few houses in which 
quickie previews are possible will 
soon build up special something 
for-nothing audiences? If so, isn’t 
that just the sort of audience that 
will rob the whole idea of its es- 
sential value? 


trade | 


|to sell by blocks even without con- | jooked like a profitable deal for producer No. 1 until he discovered 


|ditioning one feature on another 


| 


is too risky at the present time. | tract. 


that a male lead, ineluded in the package, was no longer under con- 
His pact had expired shortly before. When the thesp learned 


|The court exempted block selling | that he had been loaned out he told his former boss: “See my agent.” 
| where one film is not conditioned | The agent raised the ante two and a half times the amount of the 


| there’s always the chance that an 


-exhib will come forward later with 
/a complaint to the Dept. of Justice 
| that he was coerced into buying en 
| masse. ‘ 

| If an exhib specifically requests 
,for a season’s product or less, 
bought on the basis of individual 
| pix, EL will comply with the re- 
'quest. Company will also sell its 
series films in a group. Those are 
| the only two exceptions to the gen- 
/eral dropping of the practice, ac- 
‘cording to Heineman. 

During the series of EL regional 
sales meets now under way, Heine- 
|man is instructing all 

managers and sales staffers to in- 
vestigate all clearances. That's a 


preliminary to future licensing of { 


films, he safd. Where the situation 
|is such that the two houses are 
/ non-competitive, sales staffers have 
‘been directed to- drop the clearance 
| provision. ' 

Initial survey by Heineman has 
disclosed a large number of clear- 
ances of one town over another 
which; he .said, were entirely un- 
justified. Hence, the move by EL 
to clear up the situation before it 
might reach a litigation stage. 


Mpls. Fed. Bank Review 
Shows April Biz Boom 


Minneapolis, June 15. 

Latest Minneapolis Federal Re- 
serve bank review, covering April, 
when business was still booming, 
gives no indication of the collapse 
that started here in mid-May, 
when film grosses, nightclub trade 
and luxury-buying generally hit 
the skids. 

In April the territory’s business 
still was operating at full capacity, 
according to the report. April de- 
partment stére sales were exceed- 





and January, 1948. 


catching up, with the general pub- 
lic. 





Sindlinger’s Absorption 
topped 


linger, former director of Dr. 


George Gallup's 
| specialized in readership, advertis- 


on any other in the group, but | 


exchange | 


| 65 frances, 10 francs on admis- | 


Consensus of opinion among the francs yearly, which 
film trade here is that inflation is marked for the benefit of French 


‘production. It is to be in force for 


e's former salary. Now the package deal is not as profitable as it 
ooked. 





_Eagle Lion’s ad-pub veepee Max Youngstein claims his flackery has 
‘hit upon a first in the film biz by proferring a giveaway which goes 
| to the exhib rather than his customers. EL is advertising in trade 
| journals a free record to all theatre ops of Lois Butler, new star of 
“Mickey,” warbling “Dreams in My Heart.” Since she is a newcomer 
| unknown to exhibs, EL is peddling her performance with the slogan 
“Hearing Is Believing.” Youngstein has set 5,000 disks aside. for pos- 
' sible requests. , 





Film studios. major and indie alike, are getting together in a move 
| te curb fan magazines which are giving producers the runaround on 
' story approval. Following suits brought by Hedy Lamarr and Errol 
Flynn, certain mags have been obeying the edict to submit their yarns 
to the studios for publication. Then they have been ignoring the rule 
tossing the revised manuscripts into the waste basket and printing 
the stories in their uncensored form. 


U. S. Embargo | 


| 











Continued from page 5 


‘way. There’s about $18,000,000 now ; power to dicker with the French 
frozen there and more piling up all on its own, since the whole matter 
the time, 

The French cinema bill not only. 
jabs a stiletto in the back of the 
|American industry, according to 
'MPEA toppers, but gives it a 
‘mighty twist after it’s there, for 
\the tax collected on U. S. films| 
would be used wholly for the bene- 
fit of the French picture industry. ducers are beginning to substitute 
The measure, which has_ been | location shooting for a good story. 
okayed by the film commission, is; Producer said he and his broth- 
known as the Gerraud-Jouve bill. er, whose unit just sent “Time of 
Jouve is head of the Press and Your Life” into release, want to 











t French governments. 





Doc-Type Pic 


Continued from page 3 .; 


Cinema Committee in the National make a documentary-type film only 
Assembly. |if they can find “a documentary 
The Provisions story with sex overtones.” He ex- 


Provided in the bill are: |plained that he felt this was the 
1. An additional tax of five OMly type in which they could 
francs on each admission from 35 ‘ally be successful now. 


Lacking such a yarn, producer 
sions from 65 to 90 francs, and 20 said Cagney Productions’ next film 





ed only by two months for all the francs on admissions from 90 to 120 would probably be “Lion in the 
time that the bank has been mak- frances. 
ing its analyses—September, 1947, | 


gamed from the Adria Locke 
Tile is exnected“tu the Bf angley book. This is a story of 
is deocidy “tahens * ‘000,000 000 | Huey Long and his regime in 

will he be Louisiana, but Cagney declared it 
_ would not be shot on location or 


in the standard documentary pat- 





three years. | tern. He said the love story would 


| 2. A tax to be paid by the dis- | 
tributors amounting to from 80 to | 
Princeton ..ReSearch Associates, 100 francs per meter for original | #>!¥ make only one picture a year 
Dan Chafey, has been versions with French subtitles and 
merged into Sindlinger & Co.; re- from 800 to 1,000 francs per meter | 
search outfit headed by Al Sind- on dubbed-in French films. 


Audience Re- provement of exhibition facilities. | 
search Institute. Chafey’s concern It would be in force for 10 years. | 


be emphasized. 
James, he stated, would prob- 


| hereafter. 


His actor-brother, said 
Cagney, 


preferred his Martha’s 
Vineyard, Mass., cottage to film- 
| making. 

As for distribution plans after 
delivering one more under its com- 
New tax bill came up while the ™Mitment to United Artists, Cagney 


This would be applied to the im- 


uctions might continue with 


is an affair between the U.-S. and ‘ 


ing and public relations applica-' American industry was haggling in- | 
tion to opinion research; while directly with the Paris government UA of go to Warner Bros. or RKO, 
Sindlinger handles qualitative sur- over the frozen coin. MPAA for- producer said. While he could 
veys on films, books, plays and eign managers last week turned COMtinue at UA without giving the 


1 don't think these objections I 
have posed are necessarily fatal. 
They are a problem which, I be- 
lieve, can be solved. But it will 


ing their tales of woe will pay off 
in a stronger decision. In that case, 
it would be*the little man against 






















the big corporation—a potent court radio. New outfit will specialize gown an offer b distrib a profit i i 

' . « th , at Pp participation in his r 
ber 9 IEE : within the industry than’ is now if the latter fields. ‘Tiquidate approximately $8,000,000 Pictures. Cagney declared that he f / 

Wright's opposition is citing the | practiced. _ Noel Meadow. Chafey is also a Gallup alumnus, over a three-year period. Nix re-. preferred the kind of deal offered : 


Schine case in support of their 
argument. Sehine was confronted 
with a host of alleged exhib vic- 
tims during legal j t, 


; Result 
samo ‘because of it or not, was} 
muc 


_ eluded a divestiture provision. - 


ee it the Government insists on 


‘inging in exhibs in large num- 
_ Wers, the trial will undoubted!» be 
‘prolonged many months. 
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1,450 Seater for Downtown — 


Permit for ereetion of 

atre on Main street opposite Shea’s 
Buffalo filed with Buffalo Com- 
mon Council this week. Expen- 
diture of $250,000 will be made to 
remodel existing buildings. Iden- 
tity of tenant not revealed. New 
house will seat 1,450. 


am nts 


a new the- 


|formerly having been with the 

_ American Institute of Public Opin- 

ion. 

Minn. Indies Plan Third Drive-In 
: : ‘Minneapolis. 

prises, comprising Twin City indie 


exhibitors, granted license to build 
another 650-auto Drive-In in Twin 








and opens a second next week. 














a a res 


; 


‘sulted from objectionable features OY WB. This provides’ for 50% 


of the offer, primarily a proviso 
that would freeze all French reve- 


ownership of profits by the releas- 
ing company in return for putting 
up 35° of the production cost. The 


City area. It has one in operation | which part of the frozen funds are | 


‘niues for the next four years ‘ 

- other 65° coul 

| Gerald Mayer, MPAA foreign. tained froma om Pies se, 

begat left fer Paris Thursday (10) eliminating financing headaches : 

{0 act \as technical adviser to the} RKO is a possibility as his next 
. S. embassy in renegotiating the distributor, he declared, because 

Blum-Byrnes agreement, under Howard Hughes, who recently ac- 

quired control of t i 

due. MPAA has theoretically no one of his cask, pendeaah eee. 
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PORTLAND, ORE. 
(Continued from page 12) 
$9.500. Last week, “Arch of Tri- 
umph” (UA), $9,000. 
Music Bex (H-E) (1,000; 50-85) 
“Miracle of Bells” (RKO) and 
“Port Said” (Col) (2d wk) (5 days) 


(m.o.). Okay $1,500. Last week, 
$2200. 
Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85) 


—‘“Jungle Woman” (Indie) and 
“Elephant Boy” (Indie) (reissues). 
Fair $3,000 or near. Last week, 
“Seven Sinners” (EL) and “Sut- 
ter’s Gold” (EL) (reissues) (5 days), 
fine $3,600. 

Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85)— 
“Green Grass Wyoming” (20th) 
and “Docks New Orleans” ‘Mono) 
(m.o.). Very thin $3,000 or near. 
Last week, “Remember Mama” 
(RKO) and “Return Whistler” 
(Col) «6 days), excellent $4,300. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
“Remember Mama” (RKC) and 
“Return Whistler” (Col) (2d wk) 
(5 days). Good $5,500 or over. Last 
week, day-date with Oriental, okay 
$6.600. ea 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85) 
—‘Hazard” (Par) and “Waterfront 
at Midnight” (Par), So-so $7,000 
or near. Last week, “Green Grass 
Wyoming” (20th) and “Docks New 
Orleans” (Mono), good $6,800. 

Playhouse (H-E) (1,200; 50-85)— 
“Iron Curtain” (20th) and “To 
Victer” (WB) (2d wk) (m.o.). Fair 
$1.250. Last week, $1,800. 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
85—“Bride Goes Wild” ‘(M-G). 
Holding ee $6,500. Last week, 
brisk $9,000. 

Guild (Parker) (427; 50-85)— 
“Areh of Triumph” (U) (m.o.). So- 
s0 $1,800. Last week, “All My 

” (U) and “Where North Be- 
gins” (SG) (m.o.), $1,100. 


TV, Daylight Time Hit 
Pe ? 
Balto; ‘Creek’ $16,000 
- Baltimore, June 15. 
It’s still unexciting in the down- 
tewn sector here. Exhibs are plac- 
ing most of the blame on Daylight 
Time with some slight alibiing also 
about television. Whatever it may 
be, trade has been off for weeks. 
Of current list, “Coroner Creek” 
and vaude with fight pix at combo 
Hippedrome is leading the parade. 
“Arch.of Triumph” is disappoint- 
ing at Loew’s Century. Others are 
trailing. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—“Areh of Triumph” (UA). 
Bumped badly by 1 crix and 
not getting far at indicated $14,000. 
Last week, second of “Homecom- 
ing” (M-G) held nicely at $13,200. 





(Rappaport) (2,240; | 
” (Col) 


Hippedrome 

20-70) —- “Coroner Creek 

— vaude and Zale-Graziano fight 
Ims. Topping town with strong 


$16,000. week, “Wreck Hes- 
perus” (Col) with Louis Prima 
orch, okay $18,200. 


Keith’s (Sehanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60)—“River Lady” (U). Opens to- 
day (Tues.) after week of ‘Letter 


From Unknown Woman” (U) at | 200 


fair $9,200. In ahead, “Will It 
Happen Again” (FC), slow $7,800. 


Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 35-55)—‘‘I, 


Jane Doe” a Uneventful 
$3,500. Last week, “The Hunted” 
(Mono), $3,700. 


New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“Furnace Creek” (20th). Drawing 
some response at $9,000. 
week, ‘Anna Karenina” 


$38.200. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)— 
“Wallflower” (WB). Fairish ee. 
Last week, second of “Silver : 
(WB), fine $9,800. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
—“Smart Woman” (EL) plus Zale- 
Graziano fight pix. Modest $8,000. 
ry Leer “Ruthless” (EL), fancy 


KANSAS CITY 


(Continued from page 13) 
Last week, “Homecoming” (M-G) 
(2d wk), $11,000. 

% (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 
Fighting 69th” (WB) and “ a7 
of Giants” (WB) (reissues). M 
erate $10,000. Last week, “Berlin 
— (RKO) and “Always To- 
* (WB), same. : 
(Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 


Paramount 
“Big Clock” (Par). Fast $14,000, 
‘ g0 a second. Last week 


Last 
(20th), 








Picture ‘Grosses 





one am a ee es re rr 


Regards’ Not Husky In 
St. Louis With $21,000; 
Bells’ Peals Lusty 186 


St. Louis, June 15, 
Grosses at mainstem cinemas are 
dropping as the mercury rises, with 
|biz spotty this week. “Give My 
Regards to Broadway” at the huge 
|Fox is out in lead. “Miracle of 
| Bells” at Ambassador and “Black 


Bart” at Loew’s, 


LT a ed 





are contending for runnerup slot. 
Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—‘‘Miracle of Bells” (RKO) and 
“Secret Service Investigator” (Rep). 
Fine $18,000. Last week, “Remem- 
ber Mama” (RKO) and “Madonna 
Desert” ‘Rep}, $15,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—“Give 
Regards to Broadway” (20th) and 
“Wouldn’t Be in Your Shoes” 
(Mono). Good $21,000. Last week, 
“Ruthless” (EL) and “Adventures 
Casanova” (EL), $18,000. 

Loew's ‘Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Black Bart” (U) and “Big City” 
(M-G). Nice $18,000. Last week, 
“Homecoming” (M-G) (2d wk), fast 
$15,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,000; 50-75)— 
“Remember Mama” (RKO) and 
“Tarzan Mermaid” (RKO) (m.o.). 
Big $12,000. Last week, “Iron Cur- 
tain” (20th) and “Lady Shanghai” 
(Col.) (m.o.), oke $9,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G) (m.o.). Neat 
$8,000. Last week, “Seven Sinners” 
(EL) and “Sutter’s Gold” (EL) (re- 
issues), $7,500. ‘ 

Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 40-60)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (2d run). Solid 
$8,500. Last week, “Green Grass 
Wyoming” (20th) and ‘‘Silver 
River” (WB) (m.o.), $4,000. 


Lull in L’ ville Albeit 
‘Noose’ Tight at $14,000 


: Louisville, June 15. 
Picture business here is having a 





|} lull this week, with all houses re- 


porting fair trade or under. Rea- 
son could be lack of people in the 
downtown section at night, and 
weak product. Best of the local 
crop looks like ‘Noose Hangs 
High,” at the Rialto, with “Lady 
From Shanghai” at Loew’s State 
the runnerup. ‘Strand, only other 
house with new product, is making 
a fairish showing with “Sainted 
Sisters.” ; 

Estimates for This Week 


Brown (‘Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 
45-65)—“Unconquered” (Par) (2d 
wk). Fairish $4,500. Last week, 
“Green Grass Wyoming” (20th) and 
Eg Soldiers” (20th) (m.o.), $3,- 


Kentucky (‘Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
—‘Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th) 
and “Sign of Ram” (Col). Nice $3,- 

. Last week, “April Showers” 
(WB) and “Naked City” (U), $3,409. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 
45-65)—‘‘Valley of Giants” (WB) 
(reissue). Slow $4,500. Last week, 
“Silver River’ (WB) (2d wk), me- 
dium $5,000. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 45-65) 
—‘‘Docter Takes Wife’ (Col) and 
“Only Angels Have Wings” (Col) 
(reissues). Some femme trade but 
pepcorn concession has dropped off 
because women patrons are inter- 
ested in screen fare. Fair $5,000. 
Last week, “Sahara’’ (Col) and “De- 
3500. (Col) (reissues), healthy 


Rialto (FA) (3,400; 45-65)—“Noose 
High” (EL) and “Green for 

” (EL). Tight $14,000. Last 

week, “Unconquered” (Par), wham 


$21,000, and m.o. 

State ; 45-65)— 
“Lady From Shanghai” (Col) and 
“Best Man Wins” (Col). Plugged 


‘lon air, but results none too forte. 


Moderate $12,000. Last week, 
“Homecoming” ‘M-G) (2d wk), 
about same 


Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65)—“Saint- 
ed Sisters” (Par) and “Speed to 
_— (Par). Slow ge? = 
week, “ & ar) an 
“Big Teun Ries Dark” (Par) (2d 


wk), ditto. 
‘ > 


(Continued from page 12) 
“Port Said” (Col), day-date with 








Esquired, Webber, Big $17,000. 

”| Last week, wd" Mion Ge Wyom- 

ing” (20th) and “ Gamblers” 
(Rep), £000. - 

(Fox) (742; 35-74)— 

“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and 

“Port Said” (Col), also Denver, 
Webber. Sock $4,000. 


.000. Last week, 
Grass Wyoming” (20th) 










“King Gamblers” (Rep), 


$2,500. 


“Bride Goes Wild” (M-G) and 
“Song of Idaho” (Col). Great 
$17,500. Holds. Last week, “Dar- 
ing Dau ae at “Up- 
d Glass” (U), 500. 

 aiecinaens (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Casbah” (Col) and “Blondie’s Re- 
ward” (Col). Mild $8,000. 
week, “Coroner Creek” (Col) and 
“Blondie’s Reward” (Col), $10,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Coro- 
ner Creek” (Col) and “Blondie’s 


Reward” (Col), (m.o.). Dim $2,000. 
Last week, “Silver River” (WB) 
and “Trapped by Blackie’ ‘Col) 
(m.o.), $3,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and 
“Port Said” (Col), also Denver, 
Esquire. Smash $4,000. Last 


both downtown, | week, “Green Grass of Wyoming” | 


(20th) and “King Gamblers” ‘Rep), 
$2,500. 


‘Arch’ Best Bet in D.C., 
206; ‘Creek’ Big 926 


Washington, June 15. 

Mid-town film houses are having 
one of those so-so weeks. “Arch 
of Triumph” tops the town but it 
shapes» only modest at Palace. 
“Fuller Brush Man” shows con- 
siderable activity at the Warner. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitel (Loew's) (2,434; 44-80)— 
“Scudda Hoo” (20th) with vaude. 
Fairish $19,000. Last week, ‘“Pi- 
rate” (M-G) with vaude, sock 
$30,000. 

Dupont ‘F. W. Mann) (400; 50- 
85)—“Mill on Floss” (Indie) (3d 
wk). Good $3,000. Last week, 
$4,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-74)— 
“Another Part of Forest’ (U). 
Looks only $11,000 despite strong 
crix support here. Last week, 
“River Lady” (U), $10,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-70) 
—‘Coroner Creek” (Col), Rugged 
$9,500, especially fine since 
launched in this small house with- 
out advance plugs. Last week, “So 
Well Remembered” (RKO) (re- 
issue), $6,500. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA). Modest 
$20,000 or near. Last week, “Home- 
coming” (M-G) (2d wk), big $17,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,154; 44-74)— 
“FuHer Brush Man” (Cel). Fine 
$15,000. Last week, “Wallflower” 
(WB), $12,000. 








Seattle Cooler, Biz Up; 
‘Apache’ Bangup $16,000 


’ Seattle, June 15. 
Heat wave broke mid-week and 
cooler weather plus absence of 
night baseball is boosting theatre 
biz all over town. Best bet is “Fort 
Apache,” smash at the Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fifth Avenue ‘H-E) (2,349; 45- 
80)—“Remember Mama” (RKO) 
and “Dog Rusty” (Col) (2d wk). 
Solid $9,500 after good $8,600 last 


week. 

Liberty (Ind.) (1,650; 45-80)— 
“Fuller Brush” (Col) (8d wk). 
Strong $10,000 after last week’s 


sweet $9,400. 
Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Homecoming” (‘M-G) (3d wk). 


Still trim at $7,000. Last week, 
$7,300. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“Another Part of Forest” (U) and 
“Lead Soldiers” (20th). Mild $6,500. 
Last week, “Silver River” (WB) 
and “Kings of Olympics” (UA) (2d 
wk), slow $4,600. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80) 
—“State of Union” (M-G) (7th wk). 
Holding for two extra days for 
good $1,500 or over. Last week, 
steady 35,700. ; 

Parameunt (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
“Fort Apache” (RKO) and “Palooka 
Fighting Mad” (Mono). Great $16,- 
000 or near. Last week, “Miracle 
of Bells” (RKO) and “Western 
Heritage” (RKO), thin $4,700. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80) 
—“Summer Holiday” (M-G) and 
“Exposed” (Rep) (4th wk). Big 
$5,000. 


Last week,. good $4,300. 
SAN FRANCISCO 
(Continued from page 13) 
(3d wk). Healthy $12,000.~ Last 
week, $14,000. 
Clay ‘Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
soe and Isolde” (Indie). Good 





» (400; 


“Jenny Lamour” (Indie). Nice $3,- Si 


200. Last week, “Die Fledermaus 
(Indie) (4th wk), still fine at $2,600. 
United Nations (FWC) (1,149; 60- 
65)—“Anna Karenina” (20th) (2d 
ie aan to $3,000. Last week, 


500. 

Esquire (Blumenfeld (955; 55-85) 
“On Merry Way” (UA). Nice $10,- 
000 or near. Last week, “The 
Hunted” (Mono) and “In Fast Com- 
pany” (Mono), $6,500. 


! 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— | 











Film Reviews _ 


Continued from page 8 Qa 


Uneasy Terms 


on the screen he should have al- 
lowed experts to adapt it and write 


Last |the screenplay. Novel writing and 


scripting are different professions. 
His name may prove a slight draw, 
but the picture can only rate as a 
dualer here and has no prospects 
in America. 

Private detéctive Slim Callaghan 
is effered an assignment, but when 
he arrives at the house he finds his 
client has been murdered. Two 
sisters are involved in the murder; 
there’s a bit of blackmail, an out- 
landish story of a man married to 
both and not married to either; the 
conventional love affair between 
investigator and the good sister, 
and usual antagonism between 
police and private detective. It all 
adds up to an unexciting picture. 

As Slim, Michael Rennie strives 
hard to give the detective some 
character, but is unsuccessful. All 
the others, with the excepiion oi 
Paul Carpenter, who is worth no- 
ting, are stock-in-trade puppets. 
Production, is reminiscent of an- 


cient silent melodramas. Cane. 
Razzia 
(Police Raid) 
(GERMAN-MADE) 

Artkino release of DEFA production 
Stars Paul Bildt; features Elli Burgmer, 
Walter Gross, Friedhelm von Peterson. Li- 
rected by Werner Klingler. Screenplay, 
(G. H. Peterson; camera, Friedel Belhn- 


Girund, Eugen Klagemaun; English titles, 


(Charles Clement. At Stanley, N. Y., open- 
ing June 12, 48. Running time, 94 MINS, 
Inspector Naumann..............Panl Bildt 
| MMs ccc ces canceee <3 .Bli Burgmer 
PU cer ees P oa re ... Walter Gross 
Frau Naumann. ...Agatha Poschmann 
Karl Lorenz, Naumann’s Asst.......... 
Friedheln von Petersen 
Police Chief Lembke..........Hans Leibelt 
ee lf TREE et Klaus Holm 
Mas sai ceccebbeseeecnseten llarry Frank 
WVRIIOS . a 5..c cc c¥evceecaves tac Nin Konsta 
We eee * Wemed... ocovcsoeracevees Heinz Weizel 
SOONER s ws osc ccccsecceass ...Arno Paulsen 





(In German; English Titles) 


Melodrama of postwar Germany 


and its black marketeers, this was 
produced in Soviet zone of Berlin 
and is one of first German-mades 
to come to U. S. since the war 
ended. Cast is virtually all-Teu- 
tonic, and technical crew is Ger- 
man, but supervision naturally 


| was Soviet. “Razzia” is surprising- 


ly fast, mainly because director 
Werner Klingler never forgot the 
melodramatic phases no matter 
how great the temptation to mor- 
alize on Berlin’s black market 
operators and what it has done to 
the German people. Film should 
do well at foreign-language and 
arty theatres despite having a no- 
name cast for American audiences. 


Strong direction and _ bright 
scripting are only surpassed by a 
thoroughly capable cast. Biggest 
criticism is that the editing could 
have been better. But even as is, 
it has pace, change of mood and 
humor besides dramatic potency. 

Paul Bildt is fine as the in- 
spector running down the black- 
market gang. Elli Burgmer does 
nicely as the daughter in love 
with Bildt’s aide, Friedheim von 
Peterson. Latter chips in with a 
nicely rounded performance. Wal- 
ter, Gross, as the inspector’s son, 
is a bit disappointing in an un- 
sympathetic role. Agatha Posch- 
man’s typical German mother is 
okay. Heinz Welzel makes a cork- 
ing blackmarket operator while 


Frank, as the ringleader: 


Nina Konsta and Klaus Holm han- 
die lesser parts skillfully. 


Friedel Behn-Grund and Eugen 
emann have done an excellent 
lensing iob. Wear. 


Folket I 
(People from Simlangs Valley) 
(SWEDISH) 


Nordisk Tonefilm release of Ake Ohberg 
production. Stars Kdvin Adolplison, Eva 
Dablbeck; features Kari-Henrik Fant, 
Barbro Nordiv, Peter Lindgren. Directed 
by Ohberg. Sereenplay, arald Keijer, 
from novel by Fredrik Strom: camera. 
rye Ee ee ee Erland ven Koch. 

storia, Stockholm, R i i 
an unning time, 89 
Folkeson Vevesieetolvetars Edvin Adeoiphson 
SE eee en Eva Dahlbeck 
Pek 6066 005 Made Bhai sa « Karl-Henrik Fant 
Cdmedn sod cig thes see ciet Harbro Nordin 
Vchew On O46 bd ceViins oeeesa Peter Lindgren 
CFO dic c OHSN PS eC occeesa ved arl Strom 





é$e este cde ce weeeesss Arthur Fischer 
ME. 04s beh Rice rte nes Ges on Sven Bergvall 
OEE Pe tee ty eee Hallberg 
Berta ......ccees.eeeee.n. Naima Wifstrand 
Ms -oesacd cbagh ehela es fires .Fyligia Zadig 
VOT Y oP. ee ee David Eriksson 


Adapted from a bestselling novel 
of Swedish farm life, “Poiket I 
miangsdalen” has 
good acting and fin 

credits. Film abounds keg oo 





drawn’ characterizations. win 
Adolphson is excellent as the cruel 
master. Carl Strom has a sympa- 
thetic role, as champion of the poor 
people. Both players turn in top- 
noteh performances. Balance of the 
cast also dees well. 


Direction of Ake Ohberg is im-' 





pressive, as is his production. 


mm Se A amamentie... a ae 

















Goran Strindberg’s lensing is good, 
too. “Folket” looks okay for the 
overseas trade and is a natural 
grosser in Scandinavian er 

Wing. 


Var Sin Vag 
(Different Roads) 


” (SWEDISH) 

Europa Film release of Hasse FPAman 
Film production, directed and wriiten by 
Ekman, Stars Ekman, Gunn Waligren, U0 
Henning; features Marianne Arinoff, Eva 
Dahibeck, Huge Jacobson, Gull Natorp, 
Hilda Bergstrom, Gunnar = Bjornstrand, 
Gosta Cederlund, Stig Jarrel. Camera, 
Harald Berglund; music, Erik Baumain, 
Nathan Gorling At Anglais, Stockholm. 
Running time, 110 MINS. 
lage Sundell... Hasse Ekman 
Birgit Sundell.. Gunn Waligren 
Dr. Holmberg. ........++: ...Uno Ifenning 


Sonja Coltin..............davrianne Amino? 
Karin Brofeldt. .-Eva Dahlbeck 
Hugo Jacebsson 


CI <n vc ced eewocccnncddes 

Mrs, Collin. .....-+cce-ees> ..Gull Natorp 
Mra. Lundkviat........+.->+ Hilda Borgstrom 
Professor .....+eeeee-ees> Gosta Cederlund 


Nils Brenner. Stig Jarrel 





“Yar Sin Vas” is a firstrate 
comedy and ranks among the best 
films that its producer-writer-direc- 
tor-actor Hasse Ekman has done. 
It’s a ‘sure boxoffice entry in 
'Seandinavia and has good chances 
‘for the world market as well. Pic- 
| ture is Ekman’s last production for 
| Europa before he left to join Terra 
| Film. 

Yarn revolves about Ekman, a 
doctor, whose duties at a hospital 
keep him from his wife. 

Cast turns in uniformly fine per- 
formances topped by portrayals 
contributed by Ekman and Hen- 
ning. Former’s direction and pro- 
duction values are also okay. 
Harald Berglund capably handled 
the camerawork. Winq. 








Foreign Film Reviews 


(Unlikely for Anglo-U. S. Market) 











“Maj Pa Male” (SWEDISH). San- 
drew-Bauman Film release of Schamy! Ban- 
man production. Stars Inga Landgre lof 
Bergstrom; features Tudde Gentzel, Bern- 
hard Sonnerstedt, Ake Sederblom, t‘olbjera 
Knudsen, Lilly Waestfeldt, Harry Ahiin, 
Directed by S. Baumann. 
(‘amera, 
Run- 


Jousa Bengtsson. 
Nereenplay by Ragnar Arfvedssen 
Sven Nvykvist. At Grand, Stockholm 
ning time, 74 MINS, 





An okay Swedish comedy built 
on some popular songs by com- 
poser-singer Evert Taube. Film 
looks good for Scandinavia, and 
may do well in Swedish-language 
houses in U.S. Lensing by Sven 
Nykvist and acting by Inga Land- 
gre are excellent. Background is 
western Sweden. 


“Glada Paraden™ (Happy Parade) 


(SWEDISH). Europa Film preduction 
and release. Stars Edvard Persson. Dbi- 
rected by Emil A. Lingheim, Commentary 
by Kar De Mumma. At Anglais, Steckholin. 
Running time, 108 MINS, 





It is now 20 years since actor 
Edvard Persson started with his’ 
first talking-picture for Europa 
Film Co. To celebrate that event, 
the company arranged this film by 
cuttings from all his films since’ he 
istarted. It’s a very interesting 
revue, and gives filmgoers of today 
a chance to see some old, very good 
Swedish actors. There’s the late 
Fridolf Rhusin “the man who 
taught the Swedes to laugh”; the 
late Weyler Hildebrand, Nils Wahl- 
bom and many others. Perssen 
joined Europa Film when it started, 
-and film is a cavaleade of the whole 
company. Persson is a good singer 
and the film is good aun 

ing. 


“Anni” (AUSTRIAN). = Styria-Berna- 
Sascha release of Heinrich Haas production, 
Stars Elfie Mayerhofer, Siegfried Breuer; 
features Josef Meinrad, Anni Rosar. Seript- 
ed and directed by Mrax Neufeld; camera, 
Walter Riml; music, Alois Melichar, Reb- 





ert Stolz and Peter Wehle. At Apollo, Vi- 
enna. Running time, 90 MINS, 
Entertaining melodrama ‘with 


music) about the eternal triangle, 
with sufficient excitement and ten- 
sion to the last moment. Elfie 
Mayerhofer looks beautiful and 
sings excellently. Siegfried Breuer 
measures up as _ heartbreaker. 
Josef Meinrad gives a credible in- 
terpretation of the unsuccessful 
lover. Supporting roles are brief 
but effectively handled. Lensing is 
good. Maas. 


“Che Tempi!” (What Queer Times!) 
{ITALAAN). 


Fincine release of Taurus 
Film production. Stars Gilberio Go :; 
features Lea Padovani, Walter Chiari, 
Alberto Sordi. Directed by ~Giorgio 
Bianchi, Screenplay, Bianchi. Govi and 
Aldo De Benedetti from play by Emerico 
Vaientinetti, Camera, Giuseppe La Torre. 
At Corso, Moderno and Margheri'a, 
Rome. Ruaning time, 90 MINS. 


Coneerned with a miser’s char- 
acter, this story lacks wit and 
credibility. Production also lacks 
style and direction; needs : 
Gilberto Govi, a good thesp on She 
stage, overacts here. Lea Pado- 
vani. Orson Welles’ fiancee. is, as 
usual, attractive. Quat. 
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The ENTERPRISE STUDICS . 
Henry Morgan 
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van RUDY VALLEE - HUGH HERBERT - BILL GOODWIN 


Arnold Stang 


erome Cowan » Leo Gorcey * 
ig Town” by Ring Lardner 


Virginia Grey » Dona Drake + 3 

Screenplay by Carl Foreman and Herbert 
Directed by Richard 0. FLEISCH 
A Screen Plays, inc. Production 


Baker * Based on the novel “The B 


ER» Produced by STANLEY KRAMER 


So this is released thru UA 














ee 





4 





eager ee 





Z 


6 were memes ee a ea in -™ 


Wednesday, June 16, 19438 


























22 PICTURES VARIETY , 
: “1 e . 
+++ $$4466¢¢4 | manager, moved up Irving Martin, 
ee assistant manager at Loew s Capi- . Club alla all @- 
“ tol, to replace Foxe as Columbia | Variety 
rom ow or. Continued from page 3 Qo e V 
ISP OG TOS +++ members is being planned to get ar ert 

aoa ch agg PITTSBURGH their reaction. . 


NEW YORK 


New Jersey Allied’s annual con- 
vention, slated for June 28-30-at 
West End, N. J., will be attended 
by a flock of film company reps. 
Among those who've signalled ac- 
ceptance of Allied invitations are 
Sol Schwartz, Len Gruenberg and 
Leon J. Bamberger of RKO; Sam 
Shain, 20th-Fox; Henderson Richey, 
Metro: Saul Trauner, Columbia; 
Nat Furst and Morey Goldstein, 
Monogram, and Harold Bennett, 
National Screen Service. William 
Ainsworth. National Allied prexy, 
is due for an appearance. Other 
Allied officials attending are Ben- 
jamin Berger, Meyer Leventhal, 
Herman Blum and Lauritz Garman. 

Jules Weill, Masterpiece Produc- 
tions prexy, has arrived on the 
Coast on looksee for new product. 
He visited several exchanges and 
franchise holders on his way to 
Hollywood. Weiii wiii be away 
from New York homeoffice about 
four weeks. 

Milton E. Cohen, eastern central 
district manager for RKO for the 
past two years, is switching to 
Eagie Lion. Cohen has been 
named eastern division sales chief, 
with supervision extending over 
the 10 branches in Albany, Buf- 
falo, Boston, Cincinnati, Cleve- 
land, New Haven, New York, 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and Wash- 
ington. He takes over im- 
mediately. 

Maurice E. Lefko named eastern 
central division manager of RKO, 
succeeding Milton Cohen, resigned. 
Lefko, with RKO 18 years, will 
headquarter in Cieveland. David 
C. Silverman becomes Pittsburgh 
exchange manager, succeeding 
Lefko 


William A. Scully, Universal’s 
distribution veepee, has ended a 
swing through midwest exchanges 
in which he was accompanied by 
John Woolf, co-director of J. 
Arthur Rank’s General Film Dis- 
tributors. Scully is back in New 
York while Woolf is heading coast- 
ward, with visit to U’s branches 
in Des Moines, Omaha, Denver, 
Los Angeles, Seattle and Port- 
land on the itinerary. 

Universal’s flackery was shuffled 
and expanded this week to build up 
the outfit’s promotional potential. 
Twe additions to the staff are Mau- 
rice Harris and Matt Cantillon. 
Harris, formeriy an RKO fieldman, 
will do general exploitation, con- 
centrating in New York, while Can- 
tillon, who hails from Warner Bros., 
will work on theatre promotion ma- 
terial, 

Alfred N. Mendelsohn-has been 
boosted to radio promotion post. 
Jerome M. Evans is slotted for na- 
tional ad tieups and Kass 
will serve as liaison with circuit ad 
and exploitation departments. 


COLUMBUS 


Two more Ohio cities have en- 
acted a municipal 3% admission 
tax, being Medina and Alliance. 
Youngstown, O., City Council has 
enacted a payroll income tax to 
raise additienal revenue, shelving 
a proposal (bitterly fought by 
firstrun theatres) to increase the 
admissions tax from 3% to 10%. 

Peter M. Wellman, Girard, O., 
purchased Uptown and Mahoning 
in Youngstown, O., from George 
Manos, Toronto, O.. giving Well- 
‘man 12 theatres, inchuding the 

’ Youngstown Drive-In Theatre. 

Bids will be received for pro- 











| posed multi-million dollar Para- 


Katz. It will be a 2,500-seater. 


Warner theatre in Niles. 


‘June 2. Building will be converted 
into a commercial establishment. 

| Johnny Pennington up from Cin- 
inati te manage Majestic, down- 
itown second-run house here; re- 
| placed Lew Holleb, who bought the 
Imperial, Zanesville. 





ALBANY 


Presentation by Troy Motion 
| Picture Operators union of an hon- 
|orary membership highlighted a 
testimonial dinner for C. J. Latta, 
upstate zone manager for Warner 
Theatres for the last six years, 
by the Albany Variety club at Ten 
Eyck hotel. Affair 
announced as one in recognition of 
| Latta’s recent reelection as second 
'assistant chief barker of Interna- 
‘tional Variety clubs. Instead, it 
jturned into a farewell, Latta an- 
nouncing that he was leaving WB 
to take a new post. 

Testimonial dinner will be given 
C. J. Latta, for six years upstate 
zone manager for Warner Theatres 
and recently re-clected second as- 
sistant national chief barker of 
Variety Clubs. Tent 9 is tossing the 
affair at the Ten Eyck hotel June 
11, 








PHILADELPHIA 


Park-In Theatres of Camden, 
N. J., filed third in a series of suits 
in U. S. District Court in defense 
of the patent they claim to own on 
the drive-in-and-park type of the- 
atres. Defendants ere Fabian En- 
terprises, Inc., operator of Fabian 
theatre circuit, and Fabian Securi- 
ties, Inc., both Delaware corpora- 
tions. * 

Suburban Plymouth Township, 
near here, has followed this city’s 
lead and added a 10% amusement 
tax, effective July 15. Proceeds of 
levy will be used for school dis- 
trict purposes. 

A. M. Ellis, independent exhibi- 
tor here, has endowed a chair. in 
Hebrew at Temple University. The 
endewment, which will provide for 
courses in Hebrew language and 
literature, begins next term. 


WASHINGTON 


The 1948 annual convention of 
Allied States Exhibitors will be 
held in New Orleans, Nov. 29, 30 
and Dec. 1. Allied Board holds its 
regular fall meeting Nov. 27-28 
just before the confab. New Or- 
leans won the convention “in recog- 
nition of progress of the Allied 
Theatre Owners of Gulf States, one 
of Allied’s newest units.” W. A. 
Prewitt, Jr., Gulf State Allied 
chief, will be general convention 
chairman 


Proof that a theatre can operate 
successfully on a non-diserimina- 
tion basis in Washington is given 
by the Dupont, 400-seat art house 
here which opened March 19 and 
has been averaging near $4,000 
weekly ever since. Theatre stands 
out as the only so-called “white” 
picture theatre in Washington 
which admits Negroes. 

Jack Foxe, formerly manager of 
Loew’s Columbia here, appointed 
\ad-publicity director for the three 
Loew midtown houses here. Carter 


' 

















Ne ew York Theatres 

















T. Barron, Loew’s eastern division 
RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 


ing CROSBY © Joan FONTAINE 


‘THE EMPEROR WALTZ’ 


Color by TECHNICOLOR 
A Paramount Picture 


Spectacular Stage Presentation 




















Pegoy Cummins - Chas. Cobura - Robt. Arthur 


‘GREEN GRASS of WYOMING’ 
A 20th Century-Fox Picture in Technicolor. 
Plus on Stage—HARRY RICHMAN 

The CRADDOCKS - MING & LING 

j CHANDRA KALY and His Dancers 

















greatest star- 
and-song-show! 
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CARROLL + LE ROY 
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M-GM presents 
VAN JOHNSON 
JUNE ALLYSON 
“The Bride 
Goes Wild” 




















mount theatre, Toledo late in June,| make Pittsburgh a 
| according to Henry Stickelmaier, | serve Bank center Hat 
‘district manager fer Balaban & | circuit to keep its downtown Sen- 


©.,| house for L 
owned by Robins Amus. Co., closed | Which Senator oveupies was sold 


| 





| 





Decision of government not to 
Federal Re- 
allows Harris 


ator theatre, generally a moveover 
the chain. Building 


some time ago to U. S., which at 





that time figured putting up a 
braneh bank. Theatre then was 
placed on a year’s notice. Plans 
were changed. and Harris inter- 
ests immediately received a long- 
term lease on the 1,750-seater 
downtov'n, and it still has seven 
years to run. 


| heart hospital project which won it 


| 
| 
| 


| $300,000 to the university for this 





Philadelphia. 
. pa Threatened drive-in theatre war 
Minneapolis, June 19. in Camden was averted this week 
- Chief Barker Bill Elson, Of when both parties to dispute agree 
Northwest Variety club, appointed | {9 settle. Group headed by A. M., 
Art Anderson chairman of a con | pilis, Philly exhibitor, and the Var- 
mittee to devise ways to raise ad- ' balow group, Jersey indies, planned 
ditional funds for its Minnesota U ‘to build competing drive-ins. They 
} ‘| reached an amicable agreement last 
the International Variety clubs’ | week, however, when the Ellis in- 
1947 award for outstanding philan- | terests decided not to compete with 
thropy. the Varbalow people, since its 
Club already has turned over | drive-in had already been built 
near the Garden State track. 





NW Tent Seeks $170,000 More 


project, but rising building costs 





Jack Quigley, out of New York, | will méan the club must raise an | 


named manager of Warner theatre 
in Morgantown, W. Va., replacing 
Joe Murdock, who resigned to pt- 
lot an indie house there. 

Douglas Mellott resigned § as 
manager of the Biair in Hollidays- 
burg. 


was officially| Jake Silverman, pioneer exhib- 


itor, back in harness again as 
owner-manager-bocker. 

Merwyn Sargent is WB’s new 
manager in Washington, Pa., suc- 
ceeding Tony Helcastro, resigned. 

Skyline Drive-In, New Castle, 
opened last summer by Dr. R. B. 
Herrick and associates, sold to 
Mitchell Kwaitkowski, insurance 
broker, and George Warren, mer- 
chant. 

Herbert Berman added to the 
Eagle Lion sales staff here; he is 
brother of Harry Berman, EL man- 
ager in Philadelphia. 

Arthur Pearce named WB man- 
ager in Sharon, Pa., succeeding 
Chuck Shannon, who had been 
with company for more than 15 
years. 

Russell Schira, assistant manager 
of Penn, quit to join Post-Gazette 
display ad department; was with 
Loew’s 10 years. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Cozy theatre, 214-seat hatbox 
and oldest film house in downtown 
Indianapolis, ordered closed by 
State Fire Marshall, Carter Bow- 
ser. Open and overloaded wiring, 
small projection booth and frame 
building constituted a hazard, it 
was charged. Manny Marcus, op- 
erator, said he would close and ré@ 
build if lease negotiations with In- 
dianapolis Railways, owner of 
property, is successful. 

Harry and Nova Vonderschmitt, 
Bioomington’s exhibitors, pur- 
chased old Ritz theatre building 
there and p!an to rebuild as mod- 
ern 700-seater. Ritz out of opera- 
tion since 1931, is occupied now by 
a grocery firm. 

Marc Wolf, Robert R. Young, Al 
Blocher and late Vern Young, Y. & 
W. officials, cleared of charges of 
mismanaging Gary theatre build- 
ing. Judge Robert C. Blatzell ruled 
that three _ stockholders who 
brought suit were not entitled to 
$200,000 damages asked because of 
alleged sub-standard rental rates of 
building. 

Theodore Parvu has bought 414- 
seat Lyceum, Terre Haute, Ind., 
from Mrs. Jesse Van Borsunn. 

Earl Bell, who disposed of the 
Howard last week to Settos group, 
is remodelling the old Arcade, nabe 
house here. 

Don Hammer has joined United 
Artists sales staff here after selling 
his interest in Liberty, Muncie, to 
Curt Butier, former Columbia 
salesman. 








OMAHA 


Bob Livingston, president of Ne- 
braska Theatre Managers Assn., 
with headquarters in Lincoln, Neb., 
has opened an office at Capitol 
theatre, in that city. He was 
owner of Capitol for years, selling 
to the Cooper Foundation. 

E. E. Ashley wants to build an 
800-seat neighborhood theatre in 
the Ak-Sar-Ben district southwest. 
Opposition get petitions against it. 

City council finally blocked the 
plan of the Planning Commission 
to stop the theatre by adopting a 
hands-off policy and refuses to de- 
clare the zone named unfit for 
oe A hot fight is in pros- 
pect. 


= HALIFAX 


Odeon Theatres has notified 
Franklin & Herschorn Theatres 
that a fence will be erected between 
the new F&H Vogue and the Casino 
(Odeon), unless F&H signs a lease 
at $2,500 per year for 15 years. 
Space between the Vogue and 
Casino is about eight feet, of which 
about five belong to the Casino. 
A fence would nullify to a goodly 
extent the value of two side exits 
and a supply and garbage entrance- 
exit for the Vogue restaurant. 
F&H will legally fight any effort 








to put up a fence, claiming space 
has’ been fenceless 20 years. 


| 


‘the breach for 


additional $170,000. Monroe, Mich., Drive-In 
Detroit. 
The 500-car Dixie drive-in, near 
Monroe, Mich., epened June 4. Joe 
Omaha, June 15. Weisberg, of Toledo, is manager. 
Variety club here stepped into| Blue Sky Drive-In, two miles 
little Jeannette northeast of Pontiac, opened on 
Mary McDonald, of Sidney, Neb. |May 29. It has capacity for 500 
F, R. Van Sloan, chief barker, an- | cars, 
nounced the club will underwrite 
cost of this child’s hospital and 
medical care for an indefinite pe- 
riod. She has been in Denver Chil- 
dren's hospital with ieukemia for 
19 days. 





Omaha Variety Aids Child 





Launch 2 Charlette Drive-Ins 
Charlotte, N. C. 

New Drive-In, known as David- 
son-Mooresville theatre, opened 
recently. It is operated by R. C. 
Saunders, of Theatre Equipment 
St. Louis Tent Ups ’48 Heart Fund | Co., here. 

St. Louis, June 15. North 2 9 Drive-In, of Charlotte, 

The 1948 queta of St. Louis Va- | operated by the ASF Corp., opened 
riety Club’s Heart Fund has been May 25. It is owned by Bob Saun- 
upped to $20,000, an increase of ders, president of Theatre Equip- 
$8,000 over previous year. A series | ment Co.; Byron Adams, Charlotte 
of midnight shows will be given to | United Artist branch manager, and 
raise the funds. | George Ferguson. 

First of these, Ansell Bros.’ first |, 
picture, “Women in the Night,” 
netted $2,000. Variety Club here is 
contributing to a spastic clinic and Kansas City. 
providing eye glasses to under-| Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Block open 
privileged children in local schools. their New Civic theatre in Sabetha, 
'Kans., June 17. The 500-seater re- 
. | places the Civic which will be shut- 

Memphis Variety Directors tered. 
Memphis, June 15. | 

R. V. Reagin and Bailey Prich- | 
ard, branch managers respectively 
for RKO and Monogram here, re- | Dallas. 
place Dave Flexer and Tom| Hall Industries of Beeville have 
O’Ryan, resigned, on local Variety Opened the new Rialto at Three 
Club board by appointment of new | Rivers, Texas, house having 800 
chief barker, Ed Williamson, War- be pron F. D. Nance is manager 
n branch m : ° 

x: cannes aiacisanate | Underwood & Ezell’s new Buck- 
4 ner Boulevard Drive-In opened 
if} here June 4. It is largest of its 
\type in this area, accommodating 
664 cars. 








New Kansas 500-Seater 








New 800-Seater in Texas 








Civic Spiels 
———~ Continued from page 4 —— 
Hollywood. On the next available 
plane, George Murphy, Eddie 
Bracken, William Holden, Martha ; 
Stewart, Chico Marx and other | k®own as Sunset Drive-In Auto 
stars and starlets were rehearsing | /heatre, opened under manage- 


: - ment of George Brown, of Burling- 
—< routines high above the Rock- (on: John Gardner, of Schenectady, 


N. Y., and Claude Watkins 
Explaining that $50,000 was thus Watervliet, N. Y. a3 
raised, talk coneludes: “That's my 
business, friends. Do you wonder 
that I’m proud of it? For every 
rumor adverse to Holiywood, I can 
give you such an answer. Thanks | drive-in here to accommodate 500 
for listening .. . and on with the cars. It will be completed about 
show.” July 1. Cole also plans drive-in 
Other of the short speeches bat- |U2its at Palestine and Hillsboro, 
ter at the reperts of Reds in Hol- | TeX. _Lester Dollison opened his 
lywbod and the tales of economies 2¢¥, 350-car Rancho drive-in at 
so extreme that picturemaking is 'Denton, Texas. H. J. Robinson is 
crippled. partner and manager of the local 


house. 
The feature-length pitches, with 


the two versiens for either indus- 
tryites or non-industryites to de- 
liver, are tagged “Target for To- 
night,’ a general attack on the 
Communists-in-Hollywood ané too- 
much-economy criticisms; “The 
Modest Movies,” which tells of the 
services of the industry to the 
country during and since the war 
in selling bonds, providing over- 
seas entertainment, etc.; ~“‘Aisle 
Seat Adventure,” pointing out how 
every film, no matter what its sub- 
ject, broadens the knowledge of 
the audience, and “Powers of Des- 
truction,” stressing that films, with | 
the industry's self-policing through | 
the Johnston office, don’t compare | 
in smuttiness or the teaching of | 





Vermont's First Drive-In 
Burlington, Vt. 
Vermont's first drive-in here 








2 New Texas Drive-ins 
: Corsicana, Texas. 
Maurice Cole is building a new 








Burnet (Texas) 510-Seater 
: Burnet, Texas. 
Tom White opened new 510-seat 
Texas theatre here. He also oper- 
ates the Burntex which will oper- 
ate Friday and Saturday only. 





New Del. House Nearly Ready 
Milford, Del. 
The Milford, 1,800-seat theatre, 
will be opened here June 24 by 
Schine Theatres. Will take the 
place of one burned by fire about 
a year ago. 





~ TOA-TV 








bad traits with newspapers, books 
and other media. 

TOA is also continuing to send 
out news stories to exhibs for 
planting in their local papers. 
Committee in Oregon, headed by 
William H. Tedford, district man- 
ager of the Evergreen Circuit. re- 
cently got the Portland Journal and 
Portland Oregonian each to give 
a full-page to a display ad using 
a TOA speech as copy and dress- 
ing it up with stills. The news 
stories are said to date to have 
appeared in papers with total cir- 
culation of about 15,000,000. 





Mann Plans Duluth Drive-In 

: Minneapolis. 
Ted Mann, indie circuit owner 
and head of a group operating the 
local sure-seater World, obtained a 
license for @ drive-in at Duluth, 





Minn. It will have 650-car capacity. 
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‘vation of our system, he added. 
“If there is any reason for my 
coming to this great medium it is 
that I can do some little thing to 
make,our system survive.” 

Si Fabian, head of TOA's ex- 
ecutive committee, outlined the 
three main problems confronting 
TOA as bettering relations between 
exhibitors and distributors; be- 
tween ibs and the public; and 
between one exhib and another. 
The low point has been reachc2 
both in public relations of the in- 
dustry and intra-industry affairs, 
he stated. 


TOA new has 29 organizations 
affiliated with it, and members in 
every state, Coyne said. He char- 
acterized future organizing efforts 
as “mopping-up operations” which 
would bring another 1,000-1,500 
theatres into the outfit. 
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Continued 


company’s balance sheets - don’t ; 
show the true value of theatres. He | 
declared the properties had been | 


originally listed in 1932-35 at a/ 


“bankruptcy level” but declined to 
estimate their true value. He de- 
clared, however, that 85-90% of the | 
company’s fixed assets of $67,000,- 
400 represent theatre holdings. 

In a prepared statement to stock- 
holders, Balaban emphasized that | 
if divestiture reduced the com- | 
pany’s ultimate earning power, it | 
would be necessary to compensate 
for that by shrinking capita) struc- 
ture. “Accordingly,” 
“it is our aim to design a program | 
through which any proceeds trom 
the disposition of assets will be ap- | 
plied to a contraction of our capi- | 
tal so that the end structure wil! be | 
adapted to the assets and earning 
power that are left.” To date, he 
said, no such program has been 
arrived at. 


Pointing up what he termed the} 
increased | 


turimec’’ 
+) 4286 


costs and a diminished volume of 
business that have hit the indus- 
iry during the last year, Balaban 
declared that upped costs 
chiefly responsible for the com- 
pany’s lower earnings over 1946. 
Theatre receipts, he said, were 
down in about the same proportion 
as film rentals but, becauSe theatre 
operating costs increased less than 
production-distribution costs. the- 
atre earnings were able to hold up 
better 
Stresses Inventory, Costs 

Balaban laid particular stress on 
the importance of both inventory 
and costs in the company’s earn- 


O62 ., soln st BG 7 
10% Dicding ot 


ing statements. He pointed out 
that the pictures currently in re- 
lease, during a period of slump- 
ing grosses, were produced last 
year at a time when costs were 
high. As for costs, he said that 
Par would continue to hold them 


down to “the lowest point which 
is consistent with quality product.” 
Foreign situation, accerding to 
Balaban. 
year. 
the British tax was in effect, he | 
said, was actually more favorable | 
to Par than the period following 
the 


unplayed films in England then, on | 


which earnings could be freely re- 
mitted. 
tie declared that Par may use 
some of its frozen British dollars 
in British film production but 
pointed out that such use “is not 
free of troublesome aspects.” It's 
impossible to pay full costs of pro- 
duction in frozen pounds because 
it’s recessary to employ American 
stars and technicians in order to 
give the pix boxoffice value in the 
U.S. “To the extent that we use 
« American components, the cost of 
their use must be paid in dollars.” 








he said. “Accordingly we can, at. 

best, use blocked funds in the pro- |} 
———— 
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T heatres 90% Par Assets’ 


he declared. | 


were || 


is unchanged since last | 
Period during which time | 


tax agreement, since the com- | 
pany had a substantial number of | 


| amortization, $20,724,463; royalties 


ir 
' 
t 
t 
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duction of only a limited number 
f+ —- if any at all, in i~ 
an 


Reiterating Par’s statement of | 
estimated earnings for the first 
| quarter of 1948, Balaban declared 
the company’s inventory now is 
| about the same as it was last Jan. 
1. Cash, he said, is down about 
| $1, 250,000 but the company’s bank 
debt has been reduced from 
| $8,000,000 to $6,000,000. In addi- } 
‘tion, $3,571,000 has been applied | 
‘to the purchase of 166,000 shares | 
;of Par stock during the year. Par | 
has experienced the “same sea- | 
sonal drop” during the second | 
;quarter that occurred last year but | 
it is ‘more intense and appears to | 
be more prolonged this year,” he | 
said. 

} 
| 








“If as we expect, the levels of | 


domestic theatre business for the 


j}second half of 1948 hold up rea-|7* 


|sonably well,” Balaban concluded, 
| ‘they will serve to cushion the de- | 
cline in film earnings and will en- 


foundations for profitable opera- 
tions in production-distribution.” 
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“This Films 





tainable,” he declared. 
Act has got to be fultilled without | 
anyone deliberately sabotaging it.” | 
Exhibs wen’t get away any long- 
er with the contention that insuf- 
| fictent British product is available. 
ithe leading English producer as- | 
| Serted. He said he'd prepare statis- 

| tics showing that they could fulfill 
the 45°° queta and more. 


Streng statement followed 
Rank’'s disclosure of last week that 
|his own organization weuld turn 
‘out 60 top features and would 
|make 10 reissues available. An- 
lother 20 pictures, he said, would 
be available from other producers. 
| Principal thing British exhibs 
need. Rank stated, is a change of 
heart that will give them some en- 
thusiasm for pictures made in their 
jown country. They'd rather, he 
charged. have a large number of 
| films from which to choose. 


Exhibs. meantime, were not tak- 
| ing Rank’s harsh words lying down. 


| Meeting in convention at Douglas. 
| Isle of Man, the Cinematograph 
| Exhibitors Assn. charged that the 
j}new quotas would give still further 
| monopelistic powers to Rank’s film 
empire. 

Exhibs were going so far as to 
talk of a strike against playing eny 
home-grown films, thus forcing 
Wilson to teduce the queta to the 
30°. which they prefer. They’ll 
probably wind up, however, by de- 
ciding on a campaign in Parlia- 
ynent to get the Films Acts amend- 
ed before it becomes effective. 


Profits Off 


— continued from page 3 











| 48 since it started at a low point 
fate last winter, rallied early in 
spring and is new back in the dol- 
drums. However, it is not likely to 
decline much more. 

Columbia's net of $855,000 com- 
pares with $2,935,000 accumulated 
for the 39 weeks of last year. 
Equivalent earnings on outstand- 
ing common comes to 98c per 
share against $4.23 in the three 
quarters of °47. The 39 weeks 
ended March 27. 


Warners’ net of $7,311,000 com- 
_pares with $14,013.000 garnered in 
the first half of ‘47. Gross from 
film rentals. theatre admissions 
and sales slid to $75,852,000 from 
$85,053,000 for the corresponding 
| stretch last year. Earnings art 
| equivalent to $1 per share on 7,- 
| 295,000 shares of common out- 
standing. It compares with $1.89 
per share in °47. 

Second-quarter net for Warners 
toted to $3,364,000 against $6,810,- 
000 for the same three months of 
last year. Gross amounted to $37,- 
167.000 against prior stanza’s $42,- 
417,000. 


Against an overall half-year 
gross of $79,146,540, total costs and 

expenses reached $66,441,036. Op- 
erating and administrative ex- 
penses were $38,414,432: film 








and participations, $5,023,912; and 
amortization of properties, $1,- 
940.183. 

Earned surplus mounted to $51,- 
| 823.229 after payment of dividends 
, of $5,451,266. 








abie us to. strengthen further the !! 


| early 
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j}mous amount of litigation” by ex- 
| hibitors, Hand imsisted. He | 
ichided the Government for 
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Father Time on Trial 


Repeatedly. fears were ex- 
ressed by N.Y. Federal Circuit 
udge Augustus Hand, during 
vesterday’s (Tues.) hearings on 
the Government's plea for a 
theatre freeze, that the im- 
pending trial, set for Oct. 13, - 
will take an enormous stretch 
of time. “This looks like it 
will take longer than our 
natural lives—as indicated by 
the annuity tables, anyway,” he 
interjected at one point. 

Later on, Hand interrupted 
Special Assistant Attorney 
General Robert L. Wright to 
complain that “no one seems 
to indicate even within the 
limits of 100 years how long 
these hearings will last.” 
Another time, the court ex- 
plained it couldn’t get an out- 
side judge to take over “if it 
promises to last as long as it 
now looks.” And as an after- 
thought, added, “even if he’s 
young.” 











| Court Kiboshes 








= Centinued from page 3 


hearing was a_ strong pitch by | 


| Judge Hand for centinuation of the 
| arbitration 


system to bridge the 
between the now reversed 
decree and a final decision. 
“would cut off an enor- 


sap 


Judge 
refus- 
ing to go along with arbitration. 
Special Assistant Atterney Gen- 
eral Robert L. Wright countered 
that the Dept. of Justice felt the 
present arbitration system must be 
liquidated and that everyone “must 
start afresh” in view of the high 
court ruting. “The awards allowed 
are not an adequate substitute for 
the present proceeding,” Wright 
asserted. However, he said, “any 
parties “were perfectly free to go 
ahead with arbitration without 
proposing that step to us at all.” 
Judge Hand tentatively suggested 
bringing in one judge from the 
outside to hold hearings because 
the trial promised to be  pro- 
tracted. Wright didn’t think the 
hearings would be too long. He 


said: “We don’t propose to offer 
witnesses in any event. And we 
don't visualize the necessity of 


ruling on new factual issues.” 
Wright saw three grounds for 
divestiture which he outlined “as 


l. illegal acquisition of theatres; 2. 


illegal use of theatres; and 3. 
breakup of monopely caused by 


ownership of theatres. He con- 
ceded the Supreme Court had given 
“no concise directions on divorce- 
ment” of wholly-owned houses but 
left the matter to the lewer bench. 
On partnership holdings, however. 
it was different. Here, he said. 
were clear directions for some 
divestiture, at least. 

Government's case took a pound- 
ing from Joseph M. Preskauer, at- 
torney for Warner Bros., 
tackéd D..of J's. claim of victory 
in the court abeve. Proskauer in- 
sisted that the future hearings 
must not be held “in an atmesphere 
that we sustained a blew from the 
Supreme Court, and Mr. Wright 
is here solely to reap the harvest.” 


There were many questions left 
open which must be _ decided 
honestly, he added. 


In taking issue with Proskauer. 
Wright said Warners had tried to 
acquire a theatre after the expan- 
sion stay was vacated. “We said 
we were going to prevent them 
from going ahead with it,” Wright 
declared. 

Both Proskauer and John W. 
Davis. attorney for Metro, battered 
at the Government’s application. 
Each argued the court had no jur- 
isdiction without a third judge first 
seated. Wright expressed fears 
that the majors, in selling theatres. 
would turn them over to corpora- 
tions or individuals related to the 
defendants in one way or another. 

Former Secretary of State James 
F. Byrnes, repping 20th-Fox, spoke 
against the move as did Whitney 
North Seymour. Paramount lawyer, 
and Louis Frohlich, representing 
Columbia. Thomas Turner Cooke, 
attorney for Universal, asked for 
conferences with the Government 
since his company was not affected 
by many of the questions raised. 





Chi's 400-Car Spot ar Emma 


Chicago area's laseia” "aetn in. 
which will accommodate 400 cars, 
will open latter part of June. Will 
be fifth. three already being in op- 
eration and a fourth, on the seuth- 
side, will epen shortly. 

Latest. called Sky High drive-in, 
will be operated by Louis Jelinek. 
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‘Mull Tie Vs. Rank 
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tures, especially after the disclo- 
sure recentiy by Rank that Uni- 
versal, 20th-Fox, Paramount and 
RKO, with which he deals, would 
be allotted only four dates the rest 
of this year and 12 next year on 
the combined Odeon-GB_ webs. 
Eagle Lion will get two commit- 
ments this year and six next. UA 
and Col will get none at all. War- 
ner Bros. and Metro play the third 
British chain, ABC, in which WB 
is a partner, and so are not de- 
pendent on Rank. 


The move toward building the 
circuit and Bernstein’s inter- 
est in heading it up was outlined 
to the UA board last week by 
Avthur W. Kelly, exec veepee, who 
recently returned from London. 
Kelly was engaged there for more 
than six weeks in an effert to ex- 
tricate UA from the position of 
being completely scorned by Rank 
despite the fact that it owns a 
considerable portion of the stock 
in the Odeon chain and considers 
itself a partner ef Rank’s. 

Kelly alse told the board of his 
meetings with British attorneys on 
possibility of bringing suit 
against Rank to force him to take 
into censideration UA’s interests. 
No decision was made by the di- 
rectorate on whether to continue 
along this legal tack, pending | 
further study by lawyers and UA | 
execs as to whether such a move | 
would improve or deteriorate the | 
Americaa company’s position. Brit- | 
ish corporate law allows very few |, 
righis to minority stockholders. 

Rank has offered to huy UA’s 
shares in Odeon, but owners 
Charles Chaplin and Mary Pick- 
ferd consider his price unreason- 
able and have again in the past 
few weeks rejected the idea of 
selling at the figure offered. Sec- 
ond problem would be wha* to do 
with the noney if it were aceept- 
ed, since it can’t be cenverted into 
dollars. As it is, Odeon is paying 
dividends which UA can convert. 
It recently received about $200,000, 
representing earnings on its shares 
for a period of over a year. 


Kelly’s interest in setting up a 





























fourth cireuit to get around Rank’s 
ban on UA is a revival of talks 
he held with British indie exhibs 
before the 75% tax last year iem- 
porarily relieved UA’s position. He 
pointed out to the directors, inci- 


dentally, that UA product was cur- 
rently not doing badly at all in in- 
come from the scattered indie 
houses it is playing. 

Bernsteir, in addition to his in- 
terest in the Granada chain, is a 
partner with Alfred Hitchcock in 
Transatlantic Productions, an in- 
die-unit. It is currently prepar- 
ing “Under Capricorn,” to be shet 
in England this summer with In- 
grid Bergman starred. Not yet re- 
leased is “Rope.” made on the 
Coast last winter. Both pix are 
being distributed by Warner Bros, 


Difficulty of getting sufficient 
indie product in Britain to fulfill 
quota requirements of the new 
chain is that producers outside of 
the Rank and Sir Alexander Korda 
orbits haven’t the facilities or 
know-how to make pix acceptable 
beyond the British Isles, and the 
Americans don’t think it wouid 
be profitable to back these .indies 
in productions unsuitable for ex- 
port. 


Briefs from the Lots 
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“Walk a Croeked Mile,” authared 
by Geeffrey Hemes and Bichard 
Landan Adele Jergens signed 
for “The Dark Past” at Columbia 
Pamela Blake signed as femme 
lead in six Monte Hale oaters at Re- 
public... lgmn Wilde will play one 
of the leads in Sel Wrurtzel’s 
“Tulsa,” her first role without her 
twin sister, Lee . Willie Wilsen, 
song contest winner, drew a war- 
bling role in Martha Meeney’s 
“Boss of San. Quentin.” 
Desi Arnaz orch signed for a 
tunefilm, “Night in Havana,” which 
Ted Richmond will produce for Co- 
lumbia.. Lois Maxwell, British 
actress, plays Lee J. Cobb’s wife in 
“The Dark Past” at Columbia. 
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A Farm 


in Bucks County, Pa. 


“Kelrcity karms”...4 


Totaling 390 Acres... 


IN THE PAST FEW YEARS 
more than $900,000 has been spent 
to develop this fabulous property 
near New Hope, Pa. There are five 
residences including the luxurious 
13-room manor house. Each is sit- 
uated se as to command panoramic 
views of the tovely Delaware River 
Valles. The two-story rumpus 
house, tennis court, lake stocked 
with ganre fish aud immense swim- 
ming pool, 100x250 feet, indicate 
the grand scale on which the ac- 
commodations have been planned. 
Sixteen farm and utility buildings 
are more than sufficient to main- 


PREV 


/1NCORP 


The National Real Estate Clearing House 
49 FAST 33rd ST... NEW YORK 22. 


Only 2 Hours from N.Y. 


Empire 


Complete Farm Units 






















tain the 125 head of cattle which 
the well-watered acres can support. 


“FELICITY FARMS” is a show- 
place among show people, for Bucks 
County is the home of many well- 
known figures of stage, sereen and 
radio. lt could be operated as a 
superb single unit, or divided 
among two or three congenial fam- 
ilies providing complete privacy 
for each. The owner is selling only 
because his business necessitates a 
change of residence. For inferma- 
tion about “Felicity Farms” (Pre- 
views Property #60272) consult 
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Anthors League Joins Radio Writers 
In Battle with Sponsors, Portending 


Full-Scale Struggle in All Fields 


A full-seale struggle between 


* authors in all entertainment and 


literary fields and the radio-tele- 
vision industry looms as an out- 
growth of the present impasse be- 
tween the Radio Writers Guild and 
the radio sponsors and ad agencies. 
With the Radio Writers Guild 
readying a fall strike against com- 
mereial programs, its parent organ- 
ization, the Authors League of 
America, covering all writing fields, 
has moved to join the fight. 

Participation by the League 
would bring in the other affiliates, 
the . Dramatists Guild, Screen 
Writers Guild and Authors Guild. 
Presumably this would not consti- 
tute a “sympathy strike” under 
Taft-Hartlev provisions, as the Au- 
thors League is in reality one over- 
all organization, in which members 
are assigned to the various affiliate 
Guilds according to the writing 
field in which they are currently 
active. 

In case of League cooperation in 
the battle, none of its members, 
who include virtually every estab- 
lished author in the country, would 
accept commercial radio assign- 
ments or sell broadcast rights to 
their properties. Thus, prospects 
are that not only the name writers 
of top radio shows would strike, 
but former hit scripts, plays, books 
and short stories would be withheld 
from the commercial airing. 

The reason the Authors League 
is taking.a more active part in the 
present RWG situation than it did 
last year in the threatened strike 
against the networks is that tele- 
vision is now seen as a vital factor. 
League heads, including top 
writers in the theatre, film and the 
literary fields, regard the video me- 
dium as a major objective of the 
future. And since the companies 
and sponsors engaged in television 
are generally the same ones as in 
radio, the League regards the pres- 
ent struggle as basic for all author- 
ship fields. As League leaders ex- 
press it, if the League permits the 


(Continued on page 47) 


Ford's Radio 
Hiatus Puzzles 


Just when it is about to spring 
its most extensive campaign in 
years in connection with its 1949 
models, Ford Motor Co. will be 
out of the radio picture for the 
first time in years. 

While on the one hand the Ford 
Co. is 24-sheeting its new cars in 
an all-out summer campaign, the 
two Ford nétwork programs, Fred 
Allen and “Ford Theatre,’ are 
going off during the hot months. 
(Whether or not “Ford Theatre” 
returns in the fall depends on 
whether NBC clears a nighttime 
hour.) 

In view of the terrific Ford 
splurge, the radio silence has cued 
some bewilderment at NBC, the 
network affected by the two hiatus 





periods. 
There’s still a possibility that. 


Ford Dealers, who sponsor Allen, 
may pick up “RFD America” as a 
summer replacement. But the 
dealers won’t commit themselves 
as yet. 


This Time Johnstone 
Sees It From Front Pew 


G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone, direc- 
tor of radio and television for the 
National Assn. of Manufacturers, 
returned to his New York hdgs. 
Monday (14) following his annual 
trek of one month which included 
contact visits to Los Angeles, 
Hollywood, San Francisco and Chi- 
cago radio stations and NAM re- 
gional offices. 

He warms his New York swivel 
chair until Saturday (19) when he 
joins radio mob in Philadel- 
the oe conpenticn. 
Johnstone has been able to view 

: the front 
present status in cover- 











Catching the Eye 


CBS press chief George 
Crandall has come up with a 
novel technique to make the 
press boys read network re- 
leases. 

Crandall is inaugurating a 
daily boxed “calendar” insert 
of historical events. For 
example, release detailing CBS 
shows on June 20 accents the 
revelation: 

“Bargain — Purchase of 
Alaska by the United States 
from Russia for $7,200,000 was 
proclaimed on this date in 
1867. Where could you buy 
586.400 square miles for that 
money these days?” 

Crandall figures that, while 
it’s got nothing to do with the 
web shows, at least it makes 
interesting reading. 


Landry Exits 
From CB 


Robert J. Landry, formerly di- 
rector of the division of program 
writing «at CBS and more recently 
secretary of the program plans 
board, abruptly departed from the 
network last Friday (11), The exit 
was so sudden that practically 
none of the CBS staff knew of it. 

Landry was with the network’s 
New York headquarters five and 
,a half years, having originally 
been hired personally by William 
S. Paley to head up the then-new 
division of program writing late 
in 1942. During the war period 
and later. this division’ with 10 
writers and five. editors became 
the largest at any web. (It now 
comprises a total of six persons 
with Elwood C. Hoffman as senior 
editor.) 

Landry was also one of the 
original CBS program supervisors 
when Paley and Douglas Coulter 
established this system. Among 
the programs supervised by Lan- 
dry in che past four years were 
“This Life of Mine,” “The High 
Places,” “Now and _ Forever,” 
“Wilderness Road,” “Casey, Crime 
Photographer,” “Romance,” “Rich- 
ard Lawless” and two Peabody 


(Continued on page 36) 


WGN Refuses to Yank 
Rival Brewer, So Fight 
Gets Chi Ride on Indie 


Chicago, June 15. 

Zale-Graziano fight last week 
posed a toughie for WGN, Mu- 
tual’s Chi outlet. Station had 
cleared the Wednesday night slot, 
but postponement until Thursday 
put the Ballantine Ale-bankrolled 
bout in time set locally for the 
transcribed “Guy Lombardo Show.” 
Latter had teed off a week earlier 
under the sponsorship of Canadian 
Ace Brewing Co. 

After prolonged brow wrinkling 
WGN execs took advantage of a 
technicality: Mutual had failed to 
give the prescribed 28 days’ notice 
for clearing time on Thursday. So 
WGN aired Guy Lombardo while 
the fight was heard via WIND, in- 
die recently kudosed by the Chi- 
cago. Federated Ad Club for its 
Sport coverage. 


HARRY INGRAM SETS 
COSMO MAG PACKAGE 


Harry Ingram, until recently di- 
rector of “Big Story” show for 
Pall Mall, has set an exclusive 
deal for all Cosmopolitan mag sto- 
ries and articles, and has built a 
dramatic package. He will pro- 
duce-direct, and his wife, Gail In- 
gram, will script. The price of the 
show is $3,500, including an or- 














.|}chestra conducted by Jack Miller. 


Title of the program. may or 
may not use the Cosmopolitan tag, 
depending largely on the - wishes 
of the prospective sponsor. Herb 
Rosenthal, of Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica, is peddling the property. 
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LUCILLE HASTINGS | 





For three successive years, Lucille | 
Hastings has walked off with top 
honors in the National Press 


Women’s contest for the best pre- 
pared radio newscast. For KLZ she 
edits prize-winning newscasts every 


day. KLZ, DENVER. 


Ch’feld in Coma 








It’s Now Cantor, Skelton, ‘Riley 
(But No Ford) in Fri. NBC Juggling 
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Nancy Walker Auditions | 


Naney Walker’s comedy series, 
being readied by CBS, will be | 
scripted by Joe Stein, writer of the | 
Henry Morgan program. An audi- | 
tion recording will be cut this} 
week, with Arnold Stang in the | 
guest spot. 

It’s a William Morris package. 








Gaines Makes NBC 
Switch This Week 


James Gaines steps out this week | 
as manager of WNBC, the New} 
York flagship of the NBC network, | 
to take over fulltime operation as | 
director of owned-and-operated sta- | 
tions and as assistant to adminis- | 








Chesterfield is waiting for Perry 
Como to get straightened on where 
he proposes to live next season be- 
i\fore making any commitment on 


| the New York section of the NBC | 


“Supper Club” series for the fall. 
Thomas G. Rockwell, head of Gen- 


| Como, left last week for the Coast 
to confer with the singer on his 
residential intentions. 

During his current stay in Hol- 
lywood, where he’s doing a pic- 
ture for Metro, Como has been 
talking about giving up his Man- 
hasset, L. I., home and moving 
his family to the Coast. The cig 
account had been proceeding with 
its fall plans on the understanding 
that again Jo Stafford would orig- 
inate from the Coast and Como 
would broadcast from New York. 
Until the Como home issue is set- 
| tled the client can’t make commit- 
|ments for the rhythm group or or- 
| chestral setup for his end of ‘“‘Sup- 
per Club.” 


Johnson’s Wax to Pick 
Up Tab on ‘Dizzy’ Dean 
Saturday Afternoons 


Johnson’s Wax is taking its day- 
time radio seriously. Having taken 
on sponsorship of the Fred Waring 
morning NBC program two days 
a week during the summer while 
Fibber McGee & Molly joins the 
hiatus parade, Johnson’s Wax is 
now going to pick up the tab for 
15 minutes of “Dizzy” Dean on 
NBC Saturday afternoons, - start- 
ing July 3. e 

In view of the popularity of- 
Dean’s KSD, St. Louis, sports gab 
session, the wax outfit feels that 
the baseball gent’s ability to mur- 
der the English language will score 
a hit on the coast-to-coast kilo- 
cycles. Program of sports com- 
mentary will originate from St. 
Louis and will be slotted in the 
5-5:15 period. 


AUTO-LITE SUMMER RIDE 
STRICTLY BIG MONEY 


Summer doldrums apparently 
don’t mean a thing to Auto-Lite,, 
on the basis of the bigtime pro- 
gram splurge scheduled to start 
July 8 when the company takes 
over sponsorship of “Suspense” as 
replacement for Dick Haymes. 

Auto-Lite has given CBS the 
green light on lining up top stars 
for the July-August months on the 
same level that it’s done during 
the “hottest” Hooper season, with 
result that Cary Grant, Ida Lupino, 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., and Agnes 
Moorehead going into the initial 
four broadcasts. 

“Suspense” will be produced and 
directed by Tony Leader, with 
orch batoned by Lud Gluskin and 
hn music by Lucien Moro- 
weck. 


Shirt-Losing Symph 


ABC execs say the co-op setup 














chestra this season was a fiasco, 
with practically everybody con- 
cerned “losing their shirt.” 

As a result, the Tuesday night 
Symph stanza returns in the fall 
as a sustainer. } 





eral Artists Corp., which agents | 


of the Boston Symphony Or- | 


trative veepee Harry Kopf in| 


9 6 9 charge of sales and stations. | 
() (’ mo S (’ ll | Thomas B. McFadden, who has‘ 
nl 0 | been assistant manager of the sta- | 


tion since Gaines stepped in two | 
| years ago to set up an autonomous | 
| WNBC operation, moves into the! 
managerial spot as successor to | 
| Gaines. | 
Move means that Gaines will | 
|probably be out in the field about | 
ia third of the time. Since his ap- | 
pointment to the o-&-o post, he’s | 
jbeen doubling between the two} 
| jobs, making one important switch | 
in the operation, the replacing of | 
|; Vernon Pribble as manager of 
| WTAM in Cleveland, with John 
McCormick moving in as successor. 
Shift will also permit Gaines to 
step into management policy affairs 
affecting sales and stations. 


Purvis Likely to Be 
Competing With Self 
Via New WOR, N.Y. Show: 


Melvin Purvis, whose FBI career 
| hit its high mark with the capture 
‘of John Dillinger, has been pacted 
‘for a radio show based on his 
|career and record as a govern- 
ment sleuth, but under circum- 
stances that may find him in the 
middle of a tantalizing ripley. 

Starting Sept. 5 Purvis goes on 
WOR (N.Y.) with a half-hour show, 
and present plans call for Mutual 
to pick it up. However, if it does 
get an MBS showcasing, Purvis will 
find that he’s competing with him- 
self in Florence, S.C., where he 
has just acquired his own radio 
station. But the Purvis outlet is an 
ABC affiliate. His program will be 
carried by the competing Mutual 
affiliate. ; 

The Purvis show goes into the 
.10-10:30 p.m. Sunday slot on WOR, 
currently occupied by Gabriel 
Heatter’s “Behind the Front Page.” 
Latter show, now carried tran- 
scribed, will be moved up to 7:30 
p.m, and taken live off Mutual. 


Semler Comes In For 
Full Billy Rose Ride 


Billy Rose’s across-the-board air- 
er on Mutual, which has been 
bankrolled on alternate days by R. 
B. Semler Co. for Barbasol, will 
be sponsored on a fulltime basis 
by the same company, beginning 
July 12. Erwin-Wasey agency han 
dled the deal. 

Other renewals on the network 
include ‘20 Questions,” which has 
been picked up for the third year 
by Ronson through Cecil & Pres- 
brey. “The Shadow” has also been 
renewed by the Delaware, Lacka- 
wanna and Western Coal Co., be- 
ginning Sept. 12. : 














Willie Bryant Into 
WHOM Disk Jock Spot 


Comedian Willie Bryant has 
been assigned the WHOM 11 y.m- 
2 a.m, disk jockey slot formerly 
held by Symphony Sid who moved 
over to WMCA. Bryant starts his 
chores Monday (21). 

Bryant, who headed Mutual’s 
Harlem Hospitality Club, has been 
a standard entertainer for many 
years. His platter session may go 
all night by the end of the sum- 
mer. 











The fun is starting all over again 
in NBC’s attempt to bring order 
out of the current chaos and 
juggling in connection with the 
four half-hour periods opening up 
on the Friday night roster. 

This much appears positive. Ford 
# out, so far as grabbing 60 min- 
utes for a switchover of its Sun- 
day “Ford Theatre” stanza. The 


'Pabst Eddie Cantor show now goes 
iinto the 9-9:30 time. 


Red Skelton, 
bought by Procter & Gamble, goes 
into 9:30 to 10. And P&G’s “Life 
of Riley” moves into the 10-10:30 
slot in a moveover from Saturday 
evening. : 

There’s a product conflict in- 
volved. with the competitive Col- 
gate outfit sponsoring Bill Stern 
at 10:30, but apparently neither 


Colgate nor P&G cares much 
about it. The remaining half-hour 
| (8:30-9) is still vacant, Colgate 


moving “Can You Top This” to 
Saturday. R. J. Reynoids (Camel), 
made a play for it for “Screen 
Guild” switch-over from CBS, with 
latter web getting Bob Hawk in 
return, but it fell through. 

Now it’s a question of trying to 
satisfy other customers anxious to 
hop on the Friday bandwagon. In- 
ternational Silver would like to 
move “Ozzie and Harriet” over and 
Coca-Cola is casting envious eyes 
on NBC Friday for its Spike Jones 
musical, currently slotted on CBS 
late Friday (10:30). Lateness of 
the hour is a factor in Coca-Cola’s 
desire to latch on to better time. 


NAB Looks Into 
Thing Called Tele 


Washington, June 15. 

National Association of Broad- 
casters interest in television is at 
last being vitalized with assign- 
ment of Charles Batson, director 
of information, to make a full re- 
port on the situation. 

Batson is spending fulltime on 
the project and will produce a 
three-part written report for the 
membership within the next few 
months. He will give it a repor- 
torial and not an editorial slant. 

Meanwhile he has just held the 
first staff clinic bringing NAB’s 
Washington department heads up 
to date on his findings. He plans 
periodic clinics and staffers say if 
they all contain the meat of the 
first one, they will know quite a lot 
about television before the report 
is ready for distribution. 


BIOW GRABS OFF P&G 
$1,500,000 BILLINGS 


With the acquisition of Procter & 
Gamble’s Spic & Span account 
from Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample, the 
Biow agency grabs an estimated 
$1,500,000 additional billings, in- 
cluding the “Life Can Be Beauti- 
ful” daytime serial. The business 
moves over as of July 1. 

Transfer of the account is more 
or less in line with P & G policy 
of shifting its products among its 
various agencies. The cleanser is 
a comparatively new product. “Life 
Can Be Beautiful” was formerly 
underwritten by-lvory soap, 
through the Compton agency. It 
has long been written by Carl 
Bixby and Don Becker. 


NBC Sets ‘RFD America’ 
For Sunday Allen Spot 


“RFD America,” the Lou Cowan- 
packaged farm quiz show which 
recently moved over from Mutual 
to NBC in the Sunday 2 p.m. slot, 
is being respotted into the Sunday 
night 8:30 segment as summer re- 
placement for the Fred Allen ‘show, 
effective July 4. 

NBC is hopeful that Allen’s 
sponsors, Ford Dealers, will pick 
up the tab for the summer ride, but 
there’s no decision as yet. If the 
dealers nix it, the show will be 


slotted 8:30 regardless as a sus- 
tainer, 














Tom Revere to Biow 
Tom Revere has joined the Biow 
agency as director of radio. He 
succeeds John Hamm, who moves 
over to general executive duties in 
‘the firm, 
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WINCHELL ‘OWNS’ 





« 


Iron Curtain 


Inside U.S.A. 


This is the story of the year’s classical music event—which 


was heard in this country 
{t was the Arturo Toscanini cor 


in Milan, Italy, last Thursday (10). 


by exactly two persons. 


icert from La Scala Opera House 
It was an event almost breath- 


lessly awaited by music fans and was picked up in various countries 


of Europe. 
Toscanini memorial to _ its 
went to Italy to conduct it, 


whom he had featured in performances of 
Symphony 


“Requieum” with the NBC 


It featured a performance of 


“Mephistopheles” as a 


composer, Nerone Boito. Toscanini 
taking along his “find,”” Herva Nelli, 
“Otelio” and Verdi's 


Orchestra in this country. 


NBC was itching to pick up the concert (willingly agreeing to 


knock off afternoon confmercials) 
lo ban on picking up live music 


so. RCA shortwaved it into the NBC 


people caught it—John Royai, 
Walter Toscanini, Jr., 





but was prevented by the Petril- 
from outside the country. Even 
headquarters in N. Y. Two 


and maesiro Toscanini’s grandson, 
who called up Royal from his home in 
_fivertate, N. Y., and heard it over the telephone. 


* 








Thomas Committee 


QT Probe of Radio Personalities 


Preliminary investigation to see¢ 


if there’s sufficient material for a 
full-scale probe of the radio indus- | 
try, is reportedly being conducted 
for the House committee on Un- 
American activities. Although the 
move is being carried out with the- 
utmost secrecy, the sleuthing is 
understood being done by. FBI 
men. Numerous radio people are 
supposed to have been contacted 
over the last couple of months, in- 


variably being cautioned against 
disclosing the fact. 

From indications, the Thomas 
committee gumshoes are digging 
for dope on individuals, rather 


than for evidence of allegedly sub- 
versive content of programs. Par- 
ticular attention is being given to 
news and comment broadcasts, it is 
said. In the case of the commit- | 
tee’s Hollywood probe, Thomas | 
consistently refused to identify any | 
films or portions of films as con- 
taining subversive material, al- 
though repeatedly challenged to do 
so. He recently stated ‘publicly 
that he had no intention of citing 
specific pictures when the Holly- 
wood hearings are resumed. 

Ever since the start of the film 
probe last fall there have been in- | 
timations that radio, or possibly | 
the stage or book publishing, 
would be next on the House com- 
mittee’s list. However, it’s be- 
lieved the Thomas sleuths have not 
yet obtained sufficient material to— 
justify an all-out investigation of 
radio. The relatively limited scope 
of the questions thus far supports 
that view. 


CBS Sees Ford 
In Its Future 


CBS, which has been 
periodic stabs for the 60-minute 
Ford billings ever since the web 
became aware that the client was 
unhappy with its Sunday afternoog 





-NBC time, will probably wind up 


after all with the $1,000,000-plus 
piece of biz. 

In the current wave of confu- 
sion attending the NBC Friday 
night reshuffle, one thing seems to 
stand out—that Ford won't get a 


60-minute nighttime segment, al- | 


though it would prefer to remain 
on NBC, 

CBS is offering the 9 to 10 Fri- 
day night stanza, which at the mo- 
ment appears to be okay with Ford. | 
That would be predicated on In- | 
ternational Silver moving Ozzie & 


Harriet out of the 9:30 period (In- 


ternational would like to be in- 
cluded in on NBC’s parceling out 
of Friday periods), while Old Gold 
goes out of the 9 p.m. CBS slot. 


Eversharp’s ‘Music’ Buy 


Eversharp has taken over the) 
final available quarter-hour 
“Stop the Music,” ABC's Sunday | 
evening super-giveaway. 
8:15-8:30 p.m. 

Other accounts, in their order, 
are Smith Bros., Speidel jewelry | 
and Old Gold, representing total , 
billings of $2,000,000 for the four- | 
sponser spread. 
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Gumshoes In 





‘Have You Seen My—’ 

Earl Ebi and Ezra MaciIn- 
tosh, J. Walter Thompson pro- 
ducers, have not only balanced 
off emergency favors but can 
now exchange notes on their 
appendix operations. 


Last October Ebi, while pro- 
ducing the Edgar Sergen 
show. was suddenly stricken 


and MacIntosh, who was on 
the Coast at the time with the 
Jolson stanza, stepped in and 
threw the cues. In New York 
last Sunday (13) MacIntosh, 
while prepping the Bob Shaw 
program (Chase & Sanborn) 
fell heir to a like incident of 
hospitalization, and Ebi, who 
had come on to New York to 
take over the Kraft TV show 
for a while, finished where 
MacIntosh had left off: 








NBC Quick-Change 


Act: It's KOA, KFT : 
For the 49 Ride 


Hollywood, June 15. 


NBC has had a change of heart | 
and has definitely decided to hold . 


‘on to KOA, its Denver owned-and- 


‘operated 50,000-watt station, at 
| least through 1949. Simultaneously, | 
it’s been disclosed that the network | 
has re-signed with Earl Anthony's. 
KFI in Los Angeles, so ba any 
'deal for acquisition of G. A. (Dick) 
Richards’ KMPC as an 0 at o Coast- 
/operation, is now out of ‘the ques-— 
| tion. 

For a while NBC has been con- 
sidering sale of its Denver station | 
on the premise that it would make | 
more business sense to dispose of 
|its investment in the smaller mar- 
‘ket and move in to a more profit- 
able market,. preferably Los An- 
geles, the third largest. Linked 
with this reasoning was the pos- 
sibility of NBC buying KMPC 


(into which Frank Mullen, former | 


/exec veepee of NBC has moved as 
president). 

But the whole picture has 
changed. NBC, for 
doesn’t exactly explain, now fig- 





| ures it’s got a valuable Denver 


reasons it) 





C'S SUN. AT 9 





‘EN SPONSOR TO Ms. Thahrey Left Waiting A 
~ GET PRIZE 07 Church as WPAT Steps in With 


5796 Passaic New Counter-Deal 


Whoever buys WW, when he checks | 


The Sunday night ABC 9 to 9: 15 
period is a Walter Winchell ‘must.’ 


off the Jergens payroll at the end 


of the year after a 16-year associa- 


tion. also gets the coveted time slot. 
It's the second time in radio 


where a top Hooper-pulling per- | 


sonality controls the network time, 
the other being Jack Benny 
NBC. 

Right now there’s a flock of bid- 
ding for Winchell’s services with 


| Kiss and Make Up 


CBS’ recent bid to romance 
Walter Winchell into the Co- 
lumbia fold following the Jer- 
gens splitup recalls that during 
1943 Winchell and CBS feuded 
openly. 
Paul Kesten, then CBS gen- 
' eral manager, addressed a 
roundrobin to newspapers, say- 
ing in part: “We feei that he 
| has grossly distorted these 
| (CBS) policies in his comments 
and therefore asked him to 
publish the enclosed letter, in 
fairness to us and his readers. 
Mr. Winchell refused this re- 


quest we now ask you pub- 
lish this letter if (as we as- 
| sume) you carried the Win- 
| chell columns which attacked 
ae 
The CBS news policy at- 
tacked by Winchell was first 
spelled out in detail during 


the war preparation months of 
1939. largely under Edward 
Klauber’s influence. Klauber 
had been trained on the New 
York Times. From the outset 
CBS always adhered to the 
most conservative news policy 
in American radio and repeat- 
edly won praise and awards 
because of it. 





the major soap companies particu- | 
vg interested. At the moment 
looks like a draw between 
Procter & Gamble and Lever Bros., 
\with Kaiser-Fraser also getting 
| serious consideration. 
| ABC. which signed up Winchell | 
as its own “baby” a couple of weeks 
| back, guaranteeing him a minimum | 
of $520,000 a year, is holding off on 
‘a new commercial deal until after 
July 1. 





-cupant of the 9 o’clock berth (also 
holding the 9:15-9:30 slot for its 
Woodbury co-product). Thus the 
‘angle that intrigues the trade, so 


far as ABC is concerned, is whether | 


a network can be insensitive to the 
heaving out of a client who over a 
/span of years has poured many 
| millions into the web coffers. With 
| Winchell remaining as a permanent 
| fixture at 9, it’s considered a cer- 
| tainty that Jergens will scram out 
of the ABC pictures completely, 
including the release of its 9:15 
time franchise. 

There’s talk that Jergens is look- 
ing for an NBC slot for a suecessor 
show to Winchell, with the report 
that George Jessel’s current N. Y. 
trip is principally to talk over a 
deal for a Jergens program. 








Schnozzola Looks 
Sealtest-Bound 


|property that it’s going to hold on | 


/to—and KFI remains as the L.A. 
‘outlet. 


Celanese Mulls ‘Our Town’ 
As a Network Showcase 


Celanese is considering sponsor- 
‘ship of “Our Town,” adapted from 
the Thornton Wilder prizé-winning | 
play. It would be a weekly half- | 





owns the radio rights. The actor) 


‘ated on the stage by the late. 
| Frank Craven. 


| N. W. Ayer agency, as of yester- 
| day ‘Tues.), was deep in the throes 
of trying to bring Sealitest and 
i\Jimmy Durante together. Ayer 
‘came into possession of the Seal- 
test account last week in its switeh- 
over trom McKee, Albright agency, 
and with Ayer’s top personality on | 
ithe “availability” list as # result of | 
ithe Rexall-Durante divorce, and 
with Sealtest on the hunt for star- 
'bait, it looked like a natural wed- | 


of | ‘hour, starring Ralph Bellamy, who | ,ding for the agency. 


Meanwhile Old Gold via Lennen 


Period is | would play the narrator part cre- | | & Mitchell is also mays a pitch | 


‘for Durante. 
Sealtest dropped Jack Carson | 


on | 


Jergens has been a longtime oc-— 





Freda Hennock OK’d 


Washington, June 15. 
Nomination of Freda Hen- 
| nock, New York attorney, as 
member of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission, for a 
full seven-year term, was ap- 
proved today by the Senate 
Commerce committee by an 
8-0 vote. 
Matter 


i 
} 


will go to the full 
Senate for ratification tomor- 
row (Wed. ) or Thursday. 


ABC Stock Price, 
Buy-Shy Status, 
Cues Eyebrow Lift: 


| American Broadcasting Co. stock, 

;which was put on the market three 
|weeks before at $9 a share, last 
‘week was being offered at 85% as 
lcompared to the bidding price of 
| 8¥4 This is the $4,500,000 issue 
}which Dillon, Reed & Co. under- 
|wrote, and from which ABC netted 
| $4,000,000. 

| Stock’s trend caused some eye- 
|brow-lifting among Wall Street 
specialists in electronics shares and 
|speculation over its significhnce. 
| Thought expressed in one quarter 
'was that the hesitancy to invest 
‘might be attributed either to an 
|anticipated slowdown in the broad- 
|easting business or concern over 
ithe profit factor during the transi- 
‘tionary span from radio to televi- 
sion. 

The underwriting was part of a 
‘twin financing deal which brouglit 
|ABC. $9,000,000, the other $5,000,- 

000 being a loan from the Pruden- 
‘tial Life Insurance Co. The web 
/used $4,000,000 of this to pay off 
‘some outstanding notes. The resi- 
due of the $9,000,000 plus seme 
cash on hand will be used to de- 
velop TV stations in New York, 
Chicago, Detroit, Los Angeles and 
‘San Francisco along with ABC 
video network facilities. 


Revamp Seen on Shore 
Show in Autumn Due To 
Client Rating Squawk 


Philip Morris is far from happy 
over the Hooper returns on its 
Tuesday night “Call for Music” 
show on NBC. With a talent-pro- 
duction budget in excess of $10,000 
a week, the Dinah Shore-Harry 
James-Johnny Mercer program 
isn’t paying off in audience pull 
nearly as well as Milton Berle did 
for the ciggie company, and Berle’s 
show was in a much lower cost 
bracket. 

Show goes off for the summer 
at the end of this month and when 
Miss Shore returns in the fall there 
will be a new format, with James 
and Mercer among those missing. 
No replacements have been set as 
yet, but in keeping with Miss 
Shore’s stylized singing, it'll be a 
more soothing musical—and more 
soothing on the Philip Morris 
bankroll. 


FC&B’s Int'l Setup 

















An affiliate company, Foote, 
|Cone & Belding International 
'Corp., has been formed by the 
| FC&B agency to handle its for- 


‘eign business. The new subsid- 
| iary starts with .$4,000,000 annual 
billings. 


Headquarters of the  interna- 


tiena! outfit are in the FC&B of-! 


| Sherman & Marquette has sub- and for awhile it looked like the fices in New York, with European 


mitted the show to the sponsor, | 
whose last network series was! 
“Great Moments in Music.” 


| Joan Davis negotiations for a, re- 
‘turn to her original Sealtest spot 
‘were making headway. 


# Involved in the sudden sale yes- 


|terday (Tuesday) of WPAT, Pater- 
son, N. J., to the Passaic Herald- 
News was a_ kept-waiting-at-the- 
church episode which is perhaps 
without precedent in radio. While 
Mrs. Dorothy Thackrey, co-pub- 
lisher and editor of the N. Y. Post 
and Home News, and her counsel, 
Morris Ernst, awaited the return 
of the Herald-News’ lawyer to put 
the final touches to a contract 
which would have made the Jersey 
paper the owner of her WLIB, 
Brooklyn, WPAT's president, James 
V. Cosman rushed in and made a 
deal for himself. The sale price of 
WPAT is about $575,000. 

Cosman’s move to dispose was 
influenced primarily by the fact 
that the Herald-News’ purchase of 
WLIB, a 10,000 watter on 1190 
k.c., would give him a competitor 
iright next door. Other factors 
were Cosman’s leeriness about get- 
| ting in ty > into radio with FM, 
for which WPAT has a construc- 
| tion permit, and the competitive. 
|approach of television. Cosman’s 
partner and chairman of the board, 
Donald Flamm, at first strongly 
opposed the sale but relented after 
much persuasion from Cosman. 

WPAT operates on 1,000 watts. 





The acquisition by the Her- 
ald-News ineludes the = station’s 
FM construction permit and a 


mountain, High Mount, covering 
1,000 acres, which the station had 
bought for the location of the FM 
transmitter. Deal permits Cosman 
a small stock ownership and his 
retention of WPAT'’s management, 
principally so that he can overseer 
the FM installation. 

Negotiations with Mrs. Thackrey 
had reached the point where there 
was little left«but the actual con- 
summation. Had it gone through 
Mrs. Thackrey would have been 
rid of her remaining radio prop- 
erty, since she had already sold 
her Los Angeles and San Francisco 
operations (subject to FCC ap- 
preval). 

A further tronic twist about the 
Jersey manipulations was the fact 
that when Flamm got into the deal 
he found that the néwspaper was 
represented by the Wa law 
firm of Dempsey & Kaplowitz, with 
whom he had been in bitter con- 
troversy for years. It was D & K 
who handled for Edward A. Noble 
the purchase of WMCA, N. Y., 
from Flamm, and whom Flamm 
charged in subsequent litigation 
had spearheaded the drive to force 
him to sell. 


South's Spot Biz 
At 8-Year Low 


For the first time since 1940 © 
southern stations are experiencing 

a slideoff in spot business. Opera- 
ine from below the Mason-Dixon 
line reported while visiting their 
New York station reps last week 
that bookings for June, July and 
August indicate that the billings 
level for those months will be at 
least 10% under what it was for 
the like periods of '47. 

The station men seemed to be of 
the opinion that it was too early to 
construe this as the precursor to a 
trend, preferring to believe it re- 
flected a temporary readjustment. 


EVE ARDEN SET FOR 
‘BROOKS. IN H’ WOOD 


Hollywood, June 15. 
CBS is giving “Our Miss Brooks” 
a Hollywood origination and set 
Eve Arden for the lead. Change 
was ordered by Hubbell Robinson, 
Jr., CBS program chief after the 











| Shirley Booth deal curdled. 


operations eentering in the Situation comedy piece tees up 
| agency ’s London office, and a/ July 5 with Don Ettinger seript- 
branch in Switzerland. ing. 
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CLUB 
Sith Basing Kaye Orchestra, Don 
Cornell, Dick Edwards, Laura 
“ Leslie, Kaydets 
Producer-Director: Bob Moss 
45 Mins.; Mon.-thrn-Fri., 7 p.m. 
CHESTERFIELD 
NBC, from New York 
(Newell-Emmett ) 


Sammy Kaye’s orchestra took 
over the Chesterfield Supper Club 
from Perry Como and Jo Stafford 
a week ago Monday (7) and intro- 
duced a new idea opined to be in 
keeping with the Ciub premise— 
staging a different type show every 
night. It has much merit and some 
drawbacks since it is based on the 
thought that listeners are consist- 
ent nightly tuners to the broadcast. 

Kaye for years has been con- 
stantly trying to develop himself 
and his band as radio material. And 
he has been. successful with 
such shows as his “Sunday 
Serenade,” “So You Want to Lead 
a Band” (mainstay of stage shows). 
Both of these ideas are incorporated 
in the ciggie string and they high- 
light the week’s doings. 5 

Kaye tees off Monday evenings 
with a program of hit tunes, ably 

erformed by his sugary orchestra. 
Puesdays he devotes to the “Sere- 
nade” idea into which he inserts 
the reading of poems. Wednesday 
is the “Lead a Band” gimmick, and 
Thursday goes as “guest night. 
Friday is devoted to colleges 
throughout the country. 

By and large the thought of vary- 
ing each night’s approach to the 
listener is good showmanship even 
though it may militate against the 
accepted process of building a fol- 
lowing for a particular pattern. in 
this case a band is invoived rather 
than a personality and the thought 
is to vary the probable monotony 
of a straight musical show. Kaye 
easily achieves that change of color 
and in the process stages some 
mighty interesting broadcasts, 
which, in the sum-up, overbalances 
the thought that some tuners might 
single out certain night’s shows and 
diai only those. Mee 

Of the string, Kaye’s “Lead a 
Band” idea is foremost. It involves 
ameteur guest leaders and incor- 

rates a giveaway idea. As the am 
Potohecrs do their stuff, Kaye calls 
listeners by phone all over the 
country. If they can single out the 
guest maestro who eventually gets 
most applause from the studio audi- 
ence, there’s a jackpot of prizes. If 
none can, the pot builds weekly. 
Idea is good for television, too. 

Second in line is the “Serenade 
idea, an excellent mood show. 
Guest night, of course, depends on 
the act used, but Kaye’s idea is to 
feature non-name acts gauged to 
have a chance for stardom. Re- 
mainder of the shows are musical | 
and they’re nicely tuned for the | 

verage ear. } 
7 Ail told, the string is listenable 
radio. Wood. 





JOHNNY FLETCHER 
With Bill Goodwin, Sheldon Leon- 
ard, Joan Banks, Jee Kearns, 
Pete Leeds, Doskin, Gloria 
Blondell; B Adlam_ orch; 
Owen James, announcer 
Writers: Bob Rys, David Freidkin, 
: Morton Fine 
Producer: Don Sharpe 
Director: Bill Reusseau 
30 Mins., Sun., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from Hollywood 
Another in the list of comedy- 
drama whodunits, this series stands 
up pretty well, both for perform- 
ance and dialog. Lines are good, 
enerally humorous, sometimes a 
ittle overdone with corn. Situa- 
tions are interesting and suspense- 
ful, and on the lighter side. Per- 
formances by Bill Goodwin, as 
quick-witted amateur sleuth Flet- 
cher, and by Sheldon Leonard, as 
his wililng but slow friend Sam, 
pace a good cast. 
Chapter caught Sunday (13) 
dealt with a mysterious phono- 
raph record left with Jhonny and 
am by an attractive, strange 
femme; the gorilla who tried first 
to buy it from them, then to pry it 
loose by force; the apparently 
harmless pop song on e disk, 
with its rming code-like re- 
frain, and the romantic adven- 
tures that ensued. Pleasant Sab- 
bath evening thriller fare. Bron. 


OUTSIDE OF SPORTS 
My pr Be “thru-Fri. 6:25 p.m. 
“> ’ : D. 
SAILORS 


CANN 
WOK, Cle nd 

Here’s a five-minute seeets 
show be perked ‘up to hold lis- 
tener . An ex-sports writ- 


er for many years, Godley gives his 
broadeasts a distinctive personal 
touch, not being afraid to let the 
voice show and drip sarcasm when 
necessary. He uses a_ succinct, 
punch style that does not waste 
; beta d =. he anes the field of 
of vately. 

_. Commercials are short and God- 


ties them in to 
em give 


AN EVENING WITH ROMBERG | SONGS BY MORTON DOWNEY 


With Brunetta Marsalini, John 
Howard; Fort Pearson; Sigmund 
Rémberg and orch; Red O’Con- 
nor, announcer 

Director: Keith McLeod 

30 Mins., Tues., 10:30 p.m. 

BROWN & WILLIAMSON 

NBC, from New York 

(Russel M. Seeds) 


Sigmund Romberg is back for 
the fourth season on the summer 
air circuit, to present an emi- 
nently listenable half-hour of 
soothing, “middle-brow” music in 
hfs “Evening” for Raleighs. The 
soft, soothing melodies; the lack 
of ear-splitting cacophonies; the 
original, schmaltzy arrangements 
of well-known, well-loved Ameri- 
cana tunes, all make for an attrac- 
tive program and an _ excellent 
salespoint for Raleighs.* . 

Which is more than can be said 
for its singing commercial, with 
its annoying delayed beat and gen- 
eral nondescript quality. Com- 
mercial, in addition, is overlong as 
well as overdone. 

But to return to Romberg, Tues- 
day’s (8) preem had some excellent 
music, of Romberg’s as well as 
other contemporary composers. A 
healthy portion was given over to 
a generous tribute to fellow-com- 
poser Irving Berlin, in a cavalcade 
of the latter’s songhits played in 
very unusual, appealing arrange- 
ments. Brunetta Marsalini dis- 
played a lovely, lyric soprano in 
“Alice Blue Gown” and “Mother” 
and in duet with John Howard in 
“Your Land and My Land.” The 
orchestra flashed spiritedly through 
“June Is Bustin’ Out,” “Merry 
Widow Waltz” and “Silver Moon,” 
for a neat variety of music styles. 
This Romberg is dependable. 

Bron. 


WE, THE LIVING 

With Melvyn Douglas, others 
Writer: Allan E. Sloane 
Producer: Himan Brown 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 10:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

NEC, from New York 


This is the fourth of a series of 
programs cued to United Jewish 
Appeal, offered by NBC in con- 
junction with latter organization to 
spark its drive in the $250,000,000 
destiny campaign., It again points 
up the Nazi inhuman treatment 
and murder of Jews during the 
war and was handled as an episodic 
account assuring those who per- 
ished that they have not died in 
vain, nor are they forgotten. 

Melvyn Douglas narrates a series 
of the unfortunate instances in his 
usual superb manner: Format is 
answer to the dead of what the 
living are doing to build a new 
life in Palestine, succor those 
bereft of parents and wherewithal 
when madman Hitler’s henchmen 
struck, ending on a note of hope 
that there will never be a repeti- 
tion of such murder and brutality 
to the Jewish race. 

It was stark, moving drama 
throughout, ably handled by Doug- 
las, tightly scripted by Allan E. 
Sloane and directed expertly by 
Himan Brown. Edba. 


MARYLAND OPINION 
With Matt Thomas, narrator 
Producer-writer: Robert Kyiger 
15 Mins.; Sun., 6:35 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WMAR-FM, Baltimore 

Smart projection of news is a 
standout because of unorthodox 
handling both in garnering and re- 
porting of events by a newspaper- 
controlled station and a newcomer 
to local airwaves. Already in the 
video field and developing gradu- 
ally in FM, Baltimore Sun’s sta- 
tion also has an AM allocation still 
to put into swing. Robert Kriger 
has been building documentary and 
live talent shows on the FM end 
and current “Maryland Opinion” is 
proving a weekly standout. 

Utilizing news stories and edi- 
torial comment from daily and 
weekly papers throughout the 
State, Kriger projects them via 
good narration by Matt Thomas and 
situation dialog handled by studio 
stock players. Episodes are nice- 
ly contrasted for treatment and 
good musical hackground by John 
Stidman cues the entire.setup. Hu- 
man interest yarns and touches of 
humor in localized news situations 
make for meaty content. It is prov- 
ing a potent mail puller and should 
provide smart jumping-off place 
for broader projection via TV 

Burm. 





YACHTS AND YACHTING 
With George Curtis 
Writer: Sandy Johnson 
30 Mins., Sunday, 1 p.m. 
Participating 
WGAN, Portland, Me. 
Newspaper - own outlet bor- 
rows idea from _ black-and-white 


lling for near-saturation 
spot sales. It’s the “special” sec- 


or page gimmick, with an arty 
d, some few inches of inconse- 
quential related newscopy, sur- 
rounded by acres of ads that might 
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With Carmen Mastren, conducting; 
Joe King, announcer 

Director, writer: Newt Stammer 

15 Mins.; Tues., Thurs., Sat., 11:15 


p.m. 
COCA-COLA 
NBC, from New York 
(D’Arcy) 

This review is principally for the 
record, since what debuted on 
NBC last Tuesday night (8) was 
melody, verse and personnel, com- 
pletely intact, the series that Mu- 
tual had been bruiting across the 
country since last November. The 
only difference is that Morton 
Downey, whose renown as a Coca- 
Cola franchise holder is only ex- 
ceeded by his fame as a crooning 





personality, now gets a netwcrk 
| key outlet in New York, namely, 
|WNBC. When he and his troupe 
|moved into Mutual, that web’s 
|N. Y. release, WOR, wasn’t. avail- 
able for the show and the indie- 
operated WINS did pinchservice. 


The Downey pipes still roam 
pleasantly over a_ sentimental 
ditty, Carmen Mastren’s instru- 
mental group hues blithely to the 
mood of the occasion by according 
pickup prominence to the violin 
section, the celeste and the organ 
and announcer Joe King delivers 
his program annetations in the 
proper subdued note. Also in the 
cast is a male foursome whose 
specialty is the sort of close har- 
mony that the radio’addict quickly 
identifies with such standards as 
“Little Lindy Lou,” “Just A-Weary- 
ing for You” and “Honey Dat I 
Love So Well,” and which per- 
chance comprised the quartet’s first 
week chores on NBC. 


As becomes the Coca-Cola rep 
in radio, the percentage of blurb is 
so small that it’s negligible. All 
told it can’t amount to more than 
45 seconds on this series. Odec. 


BARBARA WELLES 

With Helen Hall, Dan McCullough 
Director: McCullough 

30 Mins.; Mon. thru Fri., 4 p.m. 
Participating 

WOR, N. Y. 


Helen Hall, spieler formerly 
with WCBM, Baltimore, has 
smoothly taken over the Barbara 
Welles pseudonym which Florence 
Pritchett held down during the 
past season. As permanent replace- 
ment, Miss Hall continues to travel 
in the familiar groove of afternoon 
women’s programs. There’s the 
small talk, fashion chitchat, studio 
audience participation and inter- 
views with celebrities about town. 
This airer moves without apparent 
effort, wafted on a current of light 
chatter that sometimes amuses and 
Dagar rad bores but never taxes 
the intelligence. 


Miss Hall has a good air person- 
ality which she integrates into this 
session with a good sense of pro- 
portion for the other program val- 
ues. Equipped with a cultured but 
friendly voice, she keeps her com- 
ments down to reasonable size and 
never gushes with over-enthusiasm. 
On her preem (14), she sparred 
with the audience on such question 
as “Should a husband help wash 
dishes after supper?” and went 
through a conventional interview 
routine with John Conte, of the 
Broadway hit, “Allegro.” 

Plugs for various bankrollers are 
handled with good taste by Miss 
Hall with a solid assist from Dan 
McCullough, who’s general handy 
man on the show. Herm. 


LET’S LISTEN TO THE VET- 
ERAN 

Producer: Clifford Evans 

15 Mins., Sunday 7:45 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WHLI,; Hempstead, N. Y. 


Several years after the enact- 
ment of the GI Bill of Rights and 
other veteran legislation, the ma- 
jority of former servicemen are 
still in the dark as to how their 
rights can be best protected and 
how individual problems can best 
be resolved under this special 
legislation. 

The WHLI program, “Let’s 
Listen to the Veteran” provides an 
excellent forum for the discussion 
of these problems. It is evident 
that the questions asked by various 
former GI’s are typical and the an- 
swers provided by a panel of rep- 
resentatives of the various depart- 
ments of the Veterans Administra- 
tion are authoritative and helpful. 

Program on its own gives the ex- 
servicemen advice on various prob- 
lems. On session caught, show 
warned that the GI home loans 
cover only the monetary end of the 
transaction. There’s no guarantee 
that even under the GI bill, a par- 
ticular house will be built in work- 
manlike manner. am asked 
that GI’s seek out the best advice 
on this type of business transac- 
tion which will probably be one of 
the most important they'll make in 
their lives. 

Show is transcribed in a spot 
convenient to both = and 

ose. 
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THE HALLMARK PLAYHOUSE 
With James Hilton, narrator; John 
Mcintyre, Allan Reed; Frank 
Goss, announcer 
Writer: Jean Halloway 
Producer-Director: William Gay 
Musical Director: Lyn Murray 
30 Mins., Thur., 10 p.m. 
HALLMARK 
CBS, from Hollywood 
(Foote, Cone & Belding) 
Another of the new shows to hit 
the airwaves in early summer, the 
Hallmark Playhouse is a dramatic 
half-hour with name narrator, un- 
derwritten by Hallmark Greeting 
Cards. This first show was aus- 
picious on the counts of narrator, 
story and dramatic presentation, 
and if others of the series live up 
to this level of listening, radio has 
an interesting new drama session. 
In setting up this new series Hall 
Brothers, Inc., the greeting card 
firm, has sought a pattern whereby 
it could consistently bring inter- 
esting and compelling stories to 
the loud speaker. Someone with a 
literary reputation and knowledge 
of the field was sought, and the 
nod* went to Hilton, the British- 
born (but now acclimated Holly- 
woodian) novelist and screen scrib- 
bler. Hence, Hilton’s is a key 
role, not only as narrator, but as 
a literary figure to choose storics 
for dramatization. The switch by 
Halimark to this personality-dra- 
matic show from the Reader's Di- 
gest Radio Edition, for which it has 


past two seasons, is a considerable 
one. 


Hilton has his first association 
with a regular weekly national net- 
work show, and exhibits a mike 
personality flavored not only by 


a great deal to the program. 
choice of “The Devil and Daniel 
Webster,” by 


initial presentation, as the yarn 
about the great barrister who res- 
cues a faltering New Englander’s 
soul from the cyitches of Lucifer 
has plenty of mixin’s for good dra- 
matics. As directed by Bill Gay, 
with John McIntyre and Allan 
Reed in leading roles, it proved 
highly listenable. Music by Lyn 
Murray and handling of the Hall- 
mark commercials by Frank Goss 
were more than adequate. 


The Halimark Playhouse con- 
tinues for the time being with Hil- 


ton turns to comedy with ‘Mrs. 
Union Station” for the second 
stanza, and formula calls for him 
+to mix them up right along. 

Quin. 


ROCKABYE DUDLEY 
With Dick Dudley 
Sustaining 

15 Mins.; Mon., 11:15 p.m. 
WNBC, N. Y. 

Local 
of late, has been veering to the 
soothing type of music instead of 
the dance remotes that at one time 
were the vogue. 
the general run of hard-working 
citizen who feels the need to un- 
wind before dimming the light. 


Conséquently, ‘Rockabye Dud- 
ley” a 15-minute stanza of purring 
talk and a sapient selection of 
disks is a soothing session that will 
accomplish . its restful mission. 
Dick Dudley, emceeing the show, 
has a line of poetic talk stressing 
the elimination of care, the neces- 
sity and clearing the mind of the 
day’s travail, which should put the 
listener at ease. 


Dudley’s recordings have a great 
deal of variety. He’s got disks 


which will sooth even though 
there’s a jive motif, and a group- 
ing of salon arrangements which 
are always easy on the ear. 

Jose. 





Follow-up Comment 
99996664 4444444664644464656!2 


Writer of the second installment 
of “New America” on WMCA, N.Y., 
Sunday night (13) must have been 
saturated in the Horatio Alger tra- 
dition. Even though the object of 
the show was worthy propaganda, 
appeal for contributions to the 
United Jewish Appeal, the central 
DP character of the dramatization 
and his rapid adaptation to his 
American surroundings were so 
fantastically overdrawn as to viti- 
ate the force of the whole thing. 
Only one in the cast that sounded 
plausible was Marcia Hunt who 
doubled from narrator to the role 
of a staff worker for the Joint Dis- 
tribution Committee, which the 
UJW supports. Bartley Crum, pub- 
lisher of PM and associated with 
the United Palestine Appeal, fol- 
lowed the sketch with a talk on the 
urgency of the UJW’s current drive 
for money. 








pees 





footed the bills over most of the | 


his British accent but also by a/'} 
certain amiability which can lend | Producer: Robert Maxwell 
His | Writer: Bud Fishel 


Stephen Vincent | 30 Mins., 
Benet, was a fortunate one for the | 


ton as its only name, though there | 
is a possibility that name players | 
may appear water on the show. Hil- | 


late-hour programming, | 


It’s a break for | 
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JACK AND CLIFF 

With Jack Pearl, Cliff Hall, Ann 
Thomas, Dick Karlan, Johnny 
Gibson, Hazel Shermet, Florence 
McMichael, Bryan Raeburn, 
Craig McDonald, Joe O’Brien, 
Bernie Gould; Eve Young, Jack 
Allison quartet; Bob Sherry, an- 
nouncer; Milton Katims, conduc- 


tor 

Writers: Paul Harrison, Joe 
O’Brien, Bernie Gould 

Producer: Paul Harrison 

30 Mins.; Wed., 8:30 p.m., EDT 

U. S. TREASURY 

NBC, from New York 


Jack Pearl, once the _ biggest 
thing in radio with his Baron 
Munchausen series for Lucky 
Strike, is back with his. familiar 
Dutch comic routine with Cliff Hali 
in this Wednesday night summer 
filler on NBC, for the U. S. Treas- 
try. The fact that Pearl is now sup- 
|posedly a businessman and that 
|there are numerous other charac- 
| ters is inconsequential. The stanza 
\is still mostly straight man-comic 
routines with Hall, with Pearl’s role 
and delivery as always. 

As a gesture toward “situation” 
there’s a succession of freak com- 
edy stooges, but the show repeat- 
edly returns to the same old two- 
way wheezes of Pearl and Hall. It’s 
dated radio, with the slightest of 
;modern dressings, such as a so-so 
i|middle musical break by Eve 
Young and the Jack Allison quar- 
tet. The studio audience at the 
premiere sounded convulsively 
| amused. Hobe. 








CRIMINAL CASEBOOK 

With Donald Hastings, John Syl- 
vester, Betty Garde, Mitzi Gould, 

Kran Laiierty, Santos Ortega, 

| Bill Keene, Jimmy Blaine, Nel- 

| son Case, John Gart Orch 


| Sustaini 
Filan. 8:30 p.m. 
ABC, from New York 


“Criminal Casebook,” with a 
clinical approach to the recounting 
of tales of evildoers, overcomes 
the objection that’s been leveled 
against radio’s crime wave. This 
series more than gives the impres- 
sion that crime doesn’t pay. 

With emphasis on a criminal’s 
background, so that the listener 
may understand the events leading 
up to the deed, the dramatic sub- 
stance has been diminished to the 
point where there’s little left but a 
case history. 

Story starts off by roughly 
sketching the crime and then deives 
| into the factors that made its com- 
mission a logical conclusion. Any 
suspense is immediately eliminated 
_and episodic background sketches 
fail to provide an adequate sub- 
| stitute. The session’s writing 
doesn’t live up to the impression 
that facts can be made exciting. 

The enactments are good, al- 
|though performers are hampered 
'by material. A first-rate cast has 
| been gathered and musical back- 
‘ground by John Gart is okay. 

The session has been given the 
' blessing of the Society of Preven- 
tion of Crime and even if the yarns 
,are out of the Society's records, 





_there’s little indication that truth 
_can be more exciting than fiction. 
Jose. 





| OUT OF DARKNESS 
| With Stefan Schnabel, Abee 

Lewis, Ted Osborne, Bill Lazar, 

Eric Dressler, Ann Shephard, 

Scot McKay - 
Writer: Ben Kegan 
Director: James Sheldon 
aye ven — Hudes 

ns; Sun., (13), 11: 
Sustaining nso 
WNCA, N. Y. 

A half-hour dramatic show in be- 
half of the Citizens Committee on 
Displaced Persons, “Out of Dark- 
ness” is another tale of horror com- 
ing out of the last war. Adapted 
from a recent picture yarn in 
Look mag, program focused on the 
past and current history of a Polish 
family that was recently admitted 
into the U. S. This program did 
little more than repeat the circuit 
of gas chambers, crematoria, con- 
centration and slave labor camps 
that have become a hallmark of 
shows dealing with the European 
situation. A fresh approach, some 
new backgrounds and a less repeti- 
tious tone might prove more effec- 
tive in hammering home this out- 
fit’s urgent message. 

Despite its familiarity, however, 
this program managed to strike 
some moving dramatic effects. But 
the dominant tone was senti- 
mentality in both the horror of 
Europe and the happiness of 
America. This program tried 
tickling the vanity of America 
into letting in some more d.p.’s. As 
a result, the program failed to ring 
true at several points. A firstrate 
cast and good direction made the 
show as convincing as possible. 
This program, through transcrip- 
tion, was also heard on over 450 
stations across the country. 


p.m. 
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2-Pronged Radio-Pix Gangup 


Washington, June 15. 


There’s a strong possibility here that Eric Johnston, Motion Pic- 


ture Assn. prexy, and Judge Jus 


in Miller, NAB topper, will join 


forces to work out a united legal attack toward getting films and 
radio formally recognized as entitled to the same protection as the 


press under the First 
soth organizations have 
spokes 


been 


in taking the matter to the 
Johnston has recognized the right 
ment and Miller has 


and state censorship of films, 
of general programming, on the 


Amendment of the Federal Constitution. 


interested in the situation, and 


nen at NAB headquarters think that a two-pronged attack 
Supreme Court 


would do the job. 


s of radio under the First Amend- 
returned the compliment for pictures. 
ever both industries continue to smart 


How- 


under restrictions—local 


on the one hand, and FCC control 


other. 


While Johnston recently denied any immediate putsch to get the 
celluloid traffic under the First Amendment tent, despite the Su- 
preme Court’s recent broad hint that it weuld rule favorably, there 
has been plenty of thinking along these lines in all phases of pic- 


tures. 











Collezes Eye ‘Louisville Experiment’ 


a | » — Plays,” with Walter Hamp- 
With Preem of Courses-by-Radio <seisct'.pvmnm.cpesaans 
} 


Louisville, June 15. 

Locally inspired project to give 
college courses for credit, by ra- 
dio, is nearing point of becoming 
a reality. First airing of a nation- 
wide program series will be on the 
air Jun. 25. WAVE will air the 
first of a series of programs of 
dramatized great novels. Univer- 
sity of Louisville classes in the 
English department will listen, 
and then spend a half-hour dis- 
«cussing the books. Airings will be 
carried by NBC. 

Locally worked out plan will 
be that courses are open to any- 
one in Louisville, upon their regis- 
tering at any branch library for 
the course. They will be suvvlied 
with study material, and will have 
facilities to hear the broadcasts. 
Course will be of 10 weeks’ dura- 
tion, and students will study sev- 
eral books, after which they will 
take examinations under super- 
vision. Those passing the exami- 
nations will be = given’ college 
credit for the course, provided 
the. 
college. Those not 
university registration, but who 
pass the radio course, will be 
‘given a_ certificate testifying to 
that effect. 

Selecting Books 

Harvey Curtis Webster, former 
U. of L. instructor, will conduct 
the covrse. He’s currently select- 
ing the books. and was in New 
York Monday (14) to set up series 
details. 

Education by radio project was 
worked out in preliminary form 
by Mayor Charles Farnsley and 
Dr. Johr W. Taylor of the Univ. 
of Louisville. A number of experi- 
mental recordings were mad, and 
the plan was to air these over a 
local FM station. However, as the 
deal now shapes, Sterling Fisher, 
of NBC. after a visit here and an 
exploratory conference on the sub- 
ject, arranged to adapt the plan 
tor NBC. He reported to Niles 
Trammel, prez of the network, who 
went for the idea prorto. 

The Univ. of Louisville will pro- 
vide college-classroom discussion 
of the books, NBC will produce 


professional dramatization of the | 


novels. The university will operate 
its registration system through the 
libraries, and will provide mate- 
rials for study and examination. 
While the airings can be heard on 
a national basis, credits can be ob- 
tained only by those who register 
at the U. of L. locally. The 
“Louisville Experiment” is being 
watched by other colleges. 


‘You Are There’ to Be 
Disked for School Use 


“You Are There,” the Goodman- 
Ace coneeived, Robert L. Shayon- 
produced CBS series (formerly 











+ = 


Bread on the Waters 


The Bread Basket daily cufio 
performances at Times Square, 
N.Y., has paid off with its first 
potential radio personality. 

One of the WOR (N.Y.) pro- 
ducers was passing last week 
when he stopped to listen to 
Barbara Ashley, singer in the 
“Ballet Ballads,” currently on 
Broadway. He liked what he 
heard and next day. she was 
spotlighted on the station’s 
“Music Box’ program. WOR 
is now thinking in terms of a 





are eligible for entrance to | 
eligible for | 


regular spot for her. 


WDSU Sold For 
6756; Weber Stays 


New Orleans, June 15. 
Edgar B. Stern, Jr., president of 
| International City Broadcasting 
|Serviee, Inc., said yesterday (14) 








| that he had entered into agree- 


iment over the weekend to pur- 
|chase all stock of Stephens Broad- 
casting Co., Inc., operators of 
WDSU here. The price was $675,- 
000, he said. 


Transfer of ownership is con- 
tingent upon approval of FCC. 
The agreement, Stein added, was 
to purchase all stock, licenses, 
fixed as:ets as well as substantial 
amount of cash accounts receiva- 
ble and current assets. Purchase 
price also includes the _ station’s 
government permit to construct 
FM outlet as well as a television 
station. Fred Weber, present gen- 
eral manager, will be retained in 
post under new management. 


‘WASH, STATE B’CASTERS 
GREET-PRES. TRUMAN 


Seattle, June 15. 


The annual meeting of the 
| Washington Assn. of Broadcasters 








i was held at a strategic time last 


week, with the radioites meeting in 
Olympia on the day President Tru- 
man was a guest of Gov. Wallgren. 
|The broadcasters were entertained 
jin the Governor's office, where 
‘they met President and Mrs. Tru- 
|}man and daughter Margaret. 





| Officers were reelected as fol- | 


|lows: president, Tubby © Quilliam, 
KTBI, Tacoma; secretary-treasurer, 
Bob Priebe, KRSC, Seattle, and 
vice - president, Oliver Runchey, 
| KOL, Seattle. 
Annual meeting was climaxed by 
'a cocktail party and dinner at the 
Olympia Golf and Country Club. 





called “CBS Is There”) may appear | 


as an atbum for school use. In- 
terest developed because of reac- 


tion among educators. It has been | 


hailed as an ideal shortcut to the 
study of history. 

The involved questions of clear- 
ance, music, union, author royalties 
and so on are now being investi- 
gated te how see practical these 
notions are. Columbia Records will 


prob»dly make one album experi- 


mentally. 


| Chesterfield FM Hypo 


| FM radio in New York was 
given a boxoffice hypo last week 
‘when Chesterfield -signed with 


| Giants home games. 


Ciggie company currently spon- 
| sors the games on WMCA, N. Y., 
and WOR’s FM arm will be cut 


in for a simultaneous pickup. 


~ 


EPISCOPALIAN 
RADIO CONCEPT 


Representing a whole new ap- 
| proach to radio on the premise 





that “it is not our function to teach | 


doctrine on the radio; that’s for 
the minister in the church,” the 
National Council of Episcopal 
| Churches will spend $1,000,000 for 
la nighttime series of dramatic 
shows on the Mutuai network. 

It also represents a new concept 


the first time a network has opened 
'a nighttime segment for church- 
sponsored shows. lutual has set 
period, starting Oct. 1, for the new 
series, titled “Great Scenes From 


in scenes from “Cyrano.” Earle 
McGill has been pacted as the di- 
rector, with John Daly as an- 
nouncer, and the Nathan Kroll or- 
chestra will background the series. | 
The whole talent’ roster of the | 





in religious programming, marking | 





‘MERCHANDISING’ 


Industry's Bid to Put Deep Freeze 
On FCC Powers Thwarted: Revamped 
White Bill Headed 


for Nowhere 





| This Is FM? 
Now they're giving away the 
people who give giveaways 
Dick Randall, who conducts 
| a comedy series Sundays on 
| WGYN-FM, New York, has de- 
| cided to end the something-for- 
nothing - for-the-listener craze 

by giving away people—real, 
live people. The comic claims 
| that members of the Gagwrit- 
| ers institute wiii be given 
| free to dialers who correctly 
answer questions aired on the 
show. The live prizes are to 
be available to run errands, 
wash dishes, sit with babies, 
etc. 

Well, new they can no long- 
er describe FM as ‘static-less 
radio.” 








a 
| 
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at the disposal of the church, 
Ge-to-Church Plea 


Cost of the show will be pro- 
rated among the Episcopal churches 
throughout the country. There 
will be a three-minute open-end 
for a local cut-in in which the local 
clergymen will do the “commer- 
cial,’ in this instance a plea for 
people to go to church. It will be 
a message directed to all peoples 
of all denominations, but with the 
recommendation that, if they are 
not members of any church, they 
might try the local Episcopal con- 
gregation. Mutual was favored in 
view of its 500-plus affiliates, thus 
permitting for that many Episcopal 
| clergymen to be cut in at the tail 
}end of the show. (ABC had also 
offered its nighttime facilities for 
; the program.) 
| Show is being handled through 
| the H. B. Humphreys agency 
| (which has also handled the Chris- 
_tian Science account) and was more 
| than a year in preparation, with 
/such know-how radioites as Bill 
| Ramsey, of Procter & Gamble, 
lending an assist in blueprinting 
the format and “merchandising” 
plan. 

The Humphreys agency had to 
tear down considerable opposition, 
particularly in its reasoning that 
the main burden of the show was 
to reach the 70,000,000 people who 
| are not attending services of an 
kind and that by following the pre- 
vailing method of slotting religioso- 
sponsored programs in Sunday 
morning segments, it would only 
|contribute toward hurting the 
| spiritual growth of the nation. 
| Because it was the feeling that 
Sunday morning church programs 
on the air actually keep people 
home from church, the Humphreys 
papeney stuck to its guns on pitch- 
‘ing for a nighttime period—and 
won out. 


WOR Shows In | 


Comic Mag Format 


| 


| WOR (N.Y.) is embarking on a 
“reverse switch” technique. Hav- 
ing seen comic book characters 
adapted to radio, the Gotham sta- 
tion is going into the publishing 
| business in a plan designed to 
‘translate WOR shows and person- 
/alities into comic magazines. 

| Venture tees off with the pub- 
\lication of the station’s ‘“Mysteri- 
(ous Traveler” show as a comic mag, 
jin a tieup with Trans-World Pub- 
ilications. It hits the newsstands 
i July 15, with an initial printing 
of 350.000 copies guaranteed. 

| WOR is now sifting its whole 
catalog of kid, adventure § and 














with pub houses with an eye 
towards a flock of adaptations. 

| “Stop Me If You Heard This 
One” mav be the second to get the 
{comic mag treatment. 


. 


Episcopal Actors’ Guild will be put | Ball Parks To 


Get Com’ Spots 


Spot plug advertising, which 
spilled over from radio into chain 
| grocery stores, is now slipping into 
the nation’s ball parks through a 
new outfit called the Baseball Net- 
work. Organized by the Peterson 
Enterprises, N. Y., Baseball Net- 
| work is currently selling commer- 
cial spots over the public address 
}systems of baseball parks of 35 
‘minor league clubs across the coun- 
try. 
| The “network's” rates are figured 
'on a per capita basis with costs to 
|advertisers assessed in direct pro- 
|portion to paid attendance. Plugs, 
which are limited to a maximum of 
\six for each game, are all of the 
{transeribed musical type angled 
for baseball fan consumption. Ad- 
vertisers using the facilities are’ re- 
‘quired to pick up the tab for a full 
‘season of spots at any given ball 
| park. 

Estimated audience for the net- 
work in its initial season is now 
about 3,000,000. Peterson is cur- 
rently dickering with several major 
league clubs to install his service. 
‘The network pays off the parks in 
‘the form of rentals for use of the 
|public address systems. 


‘MURROW’S STAR DATE 


WITH 48 GOVERNORS 


Edward R. Murrow will devote 
| his eight-week hiatus from Camp- 
‘bell Soups making public appear- 
‘ances around the U. S., including 
a Star date before the governors 
of the 48 states. He weni to Buf- 
falo last week for CBS affiliate 
manager I. S. Lounsberry. 

Murrow, during his first season, 
moved into tup,position for a daily 
strip newscaster. His current posi- 
tion is unique in that he is an 
| executive-turned-ta'ent for three 
times the stipend while meantime 
Be gm his close relationship to 

















, the network is believed as close 
‘to Paley as Murrow, a frequent 
| guest at the Paley estate at Man- 
| hasset, L. I. 





‘Aud Participation Idea 


_ Seen Magnet at WOR, N.Y. 


; In line with its thinking that if 
you build up a strong afternoon 
roster of audience participation 
ishows you can hold on to your 
audience for the rest of the day, 
WOR (N.Y.) has a new Monday- 


coming up in July. 

| This one will be headed up by 
Bud Collyer and will be called “On 
‘Your Mark.” It goes into the 2:30- 
lg p.m. segment. 


} 
| 
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Washington, June 15. 
Tenor of the White radio bill re- 
ported out by the Senate Com- 
merce Committee has served no- 
| tice on big broadcasting that it will 
‘not get radio legislation in the next 


‘| few years putting a ball and chain 


'on the Federal Communications 
| Commission. 

The measure reported to the 
Senate Thursday (10! is not going 
janywhere. But what it contained 
|was enough to prove to the Na- 
tional Assn. of Rroadeasters, the 
'webs, clear channel outlets and 
|others that the Senate committee 
i will never agree to make the sky 
the limit for commercial radio and 
restrict FCC to simply patrolling 
engineering violations of spectrum 
| assignments, 

| The bill would write into law the 
FCC claim that it may check pro- 
gram performance in connection 
with license renewals, and even 
would make statutory the 50,000- 
watt ceiling on station power set 
up by FCC. 

Senator Wallace H. White, (R., 
Me.), chairman of the Commerce 
Committee, told a press confer- 
ence that the bill included “What 
the NAB and Mr. Miller (Justin 
Miller) fired their heaviest guns 
at.” That this was correct was 
shown in the immediate reaction by 
the NAB prexy. 

Only After Fact 

“Although the apparent theory 
is that the FCC would act only af- 
ter the fact, and with regard to the 
so-called ‘overall’ programming 
policy of a licensee,” declared 
Miller in a statcment, “it is clear 
that overall programming cannot 
pe examined in a vacuum—any 
such examination must include a 
consideration of specific protrams. 

“We know from years of prac- 
tical experience that the Commis- 
sion has acted and will continue 
to act before the fact and with re- 
spect to specific programs, unless 
this type of supervisory power is 
denied to it. This plainly is cen- 
sorship before and after the fact. 
It is contrary not mereiy to the 
present Communication Act’s pro- 
hibition of such censorship, but to 
the plain and forbidding language 
of the First Amendment as well. 
We cannot acquiesce in this pro- 
posed legislative repeal of the Con- 
stitutional provision.” 

For several years NAB has been 
the spearhead of a movement to 
cut back the authority of FCC to 
mere technical supervision, and to 
give the broadcasters wider lee- 
way. NAB first began to make 
progress in 1943 when the hearings 
which led to the White-Wheeler 


(Continued on page 36) 


Permanent Musicomedy 
Stock Co. Set for WOR, N.Y. 


WOR (N.Y.) is blueprinting an 
ambitious half-hour program to 
| showcase a permanent stock com- 
|pany of new musicomedy talent. 
| Program is set for an August 
‘preem. It will be called “What 
'Happens” and will be a weekly 
series of satirical revues with orig- 








inal sketches and.songs. 
William S. Paley. No executive at | 


| Sheehan to Buchanan 





As Radio-Tele Director 


John R. Sheehan, formerly head 
of the New York radio office of 
the State Department, has joined 
| the Buchanan agency as director 
‘of radio and television. He suc- 


}eceeds Martin Jones. 


| Before joining the State Depart- 
ment, Sheehan was with various 
radio and television stations, and 


during the war was with OWI. 
| BARON IN FCC CHECKOUT 


: : SB ronne Washington, June 15. 
WOR-FM for a pickup of its N. Y- mystery shows and-is huddling ‘rough-Friday and participationer | 





Theodore Baron, attorney in the 


|Law Department of the Federal 


Communications Commission, has 


‘resigned to join the Washington 


radio law firm ef Acthur W. Schar-- — 
feld. sf 


~ i Bae. 
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NBC’s small television star owes his winning personality to the alter ego voice 

of Bob Smith, and to eleven strings. But Howdy Doody can pull strings himself. 

About 60,000 for example—at last count of requests for his presidential campaign button. 
And 20,468 requests followed the first announcement of the button, with only 


five additional announcements made in the next ten days. 


The Research Director says that a telephone coincidental survey, conducted by NBC 





in the New York area on the last day of the ofler, gave the program a rating of 31. 
: Of an estimated 214,800 sets covered by the NBC Television Network, 31[ or 66,588 sets 


were tuned in. He interprets this to indicate nearly one request for each set... 


( 


and a 330 return for the first announcement. 


The Sales Manager says it’s television's greatest success slory— 
} the most forceful demonstration to date of television's drawing power. 
. Bob Smith says he has a headache; he'd only ordered 5,000 buttons. 
. 
: Howdy Doody says shucks. 
? 
The Research Director’s wife doesn’t interpret figures. To her, Howdy Doody keeps the 
children glued to the set Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays from 5 to 6— 
: and that’s wonderful. She just says she'll be more than happy to buy any product 
e or service a sponsor of Howdy suggests to the youngsters. 
¢ 
So will a lot of other grateful parents of enthusiastic children, 
x 
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Feature Service for Clients, Stations 





Providing television stations and 


advertisers with the kind of shows 
they want at prices they can afford 
to pay will be the first job of the 
newly-created NBC feature service, 
according to department chief Russ 
Johnston. For that reason, Johnston 
plans to take a swing around all 
NBC affiliate stations immediately 
before throwing the feature service 
department into high gear. 





Next step, Johnston said, will be | 
to take the features already pre- | 


pared, such as the Jerry Fairbanks’ 
“Public Prosecutor” 
them on the air commercially. He 
predicted that more 


series, and get | 


advertisers | 


would be encouraged to get into 
the medium. once they see such | 
pix produced especially for tele. 


Despite his continued association 


with Fairbanks, Johnston denied 
any special predilection for film 
over live shows. but emphasized 


that films will play a very impor- 
tant part in building tele’s future. 

Feature service includes the dis- 
tribution of live, as well as film 
shows. to affiliate stations but 
Johnston pointed out that even by 
1949, NBC would be able to feed 
live programs over the coaxial 
cable only to stations in the east 
and midwest. Field for films, con- 
sequently, will be wide open for 
some time to come. He said that 
NBC would also try to buy feature 
films for distribution to affiliates 
but predicted these would only be 
used as time-filling sustainers. Few 
advertisers will be able to.pay for 
the 90 minutes’ running time of 
the average feature, he said. In ad- 
dition, stations will be averse to 
programming feature films during 
cream evening hours when they can 
sell a variety of shows to different 
advertisers. 

Johnston’s department is to han- 
die all NBC sustainers which are 
not sold by the web’s national sales 
department and includes shows fed 
via straigh: film, kinescope record- 
ing or coaxial cable. He plans to 
sell some sustainers on a coopera- 
tive basis locally, either over the 
cable or via filmed recordings. Most 


. important thing, however, he said, 


is to work out some practical pian 
for giving affiliate stations a chance 
to take in some money. 


Par Amends Its 
§. F. Appiication 


Washington, June 15. 

Paramount Television Produc- 
tions yesterday (14) filed a petition 
to amend its application for a tele- 
vision channel in San Francisco. 
During the recent hearings on the 
Coast, FCC ordered Par to supply 
mere recent information on oper- 
ations, estimated cost of construc- 
tion and cost of first year of op- 
eration. 

Continued hearings in the case 
have been set for next Monday 
(21), KROW, CBS, Television Cali- 
fornia, 20th-Fox and Paramount, 
are competing for the three chan- 
nels still available. 

Par told the FCC that its trans- 
mitter site on Mt. Tamalpais. was 
not at present available. 

Revised cost estimates included: 
Transmitter proper, including 
tubes, $100,000; antenna system, 
$27,000; frequency and modulation 
monitors, $10,000; studio technical 
equipment, $208,150; buildings, 
$100,000; other items, $48,000, to- 
taling $493,150. Paramount esti- 
mated the cost of operation for 
the first year at $600,000, but gave 
no figure for estimated revenue 
during that time. 


Crosby Stalls Video Pix 
Until Late Summer 


Hollywood, June 15. 
Bing Crosby, 
to make some experimental tele- 
vision films for Philco in New 
York, will hold off until late this 
summer, making video films when 
he returns here to transcribe his 
standard broadcast show for fall 
season. 

' Phileo and Crosby are undecided 
as yet as to whether video show 
will be a straight duplicate of 
groaner’s radio program or a dis- 
tinct show designed especially for 








It’s TV 2 to 1 


Ad agency execs are now 
convinced that television is 
more important than radio. 

On the day that NBC tele an- 
nounced the appointment of 
MeCann-Erickson radio veepee 
Russ Johnston as chief of its 
new feature service, his secre- 
tary was besieged with inquir- 
ing phone calls from his agency 
friends. At the end of a har- 
ried day at the phone, she 
rushed into her boss, declaring: 
“You might be interested to 
know that the ‘Congratulations, 
it’s wonderful’ messages out- 
numbered 2 to 1 the ‘My God, 
has he lost his mind!’ mes- 

sages.” 


ABC Speeds Up 
Coast TV Bow 


Hollywood, June 15. 

ABC has moved up its coast tele- 
vision start to Nov. 1, one month 
earlier than originally -planned. 
New date was announced by 
Robert Hinckley, network v.p. in 
Washington, following a survey of 
facilities here and noting progress 
of installations. ABC’s Hollywood 
station, KECA-TV, may be linked 
with San Diego a month later on a 
direct carry of the signal 130 miles 
down the coast. 

Kickoff date of net’s Frisco sta- 
tion may also be moved back from 
Dec. 1 should present progress in 
setting up facilities be maintained. 
Richard Goggin, who heads up 
coast TV operations for ABC, is 
due to take over his new duties 
July 15. 











Minn. Tele Programming 
School to Package Own 
Shows for Gen. Mills 


Minneapolis, June 15. 
Twin Cities Television Labora- 
tory here, one of the few television 
progranmyning schools in the coun- 
try, has set up a video package 
agency to record its shows on film. 
Outfit has signed a deal with Gen- 


with shows for national sponsor- 
ship. 

Lab was recently approved as a 
training school under the GI Bill 
but is encountering serious diffi- 
culty in lining up competent in- 
structors. Representative Mel Jass 
returned from N. Y. this week, 
where he endeavored to entice sev- 
eral top network production men 
to teach at the school, but com- 
plained of getting a cold shoulder 
from practically everyone he con- 
tacted. Lab’s chief instructor is 
Ernie Colling, former NBC staff di- 
rector in N. Y. 

School was set up by Joe Beck, 
who also conducts the Beck School 
of Radio. With two — studios 
equipped with DuMont cameras 
and production facilities, it’s now 
offering courses in production, 
acting, announcing, camera tech- 
niques and writing. Students have 
already racked up about 250 cam- 
era hours in their training. 


See Network Deal On 
New Selznick Tele Setup 


Hollywood, June 15. 
Selznick Television Corp. has 
been formed by David O. Selznick 
for the production exclusively of 
video films. 





He- is presently mulling over 





originally slated | 


ail pels. ate 


three men in New York now fully 
|investigating the cost and tiechni- 
cal aspects of television. 

During recent sojurn in N. Y. 
the producer conferred with NBC 


Strotz and CBS chairman of the 
board William S. Paley. Although 
no deal has been set, it is likely 





the next two or three weeks. 
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Guilford’s Tele Show 


Jack Guilford is m.c. of a new 
television show, “Meet the Ex- 
pert.” using’ guest sports names. 
Perry Bruskin, of the “Make Mine 
Manhattan” legit cast, will pro- 
duce, and collaborate with Mike 
Stratton on the scripts. 

Sol Radam is agenting the prop- 
erty for the William Morris agency. 








eral Mills to provide the food firm | 


Selznick stated that plans are 
widespread but still very nebulous. | 


dozens of production ideas and has_ 


Boston will each act as a nucleus 
that part of the new company’s ‘or @ regional television network. 
product will clear through NBC. | This is in fact similar to the way 
Meanwhile STC will produce for | ''¢ other networks are being built, 
TV without regard-to distribution. |@*Cept that in our case the indi- 

Selznick expects to make :a full vidual Shareholders will handle 


announcement of his plans within | their regional expansions, while 


Projection Sets 


| 


Seen Outlet to 


+ 





House Review 











Texaco Star Theatre 
(NBC-TV) 





Seen Taking Over 


Following the appearance on the 
| market last week of the new Scott 
| projection television receiver and 
the growing tendency among other 

manufacturers to push their pro- 
{jection sets, many industry ob- 
servers now believe that projection 
jreceivers will eventually replace 
| direct view sets if their price can 
| be brought down to a lower level. 

Most costly item in the large- 
| screen sets is the system of projec- 
ition. United States Television, for 
/one, uses a refraction system fea- 
ituring a_ specially - manufactured 
| Bausch & Lomb fast lens, which 
| both UST and the lens manufac- 
| turers are trying to reduce in cost. 
| RCA, on the other hand, uses the 
|Sehmidt reflection system. Latter 
lis said to offer a brighter picture 
‘but is more costly because of the 
|intricate system of mirrors in- 
| volved. 

UST is also shooting for a sys- 
tem of reducing the cost of the 
five-inch cathode-ray tube used in 
its set by converting its production 
into mass quantities. Tubes are 
produced by machine but must be 
assembled by hand, which-has kept 
the price up to about $30, same as 
for the 10-inch tube. UST hopes 
to bring the cost down to $5 
through increased demand for it 
| by the industry. 

Even if projection sets take over 
the field, observers don’t iook for 
screens ever to exceed 16x20 
inches on an average. Tele engi- 
neers have discovered that the best 
spot from which to view a tele 
screen is the height of the image 
multiplied by eight feet, with any 
closer view marred by the screen’s 
graininess. Set with a 16x20 
|sereen, consequently, could be 
| viewed best from a distance of 11 

feet. which would make it right for 
| the average living room. 


WHELAN DRUG SPONSORS 
DUMONT ‘CHARADE QUIZ’ 


, DuMont television, following an- 
/nouncement of a 50% 
on its sustainers for the summer 
months, wrapped up another bank- 
roller this week when Whelan 
Drug pacted to bankroll “Charade 
Quiz.” Contract is for 52 weeks, 
effective about July 1. Markdown 
price, however, holds only for the 
summer. 

Show which features a panel of 
experts guessing on charades 
worked out by a group of actors, 
has beea on the air almost a year 











markdown | tional deuce spot generally given 


Milton Berle, Pearl Bailey, Ro 
lsario & Antonio, Senor Wences, 
Andreu Dancers (3), Stan Fisher, 
Al Kelly. The Moroccans (4), Sid 


Stone. Betty Alexander, Russ Case 


Orch. 





By JOE COHEN 

The Texaco Star Theatre- | 
jects a new kind of showbusiness | 
|"_a revival of the era that had its | 
| greatest showcasing at the old Pal- | 
ace theatre before the days of air 
conditioning. The Texaco show, in 
\the eighth-floor studios of NBC, is 
|given in an atmosphere that isn’t 
leonducive to a top presentailon 
| policy. Although the glamor of the 
i theatre is partially destroyed by 
ithe cameras in front of the stage, 
jand the studio discomfort is evl- 
dent by the battery of lights that 
/sometimes produces a fahrenheit 
)resembling a steam room, the abil- 
|ity of top vaudeville performers 
ito entertain in even the strangest | 
| kind of atmosphere is undeniable. | 

The Texaco package as preemed | 
Tuesday (8) proved itself to be | 
unadulterated top-notch vaude as 
projected by as bright a group of 
pertormers as could be gathered in 
one session. The pacing was tight 
and the variety was evident. Rou- 
tining was such that it might have 
been set up by the old Keith-Al- 
bee circuit. It was that bigtime. 


Talent, headed by Milton Berle, 
theatre-wise gave excellent § ac- 
counts of themselves. Berle’s zany- | 
isms cued a keen pace, but unfor- | 
tunately. the comic was robbed of 
his own slot because of the over- 
time run of preceding acts. The | 
sketch written for the occasion by | 
Billy K. Wells also couldn’t be put 
on for the same reason. me Ae 


Berle is one of the better vaude | 
and nitery buffoons. His better | 
| qualities, still to be captured in a | 
radio script, are given complete | 
play through the sight medium. The | 
early part of the show had him | 
working with the acts. Dur'ng the | 
‘opening tumbling turn of the Mo- | 
a he. became the clumsy | 

member of the group, and he tied | 

be the house with the double-talk- | 
‘ing Al Kelly. Berle’s bits o/ busi- | 
ness were virtually the same as pre- | 
, sented in vauders and niteries, but 
| nonetheless bolf here. 


taking the tradi- | 


| 








Pearl Bailey, 


|to singers, similarly proved a show- 
stopper with “Tired” and “Good 
Enough For Me.” Her lazy, indo- 
lent renditions are excellent audi- 
ence fodder. 


The novelty departments were 
well taken care of by Senor 
Wences with his class ventriloquy 
act. The Andreas in the closing 
spot provided a gasping interlude 
with some breathtaking adagio 
work, and Stan Fisher provided a 
good musical note with his har- 





|in the Thursday 8 to 8:30 p.m. slot 
on WABD (DuMont, N. Y.). Bill 
| Slater emcees. Deal with Whelan 
was set directly by the net, with no 
ad agency represented. Four one- 
minute film plugs are to be used on 
each show, featuring products car- 
; ried in Whelan stores. 


Mutual’s Tele Status 
Clarified by Kobak 


New York. 





Editor. Variety: 


I read with considerable inter- 
est sour MBS Television item in 
the June 9th issue and I think it 
iz a prttty good story. But the use 
of the word “shelves” in the head- 
line and other intimations in the 
story that Mutual is standing idly | 
_by in television were a little un-| 
fortunate. (Did you ever see me) 
stand idly by?) 

You Know otr setup is different 
from that of the other networks. | 
We are owned by station operators, | 
who, themselves, are either on the | 
air with TV or are well on the way. | 
(We are the only network that has | 





toppers Frank Mullen and Sidney Stations on the air in Chicago and will have to learn to stay within 


|Hollywood.) Our Shareholders in| 
|New York. Chicago, Hollywood and 





(Continued on page 36) 
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& Antonio, ordinarily one of the 


monica renditions. 
The flamenco work of Rosario 


top Latin teams in the business 
failed to register with its complete 
impact. Partially to blame. were 
their too formal selections, which 
didn’t jive with the atmosphere of 
the rest of the show. Incidentally, 
this team was given the bést house 
production on the bill. The house 
lights during their turn were 
dimmed, and they were lit up from 
behind a set. Had they done some 
of their wilder Gypsy work in- 
stead of the formalized terping to 

Capriccio Espagnol” and “Fire 
Dance,” a note more in keeping 
with the rest of the proceedings 
would have been attained. 

‘Sid Stone altered his pite ; 
act somewhat to aeaieae ae 
sponsor demands. His turn is a/ 
replica of that done by the late | 
Clyde Hager, and it was entertain- 








pro- | ; 


that the Cantors, 


‘Vaudeo Comes of Age in Texaco Show: 


Vast Taient Pool 


By GEORGE ROSEN 

“Vaudeo’’—the adaptation of old- 
time vaudeville into the new video 
medium—ecame of age last Tues- 
day night (8) in a performance 
that may well be remembered as 
a milestone in television. The 
pre:niere of the 60-minute “Tex- 
aco Star Theatre.” representing a 
talent-production-time outlay of 
$10,000 for a once-a-week show- 
casting in the choice 8 to 9 NBC- 


TV nighttime segment, proved the 


clincher to an estimated audience 
of several million on the eastern 
seavoard network that the new 


“vaudeo 


probably the 
from a strict- 


baby” is 
sreatest single hypo 


iv Show biz standpoint, yet given 
the medium. 
“Texaco Star Theatre,” on the 


basis of last week’s preem, was 
strictly bigtime show usdacss and 
television, parlaying the best in 
camera techniques with sock 
trouping in the best tradition of 
the old Palace days’ on Broadway. 
If only for the fact that it tipped 


TEXACO STAR THEATRE. 

With Mitten Berle, emeee: Rosario 
& Antonio,. Pearl Bailey, Senor 
Wences, Andreas, Moroccans, Al 
Kelly, Stan Fisher, Sid Stone, 
Russ Case Orch. 

Producer-Director: Ed Sobol. 

Technical Director: Stanley Peck. 

60 Mins., Tues., 8-9 p.m. 


| TEXAS CO. 


NBC-TV, from New York. 
(Kudner ) 


off the practicability of integrat- 
ing the vast reservoir of cticko 
variety talent into the  indus- 
try’s newest offspring, the Texa- 
co curtain-raiser was a_ signifi- 
cant milestone. 

Just as Milton Berle socked over 
his standard nitery-stage routine 
and brought to his emeee role one 
of the best showmanship lifts yet 
given a television show, so, too, did 
video demonstrate last Tuesday 
Jessels, Frank 
Fays and Bennys might just as 
easily plunge into the new TV 
medium and give it, themselves 
and show biz new values. 

For the opening bill Texaeo sur- 
rounded Berle with some of the 
best variety talent around—Senor 
Wences, with his sock ventriloquist 
act; Pearl Bailey, whose distinctive 
songs proved a natural for TV: 
Rosario & Antonio, Spanish terp 
team; Al Kelly, whose doubletalk 
routine was a solid click: the 
Moroccans, whose acro turm got a 
comedy hypo with Berle stoozing: 





| Stan Fisher, the harmonicist whe 


reprised his Carnival (N. Y.) 
(Continued on page 47) 


FCC Delays TBA’s 
Cable Rate Beef 


_ Washington, June 15. 

Hearing on the Television Broad- 
casters Assn. protest against the 
prevailing inter-city line charges 
of the American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. and Western Union was 
held today (Tues.) by the FCC. 
After a brief preliminary wrangle, 
mostly involving the question of 
which group had the “burden of 
responsibility” of submitting evi- 
dence the session was recessed un- 
til Sept. 28. J. Fred Brown was 
the hearing examiner. 

The TBA was represented by 
Col. William Brown, attorney for 
VuMont, while the wire companies 





were represented by attorneys ° 
John T. Quisenberry and William 
Wedt, respectively. The. general 


argument advanced by TBA was 
that the present rates are prohibi- 
tive and tend to be monopolistic, 
while the ATT&T and WU attor- 
neys said the present rate sched- 
ule is fair and the rules are a “nec- 
essary protection” tor the compa- 


ing despite his pitch for the spon- nies and for small stations. 


Russ Case orch played an excel- 
lent show, and should vaude open 
up again, he could hold down any 
pit job. Betty Alexander pertly 
welcomed the audience. 


Vauders working this medium 


sor product. | 


the time limits agreed upon pre- 
viously. Granted it’s tough not to 
milk the audience when the op- 
portunity presents itself, and give 
ai. encore when the mob can stand 
one. However, that non-stop clock 
is a tougher proposition to buck 
than a hard-biiten house manager, 
and sponsors may not be as for- 
giving as Berle, who was done out 
of a charce to shine. 








ites fans P 
tote omaaisaradiacamn perusal 








TELE C.P.’S NOW TOP 
100; 265 BIDS PENDING 


Washington, June 15. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission last weekend reported 
over 100 consiruction permits for 
television stations have been au- 
thorized; in addition 265 applica- 
tions are pending of which 163 
have been set for hearing and 102 
have received no action as yet. 

Applications for standard and 
even FM stations have been drop- 
ping off lately while tele has 
stepped up. 
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Meration of Musicians is the only 


Service in 


a, n overall solution to the current 
Seimportant problem of networking 


= lutely essential to get good shows 
© around the country at this time.” 


to advertisers by NBC and Para- 


1‘Gamor’ Preem 


For WPIX in NY. 
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BC EATS ITS 


ranscribing TV Shows on Film 
Solves Many Program Problems 





Transcribing television 
film, as proposed recently by 
uMont, may become one of the 
ost valuable techniques yet in- 
igurated by the new industry. At 
1e same time, it throws into the 
pen again the question of rights 
yr such films, the solution to 
hich may offer TV one of its big- 
est headaches to date. 
With the various labor unions, 
schnicians’ unions and _ talent 
uilds involved in the production 
f any tele show which may be 
ranscriLed, broadcasters openly 
dmit that they’re not certain who 
vill possess ultimate ownership of 
he transcriptions. American Fed- 


mynion so far to provide for the 
its ,TV rates, having 
ranted broadcasters permission to 
ecord their shows on film and air 
hem once on any affiliate station 
t no increase in the network rates. 
If the question of rights is settled 
n the near future, however, TV 
fficials see in the transcriptions 


shows. Even when the coast-to- 
‘oast coaxial cable is made avail- 
able to tele, they point out, the 
ive to seven networks competing 
for use of the line will crowd it so 
much that no single net will be 
able to plan a regular program 
schedule for at least 10 or 15 years, 
when there might be. enough lines 
in to service them all. So, accord- 
ing to DuMont exec. Mortimer 
Loewi, transcriptions are “abso- 


Loewi sees many other advan- 
tages inherent in the transcription 
service, which is also to be offered 


(Continued on page 36) 





WPIX, N. Y. Daily News’ tele- 
vision outlet, was slated to take the 
air last (Tuesday) night with four 
hours of programming running the 
gamut from the usual congratula- 
tory messages from civic dignita- 
tes to a special preview of the sta- 
tion regular video fare. News 
worked out a Hollywood-type open- 
ing for the affair, with lights flood- 


———___.___.. 


DuMont’s WPIX Salute 


DuMort television took the 
occasion of the N. Y. Daily 
News’ WPIX preem last (Tues- 
day) night to unveil to view- 
ers its new tele-transcription 
service. WABD, DuMont’s key 
N. Y. outlet, transcribed on 
film a special five-minute spot 
via a closed-circuit show to sa- 
lute the new station. Tran- 
scription , featured Adrienne, 
star of DuMont’s “Champagne 
and Orchids” show. 


DuMont salute was only one 
of several tossed to WPIX by 
rival video stations, both in 
N. Y. and other eastern cities. 
They point up the “you pat my 
back—I’'ll pat yours” attitude 
still extant in the industry. 

i enteetmiemnatestteemieteeteentenaamenter ete 


ing the front of the building and 
searchlights scanning the sky to 
converge on its TV antenna. 


Following an intro by News prez 
F. M. Flynn, the schedule called 
for a switch to the studios for live 
trailers of such forthcoming WPIX 
features as the “Gloria Swanson 
Hour,” Rube Goldberg’s “Drawing 
Game” and.“Pixie Playtime.” La- 
ter in the evening, a remote show 
was scheduled from the Latin 
Quarter, N. Y., with emcee Ed Sul- 
livan introing the Ritz Bros., Harry 
Richman, Sammy Kaye, Ed Gard- 
ner and other show biz celebs. 

Also scheduled was a_ remote 
from the Versailles, N. Y., with 

















Danton Walker previewing his 
weekly “Cabarabian Nights” show. 


TV AUDIENCE TO 
SELECT “MISS PHILLY’ 


Philadelphia, June 15. 
WCAU-TV will handle the “Miss 


Greater Philadelphia Contest” thts | 


year to let the video audience in 
on the selection of the lass who 
will represent this town in the 
“Miss America” sweepstakes at At- 
lantic City, in September. 

The project was sponsored the 
last two years by the Evening Bul- 
letin, newspaper-owner of WCAU- 
TV, and the “Miss America” fran- 
chise covers the five metropolitan 
counties — Philadelphia, Chester, 
Montgomery, Delaware and Bucks. 


20th's Bid For 
Seattle Grant 
Looks Brighter 


Washington, June 15. 

The anxiously awaited hearings 
on reduction of television channels 
from 13 to 12 and their realloca- 
tion, to have opened yesterday 
(14), goes on June 29. The over- 
whelming number of notices of 
appearance and petitions for chan- 
nel changes made it impossible for 
the Commissioner’s staff to handle 
them between the filing deadline 
of May 28 and the _ proposed 
hearing date. 

With FCC’s mail room swamped 
on May 28, the Commission ex- 
tended the filing time to June 18 
for those who wanted to present 
testimony in opposition or in sup- 
port of any proposals already sub- 
mitted, but barred any new pro- 
posals. However, the rate of no- 
tices filed daily at FCC has since 
dropped off. - 

20th-Fox increased its prospect 
of being assigned a television chan- 
nei in Seattle when the FCC re- 
secinded a grant already made to 
Fisher’s Blend Stations. Seattle 
has four channels, one of which 
has been assigned to Radio Sales 
Corp. Five are bidding for the 
remaining three channels, but be- 
fore the FCC took back the grant, 
20th was one of four bidders for 
only two channels. 20th’s bid was 
the last one received. Besides 
Fisher’s the others include Totem 


(Continued on page 36) 








CBS Ups Stock Holding 


In Madison Sq. Garden 
To 4%: 756 New Shares 


Following up its original buy 
into stock ownership of Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., several 
months ago, CBS has increased its 
holdings in the sports arena from 
3 to 4% over the past few weeks. 
Estimated value of the additional 
6.600 shares is set at $75,000. 

Although company execs assert 
their interest in Madison Square 
Garden is solely of an investment 
character, trade circles are linking 
the stock purchases up to the Gar- 
den’s role in video programming. 
Stock purchases are regarded as 
attempts to safeguard CBS’ posi- 
tion in the arena against the press- 
ure of an increasing number of 
video competitors in the New York 
area. Since the end of the war, 
CBS, NBC and DuMont have been 
telecasting all major sports events 
from the Garden. 

Recent entry of the Daily News 
video outlet, WPIX, into the Gar- 
den picture with rights to cover 
professional basketball and hockey 
games has shaken the grip of the 
other stations. With three other 
video stations due to begin opera- 
tions shortly, CBS. would prefer to 
avoid a wide open scramble for 
rights to Garden events. CBS has 
already sewn up college basketball 
for next season. 


we TE Bn. 


TELE CAKE, TO 





PARLIY GLIENTS 
AND POLITICOS 


NBC television will be the only | 

TV network to give viewers both | 
its regularly-scheduled shows and 
|complete convention coverage dur- 
jing the Republican conclave which 
‘tees off Monday (21) in Phil- 
| adelphia. 
In what’s believed to be the first 
| instance of a web, either AM or TV 
| persuading its sponsors to change 
| their programming hours to per- 
|mit it to perform a public service 
| Job, NBC has completely reshuffled 
|its program log for next week. 
jthereby saving $5,800 in time 
charges for WNBT, its key N. Y. 
outlet, alone. Other tele stations 
and networks plan to devote their 
;complete program schedules next 
| week to the political confabs and 
| have so advised their clients. That 
means kicking back to sponsors the 
full time charges for the number 
of hours of commercial time. 


CBS will be able to keep “We, 
the People,” its top sponsored TV 
show because of the late 9 toe 9:30 
Tuesday night time in which it’s 
aired. Web will, however, give up 
|a couple of baseball games. NBC 
| has indicated it won’t let its pro- 
| gram reshuffle jeopardize any hot 
|news breaking at the convention, 
| but is fairly confident that the 
program structure will operate as 
planned. 

NBC’s reshuffle, worked out with 
clients by sales manager Reynold J. 
Kraft, is believed to point up the 
growing faith among advertisers of 
video’s sales potential. Sponsors in 
most cases were willing to switch 
to a less potent time segment, 
rather than cancel out entirely for 
the week. In addition, however, it 
\is believed that those advertisers 
consenting to the move believed 
|that they'd still garner a good au- 
|dience for their shows, despite the 
ifact that opposition stations will be 
programming convention news. 
With the other stations devoting 
|the entire week’s log to the con- 
vention, it’s believed that viewers 
|will be glad of the opportunity to 
|switch to some straight entertain- 
/ment for a change. 


| Only regularly-sponsored shows 

that NBC loses completely during 
ithe week are the “Texaco Star 
|Theatre,’” the “Kraft Television 
| Theatre’ and “Barney Blake, Po- 











| lice Reporter,” latter bankrolled by 


|American Tobacco. Texaco could 
/have taken the air with 45 minutes 
‘instead of its usual hour program 
| but apparently decided, that, since 
|the show is only several weeks old, 
| the proposed pruning might react 
unfavorably with viewers. NBC 
was forced to cancel the Kraft 
show because of the difficulty of 


trimming an hour-long play. 


had no other time segment avail- 
able. 

NBC will still program a total 
of some 60 hours of convention 
news. Through the program switch, 
however, it will be able to salvage 
three hours and 45 minutes of a 
total of six hours and 15 minutes of 
nightime sponsored shows. Under 
the reshuffling plan, “Americana.” 
sponsored by Firestone Monday 
nights from 8:30 to 9 moves back to 
the 8 to 8:30 slot, with convention 
coverage teeing off.at 8:30. 


Texaco cancels out in the Tues- 
day 8 to 9 segment and Kraft in 
the Wednesday 9 to 10 slot. Jon 
Gnagy’s “You Are an Artist” (Gulf) 
is moved up to the 8 to 8:15 spot 
on Thursday, with the “Swift 
Show.” trimmed 15 minutes, getting 
the 8:15 to 8:30 segment. Camel 
Newsreel Theatre remains in-the 
7:50 to 8 slot across the board. 





Zenith Set on Patents 
Chicago, June 15. 

Zenith Radio last week acquired 
paid-up rights to use all Farns- 
worth Television & Radio Corp.'s 
patents in building home tele re- 
ceivers. Payment involved was 
not disclosed. 

Zenith plans fall production of 
television and “Phonevision” sets. 
Latter have attachments for receiv- 
aed special video shows on a fee 

is. 





' rently 


TV’s Top Audience Prometion Job 
Set by NBC, Tied to Philly Powwow 





BIGGER, BETTER TV ON 
BALLANTINE AGENDA 


Ballantine beer is out to become 
the No. 1 sports sponsor in tele- 
vision. The account has instructed 
its agency, J. Walter Thompson, to 
put in a bid for any major sports 
event whose television rights are 
still open. Among other things 
Ballantine is hopeful of achieving 
in fights telecasting the position 
Gillette Razor has had for, years 
in radio. 

The brewer’s initial move in 
that direction was the tieing up of 
the radio rights to the Zale- 
Graziano fight of last week. It 
tried up until the lith hour to 
snag the video rights as well. 

Ballantine’s only current sports 
obligations are the TV and AM 


games over WABD and WINS. 


Gosch-CBS Aim 
‘Bway Revival As 
TV's Lux Theatre 


CBS television and indie pro- 
ducer Martin Gosch, who recently 
staged the “Tonight on Broadway” 
series on the CBS-TV web, are cur- 
making a pitch to spon- 
sors for the resumption of the 
show when the new. Broadway legit 
season tees off in the fall. They 
hope to tag a bankroller who will 
sponsor it on a long-range institu- 
tional basis, similar to the way 
Lever Bros: backs the “Lux Radio 
Theatre,” and to make it a sort of 
TV Lux Theatre. 

According to Gosch, the majority 
of Broadway producers will be only 
too happy to cooperate with the 
show, which presents excerpts of 
top legit hits in a half-hour format 
directly from theatres. Producers 
who okayed telecasts of their shows 
last season considered it a_ boff 
ballyhoo method, since it was 
found that TV upped their ticket 
sales at no cost to them. Pro- 
ducers found, Gosch claimed, that 
the boxoffice sale always perked 
considerably the night the show 
was televised. In addition, TV al- 
ways brought forth a boost in mail- 
order purchases from viewers liv- 
ing outside the metropolitan N. Y. 
area. 


Roland Gillett, meanwhile, who 





“Blake” was killed because NBC }girected the shows for Gosch and 


CBS, expressed conviction that the 
producers had solved the many dif- 
ficulties involved during the eight 
plays televised. Chief difficulty, 
he said, was the trimming of a 
two-and-a-half hour play down to 


(Continued on page 32) 


Lee Hats to Sponsor 


Drew Pearson on TV 


During Philly Powwows 


Commentator Drew Pearson is 
slated to make his television bow 
during the Republican convention 
in Philadelphia next week with a 
series of exclusive daily broadcasts 
over the DuMont web. He is to 
repeat during the Democratic con- 
clave, with both to be sponsored 
by Lee Hats, which bankrolls his 
ABC radio broadcasts. Agency is 





| Weintraub. 


Pearson is scheduled to be on 
the air from 8:55 to 9 p.m. daily 
throughout both conventions, with 
summaries of political develop- 
ments and his “predictions of 
things to come.” Series will 
originate in the studios of WFIL- 
TV ‘Philly Inquirer) and be car- 
ried by WABD (N. Y.), WTTG 
(Washington) and WNHC-TV, Du- 
Mont’s newest outlet in New Haven, 





‘Conn. 


broadcasts of the N. Y. Yankee | 


¢ Pointing up the importance of 
ithe forthcoming political conven- 
tions to television’s future, NBC 
| has chosen the events to work out 
the first audience promotion job 
j}ever_done by a TV network on a 
network basis. According to NBC 
|tele promotion chief William E. 
| Webb, convention coverage offers 
the webs their first major competi- 
| tive stint and NBC, for one, will 
| seek to convince local audiences 
| that the best video is to be found 
| on NBC stations. 

| Plans for the ballyhoo campaign 
| follow, generally the radio premo- 
{tion jobs worked out by NBC's 
Jacob Evans, who’s working on the 
| TV exploitation with Webb. They 
| include radio and tele spot an- 
|/nouncements on all NBC stations, 
publicity stories planted in local 
; papers, local premotional tieins 
|and local newspaper advertising. 
| For the first time in tele, NBC has 
assembled a promotion kit for issu- 
ance to all stations to help them 
plan their ballyhoo for the occa- 
sion. 

NBC tele stations have already 
begufh carrying 20-second spots 
| twice nightly, with the frequency 
rate to be stepped up as the con- 
| vention date draws nearer. Teaser 
|campaign, based on the line, 
| “Where Is Room 22?”, has teed off 
/on the stations and in the press. 
| WNBC, the web’s key AM station 
|in N. Y., is to have a series of sta- 
_tion-break announcements  plug- 
ging the TV coverage. All manu- 
facturers have been asked to pro- 
mote the convention coverage via 
posters and displays in all retail 
stores throughout the country. 

NBC also plans to take half-page 
ads in several N. Y. daily news- 
papers prior to the convention, 
with full-page ads also to be car- 
ried by Life Magazine, which is co- 
sponsoring coverage with the web. 
| An insert plug is to be carried by 
,one of NBC’s top network AM 
shows June 20, day before the Re- 
publican conclave tees off in Phila- 
delphia. In addition, special ads 
will be placed in Philly dailies by 
Life mag, which is also plugging 
the event via its merchandising de- 
partment in retail stores and in in- 
serts to subscribers. , 


CBS Tries Out 
Split Video Web 


CBS had its first split video net- 
work last Monday night (14). 
WCBS-TV, New York key, broad- 
cast the benefit game between the 
Brooklyn Dodgers and the Cleve- 
land Indians at Ebbets Field, but 
fed a regularly scheduled studio 
show, “To the Queen’s Taste,” to 
the eastcoast coaxial. Old Gold un- 
derwrote the special event. 

Network has apparently adopted 
a policy of keeping its affiliates in 
Philly, Washington and Baltimore 
fed with regularly scheduled sus- 
taining fare, regardless of WCBS- 
TV commitments. The Dodgers’ 
home games clear over the latter 
outlet under the Old Gold ie 
and the procedure of feeding su 
scheduled sustainers to the web 
will probably become a regular 
thing in the event of night games 
for the rest of the season. 


j 
Luckies Still in Doubt 
° < 9 * 

On ‘Blake’ Continuance 
Lucky Strike (American Tobac- 
co) wil. decide within the next 
two or three days whether it wants 
\to continue the “Barney Blake” se- 
ries on NBC-TV after July 15, the 
‘end of its current 13-week cycle. 
|Report in the trade is that Lucky 
,appears inclined to drop the dra- 
|Mmatic show and lay off making an- 


\other TV try until “something 
oer big” comes along. 

| If it quits “Blake” the cig ac- 
,count won't actually have had 13 
| weeks of it, since the show’s slated 
\to be knocked off ounce each for 
— Republican and Democratic 
conventions. 
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Philly TV Now Established, 
As Sets Hit 40,000 Mark 








(This is the first of a series of 
articles by VARIETY correspondents 
showing how television has project- 
ed itself i». the key cities of the 
country.) 

By JERRY GAGHAN 
Philadelphia, June 15. 
i tele 

Hopeful estimates of the 
st-tions in this city claim 40,000 
sets are now in operation. This 
represents a tremendous advance 
over the 18,000 in operation at the 
end of last year. . 

Sets 2t the end of 1947 were 
being installed at the rate of 2,200 
a month. Allowing for due in- 
crease in monthly installations, the 
40,000 figure’ might seem exube- 
rant. Bu. with 1,500 stores in town 
selling TV _ sets, with production 
finally getting on the caboose of 
demand and department stores al- 


ready launched on financing, there | 
no one | 


is every likelihood that 
knows just how many sets are in 
operation. The 40,000 figure may 
be no mere press agent’s boast. 
Stations here are viewing the 
number of installations with close- 


ly watchful eye. TV, of course, Is | 
propped up with radio help as in | 
the-case of WFIL-TV and WCAU- | 
The third station, WPTZ, is | 
backed by Philco for obvious rea- | 


TV. 


sons. 

WCAU-TV, for example, gets an 
hourly rate of $200. This scale-is 
slated for a prompt increase when 
the number of sets in this area goes 
past the 50,000 mark. All stations 
are desperately anxious to slough 
off the general notion that TV is 
largely a sports medium and there- 
fore a taproom entertainment. Uni- 
formly, they stress the home ap- 
peal of video and the fact that 


|feeder teams. | 
hard to see Wilmington, Del., fans | 


potential for the national game, 

according to Carpenter. 
Biggest sufferers will be the 

For 


following their club with the big 
leagues on view in the nearest 





parlor or pub. Carpenter believes 
{that TV will probably have to pay 


ithe cost for maintaining the farm | 


' clubs. 
| Feeling among both entertain- 
ment and studio people is that 
'when TV is first installed in the 
‘home, not only amusements, but 
radio, newspapers, dishes and 
leverything else are forgotten. 

“It’s something like the excite- 
‘ment when the old crystal sets 
‘came out and everybody sat 
around with the head sets on,” 
lsaid one TV man. “Television is a 
inovelty, and it will absorb new 
{listeners for a while; but once the 
novelty wears off... .” 





Jacksonville (Fla.) Joins 
Dallas in Bid to FCC 
For Muny Tele Station 


Washington, June 15. 

A request from the City of Jack- 
|sonville brought to two the num- 
‘ber of municipalities who have pe- 
titioned for television 
| Dallas had previously put in a bid. 
| Jacksonville requests channel 2 
‘and lists the City Commissioners 
'as owners. The city already owns 
|a standard station. WJAX and 
| WJAX-FM -and money to operate 
!the television station would be de- 
rived from the standard station 
profits. 

| The full 


instance, it’s | 


stations. | 


Stoopnagle on CBS Tele 


Col. Stoopnagle has been signed 
by CBS video for a regular sus- 
taining series which Arthur Moore 
will produce. 

Program will unveil around mid- 
July. 


[t's the Taverns 
That Still Worry 
Baseball Chiefs 











“Cincinnati. June 15. 


| Baseball big league magnates, 

despite reports to the contrary, are 
{not worried presently about tele- 
| vision’s threat to their gate receipts 
|—so long as tele is kept in the 
/home. Their only worry is the com- 
| petition tossed in their faces bv 

bar and tavern sets, and that’s 
|something they want the FV in- 
| dustry to help them solve. 


| At a meeting of big league top- | 


'pers here last Thursday (10), the 
| consensus favored continuation of 
the “watch and see what happens” 
attitude. Most of the baseball big- 
| fies expressed conviction that tele, 
\if confined to its rightful place in 
ithe home, could help them by con- 
| verting some of the public into new 
'fans. They voiced considerable 
|misgivings. however, about the 
;number of bars that advertise in 
| bold window cards, “See the base- 
ball games here.” 

Pending the time when TV’s 
|home circulation exceeds that in 
| bars and taverns (which has already 
|oecurred in metropolitan N. Y.), 
the league execs will ask manufac- 
turers and distributors to warn bars 
|against such advertising. If they 
don’t receive cooperation, they 
‘might prohibit baseball telecasting 


| in the future. And that, they point- 








Inside Television 


New York television came up with a one-two punch over the week- 
end that’s expected materially to hypo demand for video sets in the 
area. It was the special tele supplement published on successive days 
by the N. Y. Times and N. Y. Daily News, generally conceded to be 
the most influential and the most widely-read newspapers in the city, 
respectively. 

Times supplement, published Sunday (13), followed the generai 
pattern of special TV issues turned out by other metropolitan news- 
papers during the last year. It featured a long Page one story by 
radio editor Jack Gould, along with other staff-written pieces and 
byliners by various tele officials. Apparently unwilling to write radio 
off the books yet, the Times also included its regular Sunday radio 
section in the supplement. 

News’ issue, on the other hand, was devoted exclusively to heralding 
the opening yesterday (Tuesday) of WPIX, the newspapers’ TV outlet. 
Both supplements, of course, carried their full quota of ads on video 
sets and stations. 





Television broadcasters “will be absorbed with advertising tech- 
niques long before they get down to problems of creative writing” 
is the lamentable belief of Norman Corwin. Writing in the first issue 
of the revived Theatre Arts mag, Corwin declared: 

“Personally I would not want to spend a tninute writing for video 
until it begins to show a rudimentary artistic conscience. If television 
will apply as much money and time to serious experimentation on 
the level of the old Columbia Workshop, then | would feel privileged 
to become involved in its struggles. But until it demonstrates honor- 
able intentions, I will continue to be more interested in radio, films 
and print.” 

Apparently not wishing to cut himself out completely, however, 
Corwin declared that “on the day that the owners and operators of 
television announce they are investing "a reasonable percentage of 
their budget in cultural and artistic exploration, I will gladly exchange 
my present state of aloofness for the status of a man who can be had.” 


In the first public demonstration last Wednesday (9) night of Westing- 
house Electric’s proposed Stratovision system for networking television 
shows, viewers in Cleveland reported good reception of a signal from 
WMAR-TYV, nearly 300 miles away in Baltimore. 

Show was the usual *Wednesday night wrestling matches from 
Washington, scanned by WMAL-TV (Washington Evening Star) and 
fed to WMAR-TV via coaxial cable. WMAR-TV signal was picked up 
by a Glenn L. Martin plane flying 25,000 feet above Martinsburg, W. Va., 
and re-transmitted through the air, where it was reportedly received 
clearly in Cleveland. 








Now that Gulf is sponsoring “We, the People” on a continued simul- 
taneous radio-tele basis, the Young & Rubicam agency is regularly tak- 
ing air checks of the program. Sound films are made directly from 
the orthicon tube. As in radio, these are not only for subsequent use 
by the agency production staff and agency-sponsor execs, but cover 
the advertiser in case of unwarranted legal claims. Another indication 
of the relative complexity and expense of tele and radio is the cost of 
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there were 1,600 sets in saloons | : ! : 
making air checks. For video the rate iz about $300 for half-hour show. 


The price for a 30-minute off-the-air recording is about $7.50. 








Cross between home and theatre television has been set up by the 
Quantico Marine Base in Virginia with the installation of a United 


in the last six months. 
TV is still too much in its in- 

fancy to make any appreciable 

dent on the large entertainment 


media. Besides, it’s difficult to tell | 


at this time just what contribution 
video made to the general drop in 
film and stage customers. Observa- 
tion here is that attractions still 


| partments. ices Sienenaiaeteenens | cities, the league toppers declared 


‘also pointed out that the active 
| Little Theatre members would be 
| used parttime. 

| In addition to using the earnings 
}of WJAX, new capital will be 
| raised from sale of revenue bear- 
‘ing certificates issued according to 
' law. 


| diction, which can be handled only 
| by the minor league officials. Con- 
'sensus was voiced by National 
| League prez Ford Frick, who 
| averred, “What do you want me to 
'do—move Newark to some other 
, !ocation so it won't be hurt by the 





that’s something outside their juris- | 


States Television projection set. Model, with a 3 x 4-foot screen, has 


| been installed in the enlisted men’s club, where it’s been found that 


consequently, regard the set as 
straight home tele. 


of TV stations. 


up to 100 men can see shows simultaneously. 


US Exec officers of the base 
providing more theatre tele than 


Following success of the Quantico installation in entertaining the 
marines, UST has also been approached by officers of the Great Lakes 
Naval Training Station and other Army and Navy camps within range 
Quantico receives tele from both 
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plies to-night clubs, which draw 
their trade long after the video 
studios are closed for the night. 

Male Pix Trade Off Fridays 

Film men know by experience, 
however, that there is a definite 
drop in male trade on Friday 
nights, when the big fights are 
televised. This not only holds 
for the midtown area, but also 
through the neighborhoods, where 
the local pubs get a terrific play 
during the bouts. 

Just how strong is this pull on 
the male customers is best evi- 
denced by the fact that Joe Wenke, 
owner of the Cambria Club, a small 
local fight arena, cancelled the 
bouts he had scheduled the night 
of the Billy Fox-Gus Lesnevich 
fight. Wenke said he _ couldn't 
compete with the main event 
on TV. 

With due allowance for the pull 
of the big name battlers, take the 
case of Terry Young, a hard-hit- 
ting young lightweight who never 
fought here, but already has a 
clamorous follaying in Philly due 
to the TV showing of bouts from 
the N. Y. St. Nicholas Arena. TV- 
built interest in the fighter has 
obviated the need for any local 
promoter giving him a great build- 
up when bringing him in. 

A’s, Phillies Gate Big 

On the other hand, basketball 
‘was consistently televised and yet 
the local club, the Warriors, were 
the best paying club in the league. 
Baseball goes out over TV end yet 
attendance for. both the A’s and 
the Phillies has been. extremely 
healthy this year. Credit for this, 
however, can go ‘to the sensational 


Petersburg, Fla... WSUN, and Cam- 
den, N. J.. WCAM. No action has 
been taken by the FCC on the 
Dallas television station. , 








Continued from page 31 








the 26-27-minute running time for 
the TV versions. It was also found 
that many full-stage camera shots 
were n.s.g., because televiewers 
will accept a distance shot no 
longer than they will in _ films, 
which is a matter of seconds. 

According to Gillett, it was 
found necessary to adapt the cam- 
eras to the show, not the show to 
the cameras. Actors accustomed 
to playing the show in a set way 
for several months found it too 
difficult to change their routines 
for the benefit of the cameras and, 
where forced to do so, would in 
most cases blow their lines. 

In the “Jealous” number in 
“High Button Shoes,” for example, 
Gillett found it impossible to keep 
Nanette Fabray and Jack Me- 
Cauley within single-camera range 
in their dance routine. Possibility 
of using a super-imposition shot to 
bring them both in view was ruled 
out by the silk curtain background, 
which spoiled the effect. As a re- 
sult, Gillett was forced to cut from 
one of them to another with split- 
second timing as they broke to op- 
| posite ends of the stage during the 
| dance. 

Even the regrouping of actors in 
a Straight dramatic play caused 
some of the most experienced 
thesps to blow their lines, Gillett 


New Tele Business 


Ford dealers of Edgewater, N. J., 
have pacted for nine days of one- 
minute spots on WNBT (NBC, 
N. Y.) to promote the new 1949 
Ford. Agency is J. Walter Thomp- 
son. 

The Saturday Evening Post 
makes it commercial advertising 
debut on television with live spots 
over WPTZ, Philly. Station also 
signed Lou Block, Studebaker 
dealer, for 13 weeks of spots. 

Five sponsors, using a total of 
104. commercial announcements, 
have been added by WCAU-TV, 
Philly. They include: Hill Shoe 
Co., 26 one-minute spots; Fred 
Dannenhauer, Merion radio deal- 
er, 17 one-minute spots; George 
Gorson, Chrysler dealer, 30 spots; 
Jacob Reed, men’s clothing, 13 
and Swan 





one-minute spots, 
Bottling, 18 spots. 









3 Aces Float 


———— Continued from page 1 


starting next January when he 
leaves Jergens, and, the network 
is turning over to him the 9 to 9:15 
Sunday night segment. That’s the 
rarest gift in radio, accorded only 
to Jack Benny in the past (See sep- 
arate story in Radio Section). 
Similarly, Heatter is a Mutual 
one-man topdrawing card, account- 
ing for a large chunk of the web’s 
annual billings. With his 9 p.m. 
cross-the-board sponsored news 
commentary, his Sunday Omaha 


purposes. 


It Worth.” The new studio will 
cameras. 


c 


edge over the Camel newsreel on WNBT. 
average of 14.9, while the cig’s celluloid package had a 12. T 
Columbia event precedes the other by 20 minutes. ‘3 7 


CBS’ New York key drew an 





After construction of its second studio in the Grand Central Termi 
nal 
layout has been completed CBS will tear down the sister studio, leav- 
ing little sgn nae the controlroom which will be used for film 
e large temporary studio is now originati i 
grams a week, five of them news, aoe tke tale a 
and two half-hour novelty events, “To the Queen's Taste” and “What's 


the daily “Face the Music” series 


be equipped with studio orthicon 





Radio Reviews 


Continued from page 26 








never otherwise be garnered. The 
translation into radio terms is here 
as close to the original as possible, 
on the basis presumably that a 
surefire formula needn’t be tam- 
pered with. 

The “arty head” is a 20-second 
snippet of nautical music, the “re- 
lated newscopy” has been capsuled 
by the parent rags’ yachting editor, 
and no additional plugs could be 
crammed into the stanza by any 
device short of a blute (the gadget 
that packs two pounds of fertilizer 
in a one-pound bag). 

Surprisingly, the show makes for 
easy listening. Hobbyists have al- 
ways found the ads in the fan mags 
of their avocation as rewarding as 
the straight stuff, so here is ap- 
parently a kickproof recipe for 
transmuting dross into gold. Re- 
sults have been so gratifying to 
date that station is mapping similar 
sessions for camera and gardening 
enthusiasts. 

_ George Curtis, station announcer, 
gives material straight reading job, 
making no pretense that he himself 


Atlanta’s WSB on Air 
Regularly by September 


Atlanta, June 15. 


a ae Journal station, 
will go on the air with regularly 
scheduled television 7 en on 
or about Sept. 29, officials of the 
station have announced. Station 
is plannong to televise a “test pat- 
tern” on or about Aug. 22. 


Present plans call for WSB-TV 
to offer approximately 20 hours 
per week of regularly scheduled 
television. Programs will have a 
ane ~ ie: airline miles from 

- ransmitter at 
and Beverly Roads. iced 


John Outler is 
of WSb-Ty, te eer 





Zenith Charges Admiral 
With Imitating Its Model 


: Chicago, June 15. 
Suit filed by Zenith Radio in 
Chicago Federal District Court 
charges Admiral Corp. with unfair 


' shew, tocapaneine My tna gall em found. In “The Play's the Thing,” | SUrance-sponsored show and the | knows the difference between a/|©™petition in alleged imitation 
“ : , oo ',| upcoming five-times-a-week co-op | cabin cruiser and a canoe. D. of “Zenette” odel b 
Bob Carpenter, president of the | for example, Ernest Cossart had program, it’s estimated that he’s a radio — 













Philadelphia National League club, 
is all for television. “Anything that 
creates interest in the sport makes 
for potential customers,’ Carpen- 
ter says. Women, in particular, are 
a market largely untouched by the 
sport, and they seem to have a 
universal allergy to the radio 
baseball broadcast. But TV, which 
shows them what the game is all 


one line with a mild swear word 
attached. All during rehearsal he 
couldn’t forget the word, despite 
warnings from Gillett. When it 
'came time to do the show, he again 
said the wrong word and, sudden- 
ly realizing his error, did a quick 
double-take. Gillett, consequently, 
was forced to cut immediately to 
another actor (Louis Calhern) to 








in line for a potential $500,000 an- 
nual take and an audience of addi- 
tional millions. 





New York—Alice Cook, hereto- 
fore program coordinator of WPIX 
(N. Y. Daily News), named traffic 
manager. Also at WPIX, chief an- 
nouncer George Russell appointed 
to work concurrently as _ studio 





Desmond’s CBS Dicker 


Johnny Desmond is dickering 
with CBS for a radio-video series 
beginning in the fall. It would be 
a five-year deal at a starting price 
of $350 a week sustaining and $600 
commercial. 

The singer is currently on the 
“Teentimers” radio series Satur- 








_ Suit — that Admiral be en- 
joined fron? selling its model 5-F11 
and also that Continental Can 
Corp. be enjoined from making 
cabinets for model 5-F11. 





Dr. Roy K. Marshall, has had his 
NBC program, “The Nature of 
Things,” renewed for a second 13- 
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TELEVISION 


FIRST 


to report the 
| all-important 
Molo} cebssl-p costes Games sles t— 


IN RADI 


and 


FIRST 


to report 
on 


And FIRST again with an exclusive service 
for the RADIO AND TELEVISION INDUSTRY. 


VARIETY’s 3d Annual ‘RADIO AND TELE- 
VISION PREVIEW’ will be materially and phys- 
ically designed to make it simple for the person- 
nel of Radio and Television to buy and sell time, 
talent, equipment and all its component parts. 


It’s a ‘must’ for the buyer. 
It’s a ‘must’ for the seller. 


It’s the only medium published that encom- 
passes the new horizons to come in Radio and 


Television. 


It’s the perfect medium for your advertise- 


ment. Buyer or seller. 


NEW YORK, 19 CHICAGO, 1 HOLLYWOOD. 28 
154 W. 46th St. 360 N. Michigan Ave. 631] Yucca St 
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San Francisco, June 15. 


American Assn. of University 
Women, one of the most consist- 
ently severe critics of commercial 
broadcasters, are now utilizing the 
current “Voice of America” im- 
broglio in Washington, D. C., as 
another battering ram against the 
industry. The association is urging 
the removal of all private commer- 
cial agencies from international 
shortwave broadcasting with as- 
signment of the work to educational 
broadcasting groups. Letters are 
being mailed out to top radio names 
with requests for support for the 
association’s program. 

The women’s group recommends 
that an advisory committee com- 
posed of State Department officials, 
radio listener authorities and in- 
dustry reps audition all material 
prepared for overseas broaticasting. 
Suggesting that not more than 20°% 
of the committee be drawn from 
the radio industry, the association 
declares that “to permit commer- 
cial companies to broadcast to for- 
eign companies when they render 
such inadequate service in their 

«» own country certainly indicates ex- 
ceedingly poor judgment by those 
responsible for this arrangement.” 

The university women further 
recommend that all programs 


Aniv. Women Launch Campaign To 
Put ‘Voice in Hands of Educator 


heard on “Voice of America” be 
also aired to the people of this 
country. “It is as important to 
‘sell democracy’ here as it is 
abroad,” and furthermore, “the 
American people have a right to 
know what is being broadcast in 
their name.” The association is 
sparking a letter campaign to Pres- 
ident Harry S. Truman, State De- 


partment officials, and Congres- 
sional Jeaders in behalf of their 
program. 





Keesely to L&M 


Nick Keesely has joined the 
Lennen & Mitchell agency as man- 
ager of the radio department, suc- | 
ceeding Thomas P. Doughton, who | 
becomes executive assistant to Ray 
Vir Den, president. For the pres- 
ent, at least, there will be no di- 
rector of radio, the job left vacant 
|with the recent exit of Mann Hol- 
iner. 

Since his resignation § several 





months ago from Mutual program 
sales, Keesely has been a free- 
‘lance program agent. 








Kansas City — Station KCKN, | 
| Kansas City, Kan., has renewed its | 
| AFRA contract covering announ- | 
jcers and writers. It provides for | 
small salary increases. 


NEW STAGES PREPS 
RADIO, TELE ENTRY 


New Stages, Inc., the off-Broad- 
way legit group that clicked last 
winter with productions of “Lamp 
at Midnight” and the current “Re- 
spectful Prostitute.” is entering 
the radio and television fields with 
its own program packages, Many 
of the organization's members are 
established radio-video names. 

Programs will be tabbed “New 
Stages in Radio” and “New Stages 
in Television.” Former is designed 
as a weekly half-hour, produced by 
Max Miller, with scripts by Peter 
Lyon, Robert Cenedella, Philo 
Higley and Joseph Stern. Music 
would be supplied by a four-man 
group headed by Walter Hendel 
and including Peter Mennin, 
Henry Brandt and Norman Lock- 
wood. , 


The video series is to be a week- | 
ly full-hour, produced by four ditf- | 
ferent units on a rotating basis. | 
Martin Jones, until recently radio- | 
tele director of the Buchanan | 


agency, will head the operation, 


with Ezra Stone, Basil Loughrane | 


and Max Miller producing succes- 
sive shows. 





Forth Worth—Roy Baccus has 


been named commercial manager | 


for both AM and TV operations of 
WBAP here. Keith Baldwin had 
held the post of commercial man- 
ager of AM but has resigned to 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Armed Forces Radio Service is recording Ted Malone’s ABC show 
today (Wed.) for rebroadcast overseas... _Frederick-Clinton ad agency 
named to handle the radio campaign for the National Wallace for 
President committee....Evelyn Knight, songstress on ABC’s “Texaco 
Star Theatre,” back to Hollywood today (Wed.) after a short visit to 
N. Y../..Emanuel Vardi, composer and NBC staff violist, conducted 
his own orchestra on a series over WNYC, New York, ending Sunday 
(13)....Pat McCann, production assistant for Kenyon & Eckhardt on 
the “County Fair” series, being screentested by Monogram... . Wel- 
bourn Kelley has written a Wright Brothers script for “Cavalcade of 
America” and has been propositioned to adapt Keith Winter’s “Wind 
and the Rain” for “Theatre Guild on the Air.” He's regularly writing 
the “Gasoline Alley” transcribed series for Auto-Lite, through Ruth- 


rauff & Ryan. 
Charles Eggleston and Dorothy Peterson joined the cast of “Lora 
Lawton”... Edgar Stehli and Neva Peterson added to “Gal Sunday” 
_ Susan Douglas, William Lipton and Gene Leonard new to **Back- 
stage Wife”... Richard Gordon cast for “Stella Dallas’... .Cliff Car- 
| penter circularized the local AFRA membership with a card supporting 
Minerva Pious’ candidacy for national board Mrs. Pat Bowman, 
director of “Famous Jury Trials” for Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample, be- 
comes a grandma in August.... Somebody at the party after the initial 
|“We, the People” telecast cracked that the Gulf, Young & Rubicam and 
CBS vice-presidents had everyone else outnumbered....Connie Lembeke 
playing femme lead on “FBI in Peace and War” tomorrow night ‘Thur. 
Jack Barry making a might-as-well-try pitch for George Bernard 
| Shaw to guest shortwave (live or ET) on the July 4 preem of his “Life 
| Begins at 80” series on Mutual Actor Michael Fitzmaurice is the 
new badminton singles champ of the New York Athletic club .. Jan 
Forshay, children’s program director of WGPA, Bethiehem, resigned to 
| join the cast of ABC’s daily “My True Story” and other shows. Her 
husband, Richard Forshay, is a graduating senior at Lehigh Univ 


| Charles H. Smith resigned as CBS market research counsel to become 





| join the staff of WGAR, Cleveland, | tadio counsel for BBD&O in Minneapolis. 


Eleanore P. Hurley taking six-month leave from WQXR, with Mari- 
lyn Congdon subbing as station press rep... “Sunny Side of the Aton,” 
CBS documentary script by director Carl Beier, is the only radio 
piece included in Margaret Mayorga’s new “Best One-Act Plays of: 
1947-48” .. . Russell Maloney, co-author. with his wife, Miriam Battista, 
of the “Sleepy Hollow” legit musical, leaves CBS after his Aug. 26 
appearance on “Of Men and Books” to freelance as performer. author, 
lyricist and comedy writer Charles Urquhart has resigned as direc- 
tor of “Right to Happiness.” Vet radio director Arthur Hanna takes 
over. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Lee Cooley, TV director for McCann-Erickson, tarried in town just 
long enough to keep his Frisco, Hollywood and Los Angeles offices 
posted on the firm’s activities... J. Hugh Davis and Jimmy Fonda of 
Chicago Foote, Cone & Belding office around for takeoff of Hallmark 
Theatre and “Corliss Archer”... James McNamara’s recording of trial 
flight of Howard Hughes’ flying boat will be archived in the permanent 
files of Library of Congress, which made request to KLAC reporter, 
who covered event on pooling arrangement Mickey Rooney’s “Shorty 
Bell” will be. scrapped for a showcase idea, the dramatic format failing 
to excite buyers .. Ernie Martin cleaned out his desk at CBS and 
moved east for the big adventure of being a Broadway producer 
Ed Helwick, scripter of the Kraft summer show, draws a similar as- 
signment from J. Walter Thompson on the two Elgin holiday specials 

Final details of Groucho Marx resumption in the fall for Elgin- 
American were ironed out last week by Gummo Marx and Allen Gell- 
man, prexy of the company sponsoring “You Bet Your Life.’ Gummo 
‘is NY-bound to line up properties for radio, television and pictures 
Thrifty drug chain drew half-hour salute from KECA for its 10,000th 
broadeast on the net’s local station... “Mike McLane, Foreign Cor- 
respondent” hits the wax as a project of Jimmy Burton, Gil Doud and 
Bill Conrad -Tom Papich left CBS sales promotion department to 
join Frank Portier, legit producer, as biz manager. Billy Wilgus 
takes time out from his television duties at the Thompson Hollywood 


egg to flip cues to Nelson Eddy and Dorothy Kirsten in Kraft Musie 
all. 


: “The Country Editor,” Starring Bob Burns, gets another cutting -by 
Ken Dolan, this time with Colgate commercials and with Ted Bates 
taking up the tab. Could be for the Kay Kyser spot . Nils Granlund 
is talking so many television deals these days that if half of them jell 
he ll be meeting himself coming and going .. Phil Caldwell sueceeded 

Bev Palmer as western division manager of technical operations for 
ABC. He comes over from General Electric in Syracuse ... Johnny 
(on-the-spot) Grant doing three-hour daily disk jock stint on KGIL 
Al Span made his bow as packager with trial airing of Lurene Tuttle 
in ‘Winnie Winkie”... Alan Young’s new comedy exhibit ready for 
plattering and geared for both radio and television Ruth Lambert 
heat of the Ramsey Hollywood office, pushed aside a high stack of 
agency business to deny reports that the firm is folding here because 
of loss of Faye-Harris. Just now she’s laying out the spot campaign 
for Fitch .. Johnny Johnson and Kathryn Grayson cut a record of 

Mr. and Mrs. Music,” which will also have comedy spots by Elvia 
Allman, Sara Berner, Kearns. Charles Herbert directed and 


Joe 
Murray Lazar is handling the sale. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Charles Adell, formerly with John Blair & Co. has ioine 

an account exec... Friday sessions of NBC's Roe poetge dna 

renewed by Minnesota Valley Canning Co., through Leo Burnett 
Radio Rome has asked for scripts of WBBM’s kudo-winning “Report 
secenesen .. Announcer Norm Barry nursing a fractured hand, 
ollowing a tumble from his hoss while riding in Lincoln Park.... Bill 
Ray. NBC’s midwest news chief, off to Philly Monday (14) for the GOP 
convensh .. FCC has nixed Wired Music’s application to build a 
standard station at Rockford, Ill.....NBC, last of the nets to go FM 
aes is uncrating the transmitter of WMAQ-FM atop the Civic Opera 
on Exodus at D-F-S, following the shift of Kix and Spice & Span, 
— mnonens exec Fred Kline and a half dozen others ... Allen 
ery ~¥ on “Breakfast Club” while Don McNeill long weekends 
: . and 18... Jerrold de Leon, former tele scripting instructor at 
* capella reg Institute, has joined. WGN-TV’s writing staff. 
_ Cast o ’s “Circle Arrow Show” set for four personal a arances 
= “oe a Harry Campbell, WBBM’s farm director, will aegomnete 
ae ad the Illinois, Wisconsin and Indiana state fairs .. Ed 
iil an’ oo prexy, arriving from N. Y. this week... .Dick Durham 
p New ost : yy omer ct secre WMAGQ series dramatizing the role 
ptm . A neg history. Show tees off Sunday (20) ...Chuck 
rn ede i = nt Hunt,” hopped to Wichita, Kan., over the weekend 
awn * ils new Cessna-170 plane. Hal Totten, WGN farm director, 
be. a uy sad tour to get the latest agricultural angles ...Kenneth 
Sent. Serene Stewart-Warner staffer, has joined Zenith Radio as 
— “Basic. yet = Scripter-producer Skee Wolff set for a lecture 
pS ee r ramatic Structure” at the Midwestern Writers Confer- 
ce e July 7 ... Miles Laboratories renewing its “Morning News” 
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strip on WGN, effective June 28. | Charl : 
to NBC-WMAQ's engineer staff. arles Riley and B. J. Pitts added 
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And now the HPL is on KIRO! 


June 14: Columbia’s great 50,000-watt affiliate in 
the Pacific Northwest... KIRO, Seattle-Tacoma... 
becomes the eighth station te broadcast, live and 
lecally, radio’s most sales-effective participating 


program— THE HOUSEWIVES’ PROTECTIVE LEAGUE” 


A GREAT STATION 


You can go far on KIRO. With 50,000 watts 
on 710 kilocyeles, KIRO carries “The House- 
wives’ Protective League” throughout a terri- 
tory with 442,000 radio families... 344,000 
in the Pacific Northwest and 98,000 more 
living in western Canada (50-100% BMB 
Daytime Audience Area). 


It’s one of the largest markets in the West. 
And one of the richest. Its more-than-a-million 
people buy every kind of retail product to the 
tune of more than $1,600,000,000 every year 
—44% more retail sales per family than the 
nationwide average! 


You can get more of these big spenders 
to buy more of your product by talking to 
them on the two KIRO “Housewives’ Protec- 
tive League” productions. On alternate days, 
your story will be part of KIRO’s “Sunrise 
Salute” (6:00-6:55 a.m., Monday through 
Saturday). On other days, your product will 
he sold on KIRO’s “Housewives” Protective 
League” (2:00-2:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and 10:00-10:30 a.m. Saturday). 


A GREAT SALES VEHICLE 


Don’t take our word for it. Instead, take a 
tip from the 83 national spot advertises listed 
on the right. For each has testified —in hard 
dollars and sense—that “The Housewives’ 
Protective League” is a sales manager's dream 


come true. 


Listeners have complete confidence in 
every word said about HPL-advertised mer- 
chandise. They know each product has been 
submitted to a rigid consumer test by “The 
HPL Testers’ Bureau”...endorsed by this 
panel of housewives from the KIRO listening 
area...and awarded HPL approval. 


And every word of every sales story com- 
mands complete attention. For sales mes- 
sages are smoothly integrated into the pro- 
gram format of “The Housewives’ Protective 
League - Sunrise Salute” combination: ad- 
libbed casual conversation by a master of 
ceremonies who talks with equal ease about 
everything from the Lewis and Clark Expe- 
dition to a story about your product that 
makes listeners buy and buy and buy! 


For more information about radio’s most sales-effective participating program— 
on KIRO—or on any of the seven other CBS stations carrying “The Housewives’ 


Protective League” productions—get directly in touch with the stations, their 


national spot representatives, or... 


THE HOUSEWIVES’ PROTECTIVE LEAGUE 


“The program that sponsors the product” 


A Division of CBS + Columbia Square, Hollywood 


HPL MARKETS: Los Angeles (50,000-watt KNX)... Chicago (50,000-wett WRBM)...St. Louis (50.000-watt KMOX)...San Fran- 
cisco (5,000-watt KQW)...New York (50.000-watt WCBS)... Washington, D. C. (50.000-watte WTOP)...Minneapolis-St. Paul 
(50,000-watt W CCO)...Seatile (50,000-watt KIRO)...and more great markets and stations to be announced later in the year. 





THESE 83 NATIONAL SPOT ADVERTISERS 
SPONSORED "THE HOUSEWIVES’ PROTECTIVE LEAGUE™| 
PROGRAMS DURING THE PAST TWELVE MONTHS: 


Americon Packing Co. (Sunrise Meats) 
Ballerd and Ballerd (0. (Bullerd Oven-Ready Biscwits) 
Beatrice Foods Co. (Meadew Cold Butter end ether products} 
Beltone Heering Aid Ce. (Hearing Aid) 
Birds Eye Suider Inc. (Birds Eye Frozen Foods 
end Snider's Catsup) 5 
Book -of-the-Meonth (lub 
Bive Moon Foods, Inc. (Cheese) 
Bordo Products Co. (Citrus Juices) 
E. L. Bruce Co. Inc. (Bruce Fieor Cleaner} 
Cedillec Publishing Co. (Complete Heme Decorater—book) 
Califernia Atmond Growers Exchange (Biemond Atmends) 
California Fig Institute (Colifernia Figs) 
Cotifornio Prune and Apricot Growers’ Ass'n (Sunsweet Prunes) 
California Spray Chemical Corporation (Insecticides) 
Colifornia Walnut Growers’ Association (Diamond Brand Walnuts) 
Cleon Home Products Inc. (Apex Insecticides) 
Comfort Mfg. Co. (Groig-Martin Toothpaste) 
Commander-Lasabee Milling Co. (Airy Fairy Cake Mix) 
Consolidated Bairy Products Co. (Darigold Cheese} 
G. N. Coughton Co. {Chimney Sweep) 
Curtis Publishing Co. (Holiday) 
BD Arrigo Bros. Company (Andy Boy Broccoli) 
1. Beltertini Co. inc. (Roasted end Salted Mixed Nuts) 
Doubleday ond Ce. Inc. (Beck League of America) 
hugest E. Divcker Co. (Revelation Teeth Powder) , 
Durex Siede Go. inc. (Durex Razer Biedes) 
Ekco Products Co. (Ekce Pressure Cooker} 
Electric Household Utilities Corp. (Ther Washing Machines} 
Frite Compony (Frites) 
General Foods Corporation (La Frence) 
General Petroleum Corperstion of Califormia (Tovern Waxes) 
Golden Stote Co. Ltd. (Gelden-V Vitamin Milk) 
B. F. Goodrich Co. (Trector Tires) 
Hills Brothers Co. (Dromedary Gingerbread) 
Hubinge: Co. (Quick Elastic Starch) 
Intend Rubber Corporation {Tires} 
Juice industries Inc. (Sunfilied Whole Orange Juice) 
Kerr Giass Menvfccivsing Corporation (Canning Supplies) 
Kretschmes Co. (Happy Harvest Wheat Germ} 
Lan-0-Sheen Inc, (Cleaner) 
Lindsay Ripe Olive Co. inc. (Olives) 
Lite Soap Co. (Lite Cleanses) 
London Specietiies Co. (Attechment Button Holes) 
Les Angeles Soap Co. (tterriti’s Rich Suds} 
Maggi Co. Inc. (Maggi Bovilion Cubes) 
Menhetten Soap Co., Inc. (Blu-White) 
Marlin Firearms Co. (Marlin Razor Slodes} 
Michigan Chemical Corp. (Pesimester Products) 
Michigan Mushroom Co. (Down Fresh Mushroom Predects) 
Mickleberry Food Products (Mickleberry Meat Products) 
Levis Mileni Feeds Inc. (1890 French Dressing) 
Nash-Underweed (o. Dock Peanut Butter} 
Wetionel Biscuit Co. (Shredded Wheat) 
National Corben (Co. Inc. (Krene} 
O'Brien's of California Inc. {Condy} 
Omnibook Inc. (Magazine) 
Oi Felt ond Blanket Co. (Orr Blankets) 
Park cad Tilford (Tintex) 
Payne Furnecd (o. (Furnace Seles and Service} 
Peer Food Preducts Co. (Peer Brond Fie Bough) 
Pertex Co. (Pertex A1l-Purpose Cleaner) ~ 
Peck Foods Co. (Perk Deg Food) 
Pomene Products Co. (New West Row Apple Juice} 
Poultry Tribune (Mogazine) 
Rodbill Gil Co. (Renuzit) 
Rand, McKatly ond Co. (Institutional) 
Semwe! Goidwyn Productions Inc. 
Schetze end Burch Biscwit Co. (Biscuits) 
Shotwet! Mtg. Co. (Hi Moc Condy Bers) 
Sioux Honey Ass'n (Clever Meid Honey) 
Smith Bulbs (Tulip Bulbs) 
Sei! Off Konufecturing Co. (Soil-Otf} 
Sovihern Cofifernia Citres Feeds (Reel Gold Lemon, Crange Base) 
Special Foods Co. (Jays Peteto Chaps) 
A. E. Stotey Mfg. Co. (Cream Corn Storch, Ste-Fle Liquid Starch} 
Stondard Bronds Inc. (Royo! Puddings) 
Stewart and Ashby Coffee (o. (Coffee) 
Sweets Co. of Americe (Tootsie Fudge Mix) 
F. 6. Vogt ond Sons, inc. (Philedeiphie Scroppte} ar) 
Wonder Company (Ovaltine) 
Ward Baking Co. {lip Top Bread) 
Weshington Cooperative Farmers Ass'a 
Western Stationery (e. (Bell Point Pens} 
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CBS Asks FCC Okay on WIOP 


Sale; Bringing KQW Into Family 


Washington, June 15. 

Two-way deal for realignment 
of its owned and operated station 
setup was submitted to the FCC 
today (Tues.) by CBS. The pro- 
posed transaction would involve 
sale by the network of majority 
ownership of its Washington af- 
filiate, WTOP, and purchase of the 
balance of stock of KQW, San 
Francisco. The FM outlets of each 
station would be included. 


In the Washington deal, the net- 
work has petitioned to sell 55% 
of the stock of its wholly-owned 
WTOP to WTOP, Inc., the latter 
jointly owned by CBS and the 
Washington Post Co. The price is 
$855,470. The trarfsaction was set 
last week in New York by Frank 
Stanton, CBS president, and Phil- 
ip L. Graham, prez of the Post 
and of WTOP, Inc. It becomes ef- 
fective 30 days after FCC ap- 
proval, which is expected in 60 
days. 

Under FCC regulations, if the 
Post gets control of WTOP, it 











Mutual’s Tele 


————— (ontinued from page 30 








MBS Headquarters will act as co- 
ordinator rather than _ operator. 
When the time is ripe, these re- 
gional networks will be joined for 
nationwide coverage and, in the 
meantime, MBS will be sizing up 
the needs of our affiliates for TV 
service and laying the proper 
foundation. 

A number of Mutual people are 
keeping current on all develop- 
ments in television and we know 
that, before any substantial num- 
ber of our affiliates are actually 
active in television, we, as a net- 
work, will be able to furnish them 
with a full television schedule. The 
funds already spent by Mutual 
Shareholders in television and ear- 
marked for that purpose run into 
many millions of dollars. They 


are acquiring and training a corps) 


of able people for television opera- 
tions. . Their program blueprints 
are impressive and will, I believe, 
form an integrated pattern which 
will be a valuable source for net- 
work programming. 

When the chips are counted, you 
can be sure that there will be a 
blue chip Mutual TV Network, as 


well as a blue chip Mutual Broad- |’ 


casting Network. We have the 


financial resources and the men 
and women who have the ability 
to do a great job. 
Edgar Kobak, 
President, Mutual Network. 








UNITED REXALL DRUG CO. 
Wednesday, NBC, 10:30 P.M., E.D.S.T. 
M-G-M—“On the Island With You” . 
“THIS TIME FOR KEEPS” 
Mogt.: LOU CLAYTON 








| Pacific Agricultural’s 55% 


must dispose of its present outlet, 
WINX. The intention is for John 
Hayes, general manager of WINX, 
to take the same job at WTOP, 
with the rest of the staff remain- 
ing. However, CBS will retain its 
newsroom under Theodore Coop 
and will also keep its executive of- 
fices under vice-president Earl 
Gammons and attorney 
Neu. 

The network 
rights to all its programs, includ- 
ing the across-the-board ‘Fact 
Finder” series. Also, WTOP will 
continue to take the Housewives 
Protective League service and the 
“Sunrise Salute” show. Finally, it 
is stipulated that Arthur Godfrey’s 
lease of office space in the prem- 
ises is to be continued. 

Already having 45% ownership 
of KQW, the network asks ap- 
proval of its purchase of the re- 
maining 55% from the Pacific 
Agricultural Foundation, Ltd., 
owned hy Mott Q. Brunton, Ralph 
Brunton and Dorothy M. Brunton, 
at a price of $425,000. In addition, 
CBS agrees to pay for the 
share 


|of the physical assets of the sta- 

















tion, at a price to be determined | 


when the FCC approves the ap- 
plication. 

The petition for the WTOP deal 
is contingent on approval of the 
KQW transaction, but the latter 
is not contingent on the WTOP 
sale. Thus, if the KQW purchase 
is turned down the network will 
still retain ownership of the per- 
mitted limit of seven stations. 








Landry 








James | 


is to retain the! 











Continued from page 24 == 


prizewinning shows, “Columbia 
Workshop” and “Studio One.” 

Landry served under the _ re- 
gimes of Coulter, Davidson Taylor 
and Hubbell Robinson, his 45 
weeks with “Studio One” span- 
ning the last two veepees. 

During the past winter rumors 
were rife in New York’s radio 
row that Landry would exit CBS 
because of disagreements on pol- 
icy, properties, and “Studio One” 
Stars with Robinson. His transfer- 
ence to a specially created job, 
secretary of the program plans 
board, had supposedly taken care 
of that.” 

Ironically, Landry’s most recent 
book is entitled “This Fascinating 
Radio Business.” He is a former 
radio editor of VARIETY. 





Program Board Shifts 

Membership of the CBS pro- 
gram plans’ boara has iately 
changed considerably. Harry Ack- 
erman, Guy della Cioppa, Ernest 
Martin end Landry are off and 
Jack Van Volkenburg, television 
veepee, and Rovert P. Heller, new 
executive producer, are now at- 
tending. 

A separate television board met 
for some months but has now 
been discontinued until further 
decision. 





Hartford—Local station WONS 
has signed a renewal contract with 
the American Federation of Radio 
Artists. Robert Segal, executive- 


secretary of the Boston local, rep- 
resented the union. 
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Gen. Mills Buys ‘B’fast’ 
Strip Vacated by Toni 


Chicago, June 15. 

General Mills, through Tatham- 
Laird (Kix), has signed for the first 
quarter-hour of ABC’s “Breakfast 
Club” starting Aug. 16. Segment 
currently is bankrolled by Toni Co., 
which bows off July 9. 

Pillsbury Flour had a yen for 
the seg, but General Millis chose to 
exercise its option on the final day 
(11). 














Transcribing 
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| mount. Smalltown tele operator, 
who might go into business with 
DuMont’s acorn station for $90,- 
000-$100,000, can use the image 
orthicon chain included in the 
acorn package for his local remote 
shows and then buy transcriptions 
to take the place of studio shows, 
which would be too expensive for 
the station to program on its own. 
This would mean that every sta- 
tion in the country would have ac- 
cess to ihe same top talent being 
| used for N. Y.-originated shows. 


Will Woo Small Sponsors 


Still more important is the fact 
that the transcription service will 
enable more sponsors to enter tele 
now. According to Loewi, too 
many advertisers who can’t afford 
to: spend $1,000,000 a year are 
forced out of TV because of the 
high programming costs. Tran- 
scriptions will broaden the base to 
bring more sponsors in by reduc- 
ing the high talent costs necessary 
if the advertiser were to pay for 
live production of a show in each 
city. System also makes it possible 
for multiple sponsorship of a single 





talent costs pro-rated according to 
population or the number of sets 
in circulation in each city. 
DuMont is currently preparing 
for fullscale use of transcriptions 
by recording each sustainer pro- 
duced over WABD, its key N. Y. 
flagship, and building a library of 
the shows. Once the cost angle 
has been set, the shows will be 
offered tou any station in the coun- 
try for a single run, since the AFM 
prohibits more than the one-shot. 
DuMont is preparing to establish 
separate rates for its transcrip- 
tions, dependent on whether the 
out-of-town stations run them as 
sustainers or obtain local sponsors. 
In effect, the entry of the various 
TV webs into the transcription 
service nakes virtual film distribu- 
tors of them. They build and pro- 
gram their own shows and then 
book them to other stations, much 
the same as do the major film com- 
panies in theatrical bookings. 


20th’s Bid 


———— Continued from page 31 











Broadcasters, Queen City Broad- 
casting Co. and King Broadcasting 
Ce. The FCC ordered a con- 
solidated hearing, but set no date. 

Warner Bros. asked the Com- 
mission not to reduce Chicago 
from seven to six television chan- 
nels, pointing out the size and im- 
portance of Chicago which should 
rate seven channels, the same as 
New York and Los Angeles. War- 
ners is seeking a channel in the 
Chicago area. \ 

Ed “Pauley’s Television Cali- 
fornia joined with Radio Diablo. in 
protesting allocation of Ch. 12 to 
Stockton except as a community 
channel. (Pauley’s group made the 
protest at the San Francisco hear- 
ings, but on the chance that the 
Commissioners would reach a 





TV hearing, also went on the réc- 
ord at FCC here). Reason is that 
since channel 11 has been allo- 
cated to San Francisco, channel 12 
in Stockton as a metropolitan chan- 
nel would cause interference. 
Radio Diablo wants channel 12 for 
a rural station. 

Applications for tele stations 
made to the FCC during the week 
include: Westinghouse Radio Sta- 
tions for an outlet at Portland on 
channel 10; Davenport Broadcast- 
ing Co. for channel 2 at Davenport; 
The Tower Realty Co. for chan- 
nel at Cumberland, Md.; South- 
western Publishing Co. for channel 
9 at Oklahoma City; E. C. Lawson 
as Tulsa Television Co. for chan- 
nel 10 at Tulsa; and channel 8 at 
Wichita Falls, Tex.; Hampton 
Roads Broadcasting Corp., for 
channel 7 at Newport News, Va.; 
and Charleston Television, Inc., for 





show in different cities, with the |§ 


Changes in White Bill 


Washington, June 15. 

Following are the important changes which the White radio bill, 
reported to the Senate last week, would make in FCC procedure 
and regulations: 

1. The President of the United States would no longer select the 
FCC chairman. Instead the job would be held in rotation by each 
Commissioner for one year. 

2. No FCC Commissioner could be employed by, or retained by, 
any individual or corporation within the jurisdiction of the Com- 
munications Act, for one year after leaving the Commission. 


3. Salary of each commissioner would be increased from $10,000 
to $15,000 annually, and top FCC staffers would also be increased. 

4. FCC commissioners would be divided into two panels, one 
specializing in broadcasting and the other in common Carrier 
matters. 

5. Radio station ceiling power would be set at 50,000 watts pend- 
ing the action of the North American Regional Broadcasting Agree- 
ment signatories who meet again in Sept., 1950. 

6. FCC would have authority to consider a station’s program- 
ming performance in considering license renewal applications. The 
Commission would not be required to consider such factors as 
character and financial ability of applicant in station renewals. 

7. The AVCO procedure for sale of stations would be voided as 
“an unwise invasion by a government agency into private business 
practice.” 

8. Anti-trust provisions of the law would be modified so that 
stations would no longer be subject to a double penalty. 

9. FCC would be given authority to issue “cease and desist” or- 
ders to punish lesser violators of the law and commission regula- 
tions. 

10. Regulations governing political broadcasts are specifically 
spelled out, thereby narrowing the field of interpretation and regu- 
lation by the Commission. Regular radio commentators would be 
exempt from the provision that if a station aired views on one side 
of a controversy it would have to allow equal time for the other 
side. Stations would be exempt from libel for remarks in political 
speeches. 

11. FCC would be shorn of any authority to discriminate between 
applicants for station licenses as it has frequently discriminated 
against newspaper applicants. ‘ 

12. Persons who knowingly make false charges or accusations. 
or who advocate overthrow of the government, would be barred 








from the air. 
td] a 
New White Bill 


Continued from page 27 
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bill got under way. However, when | good reason why the Commission 
a bill was finally shaped up, it not | should be required to take inte 
only fenced in the Commission but | consideration many of the factors 
also curbed by law certain prac-| which it should and must take into 
tices of the broadcasters, includ- | consideration in granting a license 
ing freezing into law the FCC net- in the first instance. 





work regulations. The _ broad- 
casters raised such a hullabaloo 


Wheeler, then committee chair- 
man. 
Several attempts have been 


made since but the current bill is 
the first to reach the floor of either 
house and this, of course will die 
with the end of the session. While 
Senator White will not be a can- 
didate to succeed himself, Senator 
Charles W. Tobey (R., N. H.) who 
is expected to become Commerce 
Committee chairman next year, 
has already declared himself 
strongly against such things as 
radio “monopoly.” He is figured 
as virtually certain to block any- 
thing which would merely restrict 
the FCC. 

Some of the language in the Re- 
port accompanying the bill sent to 
the Senate is indicative of how the 


radio and its control. In its report, 
for instance, the Committee took a 
mild jab at “businessmen whose 
measuring stick is the balance 
sheet” pointing out that in prepar- 
ing the bill “the guiding yardstick 
has been the public interest.” 
Swinging to the other extreme, the 
senators declared that another 
basic motive in drafting the bill 
was “to half the increasing trend 
toward law-making by administra- 
tive interpretation and court de- 
cision, particularly through obiter 
dicta.” 

In writing the provision freezing 
ceiling power to 50,000 watts pend- 
ing the September, 1950, North 
American Regional Broadcasting 








channel 7 at Charleston, W. Va. 


Agreement sessions, the commit- 


_tee explained: 
quicker decision on the general | 


“The committee believes that 
the amendment here recommended 
is the fairest method of handling 
the present . situation because it 
preserves the status quo without 
damage to any radio  statign 
licensee and is in the best interest 
of the radio using public.” 

Only recently the Senate Com- 
mittee conducted hearings on a 
bill by Senator Edwin C. Johnson 
(D., Colo.) to set a 50,000 watt 
power ceiling and abolish clear 
channels. The power ceiling was 
written into the White bill as a re- 
sult of those hearings at which 
Tobey was strongly behind John- 
son. 

In the most controversial point 
of all—the right of the FCC to 
consider program performance in 
connection with license renewals— 
le Senate committee report de- 


“Once a license has been 
granted, there appears to be no 


that the bill was spiked in disgust | casting 
by Senators White and Burton K. | 


Senate Committee feels toward 


Such mat- 
ters as the charaeter and ability of 
the applicant to operate a broad- 
station or his financial 
ability to construct and maintain 
a station are important factors for 
the Commission to consider in 
evaluating original applications for 
a broadcast station; they no longer 
may be pertinent factors when the 
Commission is giving consideration 
to renewal of a station license. 
While the recommended amend- 
ment does eliminate the necessity 
for the type of involved and 
searching examination which the 
Commission must take in granting 
and original license, it does not in 
any way impair the Commission's 
right and duty to consider, in the 
case of a station which has been 
in operation and is applying for 
renewal, the overall performance 
of that station against the broad 
standard of public interest con- 
venience and necessity. . . .” 


Scalpone Vice Johnston 
For McCann-Erickson 


Alfred J. Scalpone, formerly 
with Young & Rubicam, joins Mc- 
Cann-Erickson as radio production 
manager, effective July 1. He suc- 
ceeds Russ Johnston, who switched 
to NBC as director of television 
features. Scalpone will divide his 
time between New York and Hol- 
lywood, probably maintaining his 
home in the latter place. He’s due 
east shortly for executive huddles. 

Originally a commercial writer, 
Scalpone, was transferred to the 
Coast by Y&R and ultimately be- 
came production manager there, 
leaving about a year ago, coinci- 
dentally with the resignation of 
Tom Lewis as vice-prez and di- 
rector of radio. 


‘Terry’ Fades for Quaker 


Chicago, June 15. 

“Terry and the Pirates” walks 
the plank for Quaker Oats when 
the current season expires June 
30. Cereal maker, through Sher- 
man & Marquette, is shopping for 
a new kid strip to fill Terry’s slot 
on ABC next fall. 

Feature Productions recently 
took over direction for Sherman & 
Marquette in a last-minute try to 
hypo Terry’s rating. ABC controls 
broadcast rights to the show. 


Cleveland.—The city’s seven fa 
dio stations have organized a soft- 
ball radio tournament with p 

of the games going to the Cleve- 














land Rehabilitation Center. 
fending champion is WTAM. 
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Col. Seeking Royalty Cut for Use Of 
Copyright Musicon New Marathon Disk 





Columbia Records has begun ap- + 


proaching major publishers with | 
the idea of securing reductions in | 
royalty fees for the use of copy- | 
righted music on its new long-| 
playing disks. Columbia now pays | 
%¢ a side for pop material in- 
scribed on its regular 75c¢ releases, 
and is asking for a le per side 
arrangement on a one-year experi- 
mental basis for the microscopic- 
groove disks, which will use a 
minimum of four tunes per side. 


Most of the publishers who have 
admitted being approached by Co- 
lumbia on the reduced fee proposi- 
tion have agreed to go along with 
the manufacturer. They feel that 
Columbia has invested a consider- 
able amount of cash in the long- 
playing disk venture and that it 
will be at least a year before any 
results will be known. They also 
figure that since Columbia must 
first equip buyers with the $30 
unit which will spin the new disks 
at 33'4 rpm, rather than the con- 
ventional 78 rpms, that the num- 
ber of long-playing reeordings 
Columbia will sell in that first year 
cannot amount to much when re- 


Think Fast, Bub 


New York band bookers are 
getting a huge kick out of the 
red-faced situation one of 
their number will soon be in. 

- This guy has a penchant for 
selling his bands to promoters 
by the simple process of fib- 
bing about the business done 
by maestri handled by rival 
agencies, telling buyers who 
did do business with others 
jthat they paid more than a 


—_—- 4 


TAFT-HARTLEY 


By BERNIE WOODS 
Character of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians 5lst annual 
convention didn’t change much 


|from the opening theme, as report- | 


ied in last week’s Variety. As the 
| week’s business wore on, the con- 
|vention and its various speakers 
icontinued without letup the at- 
}tacks on the Taft-Hartley Act and 
| its restrictions on labor. This an- 
| gle, plus continued exhortations by 
prez James C. Petrillo on down to 
various guest speakers, to get out 


particular band has asked on _ | the labor vote next November, was 
other dates, etc. jthe theme song of the meet. 
At the moment, the trick- | Few AFM _ conventions have 


ster’s agency is in the process 
of taking over management of 
a band about which he has 
told many untrue stories and 
Ae will be in the spot of hav- 
ing to sell the band he’s been 
running down. In this particu- 
lar band’s case he always told 
promoters they paid too high 
a guarantee, the band wasn’t 
worth it, etc. His rivals would 
like to be able to listen when 
he’s forced to ask the price 
the leader wants, from promo- 
ters he has told his stories to 
in the past. 





duced to royalty statements. 
Therefore they expect to string 
along. 


Since Columbia is able to put 
four tunes on one side, eight on 
both, of the new disks, the com- 








BBC May Go To 


pany'’s royalty costs would norm- 


ally be 16e a record. This will be | 
cut to eight cénts a record if all | 
pubs agree or a sufficient number | 
agree to create a sizeable enough 
catalog from which to draw. It’s 
pointed out, however, that the 
tunes Columbia will at first use on 
these sides will be standards dub- 


bed from regular masters in Co- | 
lumbia’s catalog, and that the pubs | 


lc royalty might have 
trouble -with the writers of the 
songs, whe would insist on full 
royalty payment (writers get half 
of disk income, or, on the basis 
of the statutory 2c per side, they 
can demand Ic), 


okaving a 


In this event, one pub stated, 
the full sum realized from Colum- 
bia under a le deal, he would turn 
over to the writer and take none 
for himself as a means of aiding 
Columbia in its new project. 





Cabinet to Avert 


Musicians Strik 
London, June 15. 
BBC Governors may consult the 
|Cabinet to enable them to find a 
‘speedy settlement of the musicians’ 
Strike that now threatens the whole 
| BBC service. Additional coin is 
‘needed for increased scales. 
| As already reported in Variety, 
‘the musicians have been asking for 
| higher broadcasting rates for re- 
j/mote and studio work. The BBC 
| has refused their demands. July 31 
is the deadline set by the musicians 
|for a settlement, otherwise they 
| will all go out on strike. Only BBC 
|staff musicians and those on con- 
‘tracts will be permitted to continue, 


m4 | but the British Musicians Union 
Pp could, if necessary. even call on 


‘these to join the strike and cut off 


Own Record Outht 


Eli Oberstein is setting up a 
new recording company called 
Wright Record Corp., and using 
the Varsity and Royale labels, 
which he years ago applied to the 
disks manufactured by his United 
States Recording Corp. Oberstein, 
who split with RCA-Victor as head 
of its artists and repertoire divi- 
sion, several weeks ago, does not 
mention artists who will be aligned 
with the new diskery or where he 
will get the platters with which 
to go into biz, considering the disk 
ban. 

However, Oberstein does have 
pressing facilities. He has a deal 
with the Sonora Record outfit, un- 
der which the latter’s Meriden. 
Conn., plant will allot a portion of 
its machines to his needs when he 
begins operations. 


L. A. MAESTRO FINED 





FOR NON-UNION WORK ‘= 


Hollywood, June 15. 

Maestro Lionel Roach, using the | 
monicker Lionel Goodman, was | 
fined $600 on six charges by the | 
American Federation of Musicians. 
Goodman is the leader who worked 
at Harry Schooler’s Mardi Gras 





} 


bailroom under non-union condi-| wiih this combination of angles, | 


jall radio music. 

| If no agreement is made before 
|deadline day, agd the Cabinet also 
'refuses to okay BBC increased fees 
|to musicians to meet the extra cost, 
\the Governors may ask a special 
|Government financial grant. It is 
jestimated that the BBC would have 
to pay more than a million dollars 
a year to meet the union demands. 


Majors Burnmg Anew 
At Indies’ ‘Desperation’ 
Tactics to Hypo Disks 


Depressed by the continued drop 
‘in sales, the major record com- 
panies have foynd added irritation 
in what they term the desperation 
tactics of some of the smaller 
labels. Complaint ranges from the 
methods used in butteringup disk 
jockeys to cutrate deals with re- 
tailers and the giving away of large 
batches of disks to jukebox opera- 








Majors say these smallies are 
operating on a set formula. After 
singling out a platter for concen- 
trated exploitation, indie outfits set 
out on the above designated routes. 

If they were inclined to compete 


Some th ae \they couldn't, say the majors. The 
Goodman, over the weekend, re- | _ ; ‘ . 

vealed that he has signed with Mu-|*™llie, the majors point out, 

sic Corp. of Ameriea but that no haven't the problem of satisfying 

dates have been set as yet. Maestro a long list of artists and it’s easy 


| been conducted under the sort of 
icloud this one was blanketed by. 
|Even the attacks on the T-H law 
| were indicative of the defeatist at- 
|titude emphasized by Petrillo in 
;his opening speech the first day 
| (7). Feeling went so far at one 
|of the later sessions that Petrillo 
flatly stated to his constituents 
that they return home at the 
meet’s end and emphasize to their 
locals’ members that there’s noth- 
ing to be done at this point. He 
suggested that they not attempt 
to secure higher scales or other 
additional advantages at the mo- 
ment; if they did, the gains they 
have won may be even further re- 
duced by legislative action. He ad- 
| vised “laying low” until the cur- 
} rent political storm blew over in- 
| sofar as labor is concerned. 
Paid Lobbyist Urged 
At orly one poimt was the con- 
vention aggressive. That was in 
| considering a resolution urging 
'that the AFM throw its full weight 
into getting the 20°) tax rescinded, 
reduced, or, failing in that, te try 
to have it apply more widely. At 
ithe moment, this tax on tabs ap- 
|plies only to niteries, ete., where 
| live entertainment is used. It was 
suggested that if this clause were 
(Continued on page 47) 


Petrillo Exerts 
AFM Leadership; 
Record Turnout 


American Federation of Musi- 
‘cians convention was a well dis- 
'ciplined affair despite the fact that 
_it was attended by the largest del- 
|}egation of local representatives to 
| date. There were 1,056 men toting 
ithe banners of 617 AFM branches 
and they were at all times com- 
pletely under the control of prez 
James C. Petrillo. 

As a matter of fact, the AFM 
conventions are becoming so large, 
due to numerous new locals built 
up since the end of the war, that 
there was considerable talk among 
executives and delegates alike of 
'how the annual meeting is becom- 
(Continued on page 47) 


ASCAP’s Copyright 
Bill Seen Headed For 


Congressional ‘Overset’ 


Washington, June 15. 
With Congress making an effort 
ito close by next Saturday (19), the 
| chances for passage of Bill 2570, in- 
troduced by the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers, seem slight. This bill is de- 
signed to amend the copyright law 
so as to enable the collection of 
performance royalties from opera- 
| tors of coin machines. It had been 
/reported favorably out of the Judi- 
‘ciary Committee and is awaiting 

















| movement out on to the House 
floor. . 
Since the House and Senate 


ij have much more important items 
to discuss before adjourning, ob- 
‘servers here feel it unlikely that 
the bill will show up for action this 
'term. It had been expected on the 


Petrillo Takes Official Cognizance Of 


BLUES THEME, Name Bands Sta 


i 
} 
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is paying off his fine in weekly in- for them to put all their production | House floor momentarily for sev- | 


stallments, he said. 


SAL 


and pressure on a single item. 
‘ ’ a“ ‘ 7. f « 


ee 


éral weeks. 





Petrillo ‘Moved’ 


Asbury Park, June 15. 

James C. Petrillo was visi- 
bly moved by the ovation he 
drew prior to and following his 
ninth reelection as president 
of the American Federation of 
Musicians. He trembled and 
twitched as he faced the men 
who put him back into office 
without opposition. That he 
would go back was a foregone 
conclusion despite delegate 
talk around Asbury Sunday 
(6) evening, before the con- 
vention opened that he might 
have opposition. 

Petrillo’s entire regime went 
back in, from veepee Charles 
Bagley; secretary, Leo Clues- 
mann, and treasurer Thomas 
Gamble. Latter had two men 
entered against him, but bal- 
loting put him back in office 
by a majority. 

All executive board men 
were reelected, too, including 
John Parks, Dallas; Osear Hild, 
Cincinnati; George V. Clancy, 
Detroit; Herman Kenin, Port- 
land, Ore.; and William M. 
Murdech, Toronto. 


NY. Tooters Beef: 








* James C. 


ure as Vital AFM Cog 


Petrillo for the first 
itime gave the name band credit 
fcr anything at last week’s Ameri- 
|can Federation of Musicians con- 
ivention at Asbury Park, N. J. In 
la discussion over a_e resolution 
which sought to place a 10% tax 
on all theatre dates played by 
bands, Petrillo pointed out that 
jaf the moment the name band- 
|leader is the backbone of the AFM 
and to slay a tax on their efforts 
would be unwise legislation in that 
it could result in further reducing 
| the number of theatre weeks avail- 
i able. 

Petrillo’s speeeh occurred Fri- 
day (11) afternoon, the final ses- 
sion of the week's conclave. Earlier 
lin the veek, the 10% resolutions 
had been introduced and there was 
so much debate over it, plus the 
introduction of several amend- 
ments, that it was tabled for later 
discussion. 

At the final going over given 
the resolution, Petrillo listened, to 
all arguments by delegates, then 
took over. He pointed out that 
the musician situation in theatres 
has«lropped from the point where 
22,000 men were once employed 
to where. 1,000 are now active all 
over the country. “If we can’t get ‘ 
men into theatres, suppose we let 
name bands take over for us,” he 
exhorted. He added that name 
bands were having enough trouble 
today without being saddled with 
extra legislation. 

This, attitude by Petrillo sur- 
| prised many bandsmen. For years 





ithe AFM had evidenced that it 
|cared nothing for the name band- 
leader the minute his welfare be- 
| came entangled with the welfare 


2 * 
Shift of Air Shows 
To Coast New Wo jof the average musician. Even 
though for years the name band 


Radio and recording musicians | has haa a great deal to do with 
in the New York area, among whom | supporting the AFM and its vari- 
are the cream of the country’s |ous locals, via taxes on traveling 
tooters accustomed to fat pay-| bands. And to hear Petrillo assert 
checks, are grumbling openly over |that the name band was the back- 
the failure of the American Fed- | bone of the AFM today stopped 
eration of Musicians convention to | them .cold. 
do anything about the disk ban. Petrillo asked and got the con- 
Since the stoppage of recording | sent of the membership to let him 
last Jan. 1, they have been further |and the executive board look into 
hit by the increasing shift to the | the theatre question. 


Coast of major radio programs and 





they face a rather bleak summer 
and fall. 

A sizeable portion of the es- 
timated 500 to 1,000 men who 
normally subsist on radio and re- 


cording checks, have already been 
forced to turn to “club” jobs to 
augment earnings. And: within the 
next few weeks the Jack Smith 
and Prudential shows are said to 
be moving. west, further reducing 
opportunities. 


DeVol m Squawk Over 
RCA’s Alleged Copy of 
Its ‘Nature Boy’ Disk 


Hollywood, June 15. 

RCA’s alleged practice of copy- 
ing arrangements of a hit disk 
marketed by another company 
brought threat of a suit from Frank 
DeVol, who arranged and con- 
ducted the background for King 
Cole’s Capitol cutting of ‘Nature 
Boy.” DeVol charges Victor with 
using his arrangement as the basis 
of the Victor disking of the tune, 
made in England by vocalist Dick 
James, with orchestral background. 
Disk was released last week. 

DeVol is insisting that 
withdraw its recording from the 
market, charging piracy of the ar- 
rangement. He has asked James 
C. Petrillo, American Federation 
of Musicians head, to back him up. 

As far as can be determined 
there is no legal precedent for 
court dispute over the lifting of an 
arrangement. DeVol’s background, 
incidentally, is generally credited 
by the music and disk business for 





‘at least 50°% of the success of the 


Cole disking. 
This isn’t the first time Capitol 


Victor | 


Mus-Art Vamps 


General Artists and Mus-Art 
have not completed the deal the 
agencies have been discussing, via 
| which GAC would buy out the 
‘newer outft, formed last year by 
'ex-Musie Corp. of America men. 
|One of the stymies, it is implied 
' by both sides, is the disposition of 
M-A personnel, ie., whether they 
will figure as part of the deal and 
transfer their efforts to GAC, or 
whether they will simply dispose 
of their properties to the older 
agency. 

It’s asserted by men participat- 
ing in the discussions that M-A 
realized between $80,000 and $100,- 
000 in commissions during its first 
year of operation Since Russ Fac- 
chine, Lyle Thayer, Jack Whitte- 
more and Howard Christensen, all 
high-salaried men, cut into that 
profit for earnings, and there were 
office, operating and employee sal- 
ary costs to be taken care of. that 
figure doesn't seem adequate. Mus- 
Art entered the agency field at a 
time when the band business be- 
gan a decline from its wartime 
peak and, while it has been doing 
act booking, etc., its major atten- 
tion has been given to bands. 
GAC’s interest in buying out 
{the M-A group is the number of 
midwestern territorial bands the 
| latter handles. These groups work 
|consistentlysand GAC doesn't have 


| too many of that caliber. 











Reeve O. Strock, recording man- 


came to grips with Victor over | ager of Westrex Corp., is on way 
copying a disk. When the Red In- to England to supervise Western 
gle-Jo Stafford recording of “Tim- | Electric sound recording activities 
tayshun” (“Temptation”) became a there for next four months. He is 
hit last year, Victor made almost ai subbing for London recording 
duplicate, using Ingie’s parody of manager, R. J. Engler, who returns 
the lyric. ‘to U. S. soon. 


a a 
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AFM in Burn at British Musicians 


American Federation of Musicians convention last week took a 
crack at foreign musicians (mostly British) who are not cooperating 


with the AFM’s disk ban. 


A resolution was introduced at the meet 


which called upon all AFM’ers to show their displeasure “by” vol- 
untarily refraining from popularizing any numbers introduced on 
imported platters, by ceasing to piay or sing such numbers.” It 
was suggested by Edward J. Moore of Ithaca, N. Y. local 132 and 
referred to the executive board for action. 

If passed, the resolution would prohibit AFM members from per- 
forming the new tunes of U. S. publishers which are now being 
brought into this country by London Records. 





‘Scab’ Recording Story True 


London, June 15 


British musical circles, which had been disturbed in recent weeks 
by a VARIETY story that a “scab” recording had been made in this 
country for WV. S. consumption, have found that the allegation is 


true. 


When it became known here that Mercury Records singled 


out London as the site of the recording of a musical background, 
to which the label’s John Laurenz has fitted the lyric of “Nature 
Boy,” there was much pounding of chests and denials that any 


English tooter participated. 


It was suggested Mercury had made 


the disk undercover in the U. S. and had mentioned English musi- 
cians as the makers as a means of getting off the hook with the 
American Federation of Musicians, who are continuing their disk 


ban. 


At first every recording and transcription company here denied 
making the disk and no musician could be found who admitted 
participation (even though the BMU has not so far attempted to 
Evidence has come to light in 


cooperate with the AFM’s ban). 


Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Seller 
“Nature Boy” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Nature Boy” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Nature Boy” 
Seller on Coin Mae nes 
“Woody Woodpecker” 





British Best Seller 
“Galway Bay” 





Decca Folds Two 


Pressing Plants 





pressing plant and will shutter an- 
other within the next week or so. 
One already closed is one of two 
plants in New York City and the 
factory soon to be shuttered is lo- 
cated in Richmond, Ind. Both 
events are caused, of course, by 
the sharp dip in record sales, which 
isn't likely to be eased before the 
end. of the summer. Decca’s ac- 





Decca Records has folded one | 
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Danny Thomas—'‘It’s Liable To 
Be True,” “Singing in the Rain” 
\(M-G-M). Comie’s debut platter 


land his extraordinary talents fail | 


‘to peek through. “Liable” sounds 
more like a liability, while “Rain” 
gets a lively going over from Car- 
imen Dragon in the background, but 
Thomas sounds as though he’s spar- 
jring with a limp lyrie. Another in- 
stance of recruiting a unique .per- 
sonality for the waxworks and then 


fitting him inte a mold of medioc- 


i rity. 

| David Rose Orch — “Moon of 
Manakoora,” “Bewitched” (M-G-M). 
“Manakoora” ranks among the finer 
disk performances the maestro- 


| My Favorite Five 
By Sherm Feller 


(WEEI, Boston) 
“Got a Date With An Angel” 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


| By Ben Bodec 








ciated with the Forrest larynx. 
Harold Mooney heaves some socko 
'support. 

Tony Martin—‘‘Music from Be- 
'yond the Moon,” “If 1 Had You” 
(Victor). There's a _ melodious 
isweep to “Moon” which should not 
only talk big with Martin’s fol- 
lowing, but do plenty of flips on 
the station turntable. Coupled 
oldie is also done with tuneful and 
expressive intimacy. 

Ray McKinley — “You Came a 
Long Way from St. Louis,’ “For 
Heaven's Sake” (Victor). “St. 
| Louis’ should stir up some excite- 
|ment in jazz precincts. It has an 
individuality, both instrumentally 
and vocally that makes it a “must” 
‘for jock listing. Pitches a calypso 
irhythm with jazz touehes. Other 
side’s ballad is tolled off with minor 
import by staff chirper Marcy 
,Lutes. McKinley's polished jugg- 
‘ling of the “St. Louis” lyric bal- 


the past few days, however, which points out that-Mercury’s disk tion follows Columbia Records . ances off ing’ 

was made in a London transcription studio said to be controlled |™Move in’closing its King’s Mills, | oor H * (Lionel ae Berens Cottage’ for 
by Ted Kavanagh, script writer. It’s pointed out that the musi- |0.. factory H: ae = — | Sale ” “1f | Had a Girl Like You” 
cians involved did not know the destination of the disks they were Decca still has four plants in op- goat a. (Musicraft). Torme rings the bell 
making, since Kavanagh's studio consistently makes transcriptions | eration, however, one in Los An- | Py, ” ast with “Cottage.” It may be filed 
for overseas consumption. |geies, another in Chicago, one in) ‘After You've Gone” (Roy ‘among his choicer items. Harold 


However, there’s more than meets the eye via the statement 
that a Mercury official supervised the date and that the musicians 
were under the impression that the BMU had sanctioned the re- 


cording. 


It all smacks of a belated attempt by the BMU to begin 


cooperating with the AFM, for reasons unknown here (BMU men 
have been making London Records, circulated only in the U. S.). 
Now the BMU is looking into the making of “bootleg” recordings 


and wants to kill them. 








AFM to Enforce Nix on All-Nite 


iN. Y. and one in Bridgeport, Conn. 


300,000 Decca Disks 
Become Lamp Black In 
$500,000 Chi Blaze 


Chicago, June 15. 
Decca sales office and warehouse 
here burned to the ground this 
morning 





(Tuesday) causing dam- . 
|age estimated at $500,000. Fire de- | 


Eldridge). 
“I'm a Little Teapet” (Judy 
| Valentine). 








composer has popped to date. It 
probably will become a standout 
item in station libraries. It’s a pic- 
nic of strings. The mate is studded 
with ear-tickling patches of musi- 
cal color but falls short of top- 
drawer David Rose. 


Anne Shelton—‘The Eyes Have 


Mooney shines on the background. 
/With the help of an instrumental 
| threesome, Torme plies the rhyth- 
imic underside in solid fashion. For 
‘consistent finesse in phrasing and 
}musical intelligence he rates high 
in the crooner fraternity. 

George Formsby — “Chinese 
Laundry Blues,” “Deo De O Do” 
\\London). Packed into “Blues” side 
‘is a combination of novelty tune, 
‘singing personality and_ instru- 
|mental treatment that could build 


'stroyed about 300,000 disks. a Thousand Eyes,” “Where the | into something of a ye = — 
’ us, u 9 rave y an Sales will be transferred to south Flamingos Fly” (London). Eng- | side ff a got r or rom. tie 
side offices and replacement rec- land’s Kate Smith counterpart |jocks. British Formsby twangs a 


. 


American Federation of Musi- + 


cians hung a haymaker on the; 


traveling band during last week’s | 
convention. It | 


Asbury Park, N. J., 


| 


will strictly enforce a rule that has | 


been on the books for years, but 
ignored, which restricts movement 





Memphis Set to Music 


Memphis, June 15. 
City’s two hotel roof spots are 


well set on music for bulk of the 
by bands between midnight and 5|Summe> season. — 


ords are being rushed in by air 
and rail express. Album division, 
iseveral doors away, was not 
'touched by biaze. 








Leeds Sugars Promotion 
On ‘Candy Store’ Disk 


compounds melodies that soothe 
the senses but lack emotional tug. 
Technically, Miss Sheiton can give 
spades to America’s current crop 
‘of pop chirpers but she’s at a big 
disadvantage on vitality and 
warmth. 
ing continues to be her long suit. 
Vera Lynn—‘Put Your Dreams 


Camarata’s background- 


nasal style and a uke and Jack Hyl- 
jton mixes in a string band in old- 
‘time vaudeville style, and the re- 
sult is unusually catehy toetapping 
rhythm. “Do,” outside of an excit- 
‘ing trumpet passage, is a free rider. 

Mindy Carson—‘“Some Things 
Will Never Change,” “You Took 
Advantage of Me” (Musicraft). 
Miss Carson is not at her expres- 


ar ee ee ae | Peabody, with Plantation Roof | L Music i Away,” “It’s a Most Unusual Day” | cive or relaxed best with either the 
"Executives of the union decided |"@™odeled, follows current Del |, onyghe yr al is pesenahe Ma ‘London). Miss Lynn toasts two phallad, “Change,” or the attached 
s : rather unique deal to promote its ith diction and tonal approach | poggers-Hart rhythm piece. Glenn 


to put teeth into the rule and en- 


,Courtney with Hal McIntyre, June 


| “Candy Store Blues” disk, a Colum- 


strictly on the prima donna side, 


,Osser garbs ‘em with crack set- 


force it as a result of the many | 28; Dean Hudson, July 12; Elliott bia record made by nine-year-old hea. S ‘t more of-a Can- | 4; 
accidents that have been occurring Lawrence, Aug. 2; Larry Clinton, | Toni Harper, which has come out maxed a — conetai trade. | tings. 

due to travel by bus and car, in|Aug. 9; Orrin Tucker, Aug. 16; of nowhere to hit the company’s “Dream” stacks up as a nice ballad Platter Points 

which tooters have been killed and | Don Reid, Aug. 30; and Chuck Fos- best-seller list. Leeds made a Rabat AH: 4 able facet of | 

ini ni att “Wer ; for a soiree, and notable facet of | Jimmy and Mildred Muleay 
injured. In considering putting ter, Sep*. 20. . |deal with the company that makes “Day's” treatment is the male | ;y.G-M) have a natural for the 

‘ 7 ~ | 88 os antl > . . . rae Ce \ £ : ” : | -(,- 
the rule into effect, the AFM heads | Claridge, sticking to its Magno-  Tootsie-Rolls, under which 1,000 chorus. Production is, like the | jykes and the jocks in ew 


tried to devise wordage which 
would allow road travel by bus 
during the restricted hours, so 
long as the equipment used was 
known to be in excellent condition. 
But, as pointed out by one of the 
execs, the union could hardly set 
itself. up to designate any of the 
better known carrier companies, 
such as Greyhound, as okay to hire. 
It had no alternative but to ban 
all road travel except by train. 


Coy opening Friday 
‘Russ Carlyle, July 2; Ted Weems, | 


: 30. 


| o> 


lia Roof, just eased Nick Stuart in 
| behind Joe Sanders, has Clyde Me- 


(18); then 


July 16; and Sonny Dunhara, July 


set. 


| dozens of the confection will be dis- 
tributed to 1,000 disk jocks to help 
‘promote the platter. 

Candy is being shipped by the 
manufacturer free in return for 


August bookings still to be ,the plugs it undoubtedly will get 


from disk jocks who receive them. 


Shelton disk, a model of craftsman- 
ship. 
Helen Forrest—‘Just for Now.” 


“July and I” (M-G-M). A pair of | 


torch ditties that sound pretty, but 
‘lack the sort of stylistic sock asso- 





VarteT® | |\) Best Sellers on Coin-Macht 


Week of June 12 


produced “Wagon Wheels.” It 
/may do even more for the har- 
monica team than their “Veroniea” 


Ciiff Butler and the Three 
‘Notes (Signature) stir up a sizzling 
‘mess of syncopation with “Benny’s 
Boogie”. Billy Eckstine (M-G-M) 
sounds much more sultry with “I’m 
'Falling for You” than in his own- 
‘composed “Mr. B’s_ Blues’... 
Buddy Greco (Musicraft) misses 
the target on both “Baby, 'm True 


For years, travelling maestri of 1. WOODY WOODPECKER (3) (Leeds) Kay Kyser...........-Columbia : : 
‘name or medium-name reps, have ‘ hoy +S a ga a shed aie Sok aa want |to You” and “How Many Fimes I 
aued io Varied Wave, Some use 2. YOU CAN’T BE TRUE DEAR (10) (Biltmore)............. gt a) i ore ondo Think of You Benay Venuta’s 
buses, hired from vie companies Me ge | ee ee eee oe Oe King Cold. i cs.ecceees: Capitol Henao agen > Shag ron of old- 
all the way down to one or two, 4. WM. TELL, OVERTURE (2) (P. D.).. 0.2.0... ccbecctssswoes Salll WMS. 6x. 40s + Victor ae the Ball” ént "fines poy AM 

vehicle operators. Some use pri- | Dick Haymes . Decca Fingers” should find s i 

ing ; le! Bele oe ; nd strong goin 
Me it paying Rio a ang 5. LITTLE WHITE LIES (14) (BVC) eee eec eos ceo eeeeeesesesede | Tommy Dorsey OS. are Victor aroun the counters. iy rae 

em. sually a band wi nish | i Q 3 a 

a date at 1 a.m., immediately pack ~ 6. TOOLIE OOLIE DOOLIE (8) (Chas. K. Harris)............. f RIN ND RONOES « « 6 <5 5 Decca ¢\'em up with a tang and a style 
and drive to the next date (not ex- UVan Horton........ Continental %| reminiscent of the great songsters 
ceeding 300 miles, according to (fee £ , rarer rere Te Terry --. Jon & Sandra Steele..... Damon vad Mey eesti besipe with Car- 
: AFM ukase). Arriving some time | i Es cise nsec sce seceen teees eee POTS COOW. . 20 seccenes Victor = quuttet dieting pAb pte mas: wd 
during the morning, te musica |< 9. SABRE DANCE (16) (Leeds) $ Woody Herman....... Columbia $) support. Mercury is the label 
get times to sleep and when they © SOSRRPROR BPFRING- Ee LEO) LEPC ccc cc cet et ee eee ee eee eee te eeee | Freddy Martin POD, ae Victor Tex Senshe Ou. (Victor) jan siast 


get on the job are refreshed. This 
is the preferred routine since if 
the men sleep in the first town and 
arise in the a.m. to drive to the 
next date, they arrive at the latter 


tired from the trip and perform- | 


10. BABY FACE (4) (Harms) 


LOVE SOMEBODY (Kramer-W. 


ee ee) 


SOR ewer eer ery ere Tens 


Art Mooney ....... 


Day Clark Columbia 





to wax with arresting impact Jerry 
| Gray's classie jazz arrangement of 
'““Meadowland,” which has been a 
standby of the band since its in- 
' ception King Odom Quartet 
‘Musicraft) reap an article of rich 


SS a nie ied ini | CUCKOO WALTZ (Chas. Hansen) ............. 00... ce ee uees Men Griffin... tties.... Rondo een dues nae Re cdl 
ee ns es ssn cvgev es cvis vane ees raasee Mig Cole... .. fees Capital 2] voealing ‘em for Somdae, ah ane. 


ance standards must be lowered 
with the midnight to 5 a.m. ban. 


isn't likely to have too much effect 
on the name band, but it probably 
will have great effect on the mid- 
west territorial bands. 











HEARTS WIN (Miller) 


I 


Petty Trio Universal 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.] 


abba hebaahbad SESSH SHEP HE SHE SHE HS 6444444646 4644444644444444445 


a Fenrir 38 


whips up a melodious chant out of 





Randall. who served in the Army 
overseas during the war, was 
named to fill the position after the 


FEESEEEP ESE SEFESE EP SEFEFEFEESFEFFEFEEED FESEFEFEFEEEEFEESEFETEEEOCESEC CCS ECCCEeS INCUNDbENt died. 


SS ee 





te eee. 


gage tt tag Or I Mere age ta tg Eg er gt 








a — out that a band, finish- 4$ YOU CALL EVERYBODY DARLIN’ (Mayfair) .................. MEINE 65 656 fy 55 2c Regent meeps Eo “Santa Catalina” 4 
ng a date at one or two a.m., - of vut rates below par in his version 4 
hardly will wait until five a.m. to, ¢ HEARTBREAKER (Leeds). .................... cece eeeeeeeeces Be weontany Mee ag oh  welbakaer ier | “Blue Shadows on the Trail’... 4 

get rolling to the next town. Its: , ” , : a Se | Shep Fields Orch (Musicraft) has G 
members will sleep in the first and MAYBE YOU'LL BE THERE (BVC) .........ccccceescccccvcees Gordon Jenkins..........Deeca $! come up with darb in stringcraft E ¢ 

travel to the second by day. DICKEY BIRD SONG (Robbins) {Freddy Martin........... Victor via “When Gypsy Fiddles Play,” =f 
| Anether occurrence mitigating gh hier i ilies a pe ee ee i Larry INE, 2)s sao o.dceimeent Decca i ‘ 

agfin st the travelling band, was Ge!” eee Victor ‘ 
i the passing of a resolution at the | TELL ME A STORY (Laurel) .............. Sethian cnde cand aweee Freeney ema eeaenage eiees Randall Heads Albany AFM’ers . 
4 convention which increased mile- | 1 (Jo St eal | Schenectady, N. Y., June 15. : 
age pay to musicians. They now ,;{~ HAUNTED HEART (Williamson) ...................000.00s0005 ie dee ; are Gordie Randall, leader® of the i 
i get Ic a mile on the road, and. . > , t, é WGY house orchestra and of a sep- 

senters whe ane tele cant cars| WE JUST COULDN’T SAY GOODBYE CED i000 o00.03 eens Frank Sinatra vo. Columbia arate dance band has been elected 

draw 5¢ a mile. Each was jumped, I'VE GOT CRUSH ON YOU (New World) ............ 2 cece ewes Frank Sinatra...... .. Columbia |president of the Schenectady local 

the former to 2c a, mile and the FOR EVERY MAN A WOMAN (Melrose) ........... Sars Victor 3 of American Federation of Musici- 

laiter to 8c per. This increase BLUE SHADOWS (Santly-Jey) ................ eS eee Decca ¢ }4"5. 
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Songs with Largest Radio Audience 


The top 32 songs of the week based on the copyrighted Audi- 
ence Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over 
Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 
John G. Peatman, Director. 


Survey Week of June 4-June 10, 1948 


A Fella With An Umbrella—j‘“Easter Parade’’..... Feist 
Py i EB PO ee ae eee er Shapiro-B 
Baby Don’t Be Mad At Me...............00.005 ... Paramount 
Baby Face : Crt 
Blue Shadows On the Trail—*“Melody Time’”..... Santly-Joy 
But Beautiful——-T"Hoad to Rio"... 6. ce cece Burke-VH 
+. 2. » Eee tr sate ore hoa cnley wget Monaco 
Dickey-Bird Song—t“3 Daring Daughters”........ Robbins 
Don’t Blame Me ; eee laa 6d ool Warren 
Dream Gisi—t“Dream Girl”... cece cee vdcccvces Famous 
Haunted Heart—*“Inside USA” ...........--2000- Williamson 
Heartbreaker . Oe Se Oe, ae ee eh Leeds 

I May Be Wrong .. . Advanced 


Only Happens I Dance With You—*“Easter Parade” Berlin 


It's Magic—*“‘Romance On High Seas”............ Witmark 
Just Because ... etter e ea prea ce OUP Leeds 
ir en Lee COMO ow i Seco etree eee bens Shapiro-B 
NE EMO Es elk ed aw ee wie b 8 88 BVC 

Levee Of My. Life—T" The Pirate” . oi. i. cee ee T. B. Harms 
Manana Sr Pa ae aE Serre,” Barbour-L 
eR VER TIVO FAB) ioc coc ccc ceecrecoweens Lutz 
ES a Sr ge OS en ier th eee United 
Nature Boy By Sik caret act cle tees hadi Burke-VH 
Now Is the Hour . 150002 GS 

Put ’Em In a Box—?‘‘Romance on High Seas”’..... Remick 
Sabre Dance ene .. Leeds 
EE aE endy see ewes Ue Ace Wontar re he 6 ieee 6.0 O-* Laurel 
pe 2 Se er re C. K. Harris 
What Do I Have To Do—7“Are You With It”....... BVC 

wou Gems Be Trae Dear... .. 6. oes i tc ees Biltmore 


You Were Meant For Me—‘““You Were Meant”.... Miller 
You're Too Dangerous Cherie . Harms 





The remaining 25 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted 
Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular- Music Broadcast 
Over Radio Networks Published by the Office of Research, Inc., 
Dr. Joon G Peatman. Director. 


At a Sidewalk Penny Arcade ae pe ee ee Robbins 
Better Luck Next Time—?i“‘Easter Parade” ....... Feist 
Se Nt a are ae ee .. Bloom 
Bo dca kc awe nee © iW de Chappell 
ere Ae CeO POISE 35... oi. di eee tee coden Simon 
Commies. oi. ei... Fan ie PVs GAThe ca tinads's + Span ee Oxford 
SE DE alee NR ee. oe ey se wx mle Bua ece eek Encore 
I ne cree iad. dehiuhh b Medley ded Southern 
NI i aia os nas Ssh ak ok he bea D aed Miller 
NS ee rs a a pe hE Mae bd base Mills 
Hooray For Love—t“Casbah” ...............0005. Melrose 
By SR a Jefferson 
I’d Give a Million Tomorrows ...................- Oxford 
It’s You Or No One—?“ Romance on High Seas”... . Remick 
ge esta ea eee Tt, 2 ee ee Mills 
MNS OME! orci ta a's Gites = nigra Ok eae ......-Bourne 
Rhode Island Is Famous For You—*“‘Inside USA”. .Crawford 
Saturday Date .. . ie EA A SUS ae Southern 
Serenade (Music Played On a Heartstring)........ Duchess 
EN SES RG PIE Regnier rp Sel ma Sy a Campbell-P 
DT URN Fock ecb ase ey Ue a eels Fe Republic 
Steppin’ Out With My Baby—*“Easter Parade”’..... Berlin 
We Just Couldn’t Say Goodbye ....%.............. Words-Musie 
SS Sen, oe TEPPER E TOPE Leeds 
2 ES ag) Se oe Eras fos habii vtee ke Marks 





* Legit Musical. ¢ Filmusical. 
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AFM Bylaws Revamped 
Asbury Park, June 15. 
American Federation of Musi- 


cians executives completely recodi- | 


fied the union’s bylaws, a huge 
task finished only a short time be- 
fore the AFM convention. There 
had been so many amendments to 
the many different bylaws on the 
books, that some were confused as 
tc intent. 

Harry Steeper, one of the as- 
sistants to James C. Petrillo, AFM 
prez, supervised the job of re- 
writing the bylaws. 


There were only 66 resolutions | 
to add to the by-laws introduced at | 


This is a record 
the average 


the convention. 
low. In past years, 


number of resolutions ran around | 


95. 


Petrillo Nixes M-C-M’s 
Dubbing of ‘Easter Parade’ 
Music From Soundtrack 


M-G-M has only three songs re- 
expectation that it would be able 
to record tunes from Irving Ber- 
lin’s “Easter Parade” by dubbing 
them from the soundtrack. James 
C. Petrillo, American Federation 





of Musicians head, has nixed the | 


company’s request for an okay to 


transfer the music to disks for pop 


release. 


M-G-M- has only three songs re- | 
corded of the 17 in the film—six of | 


which are new tunes written for 
the film. 

In the past, 
albums. of scores 
Clouds Roll By,” “Good News” 
and “The Pirate,” all 
sold and are selling well. It fig- 
ured to do the same thing with 
“Easter’ (AFM permits such dub- 
bing if musicians involved are paid 
twice). 


NAMM OPENS CHI MEET 


M-G-M marketed 
of “Till the 





ON SALES BLUE NOTE 


Chicago, June 15. 
Picture of a changing music 
market, rising costs, and the fall- 


ing off of sheet music and record | 
sales, are the major topics of four- | 
day National Assn. of Music Mer- | 


chants convention, which started 
yesterday (14). Over 6,000 dele- 
gates and exhibitors are registered. 
Television exhibs are héavily rep- 
resented, with almost 20 manufac- 
turers listed and about twice that 
number under the record banner. 

Talk centers around theme as to 
what music men can do to sup- 
plant income which has fallen off 
in the last half year. 
























KEN GRIFFIN’ 


Smash Rondo Recording 


CUCKOO BIRD WALTZ 


Vocal Has Been Dubbed 


With Our Version 





Now Being Recorded by 


DECCA — CAPITOL — MERCURY 


All Material Available 


1520 N. Highland Avenue 


LUTZ BROS. MUSIC CO., INC. 
| Hollywood 28, Calif. 











of which | 








ds at Hotel B.O.’ 
ands a ote AILS 
Covers Totat 
Weeks Past Covers 
Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Xavier Cugat...... Waldorf (400; $2) ............ 250 3,950 
Elliott Lawrence... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50).... 3 1,600 9,225 
Ray Eberle*....... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).... 6 1,375 17,975 
Johnny Pineapple. Lexington (300; $1-$1.50) ..... 83 825 74,925 
Lawrence Welk. ... Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50) ..... 13. 1,600 19,300 
Boyd Raeburn...... Commodore (400; $1-$1.50) .. 4 825 3,575 
Carmen Cavallaro. ..Astor (700; $1-$1.50) .......... 4 4375 15,500 
* New Yorker, ice show. x 

Chicago 





Chuck Foster (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 650; $3.50 min.-$1 cover), 
Ice show drew good 3,700. 
Jazz at Philharmonic (College Inn, Sherman; 650; $3.50 mijn.). Hep 
‘cats aren’t around. Lean 1,800. 
Ray Morton (Mayfair Room, Blackstone, 300; $3.50-$1 cover). Final 
| week of Carl Brisson holding up fine with 3,000. 
| George Olsen (Marine Room, Beachwalk; $1.50-$2.50 min.-$1 cover), 
| Opening of Beachwalk and new revue zoomed gross up to giant 12,000. 
| Eddie Oliver (Empire Room, Palmer House; 550; $3.50 min.-$1 cover), 
Hildegarde keeping wickets busy. Excellent 4,000. 


| 


| Los Angeles 


Frankie Carle (Ambassador; 900; $1.50-$2). 
Jan Garber (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 

Marty Gould (Chez Paree; 500; $3.50 min.). Joe E. Lewis opened 
June 11 to sellout. Sock 5,500 for exit days of Willie Shore and first 
i two Lewis. 

Henry King (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.). 
| better with Guy Lombardo one-nighter (6). Nifty 20,000. 

Griff Williams (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Doing better than sister 

ballroom, except for Lombardo date, with neat 16,500. 





Poor 2,100 tabs. 
Fair 2,700 covers. 





Things took a turn for the 





| (Los Angeles) 

Les Brown (Palladium B., Hollywood, 2nd wk.). 
| Charlie Barnet (Casino Gardens B., Santa Monica, 2nd wk.). 
| 6,500 takers. 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


Columbia Record’s spot announcement tests on Kay Kyser’s “Woody 
Woodpecker” have turned out so profitably in Harrisburg, Pa., and 
Worcester, Mass., that the company is extending the idea to other new 
records. According to the figures Columbia got last week from its 
Harrisburg distributor, dealers orders on ‘“‘Woody” have doubled those 
obtaining in any other town of comparable population. 
| Of the various advertising tests made by CRC to stimulate buying, 
| the transcribed minute announcement, containing a snatch of the 


Poor 7,200 callers. 
Good 








| plugged recording, has proved so far the most effective. If further tests - 


turn out as satisfactory, this form of radio advertising may be Colum- 
| bia’s only consumer campaign for the next several months. 





Ken Griffin, whose organ version was the first disking of “You 
Can't be True Dear,” put out by Rondo Records, says that on June 10 
he received a certified count from the company showing the strictly 
instrumental version had sold 800,000 copies, while the platter super- 
imposing Jerry Wayne's vocal on top of his organ had sold 300,000 
copies. “Cuckoo Waltz,” which is beginning to show up as a best seller 
by itself is on the reverse side of the organ etching of “True, Dear.” 
Griffin, incidentally, is said to be inserting a vocal in this side, too, 


using lyrics devised by the Lutz Bros. Publishing House. Melody itself 
is Public Domain. 





_ Contract blanks carrying the terms agreed upon recently by nego- 
tiators for the Songwriters Protective Assn. and the Music Publishers 
Protective Assn., will be ready today (Wednesday). They will be 
distributed among publishers by the MPPA with a recommendation 
that theybe used for dealings with writers. Pubs who disagree with 
the terms, which may happen, simply will not be able to deal with 
SPA writers. There are two blanks involved, incidentally, one for 
use between .ndividual pubs and the SPA and the other between 


Apollo Fails to Pay 


LEGALITES AGREE ON 





‘NATURE’ SUIT EXAMS 


Attorneys for the opposing sides 
in the infringement suit involving 
“Nature Boy” will conduct exam- 
inations in N. Y. federal court later 
this week. Lee Eastman, attorney 
for the defendants, will question 
J. J. Kammen, publisher of Jewish 
music, and Herman Yablokoff, 
plaintiffs, and it has been agreed 
that the latter’s attorneys will get 
Eden Ahbez, writer of “Nature,” 
for exam “sometime before next 
December.” 

In making this arrangement, 
Eastman determined that Julian 
Abeles, w.k. copyright attorney, is 
part of the plaintiff’s legal battery, 
with A. Edward Masters. It was 
Abeles who drew up the complaint 
filed in N. Y. several weeks ago. 
At thatetime, Masters had denied 
Abeles had any connection with the 
case, simply stating that they were 
“good friends.” 

Eastman, incidentally, last week 
filed answers to the suit, which 
claims Ahbez based his song on 
Yablokoff’s “Be Calm My Heart,” 
written for an _ operetta. titled 
“Papirossen,” in 1935. He entered 
a general denial of all charges, 





Iroquois Gardens Resumes 

x Louisville, June 15. 
: inouvels Gardens, one of the 
own’s larger night spots, opened 
Thursday (10), and will institute 
name band policy for the summer 
season. Joe Sanders’ band teed 
off the outdoor spot, and will be 
followed by Russ Carlyle, Orrin 





Tucker, Ted Weems, Alvino Rey, 
Clyde McCoy and other top ices 


Royalties Due, Barnet 
Grabs 34 Masters 


‘ Hollywood, June 15. 

Charlie Barnet latched onto 34 
masters he made for Apollo Rec- 
ords when firm failed to turn over 
royalty coin due him. Contract 
with waxery called for a royalty 
statement to Barnet May 1, but 
Apollo didn’t produce. 

Barnet refused to accept an 
offer of payment over a period of 
time. He collected all masters, re- 
leased and unreleased, which ac-- 
cording to the pact, revert to him 
if diskery did not live up to obli- 
gations. 


X 





Del Courtney, current at the 
Plantation Roof, Hotel . Peabody, 
Memphis, has a new girl singer. 
Pee wean me a single, a 

erly wi reddy Nagel an 
Ray Robbins. : : 





een 











The Nation's 
Biggest Request Song 


I'd Give 
A Million 
Tomorrows 


(For Just One Yesterday) 


OXFORD MUSIC CORPORATION 
1619 Broadway, New York 
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-——— VARIETY ——— is S | 
Survey of retail sheet musie | |g 2 6 i) 

sales, based on reports obtained , eer. PS % | . S 

from leading stores in 12 cities, E (el Sis a 7 

and showing comparative sales I gs ™ i Sie £ Sicilia @ 
. . lo >» Ss ; S| by @ Ww) O ant 1 
rating for this and last week. sia (= isi lo] a]: te bare o 
Ele] [ele lols|siele! sig} 2 
Ms oie Tel 21S 1 ELEL2 2 Sl el a 
; (21S i sls jeer si;=i= i 3)! t 

Week End SISlElTISlglelelaiS/ 2 é 

eek Ending (¢/2/2/2)algle/e/7/2/Zlg 
ra fz [8 /e/e lela le le (8 lzis| s 

° | 0 i 

‘ Junel2 or lsigielZidleleiigigial : 
This Last , eles Elelslsieic le] sis] + 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher Zio lialM@iaial Ps | 5 le | s ais | - 
1 1 “Nature Bey” (Burke-VH)........ 2. © 6. 8 We tee Es ee eee 
“2. 2 “You Can’t Be True” (Biltmore)... #4 2 2 4 3 2 I 5 2 2 1 2 103 
3 3 “Now Is the Hour” (Leeds)....... — ae 2 Ss =e ; <=. €6 SS 
4 5  “feolie Oolie Doolie” (CK.Harris) 2 5. -.— = © © ©. 2 to 
5A 7 £=x‘“*My Happiness” (Blasco)......... tat a oe wr 3 4 8 6 8 438 
5B 6 “Dickey Bird Song” (Robbins).... 6 10 3 9 4 5 8 5 5 7 48 
“6 9 “Little White Lies” (BVC)....... Re a 5 3 4 4 4 4& 
7 11 “Sabre Dance” «Leeds)......... ae ae ae 8 x 9 - 10 38 
“8 4 “Baby Face” (Remick)........... 2. .. -.. = : 5 33 
9 8 “Laroo Lilli Bolero” (Shapiro-B).. .. .. . 7 .. 9 6 3 31 
10 10 “Haunted Heart” (Williamson) 7 .. 8 10 9 6 Sw © .6°h. ae 
il 14 “Tell Me a Stery” (Laurel)..... et ia, Bree A ee i i2 
12... “Woody Woodpecker Song” (Leeds) .. 8 .. .. .. .. 4 .. ao ae 
13... “If I Had Albthe World” (Laurel). -.  .. — aS 4 ke 5 ae 


$\— 








Jump Styles Giving British Maestr 
B.0. Jitters; Two Cut Back to Dance 
London, June 5. + Dior Sells Out 


British “jump” orchestras are 
getting b.o. jitters. Many top name 
bandleaders, fearing the public Jack Archer, one of the partners 
will tire of “everyone trying to|in the recently formed Continental 
sound like Stan Kenton,” are reno- | Artists, was bought out last week 
vating ideas and outfits. | by Milt Deutsch. Archer had 
Latest name leader to leave the | headed the California branch of 
powerhouse style is Teddy Foster, | the new agency and formerly was 
who at present fronts one of the | William Morris one-night booker 
largest “jump” orchestras in the | '™ that territory. 
country. He now has eight brass, Archer hasn't made known his 
five saxes and four rhythm. In the | plans and Continental has not yet 
next few weeks he’s disbanding , secured a Coast replacement. 








- Dunham, Johnny Long, Joe Reich- | 


this combination and will re-form 
with four trumpets, five saxes and 
three rhythm. 


Foster is aiming at sweeter and 
more commercial styling, and says: 
“T believe that for the moment big 
bands have passed the pinnacle of 
popularity, and the blame for this 
mostly rests on everyone trying to 
outdo Kenton and Gillespie. I 
was the creator of the large band 
in Britain, and today I find that 
my band is only one of many such 
outfits, so to remain original I’ve 
got to start pioneering again. The 
new band will produce a really 
different sound.” 

Cyril Stapleton is another name 
leader who recently reorganized 
Style and outfit, and in the next 
few months many other top Brit- | 
ish bands will be changing their | 
style. The fact that the dance! 
public is diminishing mainly | 
through lack of new ideas, has hit | 
the profession hard. 








Stan Kenton band now at Marine 
Room, Galveston, Tex., Pleasure 
Pier. Carlos Molina orchestra and 


Dolly Dawn follow for two weeks. 
Other bands booked include Sonny 


man, in that order. 


—— 








Gastel No Like Kenton 
Jazz Concerts; Pair 


Split After 7 Years 


Hollywood. June 15. 





Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending June 10) 
London, June 11. 


Galway Bay... Box & Cox 
Golden Earrings. .:... Victoria 
Teresa ... ia Leeds 
Time May Change...Connelly 
My Achin’ Heart Connelly 
Reflections........P. Maurice 
Civilization ........ Morris 
Near You B. Wood 
Tree in Meadow....Connelly 
Silver Wedding....... Unit 
Nature Boy Morris 
After All Cinephonie 
Second 12 
Serenade of Bells. . Morris 
Miranda Kassner 


Dream of Olwen. 2 L. Wright 


Heartbreaker . . Leeds 
Laroo Lilli Bolero . Dash 
Ballerina P. Maurice 
pf ee eee ee Chappell 
Wintertime . Cinephonie 
Laughing Samba...L. Wright 
Wishing Waltz .....Noel Gay 
Four Leaf Clover... F.D.&H. 


Who's Kissing Her... Feldman 


| 


Court Bars ASCAP 


Bid te Drag BMI 


~ Into Anti-Trust Suit as Co-Culprit 





Witmark Suit Vs. Apollo 


Witmark Music hung a suit on 
Apollo Records in New York fed- 
eral court last week, based on the 
infrequently used right of a pub- 
lisher to restrict the arranging of a 
copyrighted melody. Witmark 
charges Apollo with destroying the 
value of the standard “Shanty in 
Old Shanty Town,” by recording a 
vulgar, obscene and offensive ar- 
rangement, and wants master, 


stampers, etc., immediately  sur- ; 


rendered for destruction. 


Witmark’s suit also asks damages 
and an accounting of profits. 





802 Names Committee 
To Dig Up Work in N.Y. 
For Its Idle Members 


New York local 802 membership, 
in meeting Monday (14), appointed 
a committee from among its num- 
ber to dig up work. It will be the 


i'duty of this group of 10 men to 


canvass the city to promote affairs 
of various kinds as a means of 
putting a portion of its large idle 
membership to tooting and earn- 
ing coin. 

Another resolution passed by 
the membership was a slap at the 
reigning Blue Ticket. It okayed 
the appointment of a committee to 
oversee with the administration 
men, the distribution of $88,000 in 
record and transcription royalty 
monies, alloeated to the local by 
the parent AFM, whieh had col- 
lected it from disk manufacturers 
on the basis of the contract now 
outlawed by the Taft-Hartley law. 


which appointed a committee of 
five to appear before the national 
AFM execs in an attempt to put 
through a law suggested sometime 
ago to 802 execs and never acted 
upon. This law sought to forbid 
caterers in N. Y. hotels hired for 





affairs of various kinds, from sug- 
| gesting to the sponsors of such 


A third resolution was passed | 


# American Society of Composers, 


Authors and Publishers lost the 
first round of its court battle to 
force the naming of Broadcast 
Music, Ine., as a defendant in the 
Government’s_ anti-trust action 
when Federal district court judge 
Simon H. Rifkind ‘last week or- 
dered the dropping of that demand 
from ASCAP’s answer. Judge 
Riskind’s ruling was in response to 
a Government application to strike 
out a defense contention that BMI 
should properly be included in any 
anti-trust suit. 


ASCAP is waging the battle to 
j}add BMI so that any decree hand- 
ed down regulating music licensing 
practices in the international field 
would also restrict its chief com- 
petitor. Dept. of Justice is attack- 
ing ASCAP with the charge that 
it is conspiring to monopolize mu- 
sical performance rights as part of 
an international cartei. Previously, 
negotiations for a consent decree 
collapsed when ASCAP insisted 
that a decree apply equally to BMI 
and the Government refused to go 
for the proposal. When the suit 
was filed, ASCAP resigned as a 
member of the International Con- 
federation of Authors and Com- 
posers Societies which has its h.q.s 
in Paris, as a means of eliminating 
| the basis for the suit. 

| Both BMI and ASCAP signed 
|} consent decrees governing the do- 


| mestic scene in 1941. 
| 


‘Film Exhibs Capitalize 
On Kyser’s ‘Woodpecker’ 
As Lantz Cartoon Tie-In 


Film exhibitors are taking ad- 
| vantage of the Kay Kyser record- 
jing of “Woody Woodpecker” as a 








| means of trying to stimulate gross- 
|es. Even though the tune is not 
|in@luded in a cartoon, it was writ- 

ten around the central figure of 
| the Walter Lantz’s “Woody the 
| Woodpecker” cartoon. series, and 
| film chains are advising theatre 
|managers to play up the Kyser 
| disk whenever they play a “Wood- 


1S a OE er ek 


| shindigs, who they should hire for | pecker” film. 
| music, on pain of not being able to| Lantz intends using the hit tune, 
| hire a ballroom. |published by Leeds, in a _ forth- 
Meeting also forced the Blues to | coming cartoon. But, meanwhile, 
reinstate to their jobs Max Arons, | film men are laying out coin 
Al Manuti, Herman Tivin, and | machine tieups, window displays, 
Henry McCarron, who had been | giveaways of the Kyser disk and 
dismissed from 802 jobs several | other ideas to take advantage of 


weeks ago. the hit. 














Stan Kenton has split with per- | 
sonal manager Carlos Gastel after | 
seven years of working together. | 
Pa-ting is due to differences of | 
opinion as to Kenton’s musical 
aims, which has been brewing for | 
a long time ‘since last autumn | 
Kenton has veered sharply from 
dance music, narrowing most of his 
stuff to jazz classicism and pre- | 
ferred playing concerts to dance 
dates.) 

Gastel tried to induce Kenton to | 
tinkle terp arrangements, to held 
a larger following. Blowoff came 
when Gastel met Kenton in Tucson, 
to accompany band back here for 
Hollywood Bowl concert (12). Biz 
on several recent concerts” in 
southwest had been blowzy. The 
pair couldn't see eye-to-eve on the 
reason, so they parted, amicably. 


Kenton has been booked deep | 


into September and Gastel will get | 
a slice of the profits. Band's book- | 








ing pact with GAC has several | 
months to go, and there is no indi- | 
cation that Kenton will not renew. | 
It isn’t likely Kenton will take on | 
a new manager immediately. Gastel 
has steered Kenton since he! 
started. 


The Kenton-Gastel association 
was singular in that there is no. 
contract to dissolve. Duo always | 
operated on a simple handshake | 
basis. 

Gastel has a _ personal pact 
with June Christy, chirp featured 
with Kenton. He is freeing her, 
also, and she will continue with the 
batoneer. 


‘“SLAP ’ER 
DOWN AGIN, 
PAW” 


CHOICE MUSIC, INC. 
Garet Romere, Prof. Mgr. 
9109 Sunset Bivd. 1576 Broadway 
Hellywood 46, Cal. New York, N. Y. 
CRestview 1-6254 COlumbes 5-7880 




































“An absolute sensation. Best song I've ever done.” 
- BENNY FIELDS. 


| REMEMBER MAMA _ | 











WANTED 


A YOUNG BARITONE 
OF UNUSUAL VOCAL ABILITY 


These are the qualifications: 


1. Applicant must be singer of popular songs. 
2. Applicant is not on a network show. 


3. Applicant never made commercial records. 


A very rare opportunity for baritone selected. 


Send a record of your voice and a recent picture to: 


Variety, 154 W. 46th Street, New York City 


REWARD 


BOX 484 











TOBEY MUSIC CORP. 1650 Broadway, New York 1? 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 
Leyshon Goes Into Action 
; . |during the AFM’s national conven- 
As They Build ‘tion at Asbury Park, N. J., last 
\firm, which to many attendees re- 


42 
© a > 
Dailey’s New Band | AFM Taking Its Public 
: Relations Seriously As 
° 
Concept: Keep Em oes Into 
James C. Petrillo and his execu- 
tive board devoted quite some time 
| week to the why and wherefore of 
When Frank Dailey reopens his | their hiring of a public relations 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J, cated the old “locking the barn 
next fall, he expects to tackle the |qoor .. . ” wheeze. 


. Py | ‘ i > a 0a € a7 > - 

to sign, or if necessary build, a ous item on the agenda of the ex 
‘ ecutive board and the prez him- 

new band considered to have 4a | gpj¢ 

chance of building popularity with | 

his customers. 


It’s obvious | 
problem of securing bands from a/that from now on the treatment of ; 
different angle. It is Dailey’s idea Petrillo by the press will be a seri- 


What Next? 


There’s a horse tipster in 
New York who has developed 
a musical sideline. For a fee, 
he’ll tell New York and out- 
of-town clients the name of 
the mystery tune on the “Stop 
the Music” broadcast. Fee is 
commensurate with horse tip 
taps. 

That tops the retail music 
dealers who insist, every time 
a new tune hits the show, that 
jobbers procure for them the 
title as a means of inducing 
customer sales. They’ll give 
the title with every purchase. 





Baron Upheld in Suit 
Vs. Feist, ‘Rum’ Writers 
On Lifting of Melody 


Maurice Baron’s claim that the 
melody of the much litigated tune, 
“Rum and Cola” was.an infringe- 
ment of a composition Which he 
controlled was upheld yesterday 
(Tuesday) in a decision handed 
down by Judge Simon H. Rifkind 
in N. Y. federal court. Baron, for- 
merly associate conductor at Radio 
| City Music Hall, N. Y., and now a 
|music publisher, had named in his 
'suit Paul Baron, credited with the 











ng popularity with |” Petrito introduced to the dcie-| K anton Concert 


16 or 20 or more weeks if neces-! Associates, New York, pointing out | 


sary. 

It has long been Dailey’s con-|Mmonths ago will cost “thousands | 
tention that the modern practice | and thousands yearly.” Herman D. | 
of buying bands for two and three | Kenin, Portland, Ore. member of | 
weeks at a time doesn’t work. By | the board, detailed the steps taken | 


the time his customers build up a|by a committee of which he was | 
liking for a particular band, the | chairman, in selecting Leyshon as | 


| that the job started some four | 


Hollywood, June 15. 


Stan Kenton’s one-night 


Grosses $26,000 .: 


| ““R & M” melody (but no relative), 
|Maury Amsterdam, author of the 
lyrics, Feist, publisher of “R & M” 
and Jeri Sullivan, vocalist, whose 
;name is also on the song’s credit 
| list. 
Plaintiff Baron obtained control 
the melody in controversy 
through an assignment from a 
resident of Trinidad. He was rep- 
resented in the suit by Phillips, 





JazZ | Nizer, Benjamin & Krim. 


Jatter closes and a new one has the man that at this late date was | Concert at Hollywood Bowl Satur- 


| a e ° 
Baron’s suit is entirely separate 


to begin the task of building pa-| needed to help whitewash Petrillo |day (12) evening grossed a smash: | from the one brought by Mohamed 


tronage. 
doesn’t fit 
ideas, the spot cools off to the 


with his customers’ | 








In the event that latter | and the AFM in the nation’s press. \ing $26,000, figured to be a b.o. 
Leyshon made a start with this|record for that type of date. Ken- 


| K. Khan, of Trinidad, against the 


same defendants, charging the 


lyrics of “Rum” was an infringe- 
































































































































































































































convention. Never before have |; . ime . so 
point where the next band takes | newspapermen been invited to sit | ree ee red sera a en pipe gy cage rept gy = 
so much longer to woo favor, even |in on the convention’s proceedings |@ deal which cailed for him to get | etaearsanent over the amount of 
if it has more to offer, either in|as this year. 170% of the net. Expenses are not | damages tue Khan 
name value or rm pe: It was pointed out to all dele- | known. | ; 
want dance music and don’t care | gates, incidentally, that Leyshon| G&G N F a i ae 
much which band, old or new, 18{ will be available to all locals for | bs at ant ™ “ re Arey Jimmy Dorsey finally signed a 
involved so long as they deliver.|help and advice in straightening | ©); VW! 948 %€€M Promoting such | 1. contract with General Artists 
But they are so distrustful that it |out their own particular press prob- | affairs locally for some time, got | after agency had been booking him 
takes several weeks for the word lems and otherwise aiding them. $5,700 as his end of the take. for several weeks. 
to get around that a band is okay | ——@-_ ——_-_$__[— sv 
for their purposes and only a few | . 
days for the thumbs-down to cir- 
culate. 
Dailey has . strawhat perform- 
ances in his spot from July 4 for 
nine weeks. He'll start the new 
idea in the fall. He bases the VARIETY? a aia _ 
thought, incidentally, on the days RI. ; Y 2 & g e 2 
when the Glenn Millers and simi- Survey of retail disk best 77) ~|ule o @ 
lar bands sat down for entire sum- sellers, based on reports ob- 2 Sig e é 8 mi 
mers at one spot. tained from leading stores in i= Sis); §lo 4 oo 3 
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- Name band policy, which flour- Rating June 12 S| ¢ 4 ei el ¢ | 4 | E | 3 
ished at Cedar Point, Sandusky, ae s| © é <a| ™ s|isiz 2\4 & N 
ballroom for the last 10 years or s Last : o|/ el ele! 3| §/8icglsl2lels| .t 
Artist, Label, Titl 5) * = > 
so, has been dropped. This season sa ll - sete Ren Zi CI AlBinivialwinivlolsé S 
spot is slashing budget by bringing KING COLE (Capitol) 
in only seven lower-priced orches- 1 1 ES PP re eee > We Sa Sie ee Se et ee ee ee eS 
tras—three Cleveland units and! DICK HAYMES (Decca) 
four out-of-town crews—for two- | 2 3 “Tittle White Lies”.............. 2 8 2 2 3 cy 7 a 2 2 8 3 &5 
week stands. K. GRIFFIN-J. WAYNE (Rondo) 
Park’s dance hall was opened 3 2 =“You Can’t Be True, Dear”...... 5. ¢ a. eo 2.27 
Saturday (12) by Johnny Gilbert, KAY KYSER (Columbia) i! 
whose band will be followed by 4 7 “Woody Woodpecker Song” ...... 2° °2 3 Rees ee BS 2 ee 
Austin Little’s symphonette sextet, *-ANDREWS SISTERS (Decca) ° 
Sune 20-July 2; Daryl Harpe. duly! i s 4° “Teele Oelie Declie”...........: 9 8 10 5 4 3 6 32 
3-16; Jimmy Lee, July 17-30; Ralph 
Keating’s localites, Aug. 14-20. JON-SONDRA STEELE (Damon 
Henry George, from Cleveland’s 6 5 My Happiness”.............. tad Wal PE aoe 9 31 
Cabin Club, Aug. 21 through Labor ART MOONEY (M-G-M) 
Day, will close season. No book- 7 i “Many Par":........,-......... eS -Bo se 9 8 4 23 
ing set yet for July 31-Aug. 13. FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) 
— 8 8 “Dickey Bird Song”. ........... are Pe 6 7 4 24 
< PERRY COMO (Victor) ' 
Se: Re.  —=cae ere ee a. 8 5 5 21 
SPIKE JONES (Victor) Ei’ 
yi 9B 6 “William Tell Overture”’......... tae oe 5 ‘ 6 : 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
10 15 =“Maybe You’ll Be There”...... ee, Se sg” ae 18 
GRACIE FIELDS (London) 
jae Se. - - 3  gaeew Pare DS in a wet Oe ee 
SPIKE JONES (Victor) 
12A 17 “By the Beautiful Sea”. .-...... 1 ‘ . F m 10 
DORIS DAY-B. CLARK (Col) 
12B “Love Somebody”............... a 1 ‘ . 10 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
eee  . ve eee 6 pa ‘ 7 9 
+ LAUREL MUSIC CO. DICK HAYMES (Decca) 
¥ 14 eF “You Can’t Be True, Dear”...... te Se ae 3 xy ie ad é P . 8 
BING CROSBY (Decca) ae 
1619 Broadway Se ee. SO eee ee eee ke : 
New York JO STAFFORD (Capitol) 
see i (si, ee eee 4 . 7 
ROSETTA HOWARD (Columbia) 
TOMMY VALANDO 15C “Ebony Rhapsody”............... a ; ‘ 
| PEEWEE HUNT (Capitol) 
16A ~< _.. § 5a e Sse ps F 6 
CLAUDE THORNHILL (Col) 
16B “You Were Meant for Me”..... ‘oe 3. oe 5 6 
25TH ANNIVERSARY FRANK SINATRA (Columbia) 
17A “I’ve Got a Crush On You”...... .._ -. 6 a. bo B% P 5 
iN JUNE WOODY HERMAN (Columbia) 
17B > 2 PREGA Ss, Teena 8 . as 5 
: FRANKIE CARLE (Columbia) 
: PLAY A 17C - § Fy ~ pee seer ' ee ee 5 
PIED PIPERS (Capitol) 
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1 2 3 4 es 
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Bea Lillie-J. Haley Glenn Miller 
| | JIMMY McHUGH i Capitol meet Victor Victor 


Plug Pay Killed, 
Brit. Pubs Beef 





London, June 8. 
Jim Davidson, BBC head dance 
|musie broadcasts, is issuing a di- 
| rective to all bands stating that 
‘in future 60° of their air sched- 
lules must consist of current pop 
songs. 
; This 





follows a meeting held 
within the past fortnight between 
ithe BBC and the Music Publish- 
lers’ Assn., in which publishers 
|stated that since the no-pay-for- 
plugs rule came into force, there 
| has been unfair representation. of 
|current tunes on the air. Percent- 
|age of pop songs on recent broad- 
icasts have sunk to as low as 215% 
/Om Many occasions. 

Publishers told the BBC chiefs 
jthat they believed the dearth of 
|pops was a policy introduced by 
leaders because of their bitterness 
at the loss of plug pay, and no 
compensating radio fees rise from 
the corporation. It’s also a sign of 
dissatisfaction with present rates 
allowed for new musical arrange- 
ments. 

Facts and igures presented at 
|this meeting showed that the sheet 
sales were hitting an all-time low 
a:.d that this was undoubtedly to a 
large extent caused by the lack 
of current radio plugs. 


RCA-VICTOR DIVVIES UP 
OBERSTEIN DUTIES 


RCA-Victor has decided upon 
the replacement for Eli Oberstein 
as head of artists and repertoire. 
Job will be handled by a commit- 
tee, but the contacts with music 
publishers will be made through 
Jack Burgess, heretofore a field 
representative for the company, 
‘who never before has been in- 
|volved with the selection of tunes 
}and their publishers. 
| Burgess will be under Jack Hall- 
|strom, to whom Oberstein also 
peree~icetg and part of a group in- 
cluding Steve Sholes, head of hill- 
billy and race recording, and 
Charles Grean. These men will de- 
cide when and if recording is ever 
resumed, which tunes will be re- 
corded and by what artists. But 
Burgess will be their immediate 
contact. 











Leeds Music and Peer-Interna- 
tional went through quite an argu- 
ment last week over who was to 
get credit for the Peatman sheet 
listing of “Just Because.” Both 
firms own songs by the same title, 
but Leeds apparently secured the 
plugs that put the melody on the 
sheet. Leeds got credit. 








DON'T BLAME ME 


Y WARREN May 





Always a Top JUNE TUNE! 


WEDDING 
BELLS 


(Are Breaking Up That Old 
Gang of Mine) 

Now ae New Top Record Hit! 
BEALE STREET BOYS (M-G-M) 
EDDIE McMULLEN (Rainbow) 

RED CAPS (Mercury) 
LARRY VINCENT (Pearl) 
MILLS MUSIC, INC. 

1619 Broadway New York 19, N. Y. 











WANTED 


Vocalist To Make Recordings 


Box 558 
Variety, 154 W. 4é6th Se. 
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Telecasts Not Affecting Nitery 
Biz or Sports Events in St. Loo 


St. Louis, June 15. + 


_ VARIETY 
Connee Boswell’s Repeat 


Connee Boswell returns to the 
Kona Club, El Cerrito, Cal. (outside 
Oakland) July 15 for her second 
date at the club within six weeks. 

Singer has been working west- 





With but one station, KSD-TV, 
owned and operated by the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch (Pulitzer) tele- 
vising programs in the local area 
operators of niteries ang sports re- 
port no diminishing of biz from 
this form of competish. 

Even with video sets in several 
hundred taverns in the city biz has 
slumped to such a degree that 
many of these spots are not ex- 
pected to renew their state and 
city licenses on July 1. The grade 


of entertainment presented in the | 


niteries is of such a high standard 
and above that offered by tele- 
vision that customers continue to 
flock to these places as, in addition 
to the shows presented, they also 
may enjoy the comfort of air-con- 
ditioned rooms. A case in point is 
the 400 Club, where Evelyn West 
is heading floorshow. At the Chase 


Club. swank west end spot the 
management continues to book 

, | 
name bands, etc., for two and 


three-week stands, as patronage 
justifies such engagements. 
The same applies to wrestling. 


Even though some of these bouts | 
are televised and even broadcast | 


by radio they continue to draw 
upwards of 5,000 in the air-condi- 
tioned Henry W. Kiel Arena. The 
promoter of boxing does not per- 
mit either tele or radio broadcasts 
of his shows and draws healthy 
attendance. 

In many downtown drinking 
spots where tele sets have been 
installed to hypo biz there is a 
decided lack of enthusiasm for this 
form of entertainment. Observers 
report that customers seated at 
tables scarcely bother to look at 
the sets. With only local events 
available for tele broadcasting 
KSD uses live interviews, a quiz 
show, news commentators, car- 
toons, travel films, fashion scenes 
and musicals in addition to base- 
ball and wrestling. 


Cardinals’ Boff Gates 


With the Cardinals making a 
swell fight for another league 
championship the fans continue to 
turn out in goodly numbers, especi- 
ally for the night games. Last 
week the first of a series with the 
Boston Braves drew more than 
14.000 for an after-dusk game. 
Weeken‘ games bring many out of 
towners to Sportsman’s Park and 
a double header is sure to attract 
upwards of 30,000. 


Operators of niteries do not ex- 
pect any inroads on their biz by 
tele competish until programs of , 
nation - wide importance are 
screened here. KSD expects to be 
linked with an eastern network by 
next fall and what effect the video 
broadcasting of big college foot- 
bail games, etc., will have remains 
to be seen. 


Another factor that convinces 
the nitery operators, that tele 
competish still is not too robust is 
that the price of sets for the home 
is still too nigh. Although some 


‘are priced below $300 the better 


sets call for an expenditure of up- 
wards from $500 and many people 
are waiiing for cheaper prices, 
further development of the sets 
and better programs before they 
invest. 


N. Y. HAREM CLOSING 
FOR THE SUMMER 


The Harem, N. Y., is slated to 
fold Saturday- (19) for the sum- 
mer. Nat Harris, operator, had 
planned to stay open until the 
night of the Louis-Walcott fight or 
ry the following Wednesday 
(23). 
The Ritz Bros., who wind up to- | 
night (Wed.), will be replaced by | 
Jan Murray, who'll go in for three | 
days. Murray follows with the | 
Carousel, Pittsburgh, June 21. 








Borge Completes 
Danish Concerts 


Comedian Victor Borge, who has 


‘ ern spots such as the Last 
‘Snow White’ Ballet To Frontier, Las Vegas, etc., since 


Spark New ‘Ice-Capades’ | mid-March. 


Many Fla. Spots 





Top production number of 1949 
“Tee-Capades” will be based on 
Walt Disney’s “Snow White and 


the Seven Dwarfs.”’ Entire setup 
is now being worked out in coop- 





eration with Disney, who, although 
| paid a flat sum for the rights, has 
|taken an active interest in, the 
| presentation. 

Number of acts that have been 
|with the show for several seasons, 
|won’t be in the new edition when 
it breaks in at Atlantic City this 
|summer. Among the missing will 
'pe Trixie, juggler, and her hus- 
| band, Esco LaRue, comic; Phil 
‘Taylor, stilt skater, and Red 


McCarthy, speed demon. All had | 


been with the rink show so long 
they had practically been consid- 
'ered permanent fixtures. 





Ringling Circus Granted 
Permit Despite Squawk 
From Mpls. Aqua Assn. 


Minneapolis, June 15. 

Over the opposition of Tres 
Goetting, executive secretary of 
‘the Aquatennial association which 
puts on the annual summer mardi 
' gras, city council granted a license 
‘to the Ringling Brothers, Barnum 
& Bailey circus for performances 
‘here July 29 and 30 at a fee of 
| $1,200. 
| Paul July 31. 
| Goetting claimed the circus 
| would cut attendance at one of the 
| Aquatennial’s events, especially 
‘the coronation ball on July 30. 
|“We can’t stand competition from 
|the circus,” he said. “Backers 
_have furnished $100,000 for this 
| year’s Aquatennial.” 
| J. C. Thomas, the circus’ traffic 


‘manager, said the show’s schedule 


|is laid out so closely that it could 

only come to Minneapolis on the 
‘two days in question. He argued 
| it would draw people here from all 
|over the state. As a precaution, 
| he obtained a permit, too, for July 
29 and 20 in St. Paul in case he 
was turned down here. 

The circus’ last visit here was in 
| 1945. A polio epidemic caused it 
| to cancel its scheduled 1946 visit. 
“We can’t disappoint the children 
who have waited three years for 
the circus,” said Alderman Henry 


Making Pitch For 


Miami Beach. June 15. 
With most of the winter spots 





The circus will show in St. : 


| announcing their reopening for the 
i\summer last week, town will soon 
take on an in-season look. 

First of the big spots to set ar 
|opening date is the Beachcomber. 
| Ned Schuyler, long time operator, 
took on a new partner, Bill 
| Liebow, and the big room will 
| reopen June 24 with a Boots Mc- 
Kenna revue featuring a line of 
16, and several acts. 
| Copaeabana’s Murray Weinger 
{had planned to reopen with Hilde- 
|garde, June 30, but a fire that de- 
| Stroyed the Copa last week killed 
ireopening plans. Barry Gray, with 
his air show, had been doing*’a lush 


| biz for the lounge since shows 
| were discontinued some weeks 
ago. 


0 
| Smaller spots are also joining 
| the parade. The Paddock Club, all- 
initery downtown, already has a 
‘comedy show. Sam Barken will 
/relight the Blackamoor soon with 
la change of name to the Five 
|O’Clock or Riobamba, depending 
'o. what type of show he books in. 
Famous Door is also set to reopen. 
Clover Club, currently featur- 
ing Kay Vernon, brings in Carlos 
Ramirez to add to the competish 
at month’s end. Other rooms 
currently running include El 
Chico, Latin all-nitery and the 
Havana Madrid; Club Bali, under 
the aegis of local performer, Har- 
vey Bell, reopened several weeks 
ago with intime show policy. 
Question is where’ll the biz 
come from? A _ heavy influx of 
South American trade is expected. 
Hotel Assn. is also going after 
north Florida and southern patron- 
age via heavy ad expenditures. 
There are more hotels operating 
here this summer than ever before. 


Weinger Pacts Bel Geddes 








Summer Tourists 


Bank. Other councilmen took the 
view that the circus probably 
would stack up as a big added 
Aquatennial attraction. 


AAA Cites Segal ‘Unfair, 


To Design New Copa, Miami, 
To Replace Razed Spot 


Miami Beach, June 15. 
Murray Weinger announced plans 
for a new and larger Copacabana, 
designed by Norman Bel Geddes, 





Asks for Resignation 


Borscht-belt booker Jack Segal 
has run into another round of dif- 
ficulties because of his mainte- 
nance of a hotel for acts playing 
the mountain resorts. This time 
action is coming from the Asso- 
ciated Agents of America, an or- 
ganization of percenters, which has 
demanded that Segal resign from 
the organization. 

The percenters claim Segal’s ho- 
tel, where he boards acts playing 
his string of mountain-inns, is un- 
fair competition to other bookers 
and paves the way for the hotel 
operators to demand other agen- 
cies to provide similar housing for 
acts. This would relieve resorts of 
the obligation of boarding them, 
as required by American Guild of 
Variety Artists. 

Segal, so far, has refused to com- 
ply with the AAA request. Board 
‘will now file formal charges for 





for reopening in early fall. Investi- 
gation of the fire which destroyed 
the swank spot failed to reveal 
cause of the explosion and blaze 
which followed and left just the 
four walls standing. Understood 
insurance’ settlement will be 
$200,000. 

Meantime, Barry Gray, who was 
under yearly contract to broadcast 
his four-hour nightly airer from 
the Copa lounge, is continuing 
from station WKAT on an 11 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.m. schedule. Night fol- 
lowing the fire, Gray aired a 15- 
minute shot from the ruins. 

New plans call for revolving 
stage, dressing rooms with show- 
ers, seating capacity of 700 in the 
main room and 350 in the lounge 
\which will feature a circular bar 
with stage for Gray to work from; 
game rooms for the entertainers, 
plus many new features in nitery 
decor and design. 





presentation at a later meeting. 
Segal’s difficulties started last 
year when AGVA demanded that 
the employing hotel operators give 
performers accommodations simi- 


Oregon Agts. Organize 


Portland, Ore., June 15. 


|lar to those given paying guests. 
If housing on the premises was 
unavailable, similar accommoda- 
|tions w re to be given within a 
| five-mile radius. It was claimed 
Segal failed to livé up to the five- 
|mile limitation. He was subse- 


just completed concert dates in his quently put on the unfair list, and 
native Denmark, sails June 24 agency franchise was suspended. 
from England on the Queen Eliza- Segal then brought suit in N. Y. 
beth for New York. | Supreme Court to fight the AGVA 

He may return to England for ,wkase. He lost the case. This 
engagements next fall. Meantime, year, however, AGVA gave him a 
he has concert and nitery dates in| Waiver on the five-mile clause to 


the U. S. this summer. 


¢ 





;permit him to operate. 


Oregon agents have organized as 
Theatrical Booking Agents Assn. of 
Oregon. Purpose is to pact with 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
as well as standardize agency prac- 
tices in the area. 

Officers elected are Monte 
Brooks, president; Norman Ander- 
son, veepee, and Johnny Walker, 
secretary. Ranson Meinke has been 
named executive secretary. Or- 
ganization’s officers together with 
Hazel Rex and Joe Young comprise 
the board of directors. 





. * . 


Talent Agcys. Enlist Cafe Ops 


In Plan to Develop New B.0. Lures 


a 
bf 


falent agencies faced with the 





Spike Jones Revue 8'4G 


In 4, Salt Lake City | 


Salt Lake City, June 15. 
Spike Jones’ ‘Musical Deprecia- 
tion Revue,” at Capitol theatre 
here for four performances last | 
week (7-8), did mild $8,500. Eve-'! 





problem of finding spots for mid- 
dle salary bracket performers, are 
approaching cafe operators on the 
idea of developing talent that may 


| eventually mean boxoffice for 


them. 


Percenters are taking the posi- 
tion that since the majority of 


Gardner Threatens To 


; ; : cafes cannot afford the surefire 
ning attendance was good, but hjures, operators would be better 


matinees were light. ; : 
Show was originally scheduled | by taking a chance on a re- 


: " liable entertainer that will do a 
for Jerry Jones’ Rainbow Randevu, , - 
but when the dance spot Peved 1200 job. The first time around, 


down, Intermountain Theatres, op- | performer may build sufficiently a 


typed - ; |fairly good word of mouth. How- 
erators of the Capitol, signed Jones with a repeat visit in six 


for the same dates he was to have peeme Mi sista aacines Gian Aan 
played at the Randevu. : be snc ab BaVe 


attained sufficient rep to pay off at 
|the boxoffice. A third engage- 
jment, they claim, will bring the 
operator’ profit. 


Vamp Strand, N.Y., Show with "some “operators "agencies 
Until Billed Over Pic ave been able to keep many of 


the middle bracketed performers 
The Strand theatre, N. Y., nearly | ; ; 


going. 
didn’t- have a show Friday (11) be- | 








One of the drawbacks to this 


lcause of a billing dispute with Ed |P!an, however, is difficulty in per- 


|suading performers to salary cuts 


Gardner. ; | 

Gardner, who heads NBC’s |°" experimenta dates. 
“Duffy’s Tavern” and who’s now There have been instances where 
lmaking a series of personals, this plan has worked out well. Per- 


formers such as Myron Cohen, Jan 
|Murray and Jack Carter are con- 
sidered names in several towns, 
and can repeat approximately 
every 10 months. 

Vaude houses have long found 
that this process worked out well. 
In the case of vauders, bookers 
bere put we: ye performers 
: with a strong band or sturd ic- 
were met, and show proceeded On | ture, With a long run, act an able 


time. to buil 
The marquee was changed im- lt ‘lente thar nena made rege 


mediately, but the previously pre- 
pared displays could not be altered ° 
High Court Upholds 
Nix of License On 


immediately since work was done 
Paddeck Club, A.C. 


by outside firms. Strand theatre 
spent around $2,500 to re-do the 
Atlantic City, June 15. 
After numerous tilts with the 


art work. Gardner consented to 
appear while changes were being 
made. 
State Alcoholic Beverage Control 
commission, the Paddock Interna- 
tional club lost its liquor license 


Gardner’s package, comprising 
Jane Russell, Charlie Cantor, Eddie 

when State Supreme court upheld 
a ruling of ABC Commissioner 


Green, Florence Halop and Matty 
Hock last Wednesday (9). 


started tiffing with Strand manage- 
ment early Friday morning when 
he discovered that the _ picture, 
“Wallflower” (WB), was billed over 
him. He consequently refused to 
go on unless that situation was 
corrected. After a conference with 
Strand officials and Music Corp 
of America execs, Gardner’s terms 











Malneck, was booked into the 
Strand on a guarantee plus over- 
ages when gross reaches $60,000. 
Deal was made on the Coast by 

studio execs. 

Hock had ruled a few weeks be- 

. ns he fore that the liquor license granted 

Chi Oriental In Stage Mrs. Rebecea Kravis should be re- 

e voked. Former State Senator Em- 

Switch to One-Weekers erson Richards went to the Su- 

Chicago, June 15. preme Court after gaining a stay 

Oriental theatre switches stage on the order which permitted the 


club to remain open pending the 


policy for the next few months, 
bringing in one week attractions. 
House has been playing two weeks, 
up to month, during the past year, 
except for rare occasions. 

Tex Williams and George Givot 
head the first one-weeker starting 
June 24, followed by solo week 


court’s ruling. The state’s highest 
court sustained Hock. — 

Operator of club was charged 
with permitting girl entertainers to 
be “treated” by customers and also 
allowing Eddie Kravis, son of the 








cafes are now expected to go after | 
the juve trade. 








Danny Lewis’ Comeback | 


proprietor, to operate the establish- 
ment. Latter had been convicted 
stints of Dick Haymes, Three |of a crime involving moral turpi- 
Stooges, Vaughn Monroe and tude and because of conviction 
Gene Autry. Move is thought to|was barred from operating the 
have been made to counter stage |club. Conviction had come two 
fare going back into the Chicago, | yedrs ago as he ran the place, and 
June 24. license was shifted te his mother. 
Paddock has for several years 
‘ “ been one of the top night spots in 
N.Y. Niteries Angling Juve |resort. Its owners have been up 
° * before the ABC and in Recorder’s 
Biz With Swoon-Crooners and other city courts on numerous 
Recent click of Frankie Laine | occasions. One famous defense in 
at the Harem, N. Y., has caused a | Recorder’s court came when own- 
change of mind regarding the box- |¢rs were charged with ee 
" - . ithe peace because their band kep 
+ te are — pana nae residents within a block awake all 
been set for the Latin Quarter, night. 
N. Y., starting July 18. 
Prior to Laine’s engagement, it 
was hp a “o youthful singers COP CONCLAVE CANCELS 
would entice only the younger set, 
who are notorious for staying long OUT TEXACO VAUDEO 
and spending little. However, n 
Harem receipts during Laine’s | The Texaco Star Theatre will 
stand disproved such ideas. Other >¢ off NBC-TV next Tuesday (22) 
because of pre-empting of time by 
the Republican National conven- 
tion in Philadeiphia. Show will be 
resumed June 29 with Bert Wheel- 
er, Henny Youngman, Al Gordon, 
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Deney Lewis, tte 2: tee soe ee ieee ae ae 
P ay an shour, Nancy Walker, Three 
Lewis (Dean Martin &), has started Swifts, tentatively set. Bea Lillie 
clicking on his —— on a singer and Carmen Cavallaro were slated 
after his first major date in sev-| for the show that was cancelled. 
eral years. Lewis, Sr., who started Milton Berle was forced out of 
reaps, See nase Booked ta | att, MG's (Taek), show because 
Hippodrome, Baltimore, July 1,| stituted as emcee.” Others in the 
and will follow into the Glass Hat, cast were: Willie Howard who was 
N. Y. , | rushed in at the last minute as a 

Before his click at the Latin) comedy replacement, Betty Reilly, 
Casino, Lewis had been on show- | Salici_ Puppets, Vagabonds, Cos- 
ing dates at the Loew and RKO tello Twins and Valerie Bettis. 





one-nighters in New York. | Berle is expetted back June 29. 
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By JOE WALKER 


Atlantic City, June 15. 
This resort is all set for what it 
hopes will be another boffo season. 


As a result of thousands of feet | 


of sand pumped onto the badly 


eroded up-city beaches it can ac- 
commodate thousands of more 
bathers while the boardwalk in the 
Inlet section has been rebuilt to 
accommodate patronage in that 
area. 

From the looks of things it will 
be almost the same Atlantic City 
Final scars left by the hurricane of 
1944 and the war, when the Army 
took over all the big hotels, have 
finally disappeared. The big at- 
traction again will be the tong 
white beach, stretching for 10 
miles, and the boardwalk, which 
gives the visitor an unobstructed 











WALTER WINCHELL says: 


“Orchids to Dorothy Biaine 
who sings like Lauren Bacall 
looks, and looks like her, 
too...” 


DOR THY 
AlN 











Week Beginning June 17 


Loew’s Capitol 
Washington, D. C. 


Thanks to: Sidney H. Piermont 
Gowns: Kathryn Kuhn 
Press: Hall-Stillman Associates 
Arrangements: Danny Mendelson 
Direction: Senia Gamsa 

















Atlantic City Given ‘New Look’ 
With Many Added Attractions 


.view of the sea for nearly all that 
distance. 

| Starting with 
tions: along the walk Steel pier is 
‘already drawing them by the thou- 
ands under the guidance of George 
Hamid. Name bands are appear- 
ling in the huge ballroom. Vaude- 
ville is attracting them into the 
middle theatre, 
films. The front theatre will house 
motion pictures and video, the lat- 
ier attraction a new form of enter- 
tafnment. Hamid has added a new 
deck with attractions for children. 
He has converted long extension to 
end of pier into a midway where 
nearly anything from sandwiches 
to souvenirs of Atlantic City can 
be bought. This despite the city’s 
easement deed. City officials ap- 
,parently are working on the idea 
that times change and pier needs 
every dollar it can get. 
‘Ice-Capades,’ Legits 

top attraction will be the 
huge city auditorium, where the 
John Harris “Ice-Capades’” will 
again hold forth in the main sec- 
tion. This has been a big attrac- 
tion for vacationists every year on 
its 10 weeks run. Also im the audi- 
torium will be legitimate shows in 
the ballroom. 


Next 


David Lowe. Report is that the 
New York “Oklahoma!” will play 
there all this season. 

| Hamid’s other pier, the Million 
Dollar, will house an International 
|Exposition to open June 26. Only 
other pier is the uptown one lo- 
cated on the site of the old Steeple- 
chase, which burned years ago. It 
‘has attractions for children only 
although it has stores extending 
faleng the front. 


| Hotels will again vie for nitery 
trade with good bands and shows. 
Walk motion picture houses will 
offer topflight films. Midnight 
|shows again will be features in 


most houses, especially on week- | 


ends. 

Legitimate shows are also sched- 
uled for Hotel Chelsea’s small the- 
_atre. Objection to both the Audi- 
|torium and Chelsea playhouses is 
that they are without air condi- 
| tioning. 

Globe Goes Burley 


| The Globe, which last week 
‘housed Shertok’s Gilbert and 
‘Sullivan company before it started 
|tour, goes back to burlesque this 
‘Friday (18). 

| There is the usual run of good 
|restaurants. Prices and food at 
‘such spots as Hackney’s and Starn’s 
‘for seafood: Savoy, Trench’s, Bab- 
/ette’s for seafood and steaks; Ven- 
‘ice for Italian food, to mention a 
'few, are. well within pocketbook 
\Of vacationists. 

' Nightclubs will duek top talent 








the top attrac- | 


augmented by | 


Last year this was | 
ramped and top shows put on by | 





Ali Major Networks, 
Theatres and Clubs, 
U. S. and Canada 





AMERICA'S TOP HEADLINE SINGING GROUP 






Personal Direction—ED KIREEBY 


RCA 
VICTOR 
FAVORITES 


because of inflationary salaries acts 
are asking. Their casinos are out 
again this summer. One municipal 
investigation already is about to 
|get under way while another in- 


volving horserooms and a mysteri- | 


‘ous detective-horseroom bet taker, 
jis encering its concluding stages. 
Without a doubt the lid will be on 
| tight. 

Town has spruced up for vaca- 
tionists. Big headache will again 
be transpertation. Those with cars 
are going to find it tough to oper- 
ate them, almost impossible to 
park them, even in garages, the 
number of which has declined 
steadily in the years past. Police 
are going to be tough. ° Railroad 
transportation here is also a head- 
ache ok but trains are 
so dirty that city has found it nec- 
essary to go before Utility Commis- 
sion in an effort to remedy this. 


Service 1s 


Move afoot to electrify the line 
which would help somewhat. 

Hoteimen are set for the big 
summer season. All the great 
beach 


pooked, and they need it afier a 
very 


Larry Funk, who headed the 
band dept. of the McConkey 
agency, has switched to the small 
band division of Musie Corp. of 
America. 

A vacancy in the MCA cafe 
dept. is still to be filled. Joe Sully, 
of MCA’s Coast office, was origi- 
nally slated to replace Johnny 
Greenhut in that department, but 
| will remain in Beverly Hills in- 
stead. Greenhut is now doubling 
| between cafes and video. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., June 15. 
Louise Harris, Paramount staffer, | 
underwent thoracoplasty operation 
|at general hospital and recuping at 
ithe Rogers. 








lean winter. | lost the title 
learlier from 


Funk Joins MCA | match A 


|NOT MUCH CHANCE OF 
4TH ROCKY-TONY FITE 


By JACK PULASKI 

There isn't much chance of an- 
other Rocky Graziano-Tony Zale 
‘fight; their scrap last Thursday 1n 
| Newark established beyond a doubt 
that Zale, by his three-round 


| 


; 


AGVA Elections 
End of Month 


Election of officers for Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists and 
ratification of its constitution will 





| knockout, was the master. 
Italian-American Graziano fol- | 
lowers who inhabit New York’s 
llower eastside went for plenty by 
| laying the 12 to 5, and better, odds 
on the defending 160-pound champ 
in their third encounter. Each of 
their first two seraps also ended 
in knockouts, Zale winning the 


first in six, and Rocky the second 
alse in SIX At each meeting Zale 
va ilso on the short end of the 
betting 


Graziano was virtually licked in 
the first round, when Zale put 
him on the canvas with a left hook. 
Rocky showed a flash of form late | 
in the second round but that about | 


front hostelries are solidly | let him out, and a little after the 


of the third round he | 
he had won 10 months | 


first minute 


syndicate financed the | 
goodly percentage of | 
takings was set aside for charity, 
while the fighter guarantees com- | 
prised $120,000 to Graziano and 
$60,000 to Zale. Gross was $335,- 
646, and attendance was announced 
as. 21,497. After deducting 25% 
in admissions taxes ($83,700) the 
net of $251,964 did not provide | 
much profit to the backers, if any. | 
| Proposal to telecast the fight | 
|was scratched. Price offered for | 
|television rights was $30,000 but 
jit was contended that by not tele- | 
casting the event, the gate bene- | 
fited by $100,000. Report of a 
secret deal to televise the fight to 
viewers in Philadelphia, Washing- 
ton and Boston appears to have 
been a wrong .steer, and several 
days before the match ads in the 
dailies announced there would 
positively be no telecasting. Top 
price was $30 ringside but early 
last week $20 tickets were on hand 


A Newark 





| Ines Groething, after a try at the 
\Big-Town, back to the Rogers for 
‘the summer. | 
A. C. Lovering, former theatre | 
|owner, and the Albert Barringers | 
‘in to ogle the lodge and your | 
| columnist. 


in Broadway agencies for $10 each, 
the scale being halved by the pro- 
moters to bolster the sagging sale. 
Louis-Waleott Weak Sale 
Dope that the proximity of the | 
Zale-Graziano meeting and the re- | 
turn session between Joe Louis and | 


| Alice Dudley and Sophia Medes | Jersey Joe Walcott for the heavy- | 
back after 10-day furloughs to their | Weight crown was too close, ap- 


| hometowns. 

Robert Handley, general man- 
ager of Yost cireuit, Harrisburg, 
Pa., in for weekend, with Charles 
Kaufhold. 

Mayor Tony Anderson, manager 
'of Pontiac theatre, off to Flushing, 
L. L., to attend funeral of a rela- 
tive. 

Birthday greetings are in order 
to Sig Mealy, Tom Curry and Joe 
DeNicolo, all doing nicely with the 
routine. 
| John Binkley (IATSE) to Lan- 


caster, Pa., for a two week vacash. 





{ 


‘to Albany. 

| Many thanks to Knight & Tessie, 
dancers; Sam Schulman and Joseph 
Roberts for reading matter and 
gifts to the gang. 

Natalie Smith planed in to visit 
| husband, G. Albert Smith, recuping 
\from recent operation. 
| Dolly Gallagher, of Warner Bros. 
— office, upped for one meal 

aily. 

Kitty Bernard (Stapleton Sisters) 
|back to bed with setback in her 


floored with pleurisy. 

| Fall bookings set by the Adiron- 
dack Community Concert Assn. 
‘include Sanroma, pianist; Anatol 
|Kaiminsky, violinist, and Todd 
|Dunean, Negro baritone. 

| Bill Lalis (Decca Records) back 
\from hospital after mastering the 








‘Ditto James Wotton, who. planed |e “wuz robbed” when he fought | 


Chicago home; ditto Inez Liverpool, | 


pears to be right. Expectation of a | 
million-dollar gross at the Yankee | 
Stadium next Wednesday (23) ap- | 
pears to be overestimated. Early | 
this week the sale in New York was | 
virtually limited to $20 and $30) 
tickets, while orders for $50 ring- | 
sides moStly came from out of town. | 

Walcott thinks he will become 
the new champ, and says so in a 
two-part Satevepost article, last of 
which is in the current issue. The | 
Jerseyite is quoted ciaiming that 
he'll “do it again,” meaning that 


Louis in Madison Square Garden | 
last winter and lost the decision al- 
though he had the champ on the 
deck a couple of times. 





'eonducted by 


Zale. — 


start end of the month. Election, 
the Honest | Ballot 
shortly after June 


Assn., will be 


| 21. deadline set for nominations by 


will then 
candidates 
their 


AGVA_ board 
eligibility of 
nominees as to 
to serve. 


petition. 
pass on 
and poll 
availability 

Elections will also have to wait 
for complete transcription of the 
AGVA convention minutes, so that 
all changes in the proposed con- 
stitution can be included in the 
completed draft. 


Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis have 
been signed for the Latin Casino, 
Philadelphia, in September for 
three weeks. 








CAPPELLA 
PATRICIA 


“After their sensational de- 
but Cappella and Patricia 
held up the show at the first 
night of “A LA CARTE” at 
Brighton’s Theatre Royale . . . 
They stopped the show and 
were allowed to retire only 
through exhaustion. . .” 
—PETER BLACKE, 
Evening Argus. 


“Cappella and Patricia on 
two occasions stopped the 
show.” 


—BRIGHTON DAILY NEWS. 


OPENING WITH 


‘A LA CARTE’ Revue 
June 17 


Savoy Theatre, London 














SOCIAL DIRECTORS 


A tep gnagman has just timished an 
original hilarious sketch especially 
written fer the moun‘ains and musical 
revues. Send only $3 for a copy. You 
will also reeeive free «a gagfile of 
original seck topical gags. : 
LAUGHS UNLIMITED 
276 West 43d Street, New York City 
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MAXINE 


IVAN 


CURRENTLY 
| PENT HOUSE CLUB indefinitely, New York 
RADIO: Sundays, 3-3:15 P.M., WNEW 


Personal Management: 
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NEW YORK 


OPACABAN 


OPENING AUGUST 


NEW YORK 


Direction: GENERAL ARTISTS CORPORATION 
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Three Agents of Ohio Booze Board 
Indicted for Alleged Shakedowns 


Columbus, June 15. 
Special grand jury investigation 
of alleged shakedowns of liquor 
license holders by State Liquor De- 
partment agents, resulted 


penhimer, chief permit examiner 
of Department of Liquor Control, 
on charges of soliciting and ac- 
cepting bribes from applicants. 

In one indictment Oppenhimer 
was accused of accepting a bribe 
of $300 from Howard McCall, op- 
erator of Terrace Gardens, on Nov. 
25. 1947: and of soliciting a 
of $2,300 from Gilbert Shively, 
who with his wife operates 
Shively hotel. 

In a second indictment, 
himer, Hugh H. Ruel, a 
farmer, who is chairman 
Scioto County Republican 
tive committee; and Tracy Pack, 
operator of a taxi company, were 
accused of soliciting $1,500 from 


bribe 
pri be 


the 


Oppen- 
retired 
of the 
execu- 


Gilbert Shively on Feb. I9, and 
soliciting $1,000from Shively the | 
next day. McCall received a li- 
cense, but Shively did not. 


Probe Continues 

Prosecutor Ralph H. Bartlett of 
Franklin County, who announced 
the indictments, said they “by no 
means close the liquor probe.” 
The Franklin County grand jury 
began its probe after charges by 
McCall that he gave Oppenhimer 
his 

















21. 


| 


|a month 
in the! 
indictment last week of A. E. Op- t bribery accusations. 


| 


arraigned in criminal court, June | 


This was the second time within 
that liquor department 
became involved in 
Two inspec- 
in Youngs- 
town month on a charge of 
asking a bribe from Paul Alvino, 
operator of the R-Villa Night Club, 


_personnel 


|tors were convicted 


last 





and -were sentenced to one to 10! 

. . ry | 
years in prison. They have ap-} 
pealed. The two agents, Joseph | 


Holland and Leonard Strauss, were | 
alleged to have demanded $2,500 | 
from Alvino last Aug. 10, after | 
they had charged him with selling 
liquor on Sunday. 





Magicians Society | 
Elects New Slate In 
Atlantic City Conv. 


Atlantic City, June 15. 
American Society of Magicians 
| gathered here for its 20th annual 
|convention over the weekend and, 


‘after swapping secrets of their 
trade elected John McArdle, of 
New York City, their president 


Saturday (12). 

Top event on agenda was a bene- 
fit performance in the ballroom 
of the city’s convention hall which 
attracted 2,500 with proceeds go- 


Garden B.0. Will 


Memphis Club Switches 


Memphis, June 15. 
Wray Williams has sold the 
Town Club here to Jac Levinson 
and Martin Deneberger. 
New management is considering 
la floor show policy, possibly with 
name attractions. 








Decide Future Of 


Rodeo Circuit 


Boxoffice results of rodeo to be 
held this fall at Madison Square 
Garden, N.Y., is likely to deter- 
mine the future of next season’s 
bronco displays. Should the grosses | 


| approximate those hit during 1946, | 


it’s likely that every major outfit 
will start up again. Otherwise the 
cowpokes face a lean year. 

The Arena Managers Assn., for 
example, so far abandoned 
rodeo plans. This, despite the fact 
that AMA has its own line stock. 
Their only rodeo venture will be a | 
session in the Philadelphia Arena | 
with Roy Rogers as the star. 
Rogers, however, is taking over 
the house and will afterwards play 
the Arthur Wirtz arenas in Detroit, | 
St. Louis and Indianapolis. 


has 


Det. Liquor Commission, Cops 
Crack Down on ‘Indecent’ Shows 





Crabbe Water Show Set 


Detroit, June 15. 
Frank Barbaro’s Bowery club 
here was among those cited for 


“obscene and immoral” shows in 
For Date in Honolulu’ 'a sudden crackdown by the State 


The Buster Crabbe water show, | ‘Liquor Commission against spots 
aap wage touring houses controlled | featuring “indecent” shows. Liquor 
by the Arena Managers Assn., is|board pressure was directed = 
slated to go to Honolulu for a four- |Cafes where gal performers do 
d he fall. stripteaser bumps and grinds. 
week stand in the fa Police Commissioner Harry S. 
Crabbe will take entire unit Toy revealed that a special police 
well as a huge tank. 


squad has been assigned to supple- 
B&k Shifts Vauders 
Back to Chi Theatre; 
State-Lake Goes Pix 


Chicago, June 15. 
Chicago theatre, Balaban & Katz 
flagship here, 


ae 


as 





ment the work of the censor 
|bureau. Lt. Herbert Case, censor 
bureau chief, declared that ap- 


parently his men were recognized 
in the various spots and were given 
sapolioed versions. When plain- 
'clothesmen followed up, they 
found most of the shows objection- 
|able, he added. An owner, if found 
guilty, faces a fine of $300 and may 
: | have his license revoked. 
reinstates vaude on | 


‘ 4 : The crackdown has the bistro 
June 24 with Billy De Wolfe operators bewildered. Mike Chi- 
heading bill. rheatre switched to | lado, Gay Haven operator and head 
wry sf ." og R.- Fagen: 'of the Metropolitan Cabaret Own- 
at wnich Ume Hs smalier SISter! org <Assn., declared oorshows 
house, the State-Lake, lighted up | paven't changed in years. “Why 
fil stage. Latter will revert to| sre our shows suddenly dirty?” 
films. pes 7 ' : 


| Barbaro similarly denied indecency 
in his floorshows, claiming that the 
‘acts he uses have played the big- 
'gest spots in the country and do 
inot have to stoop to indigoisms to 
get over. ~ 

Off-the-record opinions indicate 
that action is a result of cafe own- 


Switch originally was made on 
the grounds that federal district 
court’s two-week limitation on 
Loop runs made vaude unprofit- 
able at the larger house. Boxof- 
fice at both theatres has been lag- | 
ging while the Oriental, Essaness 
































$300 to speed up issuance of his| ing to the Betty Bacharach home. There’s little activity in’ that 
license. Oppenhimer denied this. | yacicians offered 10 topflight acts. | direction elsewhere. Major rea- | theatre, has racked up _ hefty | ers’ attempt to force the courts to 
rhe three indicted men will be | During the two days they were |son for the meagre outlook is the | grosses with stageshows suspend daylight saving time. 
= Sate Sa here they put on stunts for the | lack of top western film names. | gece = = 
BIDS WANTED amusement of the weekend crowd. The major draws in this field are 
Buddy La Rue, of Indianapolis, did | Gene Autry and Rogers. Autry is 
THE AMERICAN LEGION 1948 CON. | 4 Strait jacket escape while sus- likely to play Madison Square Gar- 
VENTION CORPORATION of FLORIDA pended from the fifth floor. of a | den and may take ona few other hi > 77] 
will receive bids for Concessions for || 0ard walk hotel; another magician Stands. Rogers will do a few weeks xtra r inary HJ 
supplying the following items during || drove a car while blindfolded | with his show. 
the National Convention of the Amer- || through the ie! a a a. | Without b.o. lures, promoters 
ican Legion in Miami r stunt fizzed. arry Beerhle, of | are afraid to take chances. They . 
1948: on ety esata ae Allentown, Pa., was Scheduled to | claim that costs have gone up con- “Shake Room with Applause” 
be “burned alive” on the beach | siderably. Prize money, formerly 


Convention Halls and Street Lights; re- 
freshments of all kinds, novelties of all 
kinds, flowers, helmets, entertainment, 
and anything else that can be vended 
during the Convention to Legionnaires 


an incidental factor, is now a big 
item. And the majority of opera- 
tors won’t invest unless there’s as- | 
surance of getting the investment 


| but when it came time for the per- 
formance he found his equipment 
had not arrived. 

Other officers elected are Frank 


“Sock Entertainment”! 


and others. Werner, Houston, Tex., veepee; | back. , 
An exclusive protective contract will || Leslie Guest, Summit, N. J., secre-| Consequently, promoters won't 

be issued to those licensed. Submit all || tary; Jean Hugard, Brooklyn, N. Y., | make plans until it’s definite that “Hu A H sd | 

offers in writing only to the under- || treasurer, and the Rev. Willard | there’s a market for such shows. cavy pp ause = 

signed. Appointments will be made for | Smith, Holden, Mass., chaplain. |Once grosses perk at the Garden, 


Richard Dubois, South Orange; | then it’s likely that other outfits 


personal discussion. 


Addvees: Harry Percival, Boston; Dr. Zino | will get going, eyen if names are 
HENRY COBBS, Chairman Bennet, Detroit, and Mervin Tay- | not available. The Garden show is | 
Concessions and Decorations Committee || [Or, Hollywood, were elected reg- | regarded as a b.o. criterion in the | 


trade. The offish grosses last year | 
presaged the lean season that fol- | 
lowed. 


_ional vice-presidents. Vynn Boyar, | 
of Forrestville, Conn., was chosen 
' editor of the Society’s official mag. 


CASS FRANKLIN : MONICA MOORE 


OUTSTANDING SINGING TEAM OF 1948 


JUST CLOSED AT HiPPODROME THEATRE, BALTIMORE 


PRECEDING ENGAGEMENTS: LE RUBAN BLEU & EMBASSY CLUB, N. Y. 


Cass Franklin & Monica Moore 
c/o Hippodrome Theatre 
Baltimore, Maryland 


P. O. Box 1, Little River Station 
Miami, Florida 
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GEORGE 


JOHNSON == GUEST 


JANE 








EXCITING 
DIVERSION 


ORCHIDS: 





“The hammer-happy youngster introduces one of his own 
compositions with this show: a jivey bit tagged “Skunk 
Hollow Stomp” guaranteed to set your tootsies tapping. 
Also sock entertainment; his “Sabre Dance” and “The 
Flight of the Bumble Bee” . . . Jane Johnson, the canary 
with the omigawsh shape and the outsized orbs, garners 
singing honors .. . The tall doll has an appealing lilt in her 
voice and gathers heavy applause . . . this artist has a 
wardrobe that would put the average fashion show to 
shame.” —AL PALMER, The Herald, Montreal. 

(June 10, 1948). 





Walter Winchell Deor Cass and Monica: 





Louls Sobol 
Let me congratulate you on the fine 
act you did at the Hippodrome Thea- 
tre this week. Our appreciation of 
your good work is evidenced by the 
fact that we signed o contract to play 
you again within the next four 
months. | want you to know that dur-]3 
ing the week a great number of peo- 
ple stopped me to tell me about the 
excellent singing act we had on our 
stage. 

1 trust that your “date” at the Hippo-f 
drome this week will be the start of 
much future success for both of you. 





WONDERFUL 





Earl Wilson 





VOCALTHRILL # TOPS in TOWN 





Robert Sylvester 





Dorothy Kilgallen 





“George Guest's classical and Boogie Woogie interpreta- 
tions of ‘The Flight of the Bumble Bee” shake the room with 
applause ... Jane Johnson a svelt and charming chanteuse 
extra ordinary.” —LE CANADA, Montreal. 
| (June 9, 1948). 


Currently 


EL MOROCCO 





Very truly yours, 
IMR-HL (Signed) 1. M. Rappaport 


THANK YOU, MR. RAPPAPORT 








SOLID WIN BEG-OFF 


Variety 


SAVOY-PLAZA HOTEL, 


LIMITED ENGAGEMENT oe MONTREAL, CANADA 
Opening Thaifédey, July 1st: LOEW’S CAPITOL, Washingtén, D. C. 
; Personal Direction: JULES ZIEGLER, Inc., 545 Sth Ave. N. Y. . 
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NEW 
YORK 
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Pay ' - ee 
° . hilarious. Others are merely dev-| This is a well rounded vocal group | FORD FASHION SHOW 
| astating. In between, the boys join | with subtle harmonic shadings an | ; 
Ig ll eviews |forces in silent facial imitation of | a choice song-assortment. pec USE PRO PERFORMERS 
disk greats while the platters are 3 a nice — — ae | 
- ~ , — aired over the p.a. system. Best |“Mumbles” and hit good jivey = es 
Chez Paree. Chi | as he displays training much above of these are the accompaniments | greove with “Ride, Red, Ride.” | The Ford Motors gil at the ss 
Chicago, June 11, | USual baritones. He gets a hefty ig the Bing Crosby-Al Jolson disk- They're off after a pair of encores. Waldorf-Astoria hotel, N. Y., which : 
Joe E. Lewis with Austin Mack, | hand for backing the line and in ing of “The Spaniard Who Blighted | Patterson and Jackson, portly closed last night (Tues.), and the nitery bi' 
Jane Harvey, Park & Clifford,|his own song, “Blue Shadows on my Life” and the Andrews Sisters’ | comedy team, also go over. They're | 7 Fair at Madison Squar top, yous 
Lane Adams, Chez Adorables (10),| the Trail. Marty Gould orch | version of “Massachusetts.” fairly lithe fo rotund lads and do | Fashion air at Madi: quare Andreas 
Marty Gould orch (10), Don Chie- | does neatly on show and for dance; 4 frankly skeptical opening | neatly. Really cook in their take-|Garden, N. Y., which ended last And it 
sta combo (5) with Carmen; $3.50 | interludes. Don Chiesta rhumba night crowd was quickly won over off on tne Ink Spots. week added to the roster of talent into thé 
minimum. ae — floor a = oes. and the boys finally begged off.| Jackie Mabley, oe to employment. rl a 
paeaieicieace | WI -armen calling the shots. Material is slick timing is razor | Apollo, Harlem, theatre audiences, hii ; : Fisher ¢C 
Joe E. Lewis, toplining current| Line holds over numbers from sharp, and delivery is smooth. |is a plvasant singer with a ram- | ae oe ~ — viekle vial to clo 
layout at the Chez Paree, is as| Previous show Zabe. There are one or two places where | bling and talky delivery. Garbed Impresarioed by Je y dee ve original 
solid as ever and steals the show. _ — the material might be tightened in sharecropper duds, this mascu of Leader Enterprises, lad a ta ent fo-closin 
Comic has a fresh line of parodies Club 509. Detroit somewhat, but they are of short line-voiced chirper gets audience nut of around $25,000 which in- show oa 
and material. He holds floor for Pe duration and fail to detract from attention for a good hand. cluded models and music. Among eliminat 
nearly an hour and has to beg off. ; Detroit, June 1] the overall topnotch impression Bill is completed by Harold the entertainers were Betty George, close. , 
Backed capably by pianist Austin d ty aera ef I 'D (W _ Terp chores here are now han-| King (New Acts) with valuable Jay Marshall, Eileen O’Dare, and = 5. " 
Mack. he does a Gilbert and Sul-| a é i ‘ard and Jack — dled by Phil Ohman whose | production assists by Archie Sav- the Payson Re band. Al Stillman via 
livanish bit, “I’m Allergic to the Belva White, Johnny. King arry clean arrangements keep the floor age. a smooth dancer who's been of Radio City Music Hall, N. Y alum : 
Best Things in Life.” Tollow's Bardell Miriam Sage umoers crowded Kan held ov-r since the spot opened Powe 4 ciechdes aineiieeenaiant te i NBC te 
rie es ia ~“* 1 Bonny Resh Orch. (6 60c. Ad , oe eee » Tang line excels in | 5¢riptec PSS ga Sereneee eae 60-minu 
with . takeofi on current rop mis ll 4 . : ° Loses a Raw 2 - ' supery ised bs Leon Leonidoff, values, 
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of Frenc h male sing! ns = -- AImAt@ s Supper Club The bands. Jack Lopez ana Betty senior Music Hall producer. three-ca 
ports. His major new skit is : - (PORTLAND. ORE rhe bands, Jat sopez ana Bett Pe : Fury 
: stil oe Prime act of this well-paced af IVES, ae) ‘ apes ‘ovide the after ee . for bal- in esta 
about films, with psychiatrists = Portland, Ore.. June 12 May quartet, provide the after The Ford show went in for ba Pre 
and phobias in every reel. Por. 20% = the Ruloff rio, which Tony “<arloff. Gilpin’s Marionets show dace tunes. Lopez, inciden- |jet and legit people. Display fea- timac} 
e . x _—= = 4 = 5 2 *< . ‘ : rhiiit >» i rrOonMeLS ‘ wee . > u ° 
a flash closer, he spoofs Phil clicks in rollicking  aeagey ~~ Wain (2). Leon Warrick. Larry Laine | ‘lly, backs show in hep style. un- tured a sketch using non-name Be 
Harris and pitches for singers who | Prepares payees for  hish'ow Orch (6): no minimum. 60c cover | USUal for a Latin combo called Equity performers and a ballet with Choic 
lilee the “t} j adagio, then starts tossing curves. ¢/$) 2): ents WE COVET, upon to work in jive idiom. ate Le S Al spot (h 
ike the north. : ; subtle spills and °/-20 Saturdays . choreography by Fred Danielli. Aid . 
Jane Harvey, lush brunet, clicks After.a few subtle spills an . Jose. ee ee oe a ie one of 
, : tg, ; ‘+ |costume calamities, trio goes into of American National Theatre e tran 
in song stanza. Tees off with |‘ . ny ' George Amato took over the old ——_—_—— aye ne aie stn he tré 
“Von? reree nar -ineat bits of comedy adagio that ,,~*9*5* / O took over the olc ; asa} Academy was enlisted in securing f his 
You’re Marvelous” and segues | ieee Saw | wie w off to, loud Room location a few months Esquire, Montrea -rformers were 1 
into “Let’s Fall in Love. “Them te ee —e S. oO ago, completely modernizing and Montreal. June 10 performers. ee y! nse 
There Eyes” and “Gentleman is| p Mele Whit . . m bshel| | “hanging format to suit the average Steve Evans, Al & Connie Fen pao 
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ark & Clifford, male team, have | ¥! A Biyge- hoger = Pie | is headlined by Leon Warrick. bari-|tTe arc! * minimum $2 Betty Hutton lig Elman ae ul 
an attention-holding act Hearing | Mant © ." “Baby Wo + ¥ tone, who stops the show with : ¥ e ee the 
the “Anniversary Song” sung as | = pare nen _H wong Hohe “Baty “Wagon Wheels,” “Trees,” “Chloe”; A compact, smooth running re- B : Vy d Back to Frisco ante to 
: they do a toe-neck ‘hold is a cer- | Face,” Piave wi Ba - ra and “Ol Man River.” Plenty of | vue is current at the Esquire ring all e ety 
tain laugh puller. Acros go through | me solid jo Rath PB =. showmanship added to his terrific | Steve Evans returns with his slick San Francisco, June 15 m but lea 
lifts singing “Zip-A-Dee-Do-Dah,” | Ye ithful “el oe Paul Gilbert Voice makes him solid here impersonations to win good recep- m ag a. g mount 
“Let the Rest of the World Go ' ao ~ AP cae = r a senate Gilpin’s Marionets fill deuce spot | tion Best routine is skit showing The Golden Gate theatre, here, = Havit 
By,” and other tunes. Audience ~ on gg ne « - esa pote and and get share of the applause with | audience how funny they look to | will restore stageshow policy June materi: 
gives heavy response when they do atin wie 2 seciahts ‘I atter com smooth manipulation of the/a performer. Follows with his Po- | 30 First bill toplines Betty Hut- past y 
oe ee Pee ta, the musical aieas . turn _ trumpet and vi stringed figures. Work behind the} !ish drunk takeoff. Interlaces im ton and Ziggy Elman orch. The present 
one “Beat Me Daddy, Eight te olin, topped > Hessian dnnee standard stage setup for this type preshes with comedy gab for nice | patoneer. incidentaly, is forming Berle 
the Bar. : ; Johnnv King. tenor. warbles of act, with femme and guy doing returns ; his new hand and Frisco date will of wra 
Lane Adams, production singer, “Marchil " Psy ay ne te the voices. Drunk sitting at table Estralita Diaz, personable song be the breakin Therei 
could be featured in a solo spot, | “a s2 Bow _ “Pretty watching stripteaser is a feature Stress, gives out with a selection pee? " * old vat 
erence Girl I io ae Melody” in so-so 2!,the doll numbers of numbers sufficiently varied to It's understood that Golden Sine playing 
ale snery Bardell ath ben Tony Karloff, mimic, opens show | please aidience. She sings in Eng- | “ ill spasmodically use stageshows and ne 
interested with his jug aad ‘stint with slick takeoffs of Laughton’s lish, French and, of course, Span- | this summer, booking names when- fovial 
Menfl nN Tho “a Gon ER et ye Dl teinn Hunchback, Pat O'Brien's Rockne, ish. Her slow, throaty numbers | ever available. The RKO-booked it. vou 
3 peers Pase dancers each given. a #24 John Nesbitt’s Passing Parade. | are best. i house dropped stage policy last week ¢ 
» Jy) cialt a ids ar age the + Slick appearing guy encores with Al and Connie Fenton do neat- fall and since that time town has The 
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Benny Resh and crew back pro- | O'S, S@rion routine taking him) fn ene erping. ley have been without vaude. show 
‘iaiiome in meek aivte Stan into the audience, bringing screams added a juggling routine to their ; nema moa ward 
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Ciro’s. Hollywood Larry Laine backs show nicely |twist. The Esquirettes reprise pionee 
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per ay oo le Phe Cult. His material and manner is be resumed at the Michigan, July | wee 
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, “7 over neatly. Buddy Clarke orch Dickers are on for others. ers 
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Club Ebony, N. we \\ shov 
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|Jackson, Jackie Mabley, Harold view 
King, Archie Savage, Ebonettes chal 
= | (6), Jack Lopez Orch, Betti May and 
4 $3.50 minimum. stag 
: . Seer . gave 
Tre rela han zere)> | The Club Ebony continues. to Ka 
/hurdile current economic trend . Par 
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tainment with a name to attract talk 
attention and it’s been paying off, fem 
are considered especially since the Harlemites are mili 
| finding out.spot affords a good ” 
— night at a reasonable price. Ofay tert 
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by the trade _ With the Charioteers as head- 
liners, the show values are assured. 
time e 
GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
COMEDY MATERIAL LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 
For All Branches of Theatricals 
When on the coast... visit FUN-MASTER | in 
“The ORIGINAL Shdw-Biz Gag File” ing 
JOHN E. REED STUDIO saint cect cone wi 
e 3 DIFFERENT BOOKS ©F PARODIES — 
(10 in each book) $10 per book w 
4-9 Cif ¢ 4 = c on e| 
6633 SUNSET BOULEVARD FREE COPY OF “HUMOR RBUSt- j a 
in 5 NESS,” The Show-Biz Gakazine with t — 
HOLLYWOOD CALIFORNIA each $3.00 minimum order. 3 ter 
Send 10c for lists of other comedy . ani 
material, songs, paredies,, minstrel 4 Sn 
patter, black-outs, ete. i als 
NO €.0.D 0S bit 
PAULA SMITH sh 
200 W. 54th Street, New Bork 19 | N 
% € 
- 
oa v 





nN 


ee 


Se See Te eee 








Wednesday, June 16, 1948 


a Ta ec = 


VARIETY 


















nitery bit with Berle as one of the 
top yoks of the evening, and the 
Andreas adagio turn. 

And it was all whipped together 
into thé old Palace format—with 
the Moroccans to open, the Berle- 
Fisher comedy byplay as the next- 
to-closing highspot (Berle was 
originally slated for a single next- 
to-closing turn but because the 
§ ran overtime it had to be 


show 

eliminated), and the Andreas to 
close. It was all backgrounded 
with the Russ Case orch in the 
“video pit.” Ed Sobol, a vaude 
alumnus himself and now on the 


NBC tele directorial staff, gave the 
60-minute layout full production 
values, with a fine assist from the 
three-camera crew that succeeded 
in establishing the exactly in- 
timacy required in tele. 
Berle Choice a Natural 

Choice of Berle for the emcee 
spot (he’s in for four weeks) was 
one of those naturals, for the way 





of his nitery zanyism into tele- 
vision bespeaks a fruitful video 
career for the comedian—depend- 
ing on his ability to project new 
material. He was in and out of 
the full hour vaudeo show, apply- 
ing the same easygoing showman- 
ship touch that has characterized 
his long regime as an entertainer, 
but leaving unanswered one para- 
mount question. 


material he’s been using over the 
past year or two in his nitery, 
presentation house engagements, 
Berle is still faced with the task 
of wrapping up subsequent shows. 
Therein vaudeo differs from the 
old vaude setup, for today it means 
playing to the same audiences, 
and no matter how good your ma- 
terial and your ability to project 
it, you just can’t reprise it week in 
week out. 

The fact remains that last week’s 
show marked a definite step for- 
ward for show biz. Even the 
one and only commercial (at the 
midway point) represented a 
pioneering technique, marking 
tele’s first successful integrated 
commercial, via Sid Stone's com- 
edy pitchman’s routine for the oil 
plug “sell.” 

Vaudeo has proved that vaude- 
ville is far from dead, and Tex- 
aco, NBC, the Kudner agency and 
the William Morris office (which 
books the show) rate a bow for 
turning video over to show biz. 


PARIS CAVALCADE OF FASH- 
ION 
With Margaret De Mille, Ray For- 
rest 
Producer: World Video 
20 Mins.; Friday, 7:10 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC-TV, from New York 
World Video, a film-tele unit 
headed by John Steinbeck and 
Robert Capa, in their filmizing the 
coutouriering of the Parisian 
salons, has produced a potentially 
entertaining series with a high de- 
gree of femme interest. In their 
presentation of designer Piguet’s 
creations, they’ve made a good 
film short, but one which is still 
technically imperfect for tele. 
Their shot selections are good with 
a maximum of closeups to show 
okay detail. They’ve also taken 
into consideration the color factor, 
by selecting modes that feature 
blacks, whites and grays. Filmers 
have also introed a sexy-note with 
shots of the models’ dressing room 
and have captured the excitement 
that accompanies a major salon 
showing. : 
Film is preceded with an inter- 
view of Margaret De Mille, mer- 
chandise editor of Mademoiselle, 
and who stems from the De Mille 
stage and film clan. Miss De Mille 
gave authoritative answers on the 
subject of fashions telling how one 
Paris original may serve-as the in- 
spiration for dozens of copies made 
on Seventh avenue, N. Y. Her 
talk transcends the realm of pure 
femme interest because of fa- 
miliarity with trade angles. 
Eloise McElhone provides an en- 
tertaining commentary for = film. 
ose. 


he translated a cleaned-up version | 





Tele Follow-Up 











NBC’s “Television Screen Maga- 
zine” still needs plenty of polish- 
ing. As it stands, show is a hap- 
hazardly assembled variety session 
with a vague magazine format in 
whieh such departments as fashion, 
music and sports are offered. Last 
Tuesday (8), best feature was some 
tennis instruction by Bobby Riggs 
and Sarah Palfrey Cooke. Bob 
Smith’s puppet “Howdy Doody” 
also furnished a couple of pleasant 
bits and Howard Chandler Christy 
showed off some of his arvistic skill. 
Near the close, a harp ‘solo was 








Texaco’s ‘Vaudeo’ 
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ily light slice of crime narrative a| campaign, and disband the organ- | | 
| Paramount (P) 16) 

Phil Spitalny Ore | 
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cut off midway in the number and 
a film was cut into the program. 
This type of production is not only 
rude to the performer but just bad 
program planning. 


_ Considering the pedestrian pace 
inherent in the original work, the 


from a Chicago theatre operated by | 
them. At a personal conference, | 
Shubert offered to settle at certain | 
terms. Petrillo told him that as_ 
national president, he would have | 
to talk it over with the Chicago 
president (who is also Petrillo). 
Shubert asked, “don’t you trust 
me?” Petrillo cracked back, “only 
when I have a rope around your 
neck” (in this case Shubert theatres 
-w aener towns). He got a long 
owl. 














Kraft Theatre (NBC) last Wednes- 
day night (9) transposed A. A. 


Milne’s “The Fourth Wall” with a | 


good measure of appeal. Not that 


it was upper-drawer television, but | =———_ Continued from page 24 
much credit is due the writer-di- | 


rector combination for wangling 
out of this transparent and crumb- 


production that was able to move 
nimbly, project a modicum of.sus- 
pense and make 60 minutes of 
viewing worthwhile. It was slick 
casting allaround, with Philip 
Tonge in the role of arch plotter 
of the revenge killing around 
which spirals the not very exciting 
battle of wits. 


Philly Tax Inquiry | 


me Continued from page 2 s— 














but in brief and unmistakable 
terms it told how the shortage in 
the amusement tax was divided. 


5 | The note stated that everyone who 
Having practically exhausted the 


works in the amusement tax divi- 
sion, not including the women, was 
involved. 

Two days after the news of Foss’ 
suicide, Floyd H. Schaffner, a 
cashier in the department, died of 
heart attack at his own home. The 
investigation has been page one 
here ever since. 

As investigators dug into the 
case they decided that the shortage 
was far more than Foss had con- 
fessed. It may, they believe, run 
into a million and more in an of- 
fice where the annual collections 
amount to $4,500,000. 

The money was stolen before it 
ever reached the Receiver’s office. 
Through a complicated set of 
maneuvers involving a representa- 
tive of the City Controller’s of- 
fice, false reports were returned on 
the receipts at fights, independent 
film houses, nightclubs and other 


entertainments, the investigators 
declared. * 
Nightclub men, _ proverbially 


short in- change, have always left 
the tax money to the very last. 
Whenever a cafe impresario ran 
into difficulty getting up enough 
paper for the city’s 10% slug, the 
expression was “he had to go up 
and see Foss.” The way it shapes 


now, the tax chiselers will have to 
shell out the whole sum due, along 
with whatever fines are imposed. 





Petrillo Exerts 


‘__ Continued from page 37 





ing unwieldy. Several resolutions 
were entered for consideration of 
the delegates, pertaining to the 
number of men a particular local 
should be entitled to dispatch fo 
the annual meetings. All were 
lumped and, after much debate, 
were referred to the executive 
board for final consideration. 

Since the AFM national treasury 
pays all expenses of delegates, ex- 
cept travelling costs, Petrillo and 
his executive board would like to 
reduce the number of attendees. 
Too, there’s always a housing prob- 
lem, complicated this time by the 
fact that Asbury Park’s Berkeley- 
Carteret hotel was much sought af- 
ter. Men who had reservations at 
rival, older hotels, apparently got 
to Berkeley first and induced its 
desk men to give them rooms. Then, 
when holders of Berkeley reserva- 
tions showed up, there were none. 
Situation created quite a tumult. 

That Petrillo held complete con- 
trol was something to watch. His 
performances in newsreels, court 
rooms, ete., are sharpened when 
working for the benefit of his 
membership. No morning or af- 
ternoon session went by without 
its quota of laughs. But, when the 
membership at one point booed a 
delegate who objected to a motion, 
Petrillo cracked down. He angrily 
pointed out that the convention 
represented democracy in action 
and that if delegates didn’t like 
what at man said they could always 
debate it out with him, but not to 
boo. He had a right to his 
thoughts. 

Perhaps the best laugh Petrillo 
gave the convention was when he 
told of negotiations w”* the Shu- 





berts over the firing of musicians closing day. 











Authors League 




















RWG to lose this battle it might as | 
well abandon its whole television | 


ization. 
Hammerstein Committee a 
The Authors League decision to | 
participate in the RWG-advertiser 
fight was reached last week at the 
regular meeting of the organiza- 
tion’s council. At the same time, 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, League 
president, was authorized to ap- 
point a committee representing the 
various affiliate Guilds to carry on 
the struggle, in cooperation with 
the RWG strategy committee. Also, 
it was voted to hold regular month- 
iy League cguncil meetings through 
the summer, instead of the usual 
policy of recessing until October. 
The RWG council will also con- 
sider the situation further at its 
regular meeting tomorrow night 
(Thurs.). With relations with the 
sponsors and agencies at a com- 
plete stalemate, the Guild is going 
ahead with plans for calling a 
strike about mid-September. It was 
decided some time ago not to act 
during the summer, when many of 
the top programs are off the air. 
Prime issue between the Guild 
and the sponsor-agency group is 
the question of bargaining unit for 
negotiations for a minimum con- 
tract for commercial shows. The 
advertisers have insisted from the 
first that the Guild should obtain 
NLRB certification as a _ prelimi- 
nary to negotiations. The Guild, 
after first refusing to seek certifica- 
tion, has offered to do so provided 
the advertisers would agree in ad- 
vance on a definition of the bar- 
gaining unit for the purposes of an 
NLRB election. 





Huddle on Nets’ Staff Writers 


Negotiations for a renewed con- 
tract covering staff continuity and 
news writers were started last 
week by the Radio Writers Guild 
and the four networks. There was 
a preliminary exchange of views at 
the first meeting, with real bar- 
gaining getting under way this 
week. 

The Guild has proposed that all 
four nets participate in discussions 
of points common to all contracts, 
and that specific matters contained 
in the different pacts be taken up 
with the individual companies in- 
volved. The networks will give 
their answer on that at the second 
meeting, slated for today (Wed.). 














Convensh Dirge 
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widenec. to tax patronage of spots 
using television, coin machines, or 
other mechanical entertainment, 
the musician would benefit. Reso- 


lution was referred to the execu- 
tive board, with the suggestion 
that the AFM appoint and pay a 
lobbyis’ to carry the torch in 
Washington, with lobbyists from 
the Hotel Assn., etc. 

This was the gist of a rather dull 
convention, considering the ex- 
pectations of recording and music 
men who expected that some ac- 
tion might arise to lift the disk 
ban and lift their industries out 
of the sales doldrums that have 
bothered both in recent months, 
generally credited to the ban. 

Milton Diamond, AFM general 
counsel, who had been discussing 
with recording industry execs the 
problems of the ban, spoke 
Wednesday (9) morning. His 20- 
minute speech, a weakly-worded 
piece, hardly referred to the ban. 
His partner, Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
Jr.. followed him and began a 
string of invectives aimed at the 
T-H act, which was continued by 
Henry Kaiser, partner of the late 
Joseph A. Padway, AFL counsel, 
| and all other union and exec 
speaker down to Sen. Wayne 
|Morse (R., Ore.) who spoke along 
ithe s: lines Friday (11), the 
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Numerals in connection with bills below indftate opening day of show 
whether full or split week. 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (L 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (W) Warner; (WR) Walter Reade 


OER: 


Loew; (M) Moss; 








NEW YORK CITY, Ray Melville i 


Capitol Ch) 17 
Woouy Herman O 
Lowery & Rae 
lial leRoy 
Jean Carroll 
Music Hali 


Margaret Sande 
R Tetley-lhardos 
June Forrest 
oii t 
Corps de Ballet 
HRochettes 


Sra Ore 


Bowan 
Keoxy (1) 16 
farry Riehman 
«raddocks 
Ming «& Ling 
Chandra haly 
Strand (W) 18 
Tulfy’s Tavern 
Md Gardner 
(has Cantor 
Kddie Greene 
Florence tlalop 
M Malneck Ore 


Henry Jerome Ore 
Jane Russell 

BRONX 
Windsor (1) 18-20 
Betty Percy 


B & t+ Pickert 
Bud Sweeney 

3 Kdwards bros 
Crotona (1) 21-22 


Slip, Slap & Slide 

Roy Douglagt 

York & Fierce 

Jane Kean 

Wilkie & Dare 
QUEENS 

Jamaica (1) 16-19 

Melino & titollis 

Phyllis Willis 

Melody Men 

Bob Sydney 

S Grauman Revue 

Will Wright 

Graham Sis 

Gordon Gifford 

The Olympics 

ATLANTIC cITy 


Steel Pier (1) 20 

4 Kvans 

Barney Grant 

Creat Lester 
BALTIMORE 

Hippodrome (1) 17 

Hoctor & Byrd 





Lott & Joe Anders 
CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 18-20 





George Winston 


I 

Ray & Pedro 
Herman Hyde Co 
4 Macks 


CHICAGO 


fenry Kelly | 


| State-Lake (P) 16 | 


Murphy 


Kose 


i tlenny Youngman 
Paul Sydell 
Rechelle & Beebe 
Oriental (1) 17 
i. Jordan Tym 5 
iene Sheldon 
Albins } 
Shirley, Sharon & | 
Wanda } 
Carl Sands Ore | 


CLEVELAND 
Palace (K) 18 
Jack Benny 
Phil Harris 
Marilyn Maxwell 
Rochester 
The Sportsmen 
MI’ 


Olympia (FP) 16 
W hirlaways 

Bobby Sargent 
Dawn 


Dolly 

Mande Hilton Co 

3 Winter Sis 
OMAHA 


Orpheum (P) 16 
Shep Fields Bd 
Vivian Blaine 
Geo Kaye 
D Dellan's Felines 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 17 
JI & J Blair 
Mary Karl 
Jimmy Leeds 
Gaudsmith Bros 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (1) 17 
“Dr Neef's Mad 
House Mystery” 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (1) 17-20 
Jean Dawn 


J & YT Nip 

Dave Barnum 

Stewart & Barbara 

ke T Martin 

Rigeletto Bros & 
Aimee Sis 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 17 
Fontaines 


Sue Carson 
2 Arnauts Pat Rooney 
Dick Buckley Dorothy Blaine 
State (1) 17-19 W West & McGinty 
DeDios Ciyeus Howard (i) 18 
Ralph English Sv Oliver Ore 
Alen Stone Deep River Boys 
Louis & Oliver Sis Little Miss 
20-23 Cornshucks 
Kim Ven Soo john Mason Co 
Marcelle Fallet Bunny Briggs 
BRITAIN 
BIRMINGHAM TLEEDS 
Hippodrome (M) 14 Empire () 14 
Good Evans Boswell Twins 
Norman Kvans Charlie Kunz 
Kk & P King FE Vicki & Sasha 
Radcliffe & Ray Clark Bros 
Gray Terry O'Neill 
Austin & Worth jimmy Edwards 
Swan & Leigh Samuel & Marvelle 
Margerite & Newman Twins 
Charles Curzon 4 
BRIGHTON LIVERPOOL 


Hippodrome (M) 14 
Ta Ra Rah Boom 
Frankie Howard 
Adrienne & Leslie 
6 Rapids 

Morgen & Doris 


Irving & Girwood 
CARDIFF 
New (S) 14 

Merry Macs 

Mundie Kdwards 


Amazing Fogel 
Seott Sanders 
Albert Whelan 
Bartlett & Massey 
CHISWICK 
Empire (8S) 14 
Piccadilly Hayride 
Nat Jackley 
4 Uurricanes 
4 Pagolas 
Marianne Lincoln 
Jack Francois 
Sonny (Curtis 
Dick Beamish 
Dennis Murray 
Robt Harris Co 
DERBY 
Grand (S) 14 
Gangs All Here 
Dugelie Wakefield 
Billy Nelson 
Joe Black 
Mille & Paulette 
Darmora Imps 
% Monarchs 
Roy Jefferies 
Cbpuck O'Neill 
Madge Escolme 
‘Tony Vaughn 
Celia Hart . 
HWesGibeon Co 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 14 
Crachkerjack 
dack Radcliffe 
Ben Yost Co 
Mervyn Saunders 
Hfelen Norman 
aula Gray 
Jacquelyn Dunbar 
Dave Jackley 
rv & lL Preston 
Roy Allen 
12 Starlets 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 14 
Jean Kent 
Rob Murray 
Peter Raynor 
Alee Pleon 
Seott & Foster 
Mediock & Mario'’e 
Olsen's Sea Lion 
Reg Dixon 
Lucerne Skaters 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 14 
Jackie 
Martha Raye 
Lorraine 
Jackie unter 
Fred Lovelle 
Billings & ' Diana 
Richardo Co 
Eliy & Joan 
HACKNEY 
Empire (8) 14 
Trimler Show 
Temmmy Trinder 
Banjou Bros & 
Juanita 
5 Orlanders 
Woods & Jarrett 
Remand & ligeons 
Jerry Allan @ 


i 





Empire (M) 14 
Madhatters 1948 
Syd Seymour Bd 
Karle & Oscar 
2 Maxwells 
Roberto Chiesa Co 
Constance Evans 
D Mero & Roberto 
Pat O'Brien 
Toni Ray 
Seymour Lovelles 
Gordon Holland 
Maurice Millard 

LONDON 
Hippodrome (M) 14 
Vie Oliver 
Pat Kirkwood 
Fred Emney 
Melachrino Ore 
Marilyn . Hightower 
Michael Bentine 
Julie Andrews 
Jean Garson 
Santigo Bd-* 
Palladiam (M) 14 
Tony Martin 
Jack Durant 
Buster Shaver Co 
Terry Thomas 
Billy Russell 
Tommy Jover Co 
Myrons 
Edna S Brown 

Casino 
Sophie Tucker 


MANCHESTER 


Hippodrome (S) 14 
Dr Crock & 

Crack pots 
Freddie Bamberger 
Avril Angers 
Hal Gould 
Muldoon 4 
Ronald Chesney 
Grafton Sis & 

Jacques 


NOTTINGHAM 
Empire’ (M) 14 
Spivs & Drones 
Ernie Lotinga 
2 Tompsons 
Ronne Conn 
2 Caballeros 
Gene Patton 
Lewis King 
Gulliver Girls 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire (M) 14 
Hooper Sis 
B Minevitch Co 
Donald B Stuart 
Raymond Smith 
Melville & Rekar 
Harry Bailey 
Keefe Bros & 
Annette 
La Petite Poupee 
SHEP’ERDS BUSH 
Empire (S) U4 
E & D Waters 
Stan Kavangh 
Fred Sanborn 
Johnson Clark 
Lionel King 
2 Pirates 
Frank Harvey 
Dynamie 4 
Wolverhampton 
Hippodrome (M) 14 
Fearl & Babette 
2 Leslies 
Tony Waish 
M Colleano Co 
Dolaire 


Elsie Bower Arnaut Bros 
Stanelli Riley & Heller 
Sirdani Desmond & Marks 
Yvonne Watis KHobby Kimber 


WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S) 14 
Currie Revue 


Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Blae Angei 


Josephine 


Peggy Mortimer 
Johnny Lockwood 
P Rieh & Eva 








. Hotel Astor 
Premice |C Cavallaro Ore 


Mary McCarty Lenny Herman Ore 
Kilis Larkin 8 Motel New Yorker 
Hal Cooke Ray Bberle Ore 


hil Gordon 
Cafe Soctety 


Iee Revue 
Muriel Pack 


(Downtown) Hotel Pennsylvania 
Mildred Bailey Larry Clinton Ore 
Doretay Jarnac Hotel Pierre 
Clift Jackson L & EB Roberts 


McLerie & Butler 
June Robbins 
Tony Cabot 4 
Van Smith Ore 


Edmund Hall Ore 


China Doll 
Katharine Chang 


Jack Soo Chas Reader Ore 

Laurie Long Hotel Roosevelt 
! Cantons Lawrence Welk Ore 
Matt Tuck Hotel St Morits 
Noro Morales Menconi Ore 

J Frase Betty George 


( opacabana Hotel St Regis 
Martin & Lewia Hal Saunders Ore 
Montea Lewis Frances Maddux 
Betty Bonnie Laszlo & Pepito 
Ward Donovan Milt Shaw Ore 
Ray Maione Pepite- Arvello Ore 
M Durso Ore Motel Savoy Plaza 
Alvares Ore Franklin & Moore 
Diamond Horseshee | Irving Conn Ore 
Mata & Hari Hotel Taft 
Choral Octet Vincent Lopez Ore 
H veer | Ore Charile Drew 
Ailverez Mera y 
Juenger Ballet hine ibe eee 

Ebony leeland 


Charioteers Harry Rose 
Paterson & Jacks’n 
Harold King Ben Ribble Ore 


Jack Ripley Line 
Latin Querter 
Ina. Ray Hutton Or 

Willie Shore 
Danny Riccardi 

Al Morgan 
Costello Twins 
Patricia Adair 
Richards-Adair Der 
M Frichette 

Pupi Campo Ore 
Bon Vivants 

B Harlow Ore 


Leon & 
Eddie Davis 
Art Waner Ore 
Rosita Moreno 
Gee & Whiz 
Judith Blair 
Albertas 
Harry Prime 
Shenard Line 
Koumanias 
Sadie Ranks 
Rella Smaro 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D'Aquila Ore 
Versailles 
Sugy Solidar 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 


Betty Mays Ore 
Jack Lopez Ore 
El Chieo 
Fernanda Crespa 
Conde Luis 
Victoria Barcelo 
Rita & Rozino 
Los Panchos 
Havana-Madrid 
Chito tIzar 
Christians 
Raiph Font Ore 
Machito Ore 
Hlotel Belm’t-Plaza 
Viack Triplets 
Betty J Smith 
Kiidie Stone Ore 
Castellanos Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Art Mooney Ore 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Hotel ‘Commodore 
B Raeburn Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Alvy West Orc 
Ruddy Greco 3 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Tony Craig 
(fazel Webster 
Downey & Fonville 
Penthouse Club 





Maxine Sullivan Villege Barn 
George Kreisler Phil Wayne. Ore 
Riviera Piute Pete 
Jackie Miles Johnny Morris O 
Vagabonds Bourbon & Bane 

Gracie Barrie Pat Crowley 
Tony Pavaar Melody Riders 
Joey Gilbert Waldorf-Astoria 
Tont Kelly Xavier Cugat Ore 
Denn Arden Line Miseha Borr Ore 
Blackhawk Betty Gray 


Dorothy Hild 

Dancers (12) 
Chez Parce 

Joe EB Lewis 

Austin Mack 

Park & Clifford 

Jane Harvey 

Dorben Ders (10) 


Gay Claridge Ore 
Thelma Gracen 
Sherman Bros 
Hotel Blackstone 
Ray Morton Ore 
Kay Thompson 
Williams Bros 
Hotel Bismark 
Will Baek Ore 
Eunice Clark 
Dennis & Darlene 


Hotel Shermans 
Jazz Philh'm’ie. © 
Helen Humes 


Randolph Gaul Bern 
' Heleinge Chuck Foster Ore 
Gus Van Rudy Richards 


Ralph Cook 
Bill Chandler Ore 


Hi Edgewater Beach 
Geo Olsen Ore 
Bobby May 
Andrea Dners 3 
Bozo ithe Dog 


Nitery Dates 


Rose Murphy,inked for the 
Doll, Chicago, July 23. rs 

Jack Leonard into the El 
Morocco, Montreal, July 5. 

Dunninger pacted for,the Ambas- 
sador hotel, Los Angeles, Sept. 9. 

Mack Triplets inte Glass Hat of 
the Belmont Plaza hotel, N. Y., 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Ted Lewis is. slated to start at 
the Click club, Philadelphia, July 
5. His Latin Quarter, N. Y., open- 
ing is set for Aug. 22. 

Benny Fields, following current 
stand at Borsallino’s Cleveland, 
goes into the Flamingo, Las Vegas, 
and the Beverly Hills 
Club, Newport, Ky., Aug. 13. 

Jean Carroll, currently at the 
Capitol, N. Y., has 
for the Copacabana, N. Y., start- 
ing Aug. 12. She’ll be on the same 
bill with Morton Downey. 

Phil Wayne and Johnny Morris 
orehs into Village Barn, Greenwich 
Village, N. Y., inaugurating a semi- 
name band policy. Morris will also 


The Prestons’ (2) 

Jean Arien 

Matian Spelman 

Skating Bivdears 
Paimer House 

FPildegarde 

Eddie Oliver Ore 




















appear on the Barn’s Monday night 
tele programs. 
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48 HOUSE REVIEWS 


Wednesday, June 16, 1948 





Roxy, N. Y¥. 

Harry Richman, Craddocks (3), 
Ming & Ling, Chandra Kaly Dan. | 
cers (4), Roxyettes, H. Leopold | 
Spitalny Chorus with Muriel Birk: | 
head, Paul Ash Orch; “Green | 
Grass of Wyoming” (20th) re- 
viwed in Varrety April 21, '48. 





With the Roxy’s house band re- 
suming its chores in the pit, the 
similarity between show-stop’s 
stage fare and the straight line 
vaude formula becomes increasing- 
ly evident. The deemphasis of 
house production, evident for 
sometime, is more apparent now 
that maestro Paul Ash is back in | 
the lower depths. 

The occasional Gae Foster line 
dressing, although evident, doesn’t 
interfere too much witl the 
straight vaude formula. It’s just) 
enough to provide the usual Roxy 
staff touch without hampering the 
playing time. 

Current layout has a set of | 
standard acts topped by Harry 
Richman, wno demonstrates that 
he’s one of the more potent sing- | 
ing personalities around. His strut, | 
swagger and charm are sufficient 
to bowl over the majority of audi- | 
ences and his nostaigic reminis- | 
censes recalling the song hits he | 
was foremost in popularizing re- 
sult in neat mitting. At show 
caught, he wasn’t in best vocal 
form, being at the close of the day 
when his pipes showed signs of 
tiring. Nonetheless, Richman more 
than gets by, imasmuch as he’s 
selling styling and personality. 

The show has to overcome a 
slow start. The H. Leopold Spital- 
ny chorus, with Murie! Birkhead 
soloing, gives a series of prolonged 
renditidns and gets a so-what re- 
action mainty because of its length. 
However, that -attitude is dis 
sipated onee the Craddocks get to 
work and continue through to the 
rest of the talent. The Gallic im- 
ports have a choice line of com- 
edy knockabout acrobatics with 
some fresh slants. They're lithe, 
energetic workers and have no dif-. 
ficulty in gettimg the house meas- 
ure. 

The Chandra Kaly dancers re- 

rise their East Indian terps for | 





earty results. This offering con- | 
tinues to show its class and top} 
entertainment values. The Chinese | 
comics, Ming and Ling, also do) 
well in this shew. 
the taller one’s imitations, particu- ; 
Jarly that of the Ink Spots, which | 
provides a good comedy note. 

Paul Ash contimues te confer- | 
encier the show, climbing on and 
off the stage frem the pit. Jose. 


. Omaha 
Omaha, June 11. 
Horace Heidt’s “New Stars On 
Parade,” with Stanley Morse, Pat 
Theriault, Johnny Vana, Jack 
Green, Jimmy Grosso, Ralph Peer, 
Harold Parr, Melodares, Jitter- 
bugs, Jeanne Harvey; “The Tender | 
Years” (20th). 


This revival of the old Major 
Bowes stunt clicks mightily. Hor- 
ace Heidt ran amateur contests 
across the country and on his 
Philip Morris airer and has picked 
up 10 pretty likely youngsters, all 
of whom have talent. . Heidt 
flew in to put the show together 
but he does not appear in it. Don 





| his satires on ! J 
| clever mimicry of disk singers. 


jand skilled posturing act 


‘business in its two weeks’ 


hit; at closing show he kept going 
for 65 minutes, holding and sus- 
taining the popularity be already 
earned through his radio screen 
and disk activities. Cyd Charisse 
makes a brief, shy appearance, 
adding romantic touch to his 
debut. They are, incidentally, on 
their honeymoon. 

Opening bill are Henri Vadden 
and girls in spectacular juggling 
and balancing routine to well 
merited applause, followed by 
Tommy Jover with RAF and FE 
in a hodge-podge of dancing, 


‘clowning and musical stunts, nice- 
ily received. 


Terry-Tho grabs laughs with 


The Myrons take over with their 
daring equilibristics for solid re- 


' turns, setting matters for Jack Du- 


rant, an asset to any bill. With new 
materiai he repeats firm hold he 


lalready has on the London audi- 


ences. His human comedy and im- 
personations are as clever as ever 


}and reap plenty applause. 


Buster Shaver and his trio of 
midgets close the first half. With 


itheir surefire offering they never 


fail to get enthusiastic reception. 


Edna Squire-Brown staris sec- | 
(ond half with her always graceful 


with 
doves, and Billy Russell, standard 
red-nosed comic, precedes the star, 
with his working man comedy pat- 


'ter and topical wisecracks. 


Show builds up in laughs and 


|} warmth of response as it proceeds 


and will undoubtedly do ‘sellout 


ing following word-of-mouth com- 
mendation. Clem. 


State-Lake, Chi 
Chicago, June 11. 
Henny Youngman, Rose Murphy, 
Paul Sydell, Rochelle & Beebe, 
Henry Brandon Orch; , “Winter 


| Meeting” (WB). 





This is the last stage show here she does live up in every other | 
| before vaude moves back into the  Wé 
|Chicago on June 24, and it’s ome Wisecracks. The optic treat that 
| She offers makes listening to her 


of the best. 


Knows how to — oe hee meg 
. ine 
“ - 0 d his _The Tunesmen, rio of clar , 
ofl 2 toera: aeeae Dane Peco | piano and oe eee ine 2 
| sell, Charlie Cantor, Florence Ha- | provide a P ong che . wen agp | 
lop. Eddie Green, Matty Malneck | 8!ve out with smart p fT 
md H Jerome Orch.: “Wall- |groovey instrumental stuff, par- 
‘le » WB \. -geviewed in Vaz- | ticularly the clarinet, which reach- 
flower "48. ~ | es virtuoso proportions. In closing 
RreTY May 19, . slot they keep the stubholders hol- 
lering for more. A solid act for 


Strand. N. Y. 








book- | 


Ed Gardner isn't exploding ‘em 
‘out of their seats in the first New 
York stage appearance of himself 
and his “Duffy’s Tavern” NBC) 
troupe. The reason stems clearly 
|and inevitably from the nature of 
his act. One .of the major char- 





|what the customers are getting 
| here is hardly more than a studio 
| p»-rformance with the cast in cos- 
| tume and makeup. In Radio City, 
'which is but three blocks away, 


ithe same audience would probably | 


irespond to the same jokes with 
yaks. Apparently, when they put 
‘out for admission they expect an 
jaltogether different type of fare, 
| because when caught the repercus- 
sions to the jokes were consistent- 
ily sympathetic but not the sort 
j}to warm the heart of a comedian. 
; Even with the lack of house- 
|rocking hilarity it’s stili a good 
| presentation. Everything has been 
dressed up with’ the professional 
jtouch, and, if the boxoffice pull 


can be regarded strictly from the | 


‘curiosity angle, the personality 
|}composition of the show should 
'bring a good measure of satisfac- 
tion. Being the wily showman that 
he is, Gardner has seen to it that 
| the wolf facets of his mike char- 
jacter be attended for the stage 
|oecasion by a _ surefire vis-a-vis. 
| From many a viewpoint, they per- 
lhaps don’t come any more sure- 
fire at the moment than Jane Ras- 
| sell. Anyway, she’s great insurance 
in this spot. 

Miss Russell may not punch over 
-her lines (that is, the spoken ones) 
with expert timing or pitch a pop 
tune in ear-tickling fashion, but 


way to the welter of publicity and 


Heany Youngman, comic. gets a | two vocal numbers quite pleasure- 


'yoek when he comes on attired in able. 


a moth-eaten leopard skin, to rib 
“Nature Boy.” Comic has acquired 
a more casual approach, his mate- 


audiences rather than 
nitery habitues, which 
showmanship. His tirade agatnst 


pop singers gets laughs. Then he 


| brings down the members of the 


orch for parody on “Whiffenpoof 
Song” fer additional howls. After 
ay clowning, walks off ? solid 
it. 

Rose Murphy, sepia songstress, 
who does her own accompani- 
ment scores in both. 
strong with “I Can't 
Love” 


Anything But 
_after run-through of “Time On My 
_ Hands.” Gal has an unusual, but 


effective trick in using beat of the 
piano al as a musical sound. 
After woff crowd brings her 
back for “Cecilia” and “A Che 
Chornia.” 

Paul Sydell and hounds do some 
amazing flip-flops, with pooches 
landing on frort paws on Sydell’s 
palm. Climaxer is balancing stint 
of fox terrier. 

Rochelle & Beebe, openers, con- 





Rice does the emcee job and 


trib comedy dances. Femme gets 


throws in a couple of his own | !#ughs with her mugging and rub- 


rough comedy interludes for good | et-like posturing. 


measure. 


Show has Omaha's Harold Parr, Sweet Potato Polka.” 
blind singer; Johnny Vana. local | ee 


drum-xylophone specialist; Stanley 
Morse, co trombonist; Pat 
Theriault, banjoist; Jack Green. 
playing water bottles; Jimmy Gros- 
SO. impersonating musical instru- 
ments; Melodares, harmony quar- 
tet; Jitterbugs, dancers. 

Heidt’s selection of his amateurs 
was done shrewdly. The kids are 
all pretty clever and, coached by 
Heidt, they gave a good perform- 
ance. Exceptionally big audiences 
have been the rafters ring 
with applause, whistling and even 
yelling. 

The show, altogether has a lot 
of the old Ma Bowes stage unit 
technique in it, but as it stands, 
is plenty entertaining and drawing 
good Liz. ‘ Rach. 


PaHadium. Lenden 
London, June 8. 
Tony Martin, Jack Durani, Bus- 
ter Shaver with Olive 


with RAF and FE, Edua Squire- 
pole gan Woolf Phillips’ Skyrockcts 


An evenly balanced, entertain- 
ing ‘on calmer level following 
the exotic keyed-up tension of Car- 


I Henry Bran- 
| den’s house orch does okay on 
Zabe. 


Olympia, Miami 


Miami, June 11. 
Bob Eberly, Jimmie Husson, 
| Grace Johnston, Pedro & Durand, 
|Fosse & Niles, Les Rhode House 
Orch; “If You Knew Susie” (RKO). 








' Package current follows the 
| pleasantly effective series of sum- 
_mer shows here in good style. 
| Bob Eberly, toplining, proves an 
,able, amiable singer who garners 
solid response. Does “But Beauti- 
ful,” “The Ghost of You,” “Tan- 
erine,” “Green Eyes” and “Sweet 
rraine” for goed returns. 
Impressionist Jimmie Husson, 
not around for some time, comes 
back an improved and more as- 
sured mimic. Takeoffs are authen- 
tic and delivered in fast competent 
manner, with Gable, whom he re- 
sembles, the standout. Patter has 
7 ni fresh twists to build reac- 
n. 
Tee offers Niles and Fosse are 
set a stylish pace for the 
ings. Costumed tastefully ~ and 
reutined tly, they blend 
in straight taps, ballet leaps and 
spins and a satirical twist on East 
Indian terpers, for enthusiastic re- 
sponse. 
_ Grace Johnston emcees capably 
in own spot offers some broad 
comedies in gags and song. Tum- 
bling stint of Pedro and Durand is 
okay with the necessary amount of 
gasps earned -via the balancing 
and flips. es Rbode'’s bheuse orch 
handles baekgrounding in as style. 
ry. 


- | a fresh looking pair of terpers who 





j 


terrain smartly and the perky 
hairdo goes perfectly with her fa- 


b> a © |rial is clever, and re-slanted for cial endowments. The potency of 
Highspot is | theatre 


her brand of glamor shows up 


is smart | at her very entrance. It isn’t until | 


_Gardner and she start batting the 
gags that the laughs really get 
| rolling. 


Outside of the introductory few | 
minutes the runoff is pretty close- | 


|ly plotted to Gardner's air format. 
Gardner's entry is prefaced by a 
couple of band numbers with Mat- 
ty Malneck, the program's maestro, 
fronting Henry Jerome’s organized 
combination. After teeing off with 
a “William Tell” arrangement, 
Malneck swings into an and-then- 
I-wrote routine, highlighting with 
his violin a medley of his better 
wn compositions. 

With Gardner taking his stance 
at the prop bar, the “Tavern” 
stooges are given their successive 
licks at bandying their trade- 
marked insults, malapropisms and 
moronicisms. With makeup ac- 
_centuating the dim-witted strains 
of his Clifton Finnegan character, 
Charlie Cantor turns in a con- 
sistently smooth performance. Flo- 
‘rence Halop in the “Miss Duffy” 
‘concept does a sharp piece of 
|}dumbdora_ characterization, but 
the. best bit of trouping comes 





tion to heaving the patter with 
Gardner, takes the spotlight for a 
defily contrived pantomime rou- 
tine on a poker-playing theme. 
Transparently weak is the show’s 
finish. As Miss Russell and Gard- 
ner approach the tailend of a duet. 
a deadpanned announcer walks 
out to the center mike and, with 
script in hand, says: “Are your 
hands rough? Well, try Sal Hepati- 
ca.” Gardner then cracks. “We'd 
better go; the show must be over.” 
And with that the elevator-stage 
Starts descending. If he had tried 
just a little harder, Gardner 
should have been able to come 
up with something brighter and 
more appropriate. Odec. 


Hippedreme. Kalio. 
: Baltimore, June 13. 
Sensat lists (3), Phil Foster, 
Lee Noble,” Tunesmen (3), Jo 
Lombardi House Orch (12); “Coro- 
ner’s Creek” (RKO). 


Pleasing bill nicely ced. b 
Phil Foster, seasoned omnae with 
fresh material. Extra-flashy open- 
ing is provided by the Sensation- 
alists, two men and a ga! in switt 
rolier-skating, providing better 
than average in spins and throws. 
Set matters nicely for Lee Noble, 
magico working small stuff and 
good patter in the deuce. Gets 
laughs and holds pace smartly. 

Foster is next and comes through 
in good style. Builds his reutine of 
comedy skillfully and off the beat- 
en track of flip eracking comics 
who use each other's material. 











A strapless evening gown | 
Sots off the celebrated torsorial 


from Eddie Green, who, in addi- | 


| any spot. 
; Biz good. Burm. 
Capitel, Wash. 


| Washington, June 13. 
' Boy Foy, Marion Francis, Jack 





Capitol show doesn’t quite jell. 
‘Acts are run of the mill, and gen- 
eral effect is not up to hep stand- 


jard of house. 


\clownantics, but never achieves all 
|out appreciation. Rotund comic 
makes his pitch largely on his size, 


overstuffed appearance. Material, 
|however, is just so-so, and needs 
| streamlining to click. Has a Lou 
; Costello ring in his opening line of 


‘acteristics of this standard item |. Leonard, D'Angelo & Vanya; 


BC announcers and |of radio is its casual pacing, and |“Scudda Hoo” (20th). 


Jack E. Leonard, headliner, gets 
lrunning return of laughs for his 


Fex. Detroit 
Detroit, June 10. 
Jack Benny, Phil Harris, Marilyn 
Maxwell, Eddie (Rochester) An- 
derson, Sportsmen Quartet, Her- 
schel Lieb’s Orch. (20); “Big City” 
(M-G). 





Lots of comics beat their brains 
out trying to capture laughs. _ But 
not Jack Benny. He just saunters 
to a mike, with hands dug deeply 
in his peckets, to carry on what 
appears to be a normal, adlib con- 
versation. And with that he cor- 
rals as many laughs any comic in 
show biz. 

His keen sense of timing and his 
wide knowledge of comedy tech- 
nique are in his favor. He tops 
one of the best stageshows ever to 
hit this town. 

Herschel Lieb’s orch, made up 
of local musicians, tees off with 
| “Sabre Dance” to bring on the 
| “tightwad of radio.” 

Just like that, no sales talk, no 
Benny barely starts talk- 





fanfare. 


|and good reception as result of his |ing when the audience breaks into 


'a salvo of applause. Masterful 
|touches and gag twists sustain it. 
| Benny brings on the Sportsmen, 
'who contrib sparkling arrange- 


| patter‘on which he might well cap- }ments of “Wyoming” and “Adobe 


\italize. Does 
‘songs. Has a strong, clear set of 
‘pipes which help. 

| Marion Francis, blond: chantoo- 
‘sey, tees off mildly with “It’s a 
|Great Day,” goes on to a medley 
lof sentimental tunes, mostly oldies 
\like “Peg O” My Heart,” “When 
/You Were Sweet Sixteen” and the 
like. Does well with “I Can't Say 
'No” and a novelty, “I Want a Man,” 
beth of which she handles with 
‘style and fine sense of comedy. 
|Singer might do well to skip the 
thearts and fiowers routine and 
‘concentrate on latter comedy type 
|song, for which she has a distinct 
| flair. 

Boy Foy does a pleasant job as 
|curtain raiser with his juggling act, 
|done on a unicycle. Switches from 
,a low to high wheel, and runs the 
gamut of every type of balancing 
|stunt, using clubs, hats, dises and 
levery part of his bedy. A geod act 
lof its type, with nice payee recep- 
| tion. 


| Dance slot is filled by D'Angelo 
'& Vanya, ballroom terpers who 
| feature Latin American routines. 
|Technique is fine, but numbers 
| could stand a touch of novelty. 
(Pair withdrew after four 


Lowe. 


Apelio, N. ¥. 
Andy Kirk Band (16) with Les- 
‘lie Scott; Savannah Churchill, 4 
Tunes, Myers & Walker, Eddie Vin- 
son Band (7), Crackshot & Monte 
| Hawley; “Fool’s Gold” (UA). 


} 
{ 





They’re saying it with music 
aplenty this stanza at the Apollo. 
It’s loud and gutbucket most of 
the way, what with Andy Kirk and 
his solid tootlers fronting the all- 
sepia show and Eddie Vinson and 
his seven-piece band climaxing 
with equally hep pyrotechnics. It’s 
like old home week for the col- 
ored clientele of house, who love 
this kind of doings. Studded with 
Four Tunes, Savannah Churchill 
and other slick acts, layout plays 
well to reap top applause. There 
isn’t a clinker in the lot. 

Kirk fronts affably, handles an- 
nouncements okay and swings his 
crew through a group of torrid 
arrangements of “Fine and Dan- 
dy,” “Charmaine,” etc., with a 
beat that has ’em stomping and 
palm-whacking most of the time. 
Leslie Scott, robust baritone, with 
band, does nice workout on “Whif- 
fenpoof Song” and “Golden Ear- 
rings” for neat returns. Myers and 
Walker, male team, follow and 
score with their foolery, instru- 
mentation and hoofing. Lads are 
hard workers who knock them- 
selves out to keep the outfronters 
happy. 

Tunes, male vocal quartet, are 
also solid with harmonies to guitar 
accomp of one of the boys. Do 
niftily on “Ain’t It a Shame,” 
“Just in Case you Change Your 
Mind,” “I Confess” and similar 
items to win begoff. 

Miss Churchill, personable song 
stylist, was somewhat handicapped 
by laryngitis at opening-night show 
(Friday) but was given able as- 
sist by the Tunes on her brace of 
numbers, “All of Me” and “I 
Won't Cry,” to practically stop the 
show but was unable to oblige 
with an encore. However, Tunes 
took over for additional number 
after announcing Miss Churchill's 
ay oe 

rackshot and Hawley spot the 
weekly burley skit in next slot 
and get laughs with ancient ma- 
terial, again emphasizing it’s not 
ee you do, but the way you 
‘do it. 
| Then the joint falls apart when 
Vinson’s combo goes to town. With 
sock backing from his sextet of 
musickers, Vinson gives out rau- 
cously on “Wake Up, Old Man,” 
‘Tell Somebody Else” and others 
to cinch things. Bands combine for 
sock finale. Edba. 
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days | 
| because of iliness; no replacement.) | 


best with his zany ‘Hacienda’ that win nice apprecia- 


tion. 
| Fred Allen is put through the 
imeat grinder, in comic patter. be- 
\fore Benny trains his satirical gun 
on Phil Harris, his baton swinger. 
|Good-natured jibes run rampant 
‘and then Harris takes over -band, 
interspersing with vocals on “Dark- 
town Poker Club” and “That's 
|What I Like Abeut the South.” 
| Film looker Marilyn Maxwell, 
|warbles “Hooray for Love,” as 
prelude to convincing Benny 
he never could be a_— great 
lover. Skit hits high spot when 
Harris takes over the lover role. 
'His clineh is so terrific that two 
\stagehands carry the supposedly 
unconscious Miss Maxwell off stage. 
The audience loved it, just like 
they loved “Reehester” in his 
mimicking of the “Sabre Dance” 
in a routine that clicked. 
Throughout the show Benny 
makes vain attempis to violin 
“Love in Bloom,” and this piece 
of biz sustains the laugh pace of 
the unit. Stal. 


New Acts 


DANNY LEWIS’ - 
Songs 

15 Mins. 

“Latin Casino, Phila. 


Success ean be retroactive. Sky- 
rocketing of young Jerry Lewis 
(Martin &) is carrying special pre- 
miums for his 

















not-so-old man, 
Danny Lewis. After years on the 
borscht circuit and moderate 
stage success. Lewis, Sr., is getting 
his chance for a bid at top niteries. 

Breakin at the Latin Casino here 
had sentimental overtones. Singer 
got a sheaf of wires from virtually 
everybody at Lindy’s. He’s due to 
go into the Glass Hat, N. Y., after 
his run here. 

Lewis has a voice so much like 
Al Jolson’s that it might easily be 
palmed off as same, if you weren't 
looking. However, he does it 
straight, wisely eschewing those 
worn-thin imitations of Jolie’s man- 
nerisms. 

Such Jolson standbys as 
“Swanee.” “April Showers,” “Anni- 
versary Song,” etc., are delivered 
solidly. 

Simply, straight and without af- 
fectation. Lewis delivers these 
numbers in his own style. He also 
welcomes requests from the floor 
and gets plenty. Jega. 





HAROLD KING 
Dance 
10 Mins. 


Club Ebony, N. Y. 

Harold King offers a_ colorful 
roller-skating tap turn that com- 
bines the intricate hoofery of cleat 
work plus the mobility of wheels. 
He offers some punchy work which 
includes tricks that are standard 
with hoofers. 

High spot of this sepian’s act is 
done atop a table. Here be turns 
in speedy dancing of the type 
done by Tip, Tap and Toe. The 
slides off the table are productive 
of heavy hands. He’s okay as 
novelty for vauders and plushier 
cafes. “ Jose. 


Billie Holiday Making 
- B’way Bow at N.Y. Strand 

Billie Holiday will play ber first 
Broadway theatre date July 16 
when she opens at the Strand 
theatre. 

Sepia singer, who started her 
comeback after a year’s absence, 
made her re-entry with a pair of 
Carnegie Hall concerts in May, 
followed in a vaude-type show at 
the. Mansfield theatre, N. Y., and 
a date at the Club Ebony. 
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Managers Turn Down ATAM 207, Wage F (ll 
Hike Bid; Now Goes to Arbitration }j 


Managers have turned down the ¢ 


application of the agents and man- 
agers union for a 20% salary in- 
crease and the matter wiil be ar- 
bitrated probably some time dur- 
ing summer. Board of the League 
of New York Theatres promptly 
rejected the tilt proposal made by 
the Assn. of Theatrical Agents and 


Managers last week, directors | two-week engagement at the Edin- | tee wéeded out many proposals, | was postponed indefinitely when chestra and eight of the chorus 
sending word to the union that| burgh Festival Aug. 23. Show) four or five suggestions of im- | 14 members of the cast walked out. dismissed one of the latter 
the present scales should remain | then heads for London. Robinson portance remaining on the still ex- | The walker-outers signed a tele- | being Charles — Tate, Equity 
as is, because the union won 4a) Jeffers, who adapted the current | pansive agenda. Principal revision | gram to drama critics explaining _ charged discrimination because 
mediated boost of 3314% about version, which was used on Broad-| will be an increase in minimums, | their opinion that the presentation of his activity last winter 


a year ago. 

ATAM however, 
salaries are not ample in view of 
the rise in living costs and con- 
tends that road agents and man- 
agers can hardly scrape by with 
present pay, especially those with 
families who maintain homes in 
New York. Contract between the 
League and ATAM extends for an- 
other year but there is a stipula- 


tion giving the union the privil- | 


ege of seeking a further increase, 
should living ‘costs rise over the 
level existing when the pact was 
signatured. 

When the League mulled the 
union’s application, one showman 
ventured to say that if the case 
went to arbitration and ATAM 
won, the pay increase might ex- 
ceed 20%. Others with a different 
slant said it should be better to 
take a chance against such a pos- 
sibility and that it’s usual for a 
union to accept less than demand- 
ed anyhow. Since there was no 
counter proposal from the man- 
agers, the dispute automaticaly 
goes to arbitration. 


Minimum for pressagents in 
N.Y. is $190 weekly and $210 out 
of town. Company and house 
managers get $133 in N.Y. and 
$166.66 on tour, those handling 
musicals out of town getting a 
$200 minimum. Top agents usual- 
fy command salaries higher than 
scale in town and out. 








contends that | 


| Herlie-Medea’ Set For 
| Edmburgh Preem Aug. 23 


| British production of “Medea,” 
with Eileen Herlie in the Judith 
| Anderson role, is set to open a 


way last season, sailed from New 
York Friday (11) to visit in Ire- 
land, and will attend both Scot 
|and English premieres. Broadway 
| producers Robert Whitehead and 


will also attend both. 

Whitehead, who was in Rome 
recently, discussed filming of the 
| play with Universalia Studios. 
Latter is interested in financing a 
| production, which wouid be done 
|}in Italy next spring, in English, 
| if contracts are finalized. 


Chormes Do Leg 
Work for ‘Ballet’ 





Oliver Rea, who are now abroad, | 


TY TO PUSH 
HS ON ISSUE 


The adjourned annual meeting 
of Equity, held last Friday (11) at 
the Hotel Astor, was attended 
by discussions of changes to be 
| sought in the basic agreement with 
‘the managers (League of New 
York Theatres). Contract commit- 








despite the warning that such a 
move may boomerang to the detri- 
ment of the actors who up to now 
had established salaries of $150 or 
more. : 

It is strongly contended that a pay 
boost is imperative for the rank 
and filers who declare it’s impos- 


sible to live at the present $60 per | 


week minimum, especially actors 
who go to the road. As indicated 
previously $75 per week will be 
|asked for New York and $100 out 
of town. Chorus is to have the 
|same minimums, if the managers 
|concede to the demands, but it’s 
; possible that the rates will be 
| modified to some degree during 
negotiations. 

| Equity’s financial statement for 
‘the fiscal year of 1947-48, ending 
March 31 last, showed a decrease 
,of $22,048 in net income which 
totaled $90,751. Drop was ac- 


Pressagents of “Ballet Ballads,” | counted for by an increase in op- 
Broadway attraction that started eraiing expense, staff salaries hav- 
weakly but has steadily improved | ing been increased to balance the 
at the Music Box, had field days | cuts made several years ago. Cash 
|last week plugging the show with | on hand and due was $472,099, in- 
| the enthusiastic aid of the show’s | vestments amounted to $277,862, 
chorines. Latter have been mak- | total assests being $816,697, so that 
jing the rounds of restaurants and | the legit union remains in solid 
hotels’ in midtown distributing | substantial condition, although it 


| “Ballet” literature, putting up tack | was the first time in around 10 


cards and otherwise caliing atten- pase . i 
‘tion to the show, which started as | ee ic irae 
an experimental attraction. Gross | ; 
/went up around $4,000 last week | 
to nearly $14,000. 





Initiation fees and income from 
alien actors amounted to $108,460 
as against $120,171 last year, a 
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Guild Steps to Cut 


' 


‘Allegro’ Costs 


~ Stir Another Hassle With Equity 





| Discord Among ‘Angels’ 
| As Actors Take a Walk 


Los Angeles, June 15. 
Premiere of “City of Angels,” a 
legiter authored by John Bright, 





was “below standard and a reflec- 
tion upon our sacrifices and pro- 
fessional integrity, and below the 
| potential of the play itself.” 

John O’Harris, producer, 
of “unforeseen circumstances,” and 


promised to stage the play when he 
rounds up another cast. 


Lesit Spurting 





There was plenty of show busi- 
ness activity in the Scandinavian 
countries during spring, 30 theatres 
offering attractions continuously, 
according to Lars Schmidt, New 
York Swedish playbroker. There 
were 16 theatres operating in 
half a dozen Swedish cities, six 


three in Finland. While there was 
plenty of native shows, a liberal 
amount of imports was noted and 
at Gothenberg a converted 
freighter turned into a showboat 
fared very well with a revue. 


Stoekholm, with eight houses, 
'was most aetive theatrically, the 
|Royal with a large and small the- 
‘atre presenting no less than five 
lattractions. At the New there was 








+ Theatre 


an- | 
nounced a postponement because | 


In Scandinavia 


in Denmark, five in Norway and | 


Guild 
ating expenses 


pared 
of 


oper- 
“Allegro” 


‘Majestic, N. Y.) to some degree 
with the object of con- 
tinuing the musical through sum- 


recently 


mer and the upshot was a second 


argument with Equity, in connec- 


tion with the same musical. Six 


men were dropped from the or- 


when an ensemble ballet dancer 


was fired and charges were heard 


|against the Guild's stage managers, 
the incident resulting in a rumpus 
within and outside Equity. 

After beth factions had their say, 
|indications were that neither side 
| was out of order but Equity issued 
ia “warning” to the Guild that it 
|“will not countenance such action 
in the future,” taking the stand 
that the chorus hoofer was drop- 
ped because of union activity. Dif- 


.| ferences may have been straight- 


ened out had the Guild appeared 
before Eguity’s council to explain 
the situation. Instead co-director 
Lawrence Langner’s letters of ex- 
planation were not fully accepted, 
| discrimination was alleged and it 
| was stated that had not the letout 
|joined “Look Ma I’m Dancin’” 
(Adelphi) immediately after leaving 
|“Allegro” and at a higher salary, 
_the case would have gone to arbi- 
| tration. 

Largest Chorus on Broadway 

It appears that “Allegro” had the 
| largest chorus on Broadway, total- 
|ing 56 as compared with the aver- 
age musical’s 40 and it was decided 
|to dismiss eight of the ensemble. 
‘Equity objected because the chorus 
deputy was ineluded in the letouts 
‘(he was one of two cheer leaders in 
_a football bit and only one was 
\deemed necessary). Upon protest 
'from Equity, Langner responded 
'and suggested that the union select 
,the personnel of the excess octet, 


ORS NEED BOOSTS 
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| __T. Edward Hambleton and A. R. | drop of $11,711. This deflates the |“Born Yesterday,” the Vasa having 
Stern, who took over the show's | idea that there had been an in- “Fair and Warmer” and the Oscar 
financing, went into the red the creasing number of juniors apply- |successfully reviving “The Desert 


'which offer was declined. 


Equity responded with a sug- 





~ with 


Helen Hayes Sees Wash. 
¢ *.) 
In ‘Open Legit’ Fight 
Washington, June 15._ 
Hope for non-discriminatory legit 
in Washington was expressed here 
by Helen Hayes, following her en- 
agement at the Olney 


theatre, surburban — strawhatter. 
Writing to the Washington Post as 


-vice-president of the Amerf®an Na- 


tional Theatre and Academy, be- 
fore Téaving for Europe, Miss Hayes 
commended the newspaper for its 
stand on the issue, and added: 


“In recent days the peopie of 
Washington have proven beyond a 
doubt that they are behind Actors 
Equity in its fight against racial 
discrimination, For 13 straight 
performances, 9.100 Washington- 
jans from many stations of life and 
of all races and _  colors-—9,100 
Americans—have sat side by side 
in the Olney theatre in nearby 
Maryland. Of this number only 10 
have registered complaints with the 
theatre management—an_  over- 
whelming and gratifying indication 
that the people of Washington, 
given a chance, will back a theatre 
the courage to _ practice 
actively and conscientiously our 


(Md.) | 


|first three weeks but last week 
| “Ballet” broke even and may go 
on for a run. If the attraction 
turns into a winner, profits will go 
| to the American National Theatre 
‘and Academy, Experimental The- 
jatre and. the show’s performers, 


Last wek femme principals of 
‘Hold It” also did promotional leg 
'work at the suggestion of the 
|show’s publicity staff—Bill Doll, 
‘Dick Williams and Mike O’Shea— 
| same trio that is handling “Ballet.” 
|The girls handed out apples with 
wrappers stenciled with the show’s 
|title, although it was then known 
that “It” would wind up at the 
National Saturday (12). 


Jase Cowl to Colerade 





Denver, June 15. 

Jane Cowl will lead company 
presenting “The First Mrs. Fraser,” 
for five shows in Phipps audito- 
rium, and two shows in Colorado 
Springs auditorium, starting July 
1, staged by Jus Addis and Hayden 
|Rorke in association with Artists 
|Repertory League Inc. Prices will 
be $1 to $2.40. Attempt is new ad- 
dition to summer theatre here and 
|will be directed by Philip Tonge. 





|'who are working at minimum pay. 


For Seven Summer Dates 


il of Ri . 
sae of Rights _|_. George Somnes, who directed the 
I hope that you will stand by | jitch stock for 11 years, will act 
the American National Theatre and 'as moderator of the theatre open 


‘ing for Equity membership as 
, Sraduates of summer stock drama 
|scheols. It had been feared that 
/a rush of newcomers would dimin- 
| ish the chanees of the general 
| membership getting stage jobs and 
| that possibility still exists. 


| Membership at 6,000 


| Total number of members was 
| put at 6,000, while the number of 
delinquents who haven't paid dues 
was around 800. That figure was 
less than expected but there are 
quite a number of Equityites with 
| withdrawal cards, not rated as de- 
linquents. Indications are that an 
appreciable number of members 
not appearing on the stage are oc- 
cupied with radio, television and 


|eastern-made films, but their 


| Equity memberships are kept up. 


'to date. 


Assets do not include deposits 
| of $470,139 in cash and securities, 
‘money from managers to guarantee 
| salaries and claims. On hand too 
/is $75,000 set aside last year for 
emp'oyee pensions, that item hav- 
ing been increased by $484 inter- 
est, none of the pension fund hav- 
ing yet been expended. Employees 
| who have been with Equity for 25 
| years are entitled to pensions. Op- 
|erating expenses during ‘47-48 
|totaled $123,624, an increase of 
| $14.429. not excessive considering 
| pay tilts. 

} 


| 





Belasco Theatre for legitimate pro- 


Academy in its efforts to lease the forum to be held at the Central) (Myth? 
City Opera House during the play | Dilly Sets Tryout Dates; 


e ° ” 
ductions before unrestricted audi- 
ences. 





Chi Railroad Fair Posts 
Bond for 153 Equityites 
i Chicago, June 15. 
“hicago Railroad Fair Jast week 

postex. $27,000 Equity bond to 
ver 133 Equity members, 20 of 

are members of Chorus 
air gets under way latter 


thro month and = runs 
ugh Lake. 0 


‘industrial attrac- 
29, was originahs -~-ecented four 


\festival there this summer. 

Elitch stock company this vear 
'will be headed by Donald Woods 
{and Ruth Matteson. Others will be 
|Harry Mehaffy, Richard Midgley,, Ernest Truex will co-star with 
|Phylis Ryder, Tony Carr, Cliff' Peggy Wood in the Theodore 
|Dunstan and Peter Harris. Norris! pratt-William Mendrek comedy, 
Houghton will direct and Bradford | ~\jics Dilly Says No,” which John 
Ashworth will be scenic director. | Huntington will try out at the Spa 
|The season opens June 27, run- 
‘ning 10 weeks. 


Truex in Opposite Wood 


Saratoga, N. Y., June 15. 


, Summer Theatre, Saratoga Springs 
| the first part of September. 


| En route to Broadway, the play 
Claim of several backers . of |. . 
“Billion Dollar Baby” against pro-_ is scheduled to open at the Wil- 
iducers Paul Feigay and Oliver | bur in Boston, Oct. 11, for two 
Smith, on disputed handling of | weeks. It will then be taken to 
show's funds, is to be argued be | Phiiade!lphia for a fortnight. A 
fore the American Arbitration’ New York premiere is scheduled 
Assn. today (Wed.). i week of Nov. 15. 








| Song.” In Malmo there was ‘Porgy 
j and Bess” at the Stadstaeatrn, alse 
“Our Town” in the smaller theatre, 
while “Kiki” (operetta) played the 
Hippodrome. “Joan of Lorraine” 
was a draw of the City, Gothen- 
burg. 

In Copenhagen “The Iceman 
Cometh” played the Royal's smaller 
theatre, “Dear Ruth” was at the 
New, “All My Sons” at the Boule- 
vard and “The Glass Menagerie” 
at Knight’s Hall. In Oslo “Ieeman” 
played the National and the “Voice 
‘of the Turtle” was another Ameri- 
‘ean attraction. In Helsinki “Joan” 
|played the National and “Present 
| Laughter” was at the Swedish, both 
|\reported drawing excellent attend- 
ance. 


Philly Inquirer Sets 
Talent for Festival 


Philadelphia, June 15. 

The Philadelphia Inquirer's an- 
nual Music Festival, the city’s most 
elaborate and diverse musical 
spree, will be staged Friday (18) 
evening in the 105,000-capacity 
Municipal Stadium. Dimitri 
Mitropoulos will lead the 90-piece 
Robin Hood Orchestra for the main 
course in this musical repast. 

Among others present will be 
such Varied talents as Rise Stevens. 
_Metopera soprano; Frankie ‘Sugar 
Chile) Robinson, Detroit's 








Waring’s Pennsylvanians, with glee 
club and soloists; U. S. Army 
Band, Chrysler Kiltie Band ‘bag- 
pipers) and Ferko String band. 
Program will also.introduce two 
youthful chirpers selected in a six- 
month talent hunt conducted by 
the Inquirer for “The Voice of 
Tomorrow.’ Promotion is for the 
benefit of the paper’s charities, 





Ralph L. Hunter, assistant musi- 
cal director for the Starlight 
| Operettas, Dallas, appointed to 
| faculty of the Juilliard School of 
Music. New York. 
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nine- | 


year-old iano rodigy Fred) 
' % - | Esther Pallos, U. S. story editor 


jin it. Mrs. Pallos, former European 


|gestion that salaries be reduced, 
| cast and chorus included, as a num- 
|ber of the latter were paid over 
the seale, but the Guild said it was 
| the function of the management to 
determine the size of the chorus 
and emphatically declared that the 
‘claim of bias “was utterly false and 
groundless.” Guild stated that busi- 
\ness for “Allegro” had radicaliy 
| declined and to keep the show go- 
\ing. immediate economies were 
necessary. It was also explained 
that there were more boys than 
girls in the ensemble and to bal- 
ance the chorus, six out of the 
‘eight letouts were boys. 

| “Allegro” business improved last 
week but Langner contends that 
the drop in pace during spring 
dates from the hearing of charges 
| against Guild stage managers Jerry 
| Whyte and Herman Kantor, de- 
_ scribed as being conducted as a 
| mass “trial.” Charge against the 
men principally was the use of im- 
|proper language to chorines, but 
emphasis was put on the dismissal 
‘of Frances Rainer of the ballet, 
|who was said to have been mili- 
‘tantly active on behalf of Chorus 
Equity, for no specified reason. She 
was reinstated but recently handed 
in her notice to quit the show. 
When the first dispute was settled 
the Guild said there would be no 
_recriminations, so was surprised 
when learning of the “warning.” 


Korda Aide to Help 
Produce B’way Legiter 





for Sir Alexander Korda, will be 
associate producer on a Broadway 
legiter this fall, but the British 
film-maker will have no interest 


‘actress. is wife of Stephen Pallos, 
currently predacing films in Rome. 
Her coproducer will be Stephen 
Kelin-D-Oxylion, 

_ Pair will put on “These Tender 
| Mercies,” by Barton Yarborough, 
Show was tried out by the Ameri- 
|can National Theatre and Academy 
‘recently. Mostly the same actors 
, will be used, but the script is be- 
‘ing considerably revised. 
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MORE MEMORABILIA 


By RALPH T. KETTERING 








Do You Remember When----? 


Martin Beck (1899), then Chicago 
rep for the Orpheum, wired Meyer- 
feld, “Not as long as I live will I 
pay Montgomery & Stone $250 a 
week for Kansas City.” 

Orson Welles played Svengali in 
“Trilby” at Woodstock, Ill., with 
stock. 

Gus Pitou was with Henry Sav- 
age Office and met Fiske O’Hara 
working as headwaiter for his step- 
father in a hotel restaurant. 

Ned Alvord was press agent for 
the Allardt Circuit of ten-twent 
vaudeville houses. 

Antoinette Perry was leading 
woman for David Warfield in “The 
Music Master.” 


Margaret Perry, her daughter, 
played her first lead in the second 
company of “Strictly ~ Dishoner- 
able.” 

Don Ameche was a radio actor in 
“Grand Hotel” series, with Anne 
Seymour billed over him. 

William Farnum played Ben in 
“Ben-Hur” and W. S Hart played 
Messala. 

Jim Matthews, bodking agent, in- 
troduced Ed Rowland, Sr., to his 
Shrine friends as “Woodrow Wil- 
son,” and the likeness was so per- 
fect that he got away with it. 

Col. Bill Roche ran the Hay- 
market-Bijou-Academy string for 
Kohl & Middleton and had a Shet- 
land pony farm. 

M. D. (Doc) Howe was general 
manager for Fanchon & Marco and 
gave all his pals jobs. Es 

Joe Holland's (N. ®% Journal- 
American) father, E. M. Holland, 
created Capt. Bedford in “Raffles” 
opposite Kyrle Bellew. 

Harry Minturn and Talu Bank- 
head starred together in “Sleeping 
Partners.” 

Harry Frazee pilfered the saw- 


mill scene from “Blue Jeans,” used | , *F 
director to direct “The Spoilers’ | 


it in his “Uncle Josh Spruceby,” 
and made enough money to pro- 
duce “No, No, Nannette.” 

Edwin Stevens was so good as 
Maldanado in that same play that 
he was selected to play the lead in 
Molnar’s “The Devil.” 

Henry E. Dixey (“Adonis”) 
played the title role in “The 
Devil” in Chicago at the same time. 

Clarence Jacobson was a_ box- 
office treasurer before going black- 
face. 

J. Charles Gilbert was fireguard 


at Woods theatre, Chicago, before | 


those 10 years servitude as Franz 
Schubert in “Blossom Time,” and 
his name then was not Gilbert. 

Irving Mack, who owns Filmack 
Trailers and half of Wabash 
Avenue, Chicago, was an office boy 
at White City. 

Julia Dean, playing the lead with 
Macklyn Arbuckle in “The Round 
Up,” met Orme Caldara, juvenile 
in the same play, and married him. 

(Tim) Sullivan, (Sam) Harris & 
(Al) Woods produced “The Fatal 
Wedding,” with Gladys Smith 
(Mary Pickford) as the little 
mother. 

Go - Wan - Go- Mohawk, Indian 
princess, was persuaded by Lincoln 
J. Carter to star in “The Flaming 
Arrow.” 

Harvey B. Day was righthand 
man for Winnie Sheehan at Fox. 

May de Sousa, daughter of a 
Chicago policeman, sang Alderman 
John J. (“Bath House’) Coughlin’s 
song, “Dear Midnight of Love,” and 
got herself a job in “The Wizard of 

Leonard Lord, who played Father 
in “Life With Father” in Australia, 
started as a juvenile lead in 
“Daughter of the Sun.” 

Louis Cline persuaded Horace 
Liveright to produce “Dracula” and 
got himself a job as general man- 
ager that lasted years and years. 

Andy Talbot booked the Great 
Northern Hippodrome, Chicago, 
with 14 acts weekly, for three 
years, without repeating an act. 

Frank Q. Doyle booked acts 52 
consecutive weeks within the cor- 

porate limits of Chicago. 

U. J. Herrmann (“Sport”) organ- 
ized and managed the very first ra- 
dio show, Madison Square Garden. 

Mrs, Henry B. Harris turned 
down an offer of a million dollars 
for the Hudson theatre. 

Robert Edeson walked out on 
Amelia Bingham playing “The 
Climbers” and Charles Richman 
walked in te earn a 10-year con- 

Lloyd Bingham, her hus- 
Manager. 

-E. Rose was working for 
office for $50 a week 


when he dramatized “Prisoner of 
Zenda,” and that’s all he got. 


Geraldine Farrar was the first 
opera star to desert the Met to be- 
come a picture star, in “Joan the 
Woman.” Wally Reid played oppo- 
site her and Theodore Roberts was 
the arehbishop. 


, Sophie Tucker headlined the 
‘first floor show known as “Cabaret” 





,at the Casino Bldg., White City, | 
| Chicago. The Arnant Bros. were on | 


the same bill. 


Mike Manton was 


|manager. Ernest and Eugene By- | 
and Frank Bering | 


|field (Beifeld) 
| (Behring) were entrepreneurs. 
; w#enny Dufau left the Chicago 
Opera to become headliner of a 
popular priced vaudeville bill at 
'MeVickers, Chicago. 
|. Jack Lait was vaudeville editor 
of the Chicago American. 

Gene Green was the _ biggest 





| vaudeville headliner in the mid-)} 


i west. 

Lou Tellegen succeeded Coquelin 
as leading man for Sarah Bern- 
hardt in shrunken versions of the 
“Divine Sarah’s” plays at the Pal- 
ace, which turned the tide at that 
great variety theatre. 

The Shuberts (Sam S. and Lee) 
published “The Open Door” with 
Meee Reed Dunroy as editor. 


| Klaw & Erlanger made the big 
i\mistake of not: hiring William 





Morris (the elder) to book their | 


| vaudeville which spelled failure and 
ijmade The Orpheum Circuit tops. 

| D. W. Griffith made his brother 
|change his name to Albert “Gray;” 
| because only one Griffith could be 
connnected with “Birth of A Na- 
tion.” 





Kathlyn Williams in the serial 
|“Adventures of Kathlyn.” 


Colin Campbell quit as a stock 


for Selig and became famous over- 
night. 
‘dom overnight in the _ picture, 
“Skinner’s Dress Suit,” and _ his 
| wife had twins the same year. 

Francis X. Bushman bought that 
| 10-karat amethyst ring and mar- 
ried Beverly Bayne. 





} 
i 


| Longhair Shorts 








Kenneth Klein has quit Town 
Hall to become booking manager 
of Carnegie Hall, N. Y. Will also 
handle public relations . . Al- 
though current Paris engagement 
of “The Medium” is a success, run 
is limited by fact the company is 
committed to a week’s engagement 
in Rome, July 1. Then it returns 
to N. Y. . . . Concert baritone 
Arthur Kent to sing in “New 
Moon” with Birmingham (Ala.) 
Starlight Opera Assn. July 19 
week. Also singing in preem of 
new musical, “Comin’ Thru the 
Rye.” at Berkshire Playhouse, 
Stockbridge, Mass., week of July 5. 

Fernando and Alicia Alonso, 
with a group of Ballet Theatre 
dancers, doing two performances 
of ballet in their native Havana, 
for members of the Sociedad Pro- 
Arte Musical, June 24-25 ... Met 
soprano Josephine Antoine, grad- 
uate of Univ. of Colorado (B. A., 
°29), is this year’s recipient of 
University’s Norlin Medal for Dis- 
tinguished Achievement .. . Fer- 
nand Nault, of Ballet Theatre, 
sponsoring a two-week tour of 
| Quebec one-nighters in September 
'with company of nine BT dancers 
‘plus two Canadians ... Frank J. 
Wemhoff, Jr., named biz manager 
of Fort Wayne (Ind.) Philharmonic 
Orchestra .. . Alicia Markova and 
Anton Dolin, opening at London’s 
Covent Garden June 7 after nine 
years’ absence in the U. S., took 16 
curtain calls . . . Eugene O'Neill, 
Barney Ross, Harpo Marx, Dmitri 
Mitropoulos among sponsors of 
“Wings for Victory” concert at 
Waldorf, N. Y., July 1 to aid Pal- 
estine Resistance-Defense Fund. 
Leonard Bernstein to conduct 
orchestra, with Jennie Tourel, 
Robert Merrill, Henry Fonda and 
Valerie Bettis to appear. 

Leonard Warren will open the 
Grant Park, Chicago, concert se- 
ries again this season, for second 
.... Rese Bampton 
will appear in the western hemi- 
sphere premiere of Strauss’ 
“Daphne” when she sings the lead 
role in August at the Teatro Colon, 
Buenos Aires. .. . William Kapell 
is donating his fee for his Lewisohn 





Bill Selig made a picture star of | 


Bryant Washburn soared to star- | 


Manklewics to De 
His First B’way Show 


RKO writer-producer Herman 
Mankiewicz plans to do his first 
Broadway show in the fall. Its a 
production of Ashley Dukes’ “The 
Man With a Load of Mischief,” 
starring Margaret Sullavan. Man- 
kiewicz returned to the Coast last 
week after conducting preliminary 
negotiations on the play in New 
York. 

In Hoilywood, he plans immedi- 
ately to start the scripting of the 
projected film on ex-Manhattan de- 
tective Johnny Broderick, which is 
‘as yet untitled. Mankiewicz will 
| also produce the film. 








| 


| Added Strawhats 


Following are the summer thea- 
tres, not previously listed, slated 


to operate this season. Equity- 
franchised spots are designated 
(E.). and non-Equity (N.) This 


brings the total number of straw- 
hats to 181 so far. 
CALIFORNIA 
San Mateo: Hillbarn Summer 
theatre; Robert Brauns, P. O. Box 
543, San Mateo. (N.) 
CONNECTICUT 
Rocky Hill: Orange Hall. (N.) 
Uniontille: Town Hall (N.) 


MAINE 
Belgrade Lakes: Playbuilders 
Guild; James Bender. (£.) 
Bridgeton: Riverside’ theatre; 


James Kelly, Gene Galvin. (E.) 
Camden: Camden Hills theatre. 


(N.) 
MASSACHUSETTS 

© state Tufts Summer theatre. 
(N.) 
| Nantasket: Actors theatre. (N.) 
Nantucket: Straight Wharf thea- 
tre. (N.) 

Sturbridge: Town Hali. (N.) 
| Wareham: Wareham Summer 
‘theatré. (E.) 
| Woods Hole: Woods Hole Sum- 
|mer theatre. (E.) 
| MICHIGAN 
| Btoomfield Hills: Will-O-Way 
playhouse; Richard Charlton. (E.) 
| NEW HAMPSHIRE 
| Charlestown: Old Fort Players. 
iN.) 





Tamworth: Barnstormers; Fran- 
'cis G. Cleveland. (E.) 
NEW JERSEY 

Bound Brook: Foothills play- 


‘house. (N.) 
Cedar Grove: Theatre Showcase, 
| Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook; Lola 


|Pastena, Charles Miller,- Harold 
Lawrence, 364 High st., Orange, 
N. J. (N.) 


Montclair: Montclair playhouse; 
Albert H. Rosen. (E.) 

Pompton Lakes: Pompton Lakes 
ra aan theatre; Theodora Bender. 
(E.) 

Sea Girt: Ringside 
Jacob A. Weiser. (E.) 

NEW MEXICO 

Santa Fe: El Teatro de Santa Fe; 
Ann Lee. 

NEW YORK 

Alexandria Bay: Thousand Is- 
lands playhouse. (N.) 
aaa Horseshoe Lake theatre. 
(N. 

Buffalo: Boulevard theatre. (N.) 

Cooperstown: Duke’s Oak thea- 
tre. (N.) 

Fishkill: Cecilwood theatre. (N.) 

Grand Island: Grand Island play- 
house. (N.) 


theatre; 


oe Maverick theatre: 
(2 re 4 

» s sanecsigies Woodstock playhouse. 
(N.) 


OHIO 
Suffield: Town Hall; Alexander 
Wilson. (N.) 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Eagles Mere: Eagles Mere play- 
house. (N.) 
a“ Green Hills. theatre. 
Mountainhome: Pocono play- 
house; Rowena B. Stevens. (E.) 
Wayne: Oak Lane players. (N.) 
Williamsport: Williamsport Sum- 
mer theatre; Stanley Tackney, 
Dean Carrol. (E.) 
RHODE ISLAND 
East Greenwich: Greenwich the- 
atre; Edward Gould 9110 Avenue 
A, Brooklyn, N. Y. (E.) 
Westerly: Ward auditorium. (N.) 
UTAH 


Salt Lake City: Univ. of Utah 
theatre. (E.) 
VERMONT 
Bennington: Bennington Drama 
festival; Harold Shaw. (E.) 
Middlebury: Green Mountain 
playhouse. (N.) 
Weston; Weston playhouse. (N.) 
VIRGINIA 


Bailey’s Cross Roads: Crossroads 
theatre. (N.) 


Williamsburg: Lake Matoaka 
theatre. (N.) 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Charleston: Summer players; 


Charles G. Peters, Jr. (E.) 


Edgar Kennedy will appear with 
the Lakeside summer stock thea- 





i 


. & 
Inside Stuff—Legit 

July issue of Holiday features a yarn on summer stock theatres 
Lewis Nichols, former N. Y. Times drama critic, who regards the 
strawhats as “a decentralized major industry. No two summer thea 
are alike and few operators manage more than one... they are fash. 
ioned from old barns, fish wharves, churches, meeting halls and some. 
times from architects’ modern blueprints.” Elitch’s Gardens, Denyer, 
bills itself as “the oldest summer theatre in the U. S.,” dating from 
May, 1890, when vaudeville and light opera were given each summer 
before a stock company was formed and James O'Neill appeared jn 
“Helene,” 1897. Rk 

The Gardens had such names as Sarah Bernhardt, Douglas. Fair. 
banks, Sr. and Harold Lloyd, who started there as an usher. Oldest . 
summer stock in the east is Lakewood, Skowhegan, Me., which, too, 
started with vaude in 1901. Pointed out that “Life With Father.” 
which established Broadway’s record run, tried out there. The Proy. + 
incetown Players started in 1915; Playhouse, Pasadena, 1917, and the 
St. Louis Municipal, St. Louis, 1918. It was in the 1920's that summer 
theatres started taking the form they have today, with visiting stars 
and resident companies. Nichols opines that strawhats are here to 
stay. They are located most thickly along the eastern seaboard, there 
being 28 in the state of New York, 21 in Massachusetts and 14 in 
Pennsylvania. 





VARIETY’s boxscores on Broadway productions were mentioned and 
criticized by Russell Maloney, ex-New Yorker scribe, who did the book 
for “Sleepy Hollow,” in the course of a running commentary to tape. 
recorded interviews with patrons made the second night of the musical 
by John K. M. McCaffrey, of “Room 416” over WNBC, N. Y. Maloney 
told McCaffrey that he didn’t believe the critics ever agreed in advance 
to condemn or praise a play—that their opinions were honest—but he 
did think the reviewers for weekly publications were affected by re 
ports of grosses. He then mentioned Varriety’s tabulations, which 
Maloney thought had an undesirable effect on critics. These figures 
created a “bandwagon psychology,” he said. 

Maloney expressed the opinion that critics shouldn’t review a play 
the first or second night; they should, instead, wait for their Sunday 
editions. Maloney, throughout the exchanges with McCaffrey, was 
very careful to avoid impugning the motives or actions of Broadway 
critics. When a woman patron (via tbe recordings) said she had 
learned “some” of the firstnight reviewers were “intoxicated,” Malorey 
stated emphatically this wasn’t true, so far as he knew. 





Money bequeathed by veteran actor Conrad Cantzen, who left his 
entire fortune (around $250,000) to be expended in buying shoes for 
actors when he died in 1945, is more beneficial than was expected. . 
Any number of professionals have applied to the Actors Fund which 
is administering the estate for footwear and are given orders for same, 
Men and women are getting shoes in that manner, also stockings, be 
quest being interpreted to include hosiery. Estate was originally 
willed to Equity but with the court’s assent the assets were turned over 
to the Fund, actors applying to Equity and the Stage Relief Fund be- 
ing sent there when new shoes are requested. 

Cantzen lived with utmost frugality, sleeping on newspapers on the 
floor of his modest room in Hoboken, N. J.,.to save laundry. He re- 
tired some years before his demise but piled up a fortune mostly in 
| Jersey realty. 
; a 

‘ Leather and optical firms quartered in the Canal street section of 

New York appear to have invested most of the money expended for 
| “Sleepy Hollow,” which tarried on Broadway for only one and a half 
weeks, closing at the St. James Saturday (12), approximately $225,000 

in the red. Robert Fields, son of a leather merchant, who wanted to 
go into show business, represented the downtown backers and was 
listed on the program as production assistant, Frank Hall having been 
production manager. 

Musical was a first managerial venture by Lorraine Lester. Closing 
was not definite until the last moment, efforts to raise another $25,000 
among the 100 odd backers being unsuccessful. “Sleepy” got only 


$9,000 last week, less than the takings for the first four days of the 
week previous. 








A dressing down, polite but severe, was gi i 
a , ] S , S given the audience, at the 
Majestic theatre, Adelaide, a few nights ago by actress Doris Fitton. 


ing Becomes Electra,” Miss Fitton wait i i 
address 7 egies ae nid waited until the final curtain to 
“This is a flesh and blood play,” she said, “and the a 
4 said, rtists are real 
yoo who can do their best only if the audience is sympathetic. 'm 
: raid you haven't seen a very good performance tonight, as there has — 
een some inopportune laughter. You must realize that cooperation 


between players and audience is i és 
the atmosphere.” “ essential. Any interruption breaks 





Since there were objections voiced about the procedure used by 
Equity in hearing charges against the stage managers of “Allegro” 
during the Spring, a committee has been considering suggestions for 
ea in the method of conducting such hearings. No sugyest 
reg ene. Pe Berti = made to the council and Equity 
those under charges to ms showed: ee oe eee 


Main intention of the committee is to frame rules whereby hearsay 


type of testimony attended the “Allegro” case. “Defense attorneys” 


have been excluded from hearin it’ icaliti 
#s because it’s fel lities 
would clutter up and delay the disposition of sth sm nc atm 





Large number of legit road shows : 
® : s wh 
this season is causing considerable e a eee eee ap. Bae 


circles. Although at least half a doz yeorow-lifting in city’s theatre 


big musicals, have played as clo 
: se as Rochester, s have 
foe caged shunned Buffalo, with theatre-going Bb meotening ta 
e pointed inquiries. List of non off-to-Buffalo road legiters nearby 


included “Annie Get Your ee : Tarn ? : 
Fraser” ‘and the aie Gun,” “Burlesque,” “Carousel,” “First Mrs. 





Conrad Nagel replaces John Loder i 
re } Joh r in the cast , » Or 
sg _ uring the last half of the current, final sche ecmeas weal 
‘ eae. pertesporniag | pew ype (19) at the Millor Change was 
se er di i i com i 
oes to Chae eae: not care to stick with the comedy, which 
Recently June Lockhart left “Love” 
= 


Diana Herbert replacing. ae ened. 0 Holly woot 





Robert Campbell, executive secretary 
: ry of the Act ‘as 
operated on recently, and after being hospitalized for gr BO ty was 


sent home. Campbell is approachi : - 
back in the Fund offices this week.” his 80th birthday. He's ex 





——— 


CLEVE. PLAY HOUSE ‘1pz4S 
Cleveland, Jane 15. -—— 

The Cleveland Play House —_ 

ed into its final production of", 

year with the opening of fg 4de9*" 


Hayes Repacts Aussie ‘Annie’ 
Sydney, June 8. 
Evie Hayes (Mrs. Will Mahoney) 
repacted for another 12 months in 
lead of Aussie version of “Annie 














Stadium, N. Y., arance June 
the Mme. Samaroff Fund. 








tre, Lake tcong, N. J., from 
June ag yg Be 4, as lead in “For 
Better or for Worse,” new comedy 
by Richard 





ern comedy, “The 
Get Your Gun.” in the es arst time 
ane, eecanains is. dicker- PR i fog the -. -4°8 
or produce and , written : 
act in “Harvey” here. Kelly, ir 





Annoyed by giggling out front during one of her tragic scenes in “Mourn- | 2 


evidence would be excluded, it being conceded that too much of that F: 


en touring companies, including Ps, 
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Strawhats Pick Up Pace With 16 Lit, 
Though One Folds; Other Hay Items 


Summer stock season is gaining | 
momentum, listings showing a num- | 
ber of new strawhat enterprises. 
This week nine stocks start play- 
ing, which added to seven previ- 
ously opened makes for a total of | 
16 but the last half of June will! 
see the barns lighting up from 
Maine to North Carolina and by | 
July 4, all the planned strawhats | 
should be in operation. (Coast isn’t | 
included in count). 

Total number of strawhats of a 
professional nature (registered | 
with Equity) was 99 early this; 
week, while the number of ama-| 
teur summer outfits is unde- 
termined. Already one new pro- 
fessional company has folded, it 
being the repertory at- the Hart- 
man. Columbus, O. City outfit 
lasted three weeks and while plans 
called for touring the shows on a 
rotary stock basis, it was classi- 
fied among the summer stocks. 








Hometown Boy Woolley 
Saratoga Springs, June 15. 
Monty Woolley will make his 
first hometown professional ap- 
earance when he stars in “The 
fan Who Came to Dinner” at 
John Huntington’s Spa Summer 
Theatre week of Aug. 24. He re- 
turned to his Saratoga home after 
finishing the film ‘‘Tatlock’s Mil- 
lions,” written and produced by 
Charles Brackett, a native of Sar- 
atoga. 
Woolley appeared at the Spa 
Theatre last September as narrator 
and reciter of poetry in a concert 
viven by F. Charles Adler’s Spa 
Symphony Orchestra. 





Dallas Sets Stars 


Dallas, June 15. 

Larry Brooks, who created the 
role of Grieg in “The Song of 
Norway,” has been signed by the 
State Fair Casino to sing Bilge 
Smith in “Hit the Deck,” ee 
operetta that opens Aug. 9. Op 

site him will be Gloria Hamilton, 
Ee Louis Municipal Opera soprano. 
Larry Storch will play the comic 
Jeads in both “The New Moon” and 
“Naughty Marietta.” Los Angeles 
soprano Nancy Sheldon will sing 
Lady Katharine in ‘The Vagabond 
King.” final production. 


First production, “The Great 
Waltz,” starring Kenny Baker, 
opened Monday (14). It will run 


for two weeks. 





Jane Wyatt in ‘Comedy’ 
Los Angeles, June 15. 

Jane Wyatt joins the Laguna 
Beach Playhouse troupe for a 
week of strawhatting as star of S. 
N. Behrman’s “No Time for 
Comedy,” starting July 6. 

Others booked for the summer 
season include Benay Venuta in 
“Personal Appearance,’ Janis 
Paige in “Accent on Youth,” Mar- 
jorie Main in “Sun-Up,” Keenan 

ynne in “Joan of Lorraine” and 
Ann Revere in “The Late Christo- 
pher Bean.” 

Nancy Kelly, Robert Armstrong 
and Jane Darwell will costar in 

tryout of a new comedy, “You 

winkle Only Once,” Aben Kan- 
del, at the Laguna Beach theatre, 
opening June 29. 

Jus Addis and Hayden Rorke 

operate the spot. 





Kennedys in Tryout 

Lake Hopatcong, N. J. June 15. 

Edgar Kennedy and his daugh- 
ter Colleen will guest in a tryout 
of “For Better or for Worse,” by 
Richard Stevers, for a week be- 
ginning June 29 at the Lakeside 
theatre here. 

The author will direct. 





Lake Summit’s Tryout Duo 
Hendersonville, N. C., June 15. 
Two new plays, “By Persons 

Unknown.” by J. C. Williams, and 
“Whistler's Mother,” by Robert A. 
Bachman, will be tried out the 
weeks of July 27 and Aug. 17, re- 
spectively, at the Lake Summit 
playhouse, at nearby Tuxedo. 

Robroy Farguhar: is the  pro- 

ducer. x 

Christians in Olney Letdown 

Olney, Md., June 15. 

Haila Stoddard in “Amphitryon 
38” is currentiy at Olney Theatre, 
which, in its third week, under the 
Richard Skinner aegis, has hit its 
stride. Actress set house record 
for last season, when she played 
here in “Dream Girl,” so should 
do weil at. b.o. current stanza. 
Mady Christians in “Papa Is All” 
was a normal Jetdown after the 
smash record set by Helen Hayes 
in ‘Alice-Sit-By-the-Fire” the prec- 
eding week. 

Diana Barrymore, who is signed 
for “The Philadelphia Story” June 





29, was originally inked for “Card- | 


‘| Kellogg, 





board Lover.” Switch had to be 
made because legal tangle has 
tied latter play into knots. Harry 
Elerbe will direct Miss Barry- 
more in Ellerbe’s final Olney 
stint before trekking back to his 
La Jolla directing chores. Brian 
Aherne and Mary Boland have 


j been added to the Olney agenda 


for future dates. 


White Barn Sets Company 
Pittsburgh, June 15. 
company for straw- 
hat season at White Barn ‘theatre 
will include Norma Winters, Dar- 
thy Hinkley, Susan Joyce, Stewart 
Bradley, Ruth Cenley, Donald Me- 
Clelland and Carl Low, the later 
also co-producer with Clay Flagg. 
Eleven-week season opens Satur- 
day (19) with “Made in Heaven.” 
As a reward for Dorothy 
Scott’s performances at Playhouse 


Permanent 


this season in “Another Part of the | 


Forest” and “All My Sons,” Fred 
Burleigh, director of little theatre 
here, is taking local actress to his 
strawhat in Cohasset, Mass., for 
the summer. She’ll repeat her parts 
in both of those shows as well as 
appearing in “Little Foxes.” 


Riverside to Reopen 


Portland, Me., June 15. 

Riverside theatre, Bridgton 
strawhat, will reopen this month 
under joint management of James 
Springfield, Mass., who 
served as stage manager last sea- 
son, and Gene Galvin, who hails 
from Seattle. James Meller, Mont- 
real, for past eight years director 
of the Montreal Repertory Co. and 
an instructor in dramatics at Mc- 
Gill Univ., will assume direction 
chores, while James Gannett, Bing- 
hampton, N. Y., will be stage man- 
ager. 

With exception of Meller, man- 
agement will double as performers, 
with an additional company of 
eight coming in. Schedule as 
tentatively outlined lists strawhat 
familiars of past few seasons, with 
no tryouts contemplated. 





Barn Skeds ‘Daughter’ 


Bolton Landing, N. Y., June 15. 

Bolton Landing Summer Players 
will open their fourth season June 
29 in a new theatre, the 200-seat 
Barn Playhouse, located on Route 
9N, adjoining Bradley’s Inn on 
Lake George. Joe Crosby, young 
New York producer, will be man- 
aging director of a group of 20 
professional players and_ techni- 
cians. 

Opening piece will be “Yes, My 
Darling Daughter.” Week will 
run Tuesday through Saturday, 
with a Wednesday matinee. 





Palmerton’s Star Lineups 
Worcester, June 15. 

Guy Palmerton, who operates 
strawhatters at Playhouse in Muni- 
cipal Auditorium k 
Whalom theatre in Fitchburg, will 
bring a host of guest stars to the 
local area this summer. Definite- 
ly set thus far for Playhouse are: 
Larry Parks in “Second Stage” 
(new play). July 19; Jackie Cooper 
in “Room Service.” July 26; Mischa 
Auer in “20th Century,” Aug. 9; 
Bert Wheeler in “Ne Rhyme or 
Reason” (musical) Aug. 16. 

Scheduled for Lake Whalom to 
date are: Joan Caulfield and John 
Payne in “Voice of the Turtle,” 
June 27; Neil Hamilton in “Parlor 
Story,” July 5; Larry Parks in 
“Second Stage,” July 12; Kay 
Francis in “The Last of Mrs. Chey- 
ney,” July 19; Cesar Romero in 
“Strictly Dishonorable,” July 26; 
Jackie Cooper in “Room Service,” 
Aug. 2: Bert Wheeler in “No 
Rhyme or Reason.” Aug. 9; Mischa 
Auer in “20th Century,” Aug. 16, 
and Svivia Sidney in “Kind Lady,” 
Aug. 23. 

Still in the huddle stage are Ca- 
role Landis for “Laura,” for the 
Playhouse early in July; and Joan 
Blondell in “Happy Birthday,” for 
August. 


‘Hasty Heart’ at Lobero 
Santa Barbara, June 15. 
Lobero Theatre, strawhat com- 
pany, signed Roddy McDowall, 
Tom Brown and Diana Douglas to 
head the cast in “The Hasty 
Heart.” opening June 23. 





Waco Theatre’s 5 Plays 
Dallas, June 15. 

The Southwest Summer Theatre. 
using facilities of Baylor theatre in 
Waco, opens June 17 with first of 
five summer plays. Group is an 
independent organization owned 
and opesated by its acting and 
technical members. 

Productions include “Playboy of 
the Western World,” “The Male 


here and Lake | 


Levine Skeds Second 
Strawhat Music Series 


Second of strawhat music series 
originated last year by Marks Le- 
vine, veepee of National Concert & 
Artists Corp., providing concert 
entertainment on Sundays at vari- 
ous eastern summer theatres, will 
| be continued this season. 

Already booked for Hunterdon 
Hills Playhouse, Jutiand, N. J., are 
Gladys Swarthout, June 27: Boris 
| Goldovsky, July 11; Iva Kitchell, 
| July 25; Robert Merrill, Aug. 8, 
}and Benno Rabinof, Aug. 22. 


Farrell’ Theatre Bay 
For ‘Hold It’ Resumption 








Looms as Problem Baby 


It’s questionable whether An- 
(\thony B. Farrell, Albany indus- 
| trialist who wholly financed the 
musical comedy “Hold It,” 
eventually benefit in a deal by 
which he’s bought the Warner the- 
atre on Broadway from Warner 
Bros. “Hold” relights there in the 
fall. Show closed Saturday (12) 
af the National. 

Purchase price for the house 
was stated to be $1,500,000, one 
half of the figure first reported. 
Estimated that it will cost around 
$200,000 in fixed charges annually 
for Warners, Farrell taking over 
the lease on the Broadway entrance 
which calls for a rental of $40,000, 
also the rent on property in the 
rear of the theatre proper, used 
for dressing rooms. There is a box- 
office on the 5])st street side which 
could be used if the Broadway en- 
trance is sublet, thereby reducing 
the nut. 

Theatre was built originally to 
exhibit wide screen, third-dimen- 
sional film which did not develop 
as anticipated. Estimated that if 
the house were duplicated now it 
|would cost $4,000,000.  Brafar, 
which is to be the new name of the 
theatre, has 24-inch seats, compar- 
lable to Chicago's Civic Opera 
|House in comfort and equipment, 
latter having been built by the late 
Samuel Insull, utility magnate. 

The Warners house, however, 
was not successful for pictures and 
for legit it could hardly be profit- 
able, even if “Hold It” developed 
into a hit upon resumption, because 
of the high cost of operating house 
and show. Attraction’s production 
was moved out of the National, 


week the gross of “Hold It” was not 
much improved, takings approxi- 
‘mating $8,000, whereas the guaran- 
tee to the theatre was $7,500. Total 
investment on the show exceeds 
$300,000, which apparently doesn’t 
disturb Farrell, who is a million- 
aire. 

Farrell has offered to pay each 
chorister $50 weekly during the 
summer. There are 24 ensemblists 
and the gratuitous layoff total 
would’ be around $11,000 should 
the cho-isters stick, but they nec- 
essarily need not rejoin “Hold” 
when it relights early in Septem- 
ber. Not all the principals will 
‘be offered contracts for the re- 
sumption, it being planned to en- 
gage names. 


Seattle Symph 256 in Red; 
Needs 506 More To Go On 


Seattle, June 15. 
The Seattle Symphony Orchestra 
is in the red about $25,000. and 
must raise an additional $50,000 in 
the current membership drive to 








assure operation in the coming 
season, according to president 
| Louis LaBow. 


“Unless public support rallies 
behind the present fund raising 
campaign,” LaBow said, “Seattle 
‘will have no symphony orchestra 
/next season.” 


| 
‘Brig’ Singers in Concert 


| Two young singers who made 
‘their Broadway bows last season 
| will make their concert debuts the 
' coming season. 

Marion Bell, star of “Brigadoon,” 
| willl give her first song recital at 
‘Town Hall, N. Y., Oct. 10.  Pris- 
'cilla Gillette, who took over for 
, Miss Bell when latter quit “Briga- 
'doon” this spring, wiil give her 
| first reeital Sept. 23. 

Miss Bell, who is wife of Alan 








will | 


where it folded, to the Brafar. Last ; 


Goodman, Chasins Switch to Be Feature 


, 
4 


Of Coming N.Y. World’s Fair of Music 





‘Flag Is Born’ Skedded To 
Tour Under Kutcher Mgt. 


“A Flag Is Born” is going out 
again, with dates in cities rather 
|than strawhats being sought. The 
| Ben Hecht drama about the fight 
|for an Israel is in rekearsa!, un- 
|der the management of Benjamin 
|F. Kutcher, who handles concert 
j}attractions and occasionally le- 
giters. 





| but was not successful in obtaining 
jindependent bookings and _ the 
|; show, which played briefly at the 
| Belasco, N. Y., was withdrawn. 

Jonathan Harris, who  under- 
studied and sometimes played the 
lead in the part created by Paul 
Muni last year, heads the present 
cast of “Flag,” which also includes 
Dora Weissman of the original 
east. 





Sayler m Romp Winning 
ATAM Reelection; Boyar 
Picked as Prez Third Year 


Annual election of the Assn. of 
Theatrical Agents and Managers 
held Monday (14) was expected to 
see something of a contest for the 
business agent post but Oliver Say- 
ler, the incumbent, romped in. It 
will be his seventh year in the job, 
he being renamed by a vote of 
three to one over the combined 
opposition of three other candi- 
dates. 

Ben Boyar (general manager for 
Max Gordon) was eiected president 
for the third year; Frank Smith 
(manager of the Adelphi, N. Y.) is 
the new vice-president; Milton 


tary-treasurer for the seventh term, 
and Fred De Bondy is again ser- 
geant-at-arms. Weintraub and Say- 
ler have the only paid jobs among 
the ATAM officers. 

Warren O'Hara and Ray Broder 
are new directors, being of the 
managers group, along with Morris 
Jacobs and Robert Milford. Re- 
elected tc the board for the N. Y. 
pressagents were Dick Maney and 
Bill Fields and for the road agents, 
William Roddy and Hal Oliver. 


SINCLAIR’S ATOM BOMB 








Los Angeles, June 15. 

Effect of the atom bomb on man- 
kind is the theme of the new Upton 
Sinclair play, “A Giant’s Strength,” 
slated for a world premiere by the 
Valley Community Theatre, Clare- 
mont, Cal., June 17, 18 and 19. 

Play is directed by Michael Fer- 
rall and Harry Fraser. 


Bottorff, Levine Buy Out 
Morton’s NCAC Interest 


Alfred H. Morton, prez and 
board chairman of National Con- 
cert & Artists Corp., has quit the 
organization to devote all his time 
to his new television duties with 
20th-Fox. 

O. O. Bottorff and Marks Levine, 
NCAC veepees, have bought out 
Morton’s interest, and will con- 
tinue as NCAC’s sole stockholders. 
They'll also alternate yearly in the 
offices of prez and board chairman 
vacated by Morton. 


‘Lady Asks Help’ Gets 
Okay in Londen Preem 


London, June 15. 








Last season he took over | 
: "This Toe Shall Pass’ for the road | 


Weintraub was reelected as secre- | 


PLAY BOWS ON COAST 


Unusual twist of Benny Good- 
'man being clarinet soloist in a pro- 
;gram of French symphonie music, 
| while longhair Abram Chasins 
| plays the Gershwin “Rhapsody in 
'Blue” on the same program, will 
|feature series of programs at the 
| Grand Central Palace, N. Y., week 
‘of July 19-24. Week will be de- 
| voted to exhibits and concerts in 
'connection with a World’s Fair of 
| Music promotion, first exposition of 
|its kind. 

Antal Dorati, conductor of the 
_ Dailas Symphony, as artistic and 
music director of the Fair, will con- 
duct two or three concerts with a 
symph orchestra. Thor Johnson, 
Cincinnati Symphony conductor, 
| will baton a brace of concerts, with 
'Nan Merriman as soloist. Alicia 
| Markova and Anton Dolin will do 
an afternoon and evening dance 
| program. Other soloists signed in- 
'clude Ella Fitzgerald, Robert Mer- 
rill, Russ Case. There will be twe 
/concerts daily, in a special theatre 
| seating 1,300, which is being con- 
| Structed for the event. 


| Spensor of the Fair is George 
| Wiener, prez of Grand Music Corp. 
jand Wemar Music Corp., who 
|claims he’s sole fiaancial backer 
|for the project, which will involve 
|a cost of $100,000. Paul Feigay, 
| Broadway legit producer, is pro- 
, duction director. Both commercial 
ifirms and artistic organizations 
have signed for booths at the Fair, 
|inciluding General Electric, RCA, 
| Sightmaster, French Radio, Glyn- 
|debourne Music Festival, Opera 
|for College, Pittsburgh Symphony, 
| Lewisohn Stadium Concerts, N. Y. 
| City Center, and others. Total of 
fe to 100 exhibits is expected. 


-Atterbury’s Playhouse In 
Black for 106, Feeling 
Crix; Investment 2066 


j Albany, June 15. 


| Maleolm Atterbury’s Playhouse, 
where the actor-manager revived 
stock here for the first time in 15 
years, played to 78,101 admissions, 
during a 25-week season, enabling 
him to finish in the black for about 
$10,000. Atterbury claiming stock 
company circles had freely pre- 
| dicted his flop, revealed that his 
/actual investment im the Play- 
| house (the Old Capitol) was $206,- 
000, of which $76,000 was the pur- 
chase price to W. W. Farley and 
the remainder being for re . 
modeling. 


Atterbury, son of the late W. 
W. Atterbury, president of the 
Pennsylvania R. R., claims funds 
used was money he had made dur- 
_ing 17 years in show business, in 11 
summers of which he opefated the 
Tamareck Playhouse at Lake 
Pleasant in the Adirondacks—plus 
an investment by his wife, Ellen 
Hardies (leading lady of the Play- 
house) and a mortgage.which he 
_finatiy obtained from a bank. No 
| money came from his father’s es- 
tate. Atterbury believes it wiil 
_ take years to liquidate the invest- 
/ment. He could have sold the 
| theatre, for conversion into a 
| Zarage, at a profit of $35,000, just 
| 10 days after closing the original 
| deal. 

He will adhere to the policy of 
| running productions for two-week 
| periods, when the seeond season 
| of 26 weeks begins Oct. 13. The 
| first year's engagement was ex- 
tended from 18 to 25. wecks. 
“Glass Menagerie,” the closer, 
would have been held for a second 
'week, but other commitments by 
the cast prevented this. ' 























man "prabiem play ot secdentai SOHN LOVES MARY’ SET 
‘murder. by James Paris, presen FOR SYDNEY IN JULY 


\by Jack Buchanan at the Garrick | 
Sydney, June 8. 


/Monday (14), was enthusiastically | 

received and has even chance for) rman d a 5 

|) success. Generally well-acted play | Mary” will pee bore dad get 
J. C. Williamson. Hartley Power, 


‘has no stellar names. 
“Point to Point.” somewhat un- June Clyde and Stewart Long— 
starring | currently playing in “Born Yester- 


‘original farce comedy 
Adrienne Allen, opened at the St. day”—will have the leads. 


Martin’s Wednesday (9). | “Born” hasn't been a surefire 


| Cordially received by the preem | click in this spot, although the-——~ 


, audience, play however was rapped show started off at a brisk pace 

| by the press, and closed Saturday and looked okay for a long run. 

| (12). ,It now looks like an eight week 
run. 


Betty Rosoff has resigeed from | ; Pees obar 
| the staff of the American National Singer Moishe Oysher, also w.k. 








Animal,” “Glass Menagerie,” “A | Jay Lerner, co-author of “Briga- Theatre & Academy to join the | as a Cantor, leaves Friday (18) on 


“Of Thee I Sing.” 


|Midsummer Night's Dream” and doon,”’ plans an extensive concert 


‘tour this fall and. winter. 


| dance and drama department of the |a three-month concert tour - of 
Henry Street Settlement, N. Y.- South America. —— - ' 
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Plays Out of Town 


Life With Mother 


Detroit, June 8. 


Oscar Serlin production of comedy in three 
acts (six scenes) by Howard Lindsay and 


Russel Crouse, Stars Dorothy § Stickney, 
Howsrd Lindsay. Directed by Guthrie Me- 
Clintic. First and second act setting and 


costumes by Donald Oenslager; third act 
seiting, Stewart Chaney. (Opened at. Cass, 
Detroit, June 8, '48; $3.60 top. 

| re rrrrrrr rr er Howard Lindsay 
Whitney... ccccccccserese w+: David Frank 
PEMPEAN no Ses bebe eccdbcaccbevss Robert Wade 
MMA TNS c's » wre 010006490 0.0 06%.0.0 csp eeOROEk. ARROING 
WarGATet ..ccdocerscsessees Dorothy Bernard 
GTATENCE. .cccccccceceesreess Larry Robinson 
Michael......-. cd epeceseseors ...Michael Smith 
WiIMlO, . cncecséansecccogns’ Dorothy Stickney 
OL NES SRE errs eirie Mary Diveny 
Hazel Willougitby........... Gloria Patrice 
Bessie Skinner Logan......- Gladys Hurlbut 
Mrs. Willoughby..........-4 Aline McDermoit 
Clyde Miller... .cscccecsers Robert Mmbardt 
Cora Miller........0.-....-Ruth Hammond 
Kathleen..............Marguerite Morrissey 
Dr. Humphreys..........-4 4 H. Van Buren 





Here’s another hit play if ever 
there was one. This is the logical, 
perfect followup on “Life With 


Father,” concerning the Clarence 
Day family about two years after 
that play’s setting. 

Clever dramatic craftsmen have 
provided a first act that is perfect. 
The second act shows a little weak- 
ness, but that can be tightened up 
without hurting the simple plot it 
helps to build. The third stanza is a 
smash close. 

The only flaw is at the close of 
the second act when Michaei the 
coachman struts in from the porch 
and crosses the room to disappear 
in another part of the house. It’s 
followed by a blustering remark 
from father in the innermost re- 
cesses of the house. But no one 
seems to understand what this 
piece of business means. “If it has a 
purpose it should be clarified; if 
not, then eliminated. 


The family of red-headed boys is 
still on the scene, with Clarence in 
the throes of a love affair. Robert 
Wade as Harlan spouts poetry and 
hits the high spot with “Incident of 
the French Camp” by Browning. 

And now, after 22 years of 
wedded bliss, Mrs. Day wants an 
engagement ring which has reposed 
on the finger of Father’s old flame. 
How Mother conspires to get that 
ring makes up the delightful plot. 

Howard Lindsay, as Father, blus- 
ters through the action in the style 
he made his own in “Life With 
Father.” Dorothy Stickney, as 
Mother, flounces through the play 
as effectively. Glady’s Hurlbut as 
Bessie, Father’s buxom old flame, 
gives the role vitality and life. 

Robert Emhardt, as Clyde Miller, 
wisecracking hay, grain and feed 
merchant from a small town, turns 
in a commendable performance. 
Larry Robinson as Clarence and 
Gloria Patrice as his heart throb, 
are splendid juveniles. Others in 
the cast are equally polished under 
Guthrie McClintic’s deft direction. 

Settings for the country house 
are so real as to bring spontaneous 
applause, and the costumes, in all 
their Victorian glory, keep pace. 

With 18 minutes for two inter- 
missions the play runs about two 
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SEALED PROPOSALS will be received 
by the Federal Works Agency, Wash- 
ington, D. C., up to 2:00 o'clock, P.M., 
Eastern Daylight Savings Time, July 1, 
191s, and then opened publicly, to lease 
the Belasco Theater Building, Washing- 
ton, D, C., except the fifth floor, that 
portion of the fourth floor containing 
approximately 2,125 sq. ft. and located 
immediately in front of the storage loft 
over the stage, and that poriion of the 
basement containing approximately 700 
eq. ft. and lying south of the main south 
wall of the building, which are reserved 
to the United States and to which there 
are direct means of access from the ad- 
oining Treasury Department Annex No. 
, for a term of years commencing on 
September 1, 1948, and ending on August 
31, 1958: PROVIDED that if the Con- 
gress shall appropriate funds for the 
construction of a new building on the 
site of the Belasco Theater Building dur- 
ing the term of the lease, the Govern- 
Ment shall have the right to cancet the 
ease on one year’s notice in writing; 
ROVIDED FURTHER that at the ex- 
piration of the first five years of the term 
of the lease, the Government shall have 
the right to cancel the lease for any 
cause whatsoever on one year’s notice 
in writing. All proposals must be accom- 
— by the required deposit and musi 
submitted on the form of proposal 
which may be obtained in Room 7628 of 
the Federal Works Agency Building, 19th 
and “F" Streets, N.*W., Washington, 
D. C. The Federal Works Agency re- 
serves the right to reject any or all pro- 
posais, and to waive any informality in 
preposals received when such rejection 
or waiver is in the interest of the United 
States. If more than one proposal be 
offered by any one party, by, or in the 
name of his or their clerk, partner, agent, 
or other person, all such proposals may 
be rejected- Prospective bidders may 
view the property by appointment on) 
by calling Executive 4909, Branch 2727. 
nd py oe a jetter to the Com 
jissioner o ublic Buildings, W - 
ton 25. De dings, Washing 
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hours and 40 minutes—a trifle too 
long. This can be shortened by 
tightening the second act by about 
10 minutes without hurting the pro- 


duction’s hit calibre. Stan. 
Mikado and Pirates of 
Penzance 


Philadelphia, June 13. 

“Most promising American com- 
pany devoted to presentation of the 
Gilbert and Sullivan operas since 
Winthrop Ames’ group back in the 
'20’s,”" was the general consensus 
of opinion both by crix and patrons 
concerning the newly-formed S. M. 
Shertok Gilbert and Sullivan Oper- 
etta Co., which played last week 
at the Academy of Music after a 
couple of breakin performances in 
Atlantic City. 

Booking came as a last-minute 
svrprise and the reviewers all went 
to town on qualifications of new 
group. “The Mikado” was offered 
for four performances starting 
Monday night (7) and “The Pirates 
of Penzance” four starting Thurs- 
day (10). 

Shertok, who made his debut in 
the theatrical game with the late 
Milton Aborn, obviously knows his 
way around with the Savoy classics. 
He directed these productions him- 
self and did a corking job. There is 
no fiagrant tampering with the 
original and no spurious “gagging” 
of situations and lines, but on the 
other hand there is no stiffness or 
stuffiness about the proceedings. 

Ralph Riggs gives a topnotch 


Mikado” but isn’t quite as happy 
as the Major-General. Robert 
Eckles, another familiar face, 
scores nicely both as Pooh-Bah and 
the Sergeant of Police. Outstand- 
ing is Morton Bowe, who has ap- 
peared in Shubert G&S revivals, 
and now registers very solidly in 
the tenor roles of Nanki-Pooh and 
Frederick. 

The soprano, Kathleen Roche, 
has also been seen in G&S operas 
before, and is a capital Yum-Yum 
and an even better Mabel. Helen 
Wagner impresses as a youngster 
with plenty of talent and charm. 
Lewis Pierre is a serviceable bari- 
tone, but the weak link, as of now, 
is Helen Whitfield, the contralto. 
Another newcomer, Gean Green- 
well, who sings the Mikado and 
the Pirate King, clicks strongly. 

Another asset of the new com- 
pany is the presence in the pit of 
an able conductor, Lehman Engel, 
who obviously knows his Savoy 
opera scores. Brand new settings, 
designed by Ralph Alswang, and 
not along time-worn patterns, are 
also a highlight. Second act set for 
“The Pirates” is outstanding. Peggy 
Morrison’s costume designs are ex- 
cellent, too, especially in “The 
Mikado.” 

The choruses, both male and fe- 
male, always so important in these 
G&S revivals, are vocally note- 
worthy. Fact remains that here, 
with a couple of possible excep- 
tions, is an American G&S com- 
pany worthy to be ranked with 
William Brady’s famous group, the 
Ames outfit and the Milton Aborn 
company that included Danforth, 
the Waterouses, Vivian Hart, Vera 
Ross, Frank Moulan and Howard 








performance as Ko-Ko in ‘The | Marsh. Waters. 
Travellers Joy convicted of murder. Her con- 


London, June 3. 


H. M. Tennent, Ltd., presentation of 
farce-eomedy in three acts by Arthur 
Macrae. Directed by Richard Bird. At Cri- 
terion, London, June 2, ‘48. 

SU MMNEEE: Gass coop tewece aga Arthur Macrae 
Mrs. Beatrice Pelham...... Yvonne Arnaud 
Nicholas Rafferty..........:. Derek Aylward 
Reggie Pelham.............. Charles Victor 
TRAP. ich edsceseeacsccegeud Billie Hill 
Oe . Teer Helen Chrisiie 
BOE: TROON. « ivsecccecese Archibald Batty 
Sydney Fowler........0..-4 Alexander Gauge 
PRUs 0 865 40.060 60s Os eeErnee veseke Dora Bryan 
et,” Gh rae+ + onnteeseepskes Ernst Ulman 





A brisk, topical farcical comedy 
that’s one long laugh from curtain- 
rise, and the best vehicle Yvonne 
Arnaud has had for many years. 
Both topical and typical of present- 
day problems for the harassed 
Britisher abroad, its appeal may, 
for this very reason, be restricted 
to its present sphere. 

A weaithy business woman, hav- 
ing used up all her resources lim- 
ited by government decree to 
British people going out of the 
country, is at her wits end to pay 
her hotel commitments. She and 
her male secretary are reduced to 
sharing a single cup of coffee, cig- 
arette, even toast from another 
person’s breakfast tray. They oc- 
cupy an expensive suite in one of 
the best hotels in Stockholm and 
exert their ingenuity to allay the 
pangs of hunger and avoid the sus- 
picious manageress. _. 

Complications, and solution, 
arise from her ex-husband, also in 
the city in the same purse-bound 
situation, 

Miss Arnaud is a delight in this 
made-to-measure role and _ she 
handles the gay, scintillating dialog 
with all her Gallic verve and charm. 
Supporting cast is excellent and 
direction capably” handled by 
Richard Bird. Clem. 


The Giaconda Smile 
London, June 4. 


Jack de Leon presentation of drama by 
Aldous Huxley in three acts, adapted from 
his shortstay. Directed by Peter Glen- 
ville. At New theatre, London, June 3, ’48. 
Blemry  FIUttom. . osccca sags os sans Clive Brook 
MUMOL, DOMED: Sc cccvcccccrece Pamela Brown 


Nurse Braddock...... eosieseinss Marie Ney 
Dearie: BEGAG, 200s conics dieeses Brenda Bruce 
et OTE cckdasattebsuseos Noel Howlett 
General Spence...cocccceces: Gordon McLeod 
i eee chet co cbbecnsass Pamela White 


DEBUG. osc a sou ts eheecslsers Elizabeth Villars 





A gripping play skillfully 
adapted by Aldous Huxley from 
his short story will attract Huxley 
readers, Clive Brook fans and 
lovers of the macabre. Transferred 
to the screen it could chill many 
more spines. Play has even chance 
to succeed.. 


A cultured spinster, having de- 
voted her youth to an invalid 
father, finds a soul m in a 
wealthy neighbor, whose has 
been bedridden following an acci- 
dent. Unknown to her, he has 
seduced a girl half his age whom 
he secretly marries, a few weeks 
after his wife's sudden death, be- 
cause of her coming child. The 
frustrated woman, who has 
poisoned the first wife to get her 
man, cunningly hints at the oppor- 
tune removal of this obstacle to the 
husband's indecently quick re- 





fession saves him. 

Clive Brook gives a satisfying 
portrait of the man paying too 
heavily for his sins. Pamela Brown 
revels in the personality of the 
sinister schemer and Brenda Bruce 
is touchingly appealing as_ the 
young girl facing disillusion, 
widowhood and motherhood. Marie 
Ney turns in a sterling characteriza- 
tion of the man-hating nurse and 
Noel Howlett exudes quiet con- 
fidence as the medico. Play owes 
much to the able direction of Peter 
Glenville. Clem. 


Point to Point 
London, June 10. 


Peter Daubeny presentation of comedy tn 
three acts by Geoffrey Bevan. Directed by 
Chloe Gibson, At St. Martin's, London, 
June 9, ’48. m 
ae Pe aa ry Pe er eee Aubrey Dexter 
ODDO. «cA. s ovSebena nse te James Ottaway 
John Gainsford............. Nvelyn Roberts 
Helen Gainsford............ Adrienne Allen 
Diana Cragge............ Jacqueline Squire 
Lady Savah Belloc.........Agnes Lauchlan 
i Ms hk bhp at bdae bees Ronald Ward 
i A ea ey eee pearree Stanley Rose 





A purely British comedy from a 
new author, with a huntin’ and 


shootin’ background; unlikely to 
appeal beyond these _ confines. 
Show lasted three days. 

A sporting squire is trying to 
acelimatize his bride, a young 
widow he met in the south of 
France, to the chilly discomforts 
of his ancestral home. The French 
police notify the squire he is not 
really married, as the minister 
who conducted the ceremony was 
a phoney. A_manservant, her 
+ he husband, complicates mat- 
ers. 


Show isn’t speedy enough for 
farce and too improbable to be 
taken seriously. Acting helps 
greatly. Adrienne Allen as the 


wife, Agnes Lauchlan as a worldly 
wise widow and Jacqueline Squire 
as a horsey youngster, are best. 
Stanley Rose turns in a gem of a 
cameo as a black market builder, 
while Evelyn Roberts is too mature 
for the bridegroom. Clem. 














SAG Notice 


Continued from page 2 


ducers with whom the SAG con- 
tract expires at midnight, July 31. 
Ten-year contract between the 
Screen Actors Guild and the Art- 
ists Managers Guild has been ex- 
tended until Jan. 1, 1949. 

Pact was to have expired Sept. 
18 of this year but extension agree- 
ment was reached to permit actors 
to concentrate on working out new 
deals with producers with whom 
present interim deals expire 
July 31. 

In making joint announcement 
of extension, John Dales, Jr., and 
Adrian MeCalman,-executive secre- 
taries of SAG and AMG, respec- 
tively, state that “if and when ac- 
tors are successful in negotiating 
a new pact with producers, nego- 
tiations will start immediately be- 





marriage, and he is arrested and 


t- ‘een SAG and the agents.” 


oe a 








— 





of town. 


” 


maybe the word is ‘may’ 


“IT hope not, Mor.” 


and the like. 


of everything, don’t you?” 


thinking. 


Scully’s Scrapbook 


—— Continued from page 2 








Negroes, including the cutest little pickaninny. We had 
“peer or omhher. I told them how you had changed ‘Mammy’s 
Little Alabama Coon’ to ‘Pappy’s Little California Prune’ as your con- 
tribwion to racial tolerance. They all agreed you were amusing. 

“On they did, eh? Well, did it occur to you we might have been 
thrown off the hill for that hospitality? Why Indians can’t live on that 
hill and they were here before Leif Erickson. ; 

Mor regretted very much if sie almost caused our getting run out 


“But it’s okay now,” I assured her, “because the U. S. Supreme Court 
nas ruled that anybody can now live where anybody else can live. Or 


Mor’s Three-Way Skol 
“Does that mean that Ann Brown and her husband won't have any 
trouble if they come here as man and wife?’ 


“Good.” said Mor. “Skol. Let’s drink to their health and happiness, © 
and the health and happiness of all God’s children everywhere.” 

But I had no idea we were going to drink it in old-fashioneds, vin 
ordinaire at the prix extraordinaire of $8 a bottle, three-star brandies 


“You want to know something,” Mor confided. “The reason I'm tak- 
ing a freighter from New York to Oslo is because it carriés only12_, 
passengers. That way I’m sure to have a seat at the captain's table!”~ 

“Suppose he’s a Liberian commodore and chews gum? I said. 

She laughed and sipped her brandy. “You American humorists think 


I eduldn’t answer that one. By then the brandy had put me beyond 








Literati 








Hal Dawson of Dell Publications 
gandering Hollywood. 

Collier’s has bought a three-part 
article on Billie Burke from Cam- 
eron Shipp. 

John Maynard in Hollywood for 
a month to ogle film notables for 
King Features. 

Pianist Victor I. Seroff in Europe 
collecting data for biog of Sergei 
Rachmaninoff. 

Ed Booher, McGraw-Hill Book 
company executive, gandering pro- 
duction at Metro. . 

Title of Billy Rose’s forthcoming 
book has been changed to “Wine, 
Women and Words.” 


Lewis Nichols has authored an 
article on summer theatres for the 
July issue of Holiday. 

John Maynard in Hollywood 
rounding up interviews for the 
N. Y.. Journal-American. 

Joe Weston is writing the final 
chapter of his book, “Everything 
Happened to Me,” the tale of a 
flack. 

Edward Thompson turning over 
half his author’s royalties on “A 
Seed In Spring” to CARE and 
Haganah. ‘ 


“Complete Guide to American 
Colleges and Universities,” by 
Clarence E. Lovejoy, to be issued 
by Simon & Schuster June 21. 


Emory Wister, drama editor of 
the Charlotte News, gandered the 
Republic lot and wound up with a 
bit role in “Grand Canyon Trail.” 

Life mag is printing 10 full 

pages of color shots on Sierra Pic- 
tures’ Ingrid Bergman starrer, 
“Joan of Arc,” in a forthcoming 
edition. 
Grace_ Fischler, former Holly- 
wood editor of Esquire and Coro- 
net, is the new editor of Movie 
Stars Parade, succeeding Pat 
Murphy. 

Bennett Cerf’s new collection of 
anecdotes, “Shake Well Before 
Using,” with illustrations by Carl 
Rose, to be published by Simon & 
Schuster in November. 


Jack Weeks, onetime executive 
officer for Yank, the Army Weekly, 
and more recently with the Curtis 
publications’ Magazine X, is now 
managing editor of the New Re- 
public. 


Censorship of comic books de- 
voted to bloodship and crime was 
proposed in the Chicago City 
Council. Measure, if passed, would 
prohibit the sale of those nixed as 
harmful. 


Leroy Keller named _ general 
seles manager of United Press, 
succeeding Jack Bisco, recently ap- 
pointed general business manager. 
Keller will continue to direct UP’s 
television activities. 


Frank Gruber received an an- 
nual report from Rinehart & Co. 
showing that his Johnny Fletcher 
novels have sold 7,000,000 copies 
in varjous editions since 1940, with 
contracts. for 2,000,000 more in the 
next year. 


_ Theatre Arts mag will celebrate 
its 25th anni with a special August- 
September edition featuring the 
fulllength text of Edward Arling- 
ton Robinson’s translation’ of 
“Medea.” Issue will be the third 
since Alexander Ince took over the 
mag with Charles Macarthur as 
editor. 

Idea which 20th-Fox nixed for 
a sequel to his “Foxes of Harrow” 
was turned by writer Frank Yerby 
into a two-part serial for Cosmo- 
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politan. Studio asked the author 
for an outline of a possible follow- 
up to his best-seller, which it 
filmed, but changed its mind after 
paying him for the option. Helen 
Strauss, of the William Morris of- 
fice, agented. 


Des Moines’ KNT Closes 


After a Record Season 


Des Moines, June 15. 
KRNT Radio Theatre has closed 





its doors for the summer after a “> 


successful season which topped 
the ’46-47 run, former record- 
breaker in the theatre's history. 

Thirty legitimate attractions 
were booked in for 57 perform- 
ances — seven musical for 27 ap- 
pearances; eight plays with all but 
one for. a one-night stand; 11 con- 
certs for 13 performances, and 
four popular bands for eight per- 
formances. Season previous the 
theatre played 32 attractions for 
42 appearanees. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” starring 
Mary Martin, topped all attrac- 
tions. 





FINGER LAKES FESTIVAL 


Finger Lakes Drama Festival, 
which conducted a 10-week season 
at the Little Theatre of Ithaca Col- 
lege, Ithaca, N. Y., last summer, 
and which will operate again this 
year, has been incorporated with 
capital stock of $15,000, $75 par 
value ... The Gretna Playhouse, 


Mt. Gretna, Pa., teed off its fourth 
postwar strawhat season with Moss 
Hart-George S. Kaufman comedy, 
“You Can’t Take It With You.” 








‘s ‘i 
passe sgeber ... join Amer- 
ica'’s most unique acti company, 
directed by.. " 7” 
MADGE SKELLY 

Director Theatre Workshop, Temple Univer- 
sity i» her, director, playwright). 
Summer in cool, colorful Aspen, Colo- 
rado, ideal community in the heart 
of the Rockies, where 





Learn by acting, gain valuable ex- 
perience, perfect your abilities. Leads 
to professional engagements. .Costs 
Jess than most vacations. Limited 
enroliment. Request brochure today. 
Managing Director 
THE ASPEN PLAYERS 
Wheeler Opera House 
Aspen, Colorado 




















FOR MEN ONLY 
TOUPEES—MAKEUP 


Theatre-Screen-Television 
Makeup Advice 
Hair Dyes 
Permanent Waves 
van der LINDEN & DANTE 
Hotel Belvedere 


319 W. 49th St., New York 
Room 206 = Tel.: Ci 6-9100 
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Fewer Shows Upping Take in Chi: 
‘Shoes’ 386, ‘Boat’ 24G, ‘Mary 186 


Chicago, June 15. 

With legit attractions narrowed | 
down to three, business at all the- | 
atres took an upswing and mail or- 
ders are ahead of last 
Conventions hit town this week and 
in several cases houses have been 
sold out to the visiting firemen. 

“High Button Shoes” is still capac- 
jiy. with mail orders now 
taken for a month in advance. 

Besides “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
returning in three weeks, at the| 
Shubert, only other attraction 
scheduled before fall is “For Love | 
or Money,” 
June 22. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“High Button Shoes,” Great 
Northern (4th wk) (1,500; $6.18). | 
Show is soldout weeks ahead.- Ca- 
pacity take, $38,000. 

“John Loves Mary,” Harris (18th 
wk) (1,000; $3.71). Swung back into 
the b.o. win list again. Excellent 
$18,000. 

“Show Boat,” Shubert (15th wk) 
(2.100: $4.94). Virtually held its 
own; $24,000. 





Chi Auditorium Tenant 
Likelier With New 2776 


Tax Settlement Offer 


Chicago, June 15. 

Auditorium theatre, vacant for) 
the past 15 years, moved closer to 
olauladad a tenant when Roosevelt | 
College, purchaser of the house, 
offered to settle past tax delin- 
quency last week. College offered 
to pay $277,698 for settlement of 
$898,700 lien. Under usual pro- 
cedure, county board will instruct 
the state’s attorney to offer prop- 
erty for sale at not less than bid | 
made by the school. 

Several syndicates, including the 


Shuberts, are interested in leasing | 


the theatre. Certain civic groups 
zxre interested in a similar project 
to New York’s City Center. 
drawback is the cost of remodeling, 
estimated to be more than $200,000, | 
—— an air-conditioning unit. 

College has indicated that it will | 
not use the house, but will lease 
it. However, it will not do any 
extensive work on the house, let- | 
ting the tenant do what he wishes. | 


‘Syne’ 606 in 11, St. Loo; 
‘Venus’ 36 Opening Night 


St. Louis, June 15. 

“Venus in Silk,” Robert Stolz’ 
musical which preemed here under 
the tag of “The Beloved Rogue” in | 
1935, is the current and second of- | 
fering of the Municipal Theatre 
Assn. in the alfresco playhouse in 
Forest Park. Despite humid 
weather and a shower before cur- 
tain time the piece, teeing off for) 
a seven night run Monday (14), 
drew 8,650. Gross was approxi- | 
mately $3,000. The piece was 
adapted by Laurence Schwab and. 
Lester O’Keefe, former St. Louisan, 
from the German language version | 





by Alfred Grunwald and Ludwig |§ 


Herzer. 
Frances Greer, Metopera_ so-| 
prano in her initial local bow, 


shares warbling honors with Ed-| 
ward Roeker and Alexander Gray. | 
Comedy roles played by Bobby. 
Sarvis and Edwin Steffe click. New . 


terping routines are capably han- | 


died by Betty Ann Nyman, Dick 
Humphrey and Howard Malone. 
Paul Haakon and Moussia Larkina | 
register with dancing specialties. 

The l11- night stand of “Auld 
Lang Syne,” 
wound up Sunday (13). One per- 
formance was washed off the 
boards by rain. Despite a yes and 
no verdict from crix the piece 
drew 85,000 payees for an esti- 
mated gross of $60,000. 


Habimah Goes Strawhat 


The Habimah players, 





hit the borscht belt strawhat trail 
with two performances of 


singer Playhouse, Ferndale, N. Y. 


Play will be given June 20 and | 
24 during a 10-day vacation which | | 


the 27 members of the company | 
are spending at the resort. 


A new strawhat, eniedaed by 
Thomas H. Eldershaw, will open its | 





summer. 


being | 


Main | 


world-preemed here, | 


Palestin- | 
ian troupe which recently ended a | 
six-week run on Broadway, have | 


“The | 
Dybbuk” scheduled at the Gros- | 


4 
- 





‘Detroit Takes To ‘Mother’; | 


Detroit, June 15. | 
Town went all out mg “Life | ¢ 
With Mother’ when egg 
|preemed at the Cass Tue sday 
and the three daily rr 
critics were unanimous in their 
| prediction of a new Broadway | 
hit. Originally slated to open on! 
Monday (7) it was delayed one | 


‘Okla!’ 466, Boston 
Boston, June 15. 


ub legit season is on its last | 
Et with the lull before strawhat | 


openings being brightened by the, 


vw? 


{third visit of “Oklahoma! It’s | 


| Seine capacity biz at the = spa- | 


Show Grosses 196 in 7 


| day to give show and cast an ex- | 


| tra run-through. So for the seventh | 


| was a very Satisfying $19,000. 


Shubert-Lafayette turns on the | better business. 
weeks of |climate, and first insurge of visit- 


| 


| Palmas with one eye on Broadway. 


\lights June 20, after 
darkness, when Elizabeth Be rgner 
‘opens the first of a 10-week series 
/with * ‘Escape Me Never.” 


| 


171 EQUITY MEMBERS 








Annual - Equity 


meeting last | 
| week revealed that 


171 members 


| died during the past fiscal year.|monic Aud (2d wk) (2,676; $4.20). 
| Swell $46,000. 


Arthur 
| (1,636; $4.20). 


: These were: 


Norman Ainsley, George Ali, 
| alien, Vivian Allen, Adrienne Ames, 
| Dan ‘Anderson, Ted Armond, Warren 


| Ashe, Lorena Atwood, Stuart Baird, Lee 
| Baker, Chester Barnett, Jeanne Bar- 
rien, Louise Beaudet, Cosmo Kyrle 
Bellew, Glen LeRoy Beveridge, Mary 
Blair, -Betty Blossom, Olive Borden, 
{Harry C. Bradley, Lionel Braham, Nel- 
lie Brewster, Edward Broadley. Har- 
| rison Brockbank, Herbert S. Burns, 
Bush Burrichter, Charles Burrows, Ray 
Bush, 

| Also, Donald Campbell, Pete Canova, 
Harry Carey, Wm. P. Carleton, Stuart 
| Cas sey, Jean Cassell, Guy Caufman, Ar- 
John J. 
H. 





| thur Chatterdon, Phyllis Clare, 
|Clark, Frederic Clayton, Dudley 


|Clements, Jefferson Coates, J. Sayre 
beg Lizzie Light Cubitt, Charlotte 
Wade Daniel, Edward Darnay, William 


Beatman Davidson, Harold DeBecker, 
| George Delmore, Thomas J. Dempsey, 
| Dudley Digges. Paul Dorn, Albert 
| Downing, Minnie Dupree, Bert Durand, 
|}Daisy Evans, Paul Everton, Ragnar 
Ewert. James Farley. R. J. Feagin, Wal- 
ter Fenner, 
H. Fleming, Kenneth Fleming, Edwin 
Forsberg, Mary Frey, Will Fyffe. 
Rose Gaylor, John Gerard, 
Helen Gilmore, Lucile Webster Glea- 
son, 
ham, Edwin Gramercy, Glorian Gray, 
| Alec Guin, Floyd A. Haas, James P. 
|Hagan, John Halliday, John Terry 
|Hampshire, Aliee Fischer Harcourt, 
Annie Hart, Alfred Hewston, Ernest 
Hilliard, Harry Holman, Robert E. 
| Homans, Charlie Howard, Forrest Huff, 
| Cecil Humphreys, Mildred M. Huntley, 
Brandon Hurst, John Ince, Elmer 
| Jerome. 
Leslie King. Manart Kippen, Roselle 
Knott, Henry Kolker, Roy LaRue, Earle 
Larrimore, William E. Lawrence, Char- 
| lotte Learn, Jack H. Lee, George 
Leguere, Robert Leonard, Sidney M. 
Leonard, George A. Lessey, Theodore 
| Lorch, Thomas Louden, Agnes Lum- 
bard, E. J. McCormick, J. Nelson Mc- 
Dowell, Florence Mack, John Mackin- 
non, Francis Mahoney, E. R. Manley, 
Ann Mason, Bennett 


| Eugene Martinet, 

Mercer, Frank Mesurac, Victoria 
| Montgomery, Charles H. Morrell, Mal 
| Murray, Horace Newman, Hale Nor- 
leross, Karyl Norman, J. C. Nugent, 
Wayne Nunn. 
| Tom O’Brien, Dan O'Neil, Harry E. 
O'Neil, Rochard Ogden, Eleanor 
| Painter, Lucy Lovell Parker, Dorothy 


ic. Paul. Harry Plimmer, Tom K. Post, 
|! Arthur Rankin, Edwin Redding, Betsy 
| Reed, Joe Reilly, Lt. Gitz Rice, James 
J. Rice. Ben H. Roberts, Robert Rob- 
son, Sam Sidman, Charles J. Sindlar, 
|G. Winfield Smith, Hugh Sothern. Bess 
| Stafford, Karl Stall, W. Edward 
Stirlir 
is, Richard Tauber, Marie Taylor, 
| Somes C. Templeton, A. E. Thomas, 
|Sam Thomas, John Matthews Trough- | 
‘ton. Mabei Van Buran, Frank Verigun, 
| Valodia Vestoff, Fritzie Von Busing, 
erbert Waterous, Alfred A. Webster, 
Mason B. Wellington, Conway Wing- 
field, Charles Withers, Allen Wood, 
Eugenie Woodward, John Wynne, Mary 
EB. ¥ 


Joan Roberts Cuts Dates 


oung. 





Pittsburgh, June 15. 
Although set for several outdoor 
operettas this summer in a number 
of cities, Joan Roberts has can- 
celed all of them, playing only lead 
‘here in “Show Boat,” which closed 
Saturday (12), so she can begin re- | 
| hearsals immediately for Nanette | 
Fabray’s role in 
Shoes.” 


“High Button 


due at the Selwyn, | Performances the take at the b.o. 


ey Opera House. 

In its second week it did sock 
| biz for a sensational $46,000. It’s} 
| reali the fourth time the Rodgers | 
and Hammerstein musical played 
here, including the tryout date. 
| 





‘Marietta 466 
‘Okla!’ 286, LA. 


Los Angeles, June 15. 
Legit biz bounced back last week jr 


|with all holdover houses reporting 


DIED IN PAST YEAR =: 


Lilian Fitzgerald, Charles | 


2th wk) (1,142; $2.40). Bounced 
| up to slightly above normal 
$17,000. 

“Naughty Marietta,” Philhar- 


WEATHER TOUGH ON PITT 





Onset of summer | 


ing tourists, didn’t hurt at all. 


Sole newcomer this frame is 
|“‘Lend an Ear,’ new musical which 
precms tomorrow (16) at Las 


Estimates for Last Week 
Biackout of 1948,” El Capitan 





Biltmore (5th wk) | 
Again drew a good- 


“Oklahoma!” 


ly $28,000. 

“Separate Rooms,” New Beaux 
Arts (4th wk) (560; $3). Spurted up 
to $4,500. 

“The Adding Machine,” Coro- | 
net (Ist wk) (255: $3). First five 
days (‘opened Tuesday) registered 
an okay $2,000 considering Little 
Theatre outfit. the Circle Players, 
has been running several weeks at 
its own house before trying show 
out here. 








‘BOAT’; $57,500 IN 7 


Pittsburgh, June 15. 
Opening of the summer opera 


tseason at Pitt Stadium got a tough 


i break from the weathermen, two | 
Stella | 


Lloyd T. Gould, Frederick Gra- | 





¢, Grace Studiford, Edwin Stur- | 


| 


‘ Frisco (14-26). 
For ‘Shoes’ Replacement ‘Si ckoute of 1948”—El Capi- 


| 
} 


| Royal Alex., Tor. (17-26). 


of the nine performances of “Show | 


| Boat” being rained out. That in- 
'cluded the final night, Saturday | 
(12), too, when place had been ai- | 


most entirely sold. As it was, in| 
seven showings “Boat” did $57,- | 
500, and would have gone pretty 
close to $75,000 had it been able 
to complete full week and a half 
schedule. 

Stadium is sealed this season to 
$3.25 top, which includes federal 
and city taxes. This week’s attrac- 
tion is “Bloomer Girl,” with Joan 
McCracken, Mabel Taliaferro and 
Matt Briggs from original cast and 
also featuring Dick Smart, Mar- 
guerite Piazza and Olive Reeves- 
Smith. 


‘Harvey’ 276, D. C. 


Washington, June 15. 
National theatre is ending its | 
days as a legit house’ in a blaze of | 
b.o. glory. “Harvey,” with Frank 
Fay, chalked up a sock $27,000 in 
its fourth stanza here. j 
Tickets are being sold through 
June 26, with chance of show Stay- 
ing on beyond that. House is 
skedded to close Aug. 1 in prepa- | 
ration for switch to films. 


Current Road Shows 


(June 14-26) 
“Anna Luecasta”—-Erie, Schenec- 
tady (14-15); Avon, Utica (16): 


“Annie Get Your Gun”—Aud., 





=—_' 














tan, L. A. (14-26). 
“Burlesque” — Shubert, Bost. 


| (14-19). 


' 


| 


Miss Roberts steps into cast of | 


Broadway musical, 
vers, at end of this month when 
Miss Fabray retires for a month’s 
| vacation before beginning prepara- 


Jay Lerner show, “Love-Life.” 


King Kudoses Cochran 


Lendon, June 15. 





dae was made a Knight Bachelor 


of the British Empire in King 
‘George VI's birthday honors list 


season June 30 in the East Durham | | published last week. 


Playhouse (Catskill Val Grange 
Hall. ~ 


theatre for 57 years. 


with Phil Sil- | 


‘ 


| 


tions for the new Kurt Weill-Alan | 


“Carousel”-—Aud., St. Paul (14 


19): Met, Seattle (21-26). 
“Harvey”—Nat'l, Wash. (14-26). 
“High Button Shoes” -— Gt. 


| Northern, Chi. (14-26). 

“John Loves Mary’’—Harris, Chi. 
(14-26). 

“Lady Windermere’s Fan” 
Geary. Frisco (14-26). 

“Life with Mother’’—Cass, Det. 
(14-19). 

“Naughty Marietta” — Philhar- 
monic, L. A. (14-19). 

“Oklahema!"’—Opera Hse., Bost. 
(14-26). 

“Oklahoma!” — Biltmore. L. A. 
(14-19); Aud., Pasadena ‘21-26). 

“Private Lives”—Curran, Frisco 


, (14-26). } 


| ©. B. Cochran, vet legit produ- | 


“Show Boat” — Shubert, Chi. | continue 


(14-26). 


Producer has been active in the K. C. 


“Sweethearts” — Philharmonic, 
A. (21-26). 
“Winslow Bey” 


(14-19); 


L. 


Biltmore, A. | 


‘ (21-26). 


| inclement, 


| perked enough to indicate better 
| summer 


| wk) 


,timated at nearly $14,000. 
Lyceum (1234 | 
| wk) (C-993; $4.80). 


‘| most solid of musical hits continues 


wk) (R-1,670; 


/(13th wk) 
of the 
with fair chance to span summer; | 


) phi (19th wk) (R-1,434; $4.80). 
\ting excellent money though under 


‘strong 


| 1,505; $4.80). 
— Music Hall, and a half: musical disappointment. 
L. “Str Bedicliows,” 


B way Biz Continues Its Upbeat; 


‘Annie’ 416, ‘Allegro’ 33G, ‘Rainbow’ 
29G, Ballads’ Up, 146; ‘Sleepy Out 


Business along Broadway was 
better last week, weather, mostly | 
being the principal fac- | 


| tor. Managers were optimistic that | 
fewer shows would close in the | 
immediate future than had been 
estimated. Several attractions 
slated as possible withdrawals 





holdover chances. Two | 
more shows are definitely winding | 
up Saturday (19) and while no 
legiters will open this or next | 
month, the new skating revue, 
‘Howdy, Mr. Ice,” will relight the 
Rockefeller Center June 24. 

“Ballet Ballads’ further’ im- 
proved and novelty, which started 
experimentally, will stay indefi- 
nitely instead of winding up this 
week as announced. Closing are 
“Man and Superman” and “For 
Love or Money,” “The Insect Com- 
edy” finaled the repertory season 
at the City Center. “Sleepy Hol- 
low” was a casualty, leaving the 
list-leading “Inside U.S.A.” the 
only one of spring’s quartette of 
musicals to survive. “Annie Get 
Your Gun” jumped and so did 
“Allegro.” 7 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“Allegre,” Majestic (35th wk) 
(M-1,695; $6). Improved materially 
last week and now appears to have 
good chance to play through sum- 
mer; gross approached $33,000. 

“Angel in the Wings,” Coronet 
(27th wk) ‘(R-998; $4.80). Among 
the musicals that picked up to 
some degree and last weck’s tak- 
ings were around $18,000. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(109th wk) (M-1,472; $6.60). Still 
regarded as the best musical show 
in town and is sure to go well into 
fall period; up 4G to $41,000. 

“Ballet Ballads,” Music Box (4th | 
(M-977; $4.80). 
about $2,000 and “last two weeks” 
were dropped out of daily ads; es- 


“Born Yesterday,” 
Still commands 
profitable boxoffice business and 
expected to run through another 
summer; $13,000. 

“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (66th wk) 
(M-1,628;: $4.80). Like other fa- 
vored run musicals attendanee was 
somewhat better and the takings 
were quoted around $27,000. 

“Command ODeeision,” Fulton 
(26th wk) (D-968; $4.80). Went up 
to around $18.000 strengthening 
chances to play into fall period; 
one-set _ war play continuously 
profitable. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street 
(74th wk) (M-1,319; $4.80). Im- 
proved more than some other run 
musicals, changes in leads evident- 
ly helping rather than hurting box- 
office; $29,000. 

“For Love or Money,’ Miller (C- 
940; $4.20). Final and 33rd week: 
cast change here may have affected 
draw; around $7,500, but has been 


'money maker; goes to Chicago 
| next week. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (190th wk) 
(C-962; $4.20). Advance sale for 


exceptional run click; with James 
Dunn playing lead, business im- 
| proved last week to around $11,500. 

“High Button Shoes,” Shubert 
(26th wk) (M-1.387; $6). One of the 


to sell out and play to standees all 
performances; nearly $38,000. 
“Inside U. S. A.,.” Century (6th 
$6). Broadway's top 
grosser bas standees all times and 


Picked up | 


own and on summer operating basis 
can go along profitably both ways; 
again rated around $12,500. 


“Streetcar Named _ . Desire,” 
|Barrymore (28th wk) (D-1,064; 
$4.80). Strongest drama in many 


seasons hasn't had an empty seat 
since opening and there are stand- 


“The UHeiress,”’’ Biltmore (37th 
wk) (D-920; $4.20). Slightly im- 
proved over previous week and en- 
gagement scheduled ——— Labor 
Day; quoted around $17,000 

“The Respectful Prostitute” and 
“The Happy Journey,” Cort (13th 
wk) (C-1,064; $4.20). Short plays 
have prospered, the draw being the 
first-named, but dipped last week; 
$11,500 indicated. 

Revivals 

“Man and Superman,” Hudson 
(CD-1,057; $4.80). Final and 37th 
week; longest Broadway engage- 
ment of any Shavian revival; rated 
over $17,000. 

“The insect Comedy,” City Cen- 
ter. Closed as expected Sunday 
(13); repertery season spanned six 
weeks. 

“The Play’s the Thing,” Booth 
(7th wk) (CD-712; $4.80). Has settled 
down for an indicated stay; takings 
around $15,500 last week kept it 
among best straight play draws. 


lees always; $27,500. 





NEIGHBORHOOD 
“Burlesque,” Flatbush, Brook- 
lyn. There was some doubt about 
resuming the ‘‘subway circuit” this 
summer but it relighted Tuesday 
(15). Windsor, Bronx, to get the 
same show next week. 





Annie’ $67,300, 


‘Lives 246, Fri 
San Francisco, June 15. 
Rudy Vallee stepped into “Har- 
vey” for its final and fourth week 
at the Geary and was received 


with only lukewarm reviews. “Har- 
ivey” shuttered Saturday (12) with 


lan $8,500 gross. 


“Annie Get Your Gun” has 


gained momentum at the huge 
Frisco Opera House, so much so 
that it will be held. over for a 


fourth week, until June 26. Joan 
Edward will check into town for 
rehearsals June 21, but won't take 
over until show hits Denver fol- 
lowing run here. Climbed to tre- 
mendous $67,500 in second week. 


“Private Lives,” at the Curran, 
was a fine $24,000. “Lady Winder- 
mere’s.Fan,” with Cornelia Otis 
Skinner, follows “Harvey” into the 
Geary for two weeks, in a return 
engagement. 


Cleve. Hanna in Big Year 
With 6196 in 24 Weeks 


Cleveland, June 15. 

After closing its season recently 
with Bert Lahr in “Burlesque,” the 
Hann’s owners found, upon balanc- 
ing their books, that they had 
grossed a total of approximately 
'$619.000 on 21 shows during a 
_ playing period of 24 weeks. 

That averaged about $26,000 per 
week, according to Milton Krantz, 
house manager, who claimed this 
figure had an edge over all other 








figures to hold that*pace well into 
new season; well over $47,000. 
“Joy te the World,” Plymouth | 
(CD-1,063; $4.80). One. 
moderate grossing shows 


rated over $11,500 last week. 
“Leok, Ma, I’m Dancin,” Adel- 


pace of early months; rated around | 


$25,500. 


“Make Mine Manhattan,” Broad- 
hurst (22d wk) (R-1,166; $6}. Revue | 
in comedy drawing great. 
monev: variance in gross has been | 


‘slight and last week's gross topped 


/ $35,000. | 
| “Me and Molly.” Belasco (16th 
wk) (C-1,077; $4.86). Has made the 


‘grade as moderate money draw but 
dipped to around $9,000 last week. 


“Mister Reberts,” Alvin (17th | 
wk?) (CD-1.357: $4.80). Sold out 
three months in advance and will 
that status for many | 
jmonths to come; 3 

St. James (M- 


“Sleepy Hollow,” 
Taken off after week 


ange 
(22d wk) (C-935; $4.80). Held its 


| torium. Next best was 
Get- | $38,515; 


midwestern legit stands of com- 


| para ble size. 


Top Cleveland grosser was Mary 
'Martin in “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
which raked in $64,000 in eight 
performances when sponsored b 
/'Hanna management at civic audi- 
“Carousel,” 

“Showboat,” $34,449; Kath- 
Cornell in “Antony and 
$27,933; Tallulah Bank- 
‘head in “Private Lives,” $24,447; 
‘Joe E. Brown in “Harvey,” $48,- 
449 in two weeks. First stanza hit 
| $24,230; second, $24,219. 


‘ 


‘Carousel’ 316, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, June 15. 

“Carousel,” winding up the local 
legit season. did a fairly. good $31,- 
000 for six nights and two 
matinees at $4.20 top in the 1,900- 
seat Lyceum. 

There were raves from critics 
and pearens. and p Fane nin 
spet éurlier in season it un- 
doubtedly .would have bed at 
least $10,000 more. nights 
,were capacily. 


arine 
| Cle opatra,” 
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Broadway 


Metro producer Sam Marx in 
from the Coast. 

Dancer Ann Miller due in from 
the Coast this week for a vacation. 

Gary Cooper in from the Coast 
Saturday (12) to vacation on Long 
Island with his family. - 

Louis Cohen, prez of Jimmy 
Durante’s music publishing office, 
east briefly to visit kin. 

I. E. Lopert, prez of Lopert 
Films, returns from a two-month 
European  =junket tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

Habimah Players will do “The 
Dvbbuk” at Grossinger’s, upstate 
resort, June 20 and 24, while guest- 
ing there. 

Bernie Kamber back after a 
couple weeks of Coast huddles with 
his bosses, Benedict Bogeaus and 
Carl Leserman. 

Loew ooker Sid Piermont’s 
apartmenf burglarized Sunday (13) 
i of jewels and movie camera of un- 
‘¢ determined value. 


Gradwell L. Sears, United Artists | 


t prexy, in New York hospital this 
week for a checkup. Expected to 
be out by Friday (18). 

Ken Englund and-Lou Levy ar- 
rived in New York from the Coast 
over the weekend to complete 


Red station in Salzburg celebrated 
its third anniversary. 

Thiersee-Erl and Brixlegg Pas- 
sion Plays in Tyrol postponed until 
1950, due to lack of funds. 

Raoul Heimier, 71, painter died. 
He was last of Beethoven family 
(great-grand-nephew of Ludwig). 

Robert Sto'z operetta, “Two 
Hearts in Three-quarter Time,” 
having successful run in Titania 
Theatre. 

Volkstheatre, managed by Paul 
Barnay, to have its own film studio, 
following lead of Josefstadt Thea- 
tre here. 

Alexander Kowalewsky, 60, who 
received a license for the Stadt 
Theatre a few weeks ago, died 
suddenly. 


by Ernst Neubach. 
Austrian production. 


duce “Dark Victory” by George 
Brewer, Jr., and Bertram Bloch, 
directed by Richard Wegeler. 


duction, to be shown at forthcom- 
ing Venice film festivals, Aug. 11- 


films. 
Julius Aussenberg, representing 
Sir Alexander Korda, here to com- 





plans for a legit musical. 

Actor George Murphy due in 
Philadelphia to serve as a Cali- 
fornia delegate to the Republican 
:? national convention there. 

Al Daff, Universal’s assistant for- 
eign chief, planed to London last 
week on a two-to-three week swing 
through Britain and France. 

Distaff professionals plan forma- 
tion of a club to be called the 
Troupers; there is one such organ- 
ization—the Twelfth Night club. 

Robert L. Ripley, back from a 
foray into the Orient, guest of 
honor at Banshees luncheon Thurs- 
day (17) -at the Waldorf-Astoria. 

Chanteur Charles Trenet was re- 
leased from Ellis Island last week 
after a detention since May 14 on 
charges of “questionable transit.” 
~Louis B. Mayer to be guest of 
honor at a dinner of the amuse- 
ment division of the United Jewish 
rea at Hotel Astor, N. Y., June 
9 


OM et ee 


bile ae ae am reer ie omy 
é 


Gael Sullivan, new executive di- 
rector of Theatre Owners of Amer- 
ica, feted at a Hotel Astor press 
luncheon tendered him by TOA 
yesterday (Tues.). 

Agent Eddie Sherman, who re- 
turned from England this week on 
the Queen Elizabeth, has set up 
— for film production in Italy, 

ngland and India. 

Samuel Schneider, Warner Bros. 
-vice-prexy, heads for London to- 
day (Wed.) for confabs with Max 
Miider and Joseph Hummel, com- 
pany chiefs in London and Paris. 

Mrs. Howard (Gail) Strickling, 
wife of Metro’s studio publicity 
chief, arrived from the Coast Mon- 
day (13) and sails tomorrow (Thurs- 

“* day) aboard the Queen Elizabeth to 
ig join her husband in England. 
i Jean Dalrymple planed to Lon- 
, don, Thursday (10) to catch the 
opening of “Les Mains Sales,” 
Jean-Paul Sartre’s drama _ which 
she plans to produce with Gabriel 
Pascal in New York this fall. 

S. Arthur Glixon, prez of Cinema 
Lodge of B’nai B'rith, producing 
documentary outlining vocational 
guidance work of the organization. 
Glixon, an attorney, has already 

roduced two other briefies for 

‘nai B’rith. 

Earl and Rosemary Wilson were 
slated to return last night (Tues- 
day) after a couple weeks on the 
Coast, where the New York Post 
columnist was gathering yarns. Pair 
stopped in Denver and St. Louis on 
the way back to see editors of client 
papers. 

Joseph Curtis, veepee in charge 
of motion pictures at Weiss & Gel- 
ler, to the Coast over the weekend 
y:. for huddles with execs of Columbia, 
Howard Hughes Productions and 
| Mary Pickford Productions to set 

advertising plans on forthcoming 
; releases. 

Richard F. Walsh, International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees prez, has asked all union 
members to volunteer their serv- 
ices at screenings of “Report for 
Action,” special two-reeler on juve- 
nile delinquency produced by the 
Theatre Owners of America. 
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Vienna 
By Emil Maas 
Composer Paul Siegel, returning 
America. 


to 
“Anna Lucasta” staged at Ren- 
aissance Theatre. 


“Odd Man Out” (Rank) won first 
prize ee Salzburg Festival. 
s Halle Orchestra, under 
_John Barbirolli, touring Austria. 


Leo Heinz Hajek took over 
as chief for MPEA. 


owned Red - White - 


or 





plete negotiations with State 
Opera for series of filmed Mozart 
operas. 

Austria invited to July copy- 


{right conference in Brussels. Will 
|present new proposal to avoid 
|double taxation for authors and 
| composers. 





Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 
Elen Dosia to London for a short 
visit. 
Borrah Minevitch back from a 
quick Germany 0.0. . 


Maurice Chevalier signed for a 
year on Radio Luxembourg. 

Tania Fedor given six months 
for alleged illegal deals in currency. 

Phil Romaine and Terry Brent 
clicking with their ice show at 
Palais de Glace. 

Organist Marcel Dupre leaving 
for an eight months’ tour in U.S. 
and South America. 

Eric von Stroheim to the Riviera. 

Bonnie Cashin, 20th-Fox Holly- 
wood fashion expert, gandering 
coutouriers and picture galleries. 

Hugh Martin signed by the Shu- 
berts to write “Follies” music, and 
giving up the act intended with 
Annabella Ross, who gets a two- 
year contract from Bernard Hilda. 


Tokyo ~ 


Fire almost totally destroyed 
Shin Sekai (New World) Newsreel 
studio, including its film library. 

Dan Lawler, chief of the Docu- 
mentary Film Unit in the Army 
Dept.’s Civil Affairs Division, has 
arrived in Tokyo for two-months’ 
visit. 

Lt. George N. Reinhardt of New 
York, directing the Signal Corps’ 
film coverage of war crimes triais 
in Tokyo, married May 22 here to 
Florence Adams. 

Toho Motion Picture Co., en- 
gaged in dispute with its union for 
six weeks over its mass discharge 
program, announced indefinite 
closing of its main studio, as of 
June 1. 

Daylight saving time, observed 
in Japan this summer for the first 
time, caused Broadcasting Corp. of 
Japan to extend its night broad- 





casting period one _ hour, to 
11:30 p.m. 
Yoshio Osawa, Hollywood- 


trained former president of Toho 
Motion Picture Co., purged early 
in the Occupation, has _ been 
cleared of militaristic charges hy 
the Purge Appeal Board. 


Topping 1947 income list of film 
stars, according to survey by Osaka 
Financial Bureau, is Chikako Mi- 
yagi, Daiei actress, who received 
650,000 yen ($13,000), followed by 
Yukiko Todoroki, Shochiku star, 
who made 350,000 ($7,000). 


Impending Jap visit late in Au- 
gust of Helen Keller has inspired 
the newspaper, Mainichi, Broad- 
casting Corp. of Japan and Educa- 
tion Ministry jointly to sponsor a 
prize contest for the best song lyr- 
ae composed in Miss Keller’s 

onor. 





Westport, Conn. 
cords summering here. 
John C. Wilson will 
by, Serhan 
Horace 7 
from 


By Humphrey Doulens 
Edith Behrens of Columbia Rec- 
Lillian Gish visti Ruth Gor- 

don and Garson Karin. 7 sa 

out new 

comedy Sam and 5 A 

wack aioe "4 

MacMahon come 
Coast to Baro show 
for UN ‘Re Fund 

June 27 at 1 
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“The Trial,” G. W. Pabst pro-| 


tn 





Eric von Stroheim expected here | posite John Mills in Two Cities 
to work on “Red Signal,” directed | §{jmization of H. G. Wells’ “The 
It’s a French-| History of Mr. Polly.” 


Salzburg City Theatre to pro-|three more outer London picture 


| 


| 


i 
| 


26, as one of Austria’s outstanding |8 with “As You Like It,” to run a 


| 
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London 


Albert Hall closed for annual 
overhaul June 26. 

Les Compagnons de la Chanson 
coming to the Casino July 26. 

Peter Haddon took over Hugh 
Dempster’s role in “Carissima,” 
latter off to Hollywood. , 

“Travellers’ Joy” at the Cri- 
terion is first show to revert to 
pre-war opening hour of 8:30. 

“Life ‘With Father” ended a 
year’s run at the Savoy Saturday 
(12), to go on provincial tour. 

Robert Coote, just arrived from 
Hollywood, joins cast of new Syd- 
ney Box Film, “Once Upon a 
Dream.” 

Sally Ann Howes to play op- 


Granada Theatres, Ltd., acquired | 


houses: Regal, Kennington; State, 
Thornton Heath; Broadway, Dept- 
ford. 

Robert Atkins opened his annual 
Shakespearean season at the Open 
Air theatre, Regent’s Park, June 


month. 

Announcement of imminent clos- 
ing of “Mountain Air” at the Com- 
edy put on a spurt at the boxoffice 
and show is now continuing in- 
definitely. 





In spite of the slump which has | 
hit provincial towns as well as| 
London, Martha Raye cleaned Up | 
on her recent visit to Glasgow, do- | 
ing record-breaking business. 

London County Council present- | 
ing a pageant play, “The Story of 
London,” depicting the city’s his- 
tory since Norman tirhes, at the 
Open Air theatre in Finsbury Park 
June 21. 

Sarah Churchill and Norman 
Wooland will costar in the Wessex 
Film production of “All Over the 
Town,” adapted from R. F. Delder- 
field’s stage play. Derek Twist is 
director. 

David Hand, former Disney as- 
sociate, now Rank’s cartoon chief, 
will do a series of animated Eng- 
lish county histories with all the 
local ballads, to be called “Musical 
Paintbox.” 

In addition to the Charles B. 
Cochran kudos in the King’s birth- 
day honors, other stage tributes 
were to Henry B. Phillips, man- 
aging-owner of Carl Rosa Opera 
Co., and Jack Jones, author of 
“Rhondda Roundabout,” both of 


whom become Commanders of the | 


British Empire. ; 
Metropolitan Ballet had enthusi- 
astic welcome at the Scala for 
youthful company presenting “Les 
Sylphides,” “Designs With 
Strings,” “Prince Igor” and a new 
divertissement, “The Lovers Gal- 
lery,” by George Kirsta, with 
music by Lennox Berkeley and 
choregraphy by. Frank Staff. 


Mexico City 
By Douglas L. Grahame 

Michael Soko, WB head, to Hol- 
lywood for a visit. 

Mexico’s “Dr. I. Q.,” Jorge Mar- 
ron, hospitalized by exhaustion. 

Julian Soler, secretary of na- 
tional actors union, planed to 
Spain. 

Max Gomez, long RKO manager 
here until recently, now at the 
local helm for Monogram. 

Maria Tereza Montoya, dramatic 
actress, and troupe back from 
long, profitable tour of South 
America. 

Esperanza Iris, veteran operetta 
comedienne, and husband, Paco 
Sierra, operatic baritone, started 
Mexican road tour. 

When Guillermo Palomar, bari- 
tone of the smash Spanish song- 
dance show, “Cabalgaca,” at the 
Teatro Iris, lost his voice while 
performing, Paco Sierra, Mexican 
grand opera singer, hustled down 
from his apartment in the theatre 
and substituted. 

Two pix, “Nocturno de Amor” 
(“Love’s Nocturne”) ‘Maclovia” 
(“Gertie”), picked by Cinemato- 
graphic Arts and Sciences Acad- 
emy of Mexico and the National 
Cinematographic Commission for 
the Venice film fair. “La Perla” 
(“The Pearl’); made in Mexico by 
RKO, and “Crepusculo” (“Twi- 
= were picked for the Prague 
show. 


~ Buenos Aires 


Beniamino Gigli’s daughter Rina 
here for concert tour. 

Chilean vocal quartet, Los Quin- 
cheros, on Mundo web for York 
perfumes. 

Pianist Claudio Arrau smash 
hit at Gran x Theatre concerts 
and over Mundo web. 

Portugese vocal trio, Hermanas 
Mireilles, on Belgrano web for 
—r and inked for Chilean 

ur. 

Spanish version of “Ha 
Birthday,” with Carmen Gébman: 
at El Nacional Theatre runs into 
100th performance. 

Eduardo Armani, Argentina top 











jazz maestro banned from air- 


Se RRS reo ea es: 


waves by Senora de Peron, lined 
up _ music contract at Goyescas 
nitery. 

Italian singer Alberto Rabagli- 
atti arrived from Europe for Bel- 
grano web broadcasts. Long a 
bestseller on records in Argentine 
market. 

U. S. pianist Byron Janis 
mobbed by autograph hounds after 
Radio Mundo concert, sponsored 
by General Electric, and consider- 
ably bruised. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 

Tiajuana Club has dropped floor 
shows for summer. : 

Murray Arnold’s orch replacing 
Stan Keller at Hotel Cleveland’s 
Bronze Room. 

Frank Sennes, head of Sennes 
Booking agency, getting over 
minor operation. 

Following Benny Field’s one- 
week stand, Sam Borsellino’s Club 
inked Gertrude Niesen. 

Buster West and dancing wife, 
Lucille Page, came in to co-pro- 
duce Alpine Village revue built 
around themselves. 

Bert Unger and Hal Raymond, 
local bandleaders who quit music 
biz, returned to Florida to look 
over business deals. 

Billy Tilton, dance teacher, tied 
up with WEWS to promote tele- 
vised beauty contest for Miss 
America pageant in Atlantie City. 

Cleveland Play House was do- 
nated two acres of land on town’s 








main stem, by two wealthy social- 
ites. Will build a larger, new} 
theatre. 

Griff Davies back from Boston 
University, where he’s taking pub- 
lic’ relations‘ course for master’s 
degree, to handle flack chores for 
Cain Park’s outdoor summer 
theatre. 





Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 
Vaughn Monroe at Auditorium 
for concert June 19. 
Eddie Ruben circuit’s managers 
had convention here. ‘ 
Larry Storch and Clifford Guest 
into Hotel Radisson Flame Room. 
Alvino Rey and Teddy Phillips 
bands at Prom Ballroom for one- 
nighters. 
Charlie Spivak orchestra, with 
Frank Payne and Nancy Bell, at 





Club Carnival. 
“Glass Menagerie,’ with Mary | 
Perry as guest star, opened Old | 
Log strawhatter. 
Art Anderson, Warner branch | 
manager, out of hospital after | 
minor operation. 

Plantation Playhouse, strawhat- 
ter, opens season June 23 with 
“Arsenic and Old Lace.” 

John Branton, Minnesota Amus. 
Co. booker, rushed back to hos- 
pital following relapse after op- 
eration. 

Unable to make satisfactory the- 
atre deal, Charlie Fox of Milwau- 
kee says he’s withdrawing from 
burlesque here after operating 
Alvin for three seasons. 


By Hal Cohen 

George Jaffe okay again after 
serious illness. 

Gladys Omohundro, formerly 
with WPIT, joined staff of KQV. 

Harold Daniels signed to direct 
“Daughter of Ramona” for Film 
Classics. 

Paula Thomas, accordionist with 
Buddy Murphy’s orch, parted with 
her appendix. 

Disk jockey Al Nobel vacation- 
ing in Florida for couple of weeks, 
Joe Mann pinch-hitting. 

Josie Levine, who formerly had 
the Circus Bar in East Liberty, 
took over Club 636 downtown. 

Grace Varik and George Cassidy, 
both of summer opera company, 
celebrated third wedding anni last 
week. 

Vince Barnett flew in from 
Hollywood to help his parents, 
Luke’ Barnetts, celebrate their 
golden wedding. 


By Larry Solloway 


-Jay Jayson and Nancy Donovan 
into Clover Club. Ted and Phyllis 
Rodriguez heid over. 

Mother Kelly’s shuttering this 
week, while Kelly freres vacash, 
after most successful season in 
years. 

Latin tourist influx beginning, 
with hotels and clubs ready to 
toss crying towels and readying for 
black ink. 

Paddock Club reopened with 
show featuring Karole Singer, 
Eddie Barnes, Aurora-Roche Car- 
lyle line and Bob Regent’s orch. 

Sam Barken, who took over 








‘Blackamoor room last winter, has 


rebuilt spot to seat 250 and re- 

named Md Five Pos club. Re- 

opens tomorrow (16) with J. 
My ack 





Hollywood a 


Paul Nathan hospitalized {op 
surgery. 

Doris Day laid up with makeup 
poisoning. 

Norma Shearer recovering from 
minor surgery. 

Paul Holahan’s new film name 
is Paul Hogan. 

Joe Pasternak returned from hig 
Hawaiian vacation. 

Leon Schlesingers 
their 39th wedding anni. ae 

Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz * 
cruising in Mexican waters. 

Bob Hope to Cleveland on com 
bined vacation and p.a. tour. 

Louis B. Mayer hosted Francig 
Cardinal Spellman at Metro. 

Ronald Reagan has _sacroiliae 
trouble after a fall at Warners. 

Herbert J. Yates and James R, 
ee leaving for Europe June 


celebrated 


Sir Ralph Richardson in from 
—e to make his American film 
Ow. 

Arthur Treacher slated for 
— in Dallas and Louis 
ville. 
Alfred Hitchcock in from Eng. 
land to make a special trailer for 
“Rope.” 

Al Jolson named honorary mayor 
of Encino to succeed the late Tom 
Breneman. 

Henry Hathaway returned te 
20th-Fox after major surgery at 
Mayo Clinic. 

Otto Preminger returned from 
London where he scouted British 
talent for “The Fan.” 

Eddie and Ida Cantor donated 
5,000 pounds of rice to CARE to 
celebrate their 34th wedding anni, 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 

Nick Pery, head of Aussie Co- 
lumbia setup, in Singapore. 

Charles Baker appointed West 
Australian manager for Universal. 

Ben Blue bowed into Sydney 
Tivoli June 14 for the Dave Martin 
loop. 

“Pride and Prejudice” winding , 
up fine four weeks’ run at Minerva, 
Sydney, for Whitehall. 

McCreadie’ Bros., indie  pro- 
ducers, will film a local horse yarn 
titled “Into the Straight.” 

Vivien Léigh rejoined the Old 
Vic Co. at Princess, Melbourne, 
after severe bronchial attack. 

Noel Coward’s “Present Lauge 
ter” will open at the Princess, Mel- 
oa in August. Peter Grey will 
star. 

J. C. Williamson’s grand opera 
troupe from Italy will preem in 
Melbourne in August at His 
Majesty’s. 

Doris Fritton winding up a sock 
legit season in Adelaide for the 
Fullers. Topper was ‘Mourning 
Becomes Electra.” 

The Fullers and Dave Martin, of 
Tivoli vaude loop, have signed a 
longterm pact for vaude to play the 
former’s Majestic, Adelaide. 

“Monsieur Verdoyx” (UA) 
preemed at the Plaza, Melbourne, 
for Hoyts to solid biz and looks to 
cop some coin. Critics gave the pie 
top notices. : 

Red Moore, principal comedian 
with the Kiwis, New Zealand con- 
cert troupe of ex-soldiers now im 
second year at Comedy, Melbourne, 
will leave for the U. S. shortly. 


Washington 
_By Florence S. Lowe 

Variety Club ladies sponsoring @ 
“salute to father” party next Satut- 
day (19). ; 

N. Peter Rathvon in town, with 
Mrs. Rathvon, to visit daughter, 
Joan, who goes to work here soon. 

Kay De Witt, Capitol theatre 
soloist, off to Scaroon Manef, 
Schroon Lake, to warble for sul 
mer crowd. 

Ina Ray Hutton, who opened 
nearby Chesapeake Park ballroom, » 
inked for summer stint at Latin — 
Quarter, local nitery. 74 

Lt.-Col. John Horton, ex of Wat — 
ner location department, now 5 
tioned here in Army’s Film Section, 
replacing Stuart Palmer. 

Summer schedule of National 
Symphony for its outdoor series 
cludes Dorothy Maynor, Todd Dut 
can, and ballet stars Igor Yo 
vitch and Nora Kaye. 











Chicago 
Walter Immerman, veepee of 
Balaban & Katz, into Henrotin hos 
Pri py the 
illie Holiday kudosed by 
Negro Foundation as top songstress 
n 


Thirteen-year-old Eddie Foy, Jt» 
here for summer as an understudy 
in “High Button Shoes.” 
Harry Kuh, veteran advance mas 
ed Pa A oa now eget 
uster Crabbe’s Aqua Parade. 
Sam Gerson, manager of Shu 
bert’s Chi theatres, second 


mooning with his wife at Atl: ‘is 








City where they honeym 
1906. 
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series of British | Selznick enpfoerg ot - ag re 
| > fide | unit to tur | 

| ‘moves po gene on win video stations. Plans of DOS are 

wa : 3. 


® ’ : : diose scale, | 
| Prices ‘Too High dow-dressing. It’s designed, they |something in the grandiose 


: be ok in a favorable | it is said. — 
conten from sess 1 sossl ald to put Eaton in the taka on Current plans do not call fo 
; wt Anglo- | feature tc ted ; ¥ 
Dir com aoe chine bien in Lon- | Most of them ogg hon agg 
USS. = wg er the British will shorts and tong ag a a 
show . much eagle atttuds gee vials will be half-hour pix with the 

Sati er an z 
a Seibeh and *U. . industries | entire story stretching anywhere 
the Eng ty 


P i ds. 
settle down to routine operations we Se oar ae er ake 
in their relationships to €a¢ PR nce which would permit a 
other. 


m th 000- 

: reel to cost no more than $5,0 

i ill have Members of the board of the |$6,000, one exec a That's t c 

i. a: oo aestee agin Motion Picture Assn. of America| iin peason for the “he + fa he 

Se aa goon ol _ © | necting in New York last aso se as 
5 . rices. 

grosses by cutting Ppt 


Friday | hat can be done— 
J Pyaecis of test films. If tha 
: : |(11) under chairmanship of prexy and one of the chief problems re- 
Situation on Broadway 1s ape fA Johnston, were in a mood for 


lating thereto is the amount of stu- 
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opinion that the 





OBITUARIES 


f Charles Brackett, screen- | 
ae po producer, dicd Jone 7 
at her home in Hollywood. a. 
sides her husband, she leaves 


daughters. 














HARRY FRANKEL F 

g Frankel, 60, vet vaude 
“aa and for two cones 
the “Singin’ Sam” of radio, ~— 
after a heart attack in ea 
Ind., where he had made 
"lane appearing in vaude for a 
number of years teamed a 2 
wife, Helen “Smiles Freare _ an 
previousiy with Al ‘ — 
minstrels, he entered into Lg ~ 
with station WLW, Cincinna Boe 
1929. He retired from radio a 
a year ago. 


is giving the trend its second push 
Sa with a plan for a —— 
slash in —— for “Time o 
Tour Life” (UA). 

big tose are being heard of 
houses off Broadway and in — 
cities also shaving the tap, ut 
there is no evidence of any big 
trend that way. State of business 
this summer will probably de- 


————_——— 


M. Merding, 50, — 
jeetionist at the RK rpheum, 
Des Moines, died after a heart at- 
tack on June 5 in that city. 


lliam Kercheval, 64, Sheri- 
ia ‘od. pvt opened the first film 
house there in 1908, died in that 
city, June 5. 














ee . oe : : : ; wife. ther, 80, of bandleader Spike 

country, however Nowhere else | reprisals. agg omg i panna i dio —— een Po ~ samp Pt he ied in Pasadena, Cal., 

: try, however. rhe $ : tox by the Frend a Mme . 
had admissions cn eS OS yc tag gave the company jors have found a fruitful source of peg ma a 63, tang.:25- —— : ‘ 
ae et oe ese inane | toppers little time to discuss the) iain. " Mrs. goo known profession-| pmji Akeson, 60, electrical ~. 

Se oe She iota Oak per | British _ situation oe a Use of feature znd contract play-'| who ha died | neer at the Palace theatre, Chi- 

were getting. Showme | 


lily as Mme. Rialta, dancer, 
Mr +. home in Poughkeepsie, N. Y.. 


ee canis a protege of the late 


ers may prove to be one of the 
answers to the poser of eon 
Another Withdrawal ‘ing, it is noted. A medium-price 

|name thesp who catches on in tele 
can then be capitalized in straight 
theatre films. Radio produced a 
number of stars but tele should be 
much more effective, since it Is a 
medium which much more closely 
approximates conventional films. 


vas dark an 
well convinced that the days are | cloakroom mood was 
gone when a_ buyer would—or | nous. 
could—plunk down $4.80 fig 
for him and his gal to see 4 topic of private dis- 
a very spec at eting, but a top 
naan an © OE Se fren among a eee ee 
a is that the price-hacking | present, was {be 5°s. films from 
at the Astor and the Mayfair won't | again with ye they consider “the 
do much to resuscitate Broadway England if s ~ Naee4 While repe- 
oe ee What : tition of last "August's drastic em- 
or ‘h. What’s | tition 0 ow l 
themselves very much | hich officially ended only 
od is general price | bargo—w : st desire | 
pict 0 ws “al of the houses to get |a few weeks ago—is the last 


cago, died in that city, June 10. 


5 20th- 
Father, 71, of Sam Engel, 2 
i . i 9 in Santa 
d Maggie Cline, she | Fox producer, died June ‘ 
is said to have been the a Monica after a heart attack. 7 
“flame dance,” which she — ; | 
oft Air x Pastor’s music hall, Father, 87, of Claire Windsor, 


N.Y former film star, died June 11 in 
‘Survived by husband, Henry | Hollywood. 
Kline. 


spe Al- 
Wife, 40, of Robert Rhoces, A 
FRANK C. BORNSCHEIN lied Artists flack, died June 11 in 
Frank C. Bornschein, 69, com- 


Never mentioned at the board | 
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Hollywood. “J 


Berlin Reprises 








: ; - 8. cae oe | 

: isas poser, died in Baltimore, June a a 
cutting f pot Bec ican industryites, it doesn’t _in Baltimore, ki e 8. ene | | 
Ine to Broadway. MUCH “he po | pear 0 ey gree —— Continued from page ! ee ary of Music for 40 | ducer of Texaco radio yy , died 
ae steel pa did then. At that time they ith, a cap- years His ‘compositions for orches- | June i2 in Providence, . }. 
tential audience, cotthe big stxest considered they had an income of | gratis. Burgess Meredith, years. His compositions for < | 
is not coming near 











tain in the Air Forces during the 
war, will serve as permanent 
emcee, introducing various guest 
stars who'll perform in skits. Ber- 
lin has consented to guest on the 
preem and may also appear on sub- 
sequent shows from time to time. 

Also set for the show’s debut are 


rlv at stake in Eng- 
ie ag consider as on 
potential loss only the a genre 
guaranteed under the recent pact. 
A retaliation more likely to be 
felt by the British is a further re- 


. : laying time allot- 
duction in the play S. theatres. 


1 prizes. 
a ‘cumbia setting to the Walt 
Whitman poem, “The Mystic ig 
peteer,” known 4s “Joy,” won Ba 
him the National Federation of Mu- 
sic Clubs’ award in 1942. | 


JANE AGAR 


i ‘ t going 
because it has learned thai 
to a theatre on Broadway means 
being “taken.” ; 
>» ref result, they believe that not 
‘Naly is the fee-slashing on a broad 
in order, but that it will take 
1 months to feel its effective- 





. - | 
; GOP Cautioned | 
| Continued from page 1 
consequently, have issued strict 


be 
5 that no delegate should 
oe ain to a delegate from 








re en eon ma j 























é : ‘ . arwe tired actress, tion 

“aus reeducation cam-|ted their films in U. % lene Dietrich and Herb! jane Agar, 59, retir : state on the conventio 
— s Neneded. They think that | while there's no concerted ors | Shrine, to be featured in. @ \died June 10 at Le era ten —. teal afraid the . public 
paign is ae king the wrong at-| of such action, it seems ain “the | “Calamity Jane” sketch. Roy | made her debut ts nym “A Kiss might take the wrong meaning 
exhibs are ~~ ey refuse to cut|refiex—as happened during Shields orch will back the show | 191g with Maude Adams If any such 
titude when < 











from such huddles. 


y fear that they | period of tke recent embargo— 


: . Agency is N. W. |for Cinderella.” ade, consequently, ; 
prices because th additional vol-| that a squeeze, on ape grote Ayer, re . me i Bare ee | theyll hae tebe talked out in 
won't get enough nsate. That, | Britain is reflected in gy omen wl bate Pollies.” and “Hitchy | the standard smoke-filled rooms, 
ume of trade to contp,. he broad | cejous shying away from s — | “Ziegfe 








Vie ii a ie a 














is ¢ 7 wi itchcock and | ich the tele cameras 
it is said, is forgetting. “industry British product in this country. i m Koo, ee oductions In | we repre 4 ener vy 
vast he basal ali aaa tae ely age eng —_ a ale ¥ ald | Diskers Bank fall; wood she played supporting | ah es delegates have also been 
must be based and which has. 1 ¥F at his films could | ring ss noni - 
it. the shaban rite most wit. cane ~8 g Yoong anv less in the |#___. continued from page 1 roles in silent films. | warned against assuming. a tee 2 
~ |ha . 





patronized form of entertainmer. 
in the world. 

Radio City Music Hall about a! 
rer Erb way on batt oy freeze dolrars equivalent in amount | part of t 
to $1.40. That is thought to be a|‘t® the gross of their films in this | studios. 
special case, since the price was |COUNtry. it is estimated that Rank | Since Webber, who delivers a 
the lowest on the street for a top | P/* are turning in less than $40,000 | fine speech, and is AFM-conscious 


. . , De-| 
"| thev are currently. De- | sebaaiiiied 
ee ao aeer of the British to un- | of musicians 


the preater| 


——— 


sd OW0 MARC tre .ncowwwe 


heir living in recording 


/ ward positions. physically on the 
actor, floor, with the reminder that 
11 of a | they'll he in full view of millions 
of viewers along the eastern sea- 


ow" RENNETH DAIGNEAU 

Kenneth Daigneau, 50. 
died in New York June 
heart attack. 


picture and stage show, plus the |#, week in rentals currently. 


to the core, is often employed by 


Daigneau got his early training board. It’s already been noted 


spectacle of the M. H. itself. Even 
at the tilted price, it’s an excep- 


tional buy, it’s felt. 
Raps Prices in Harrisburg 
Harrisburg, Pa., June 15. 
Too-high admission price is the 
chief cause of the current slump at 
the nation’s film booffices. That’s 
the consensus of answers mailed in 
by Harrisburg citizens to the Senate 
theatre’s ad offering a year’s pass 
to the best answer to the puzzler, 
“Why the slump?” 
Ad attracted considerable re- 
Sponse from the Harrisburg pub 
lic, with most of the replies con- 
curring in five or six basic causes 
of the b.o. doldrums. Chief among 
these, in addition to over-priced 
admissions, were parking and traf- 


In | 
addition to all their usual handi- | the AFM ruling powers to get them 
caps here, they are suffering from | off the hook on dangerously con- 
a boycott by Jews as a result of | troversial issues, his talk was in- 
the Palestine situation. dicative to many. It was felt that 

Johnston, at the board meeting , his conversation was one way of 
last week, volunteered to return to Opening the path toward the re- 
England to see what he could do Sumption of recording without too 
about the tough interpretation be- | 8reat a loss of face by Petrillo and 


in stock companies and later ap- 
peared in Broadway productions, 
including “When in Rome,” “One 
Thing After Another” and “He 
Who Gets Slapped,” for the Thea- 
tre Guild. He was a long-time 
member of the Lambs. . 


WILLIAM CHASE 





that the Republicans will serve as 

| Zuinea pigs for the Dems. Latter 
are expected to watch closely for 
any mistakes their rivals might 
make before the TV cameras and 
then correct those errors before 
their own conclave tees off several 
weeks later. 


ing given the pact he and Mulvey 
(representing. the Society of Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Producers) 
negotiated with Board of Trade 
prez Harold Wilson. General feel- 
ing was that this was inadvisable 
at the moment, since it would 
amount to renegotiating an agree- 
ment which had already been ne- 
gotiated and, signed. 

Prevailing opinion was that the 
better stand would be to take a 
firm attitude’ in demanding that 


his executive board, 





MARRIAGES | 


Noel Mills to Tommy Riggs, 
Easton, Pa., June 9. Bride is an 
actress; he’s the radio comedian. 

Marie Jorgenson to Bernard 
Klocker, Los Angeles, June 6. Both 
are appearing in “Naughty Mari- 
etta” revival. 

Jacqueline Stewart to Neil Flan- 
agan, Cleveland, May 22. Bride is 
‘sports writer for the Cleveland 





William Chase, 67, former vaude 
performer, died at the Will. Rogers 
Memorial hospital, Saranac Lake, 
N. Y., June 11. 
For many years he appeared in 
vaude as member of the team of 
Chase &.LaTour. At the time of 
his breakdown he was employed as 
an advertising agent of a Chicago 
publication. 


C. D. SOUTHARD, JR. 
C. D. Southard, Jr., 37, died in 
Kansas City, Mo., June 7. He was 





Repub leaders have also cau- 
tioned their delegates against leav- 
ing the floor too often during the 
duller sessions of the convention. 
In previous conventions, the dele- 
gates could duck out for a quick 
beer, with the public none the 
wiser for their apparent lack of 
interest in the proceedings. Now, 
however, with te’e on the spot to 
record everything exactly as it 
happens, the delegates will have to 
remain in their seats. Repubs, in 


1S, tre “yan , sales promotion manager for Hall | fact. have insured against the pos- . 

fie conditions, adverse publicity poe Rg ge Be preset a ee a RP ae ary “—- editor. Brothers, Inc., sponsors of the CBS | sibility of too many latecomers on 

porate nog _ a sige re termined later, as evidence of | ary Anderson to Hugh Becket, | network show, “Hallmark Play- | the opening day by assigning a 
ra ve been getting, 


films, ete. ‘While the contest is not 
yet over, it looks as though the 65c 
admission bite charged by the Sen- 
ate is mainly responsible for the 
house’s dipping grosses. 


— 





Blames Poor Stories 
Minneapolis, June 15. 

Economic conditions aren't caus- 
ing the current boxoffice slump, 
but “a large percentage of features 
have poor stories or plots,’ aceord- 
ing to Jules L. Steele, St. Paul 
Dispatch film editor. 

In an article in his paper, Steele 
believes “acting, photography and 
direction are generally good, but 
the yarn told just deesn’t ‘jell.’” 








clear-cut violations build up..Com- 
pany toppers claim they have felt 
the effects of seven such violations 
already. 








| Major Pic Cos. 


Continued from page 1 








the risk of temporary red-ink op 
erations. 


Metro, for one, has definitely 
decided on turning out video films, 
probably in the east for the begin- 
ning. Fox Movietone studios in 
New York will handle 20th-Fox’s 
program, which is to be supervised 
by a special unit set up for that 


| 


| Jr., Seattle, June 2. He's manager 
bo the Metropolitan theatre, Seat- 
| tle. 
| Patti Littell to Walter R. Giaus, 
Winchester, Va., May 26. Both are 
on staff of KDKA, Pittsburgh. 

Marion Fogel to Johnny Drake, 
Pittsburgh, June 12.; He’s one of 
= Modernaires, vaude and nitery 
act. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Peter O'’Crotty, son, 
Santa Monica, Cal., June 7. Father 
is a film publicist. : 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Nelson, daugh- 
ter, Chicago, June 8. Father is mu- 
sical director at WJJD, Chicago. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Brenner, 





purpose. Peter Levathes, television | 
production chief, is overall head. | 


Universal Testing 


daughter, Hollywood, June 6. 
Mother is magazine writer. Father 
is a Hollywood agent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving Squires, sen 


“= > 


house,” and handled many details 
of the show for his firm with the 
agency, Foote, Cone & Belding. 
He is survived by his wife. son 
and daughter. 


LADY PLAYFAIR 

Lady Playfair, 71, retired actress 
and widow of Sir Nigel Playfair, 
British actor, died after a heart 
attack at her home in Sandwich, 
En June 8 Her husband 
died in 1934. 

Prior to her marriage she had 
been well-known on the London 
stage as May Martin. She is sur- 
vived by three sons. 


RENA VIVIENNE 
Rena Vivienne, 67, retired op- 
eratic soprano, died in New York, 
June 8. She had appeared with 








group of party henchmen to fill 
the seats pending the arrival of 
all delegates. 

Fact that the candidates, for the 
first time in history, will be forced 
to play up their photogenic quali- 
ties in order to win the maximum 
votes has already been noted. With 
all these factors figuring for the 
first time in the nation’s political 
scene, party leaders are convinced 
that, whether they like it or not, 
tele will aid greatly in democratiz- 
ing the country. 














Allen’s Hooper 


Continued from page 1 | 














the Henry W. Savage Opera Co. 
in 1905 and later with similar or- | 


for 15th place with the Al Jolson 
show. 


~. 


ane Se NN gen, silly 


: oa 
Britain’s New | 


Continued from page 1 


Brooklyn, N. Y., June 10. Father is 

son of Harry Squires and associated 
| with him in his N. Y. concert book- 
| ing agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. Willard Barrett, 
son, Chicago, June 1. Father is an 
NBC production-director in Chi. 

Mr. and Mrs. 


ganizations. Comparatively, Allen drew 8.7 

She is reputed to have gained | for the night, while “Stop” hopped 
attention for performances in| to an average for the half hour of 
in “Madam Butterfly”, “Chocolate 10.2. “Stop’s” Hooper for the first 
Soldier” and other productions. quarter (8:30-45) was 10.5 and the 


o d rt . ve 
JOHN R. STAFFORD second quarter-hour, 9.9 


Universal, it’s reliably reported, 
is already testing tele-film produe- 
demand by J. Arthur Rank last tion at its Coast studios. Para- 
week that a 50% quota be set. The Mount has been shaping plans for 
hefty hike was greeted as another | Similar activities on the Coast, and 
slap, nevertheless, by execs _4%- | action by them is expected shortly. 
ready deeply embittered by s|Warner Bros. moving under | 








a, we» Aamleige%s_ 





Bob Shaw’s choral show, preced- 





sharp restricti i time | Wraps, is also busy getting set for daughter, 

ee ee | that sort of program. Reportedly, 
Warners has already been making 
|test films. 


in his theatres for their product | 
and what they feel is reneging and 
hedging by the government on the 
agreement it signed with Eric 


Johnston and James A. Mulvey | will make tele-pix on order. Hoy; 


RKO-Pathe has a unit which 





Boris Sokoloff, 


New York, recently. 


Father manages Lewisohn Stadium |1908 to 1923, died there June 10. 
summer concerts. 

Col. and Mrs. Clarence A. Shoop, | theatre and later built the Stafford. | 
daughter, 
Mother is Julie Bishop, of stage 
and screen; father 


Hollywood, June 8. 


is associated 


John R. Stafford, 73, Niles, O.. | 
theatre manager and owner from 


‘ing Allen, which replaced Edgar 
| Bergen, also showed the effects of 


He first managed the old Verbeck i giveaway hour's opposition. It 


His wife survives. is 
- | 
Father of Toni Mendez, former | 





opened with a rating of 4.6. Ber- 
gen had gone off for the season, 


eaving behind a rating of 16.4. 
Apparently contributing to the 


only two months ago. ever, it’s understood that RKO with Howard Hughes in TWA. |choreographer but now an indie NBC slideoff that evening was a 
Continuing to hunt for the! will proceed with other trial ve-; Mr and Mrs. Lee Eastman, | cartoon a shorts producer, died | 8¢>°""'. downward trend, since 
brighter side, some American hicles on the Coast. Among the daughter, New York, June 12.’ in New York June 13 after an ~~ | 


company officials expressed the. | 


arge outside indies, 


David O. Father is music business attorney 


eration the day before. 


“‘mself dropped 5.6 
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a7 aes, former ma ad 
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